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I  If 


To  his  GRACE  the  moft  REVEREND 

HUGH  BOULTER, 

Lord  Primate  of  all  I R  E  L  A  N  D. 

May  it  pleafe  your  GRACE, 

I  TAKE  this  occafion,  as  I  (hall 
every  other,  of  publicly  avowing  the 
honour  I  bear  you  :  although  with  little 
advantage  to  you,  or  diftinction  to  iny- 
felf;  unlefs  merely  in  the  manner  of 
profeflmg  that  veneration  and  efteems 
which  is  borne  you,  alike,  by  every  man 
of  this  nation  ;  where  you  are  juftly 
considered  as  a  public  parent,  equally 
loved  and  honoured.  How  well  you 
are  intitled  to  this  appellation,  will  fuf- 
ficiently  appear,  when  it  is  remembred, 
that  to  you,  under  GOD,  this  nation 
A  2  owe.s 
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owes  the  main  fupport  of  her  Poor,  in 
the  late  general  calamity.  The  famine 
was  far  extended,  and  the  mortality 
begun  ;  when  your  unexampled  and 
unbounded  charity,  like  the  facred  cen- 
fer  in  the  hand  of  Aaron^  interpofed 
between  the  living  and  the  dead,  and 
the  plague  was  flayed. 

THE  prefent  age  Efficiently  acknow- 
lege  this,  and  pofterity  will  know  it, 
without  the  aid  of  this  anonymous  and 
fhort-lived  letter ;  and  perhaps  may 
learn  from  this,  and  other  coeval  (tho' 
lefs  eminent)  inftances,  that  wealth  is 
fometimes  more  ufeful  in  the  hands  of 
the  clergy,  than  fome  of  their  lay-bre 
thren  have  always  been  willing  to  allow. 
It  may  prove  an  occasion  of  letting  their 
own  equal  inquiries  inform  them,  in 
what  hands  it  is  more  virtuoufly  or  ho 
nourably  imployed,  in  the  prolperous 
days  of  the  community ;  or  with  more 

public 


public  fpirit,  and  Chriftian  beneficence, 
in  thofe  of  its  difbefs.  Yours,  my  Lord 
was  then  confeftedly  a  public  Fund,  a 
pure  and  falutary  fountain,  from  whence 
all  that  thirfted  might  draw  and  drink  ; 
and  did  fo,  by  many  thoufands  a  day ; 
to  the  faving  of  fuch  a  multitude  of 
lives,  as  will  be  utterly  incredible  with 
pofterity. 

M  A  y  the  Providence  of  GOD,  (clearly 
feen  in  your  advancement  to  this  high 
ftation)  that  Providence,  which  hath 
remarkably  blefled  you  with  very  un 
common  vigour,  both  of  body  and  mind, 
to  this  advanced  age,  long  continue  both 
to  you,  and  you  to  us !  And  may  you 
conclude  your  blefled  life,  as  you  have 
led  it,  after  the  example  of  your  LORD 
and  SAVIOUR,  doing  good ! 

THIS  end,  and  this  example,  we  all 
fliould  have  in  view,  in  all  our  purpofes, 

A  3  as, 


[VI] 

as,  I  truft  in  G  o  D,  the  author  of  this 
book  had,  both  in  publifhing  it  to  the 
world,  and  infcribing  it  to  you  ;  for,  in 
truth,  he  expeds  no  addition,  either  of 
honour  or  intereft,  to  him,  from  this  un- 
authentic  proof  of  his  being,  with  the 
trueft  veneration  and  efteem, 

Tour  G  R  A  c  E'J 

Mojl  dutiful,  and  moft  obedient, 

humble  Servant* 
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EFLEC  TIONS 


UPON    THE 

PRESENT    NEGLECT 

O  F    T  H  E 

Public  Worfhip  of  G  O  D. 

DAVID'S  exceeding  folicitude,  and  amaze- 
ing  expence,    to   eftablifti   the  public 
worfhip  of  G  o  D  in  his  capital,  in  a  way 
worthy  of  it,   together  with  the  raptures  ex- 
prefled  in  his  attendance  upon  it,  naturally  fug- 
seft  this  refleaion  to  the  thinking  reader:  If 
the  cftablilhment   of  the  divine  worflup,  and 
attendance  upon  it,  were  then  of  fuch  mcfti- 
mable  value,  and  incredible  delight,  amidft  the 
heiaht   of  all  worldly   glory    and    grandeur.; 
What  can  have  funk  both  fo  low,  in  the  eft i- 
mation  of  the  prefent  age,  that  few  men,  of  higa 
condition,  are  found  to  have  any  regard 
either*  And  our  wonder  increafes,  when  we 
find,  upon  inquiry,  that  the  fating  apart  one  day 
in  feven,  as  a  day  of  reft  from  the  labours  01 
life   and  a  day  of  attendance  upon  the  public 
worfhip  of  GOD,  is  a  praftice  of  fuch  great  anti 
quity,  and  univerfal  extent  throughout  the  an- 
tient  world,  that  learned  men  have  juftly  con- 
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eluded  the  inftitution  to  have  been  as  old  as  the 
creation;  and  therefore  injo.ined  by  filofes,  not 
as  a  new  command,  but  as  a  duty  of  careful 
attendance  to  one  already  well  known,    Re 
member  the  Sabbath-day  to  keep  it  holy  *.    And 
they  are  confirmed  in  this  judgment,  by  finding 
it,   upon   reflection,   an  inftitution  every  way 
worthy  of  infinite  wifdom  and  goodnefs ;  and 
abfolutely  neceffary  to  the  well-being  of  the 
world.     And  indeed,  there  is  good  reafon  to 
doubt,  whether,  without  the  benefit  of  this  in 
ftitution,  the  growing  race  of  mankind  would 
ever  have  attained  to  the  ftrength  and  perfection 
even  of  their  animal  nature;  and  all  the  reafon 
In  the  world  to  believe,  that  the  labouring  part 
of  mankind  (which  are  at  leaft  ninety-nine  in 
an  hundred)  would  not  otherwife  live  out  half 
their  days ;    their  ftrength  would  then  be  lite 
rally  labour  and  forrow  5  they  could  live  but  a 
very  little  time,  and  they  would  fpend  even  the 
little  they  did  live,  in  added  mifery ;  and  at  the 
laft  have  abundant  reafon  to  take  up  Jacob's 
complaint  (before  Tharaoh)  in  the  ftrideft  fenfe, 
Few  and  evil  have  been  the  days  of  the  years  of 
my  filgrimage .    And,  as  for  the  higher  orders  of 
men,  if  any  fuch  could  fubfift  in  fuch  a  ftate  of 
things,  (as  I  am  well  fatisfied  they  could  not) 
;hey  would,  however,  fubfift  to  no  higher  or 
nobler  purpofes  than  the  wild  Afss  colt  in  th% 
wildernefs. 

\  Exod.  chap.  xx.  ver.  8. 
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FORASMUCH,  then,  as  this  command  is  fo 
evidently  of  divine  inftitution,  and  infinite  imr 
portance  to  mankind.  Can  there  be  matter  of 
more  aftonifhment  to  a  thinking  man,  than  to 
fee  this  inftitution  fo  openly,  fo  avowedly  pro 
faned,  in  fo  ferious  and  wife  a  nation  as  this, 
by  almoft  all  orders  and  degrees  of  men  amongft 
us?  But  efpccially  thofc  of  higher  conditions 
by  thofe  who  affecl:  to  be  thought,  at  leaft  to  be 
called,  The  better  fort  >  and  by  them  as  openly 
and  avowedly  defpifcd,  and  trampled  under-foot  > 
as  if  the  command  were  reverfed  to  them,  and 
they  were  bound  in  confciencc  to  remember  the 
Sabbath-day,  only  in  order  to  profane  it;  to 
facrificc  it  to  every  vice,  and  every  vanity,  that 
comes  into  their  hearts !  infomuch  that  every 
good  Chriftian  may  now  take  up  Jeremiah's 
lamentation,  with  very  little  change  :  The  ways 
of  Zion  do  mourn^  becaiife  none  come  to  the 
folemn  feafts:  all  her  gates  are  defolate  $  her 

* priefts  Jigh her  adversaries  are  the  chief  \ 

her  enemies  fro/per  5  for  the  Lord  hath  afflicted 

her the  adverfaries  Jaw  her,  and  did  mock 

at  her  Sabbaths.  And  therefore  I  hope  it  may 
be  deemed  matter  of  no  fmall  moment,  to  in 
quire  feriouily  into  the  caufes  and  confequences 
of  this  calamity. 

Now  one  main  fource  of  this  evil  is  Pride. 

IN  an  humble  heart,  gratitude  naturally  keeps 
pace  with  the  ble flings  beftowcd  upon  itj  and, 
of  confequence,  the  piety  of  a  good  man  rifes, 
and  expands,  in  proportion  to  his  inlargement 
an 4  exaltation  :  whereas,  in  an  haughty  heart, 

the 
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the  effect  is  the  dired  contrary.  Every  fuccefs, 
to  a  man  of  that  make,  is  the  effed  of  his  own 
wifdom ;  and  every  advantage,  the  reward  of  his 
own  merit :  consequently,  there  can  be  no  room 
for  piety,  or  gratitude  to  GOD,  where  every 
thing  but  felf  is  excluded.  And  therefore,  fo 
far  are  fuch  men  from  being  thankful  to  their 
Maker,  for  the  bleflings  and  advantages  they 
enjoy  above  other  men,  that  they  live  fo  in  the 
world,  as  if  they  verily  believed  GOD  did  not 

govern  it. Thcfe  arc  literally,  and  ftridly, 

the  ungodly  of  this  world !  And  the  *Pfalfnift 
hath,  long  fince,  left  us  their  true  charader :  The 
ungodly  is  fo  frond.,  that  he  careth  not  for  Gody 
neither  is  God  in  all  his  thoughts.  By  a  long 
diiiife  of  devotion,  and  open  negled  of  divine 
worfhip,  he  gradually  forgers  every  duty  he  owes 
his  Maker ;  and,  when  he  hath  for  fome  time 
habituated  himfelf  to  live  without  GOD  in  the 
world,  he  then  begins  to  doubt  his  very  exiftence  $ 
he  then  begins  to  forget,  that  in  him  we  live, 
and  move,  and  have  our  being.  And  thus  the 
negled  of  GOD'S  public  worfhip  naturally  leads 
from  one  degree  of  irreligion  to  another,  until 
it  end  in  atheifm. 

BUT  pride  is  not  the  only  origin  of  this 
evil ,  its  Iburccs  arc  various  :  the  neceffary  avo 
cation  of  bufmeis  is  pleaded  by  fome  men  of 
learned  profeffions,  whom  I  am  very  unwilling 
toccniiircj  2nd  the  care  of  health,  by  fome  of 
the  other  iex  :  of  whom  it  is  remarkable,  that 
they  can  attend  ail  other  affemblics  of  mankind, 
au  all  occurs  of  the  day  and  night,  where  the 

danger 
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danger  is  manifeftly  greater.  And  as  feme  of 
thefe  afifemblies  fall  on  the  eve  of  the  Sabbath, 
the  late  hours  kept  in  them  confound  all  order 
of  time  5  and  fo  the  next  day's  hour  of  public 
worfhip  is  flept  away,  and  the  duty  they  owe  to 
GOD  facrificed  to  vanity  and  the  world. 

BUT  one  fure  and  principal  fource  of  this 
fpirit  of  irreligion,  and  negled  of  the  public 
worfhip  of  GOD,  is  Travelling. 

IT  is  the  common  infirmity  of  people  of  for 
tune,  to  imagine  that  the  education  of  their 
children  is  never  complete,  until  they  have  fecn 
the  world,  as  they  call  it  ;  nor  is  the  opinion, 
altogether  ungrounded :  their  error  is,  that  they 
think  they  cannot  too  foon  hurry  them  into  it ; 
and  they  fucceed  accordingly.  For,  being  thus 
fent  out,  early,  young,  unexperienced,  unprin 
cipled,  and  uninformed,  into  the  roidft  of  fo 
reign  fafhions,  vanities,  and  vices  of  every  kind, 
they  are  early  imbued  with  them  all.  Nor  is  it 
poilible  it  fhould  be  otherwife,  when  they  are 
only  fitted  to  converfe  with  the  .giddy,  the  light, 
the  libertine  part  of  the  world,  from  whom  they 
can  learn  nothing  elfe :  the  conieqticnce  of 
which  is,  that  fenfual  pleafurcs,  foreign  fop 
peries,  amufements,  and  luxuries,  become  the 
bufmefs  of  their  lives  for  ever  after  ;  whereas, 
would  parents  wait  until  their  ions  were  of  riper 
years,  until  their  minds  were  properly  inlarged, 
and  enlightened  with  liberal  knowlegc  j  and 
their  principles  of  virtue,  and  true  religion,  fixt 
upon  the  fame  foundation  5  they  would  then  be 
fitted  to  converfe  with  the  icrious  and  thinking 

part 
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part  of  the  world  they  vifited  ;  to  obferve  their 
manners,  and  to  be  improved  by  their  virtue 
and  wifdom,  if  they  had  any  j  and,  if  they  had 
none,  to  be  amended  even  by  their  vices,  and 
informed  by  their  folly  and  ignorance. 

NOR  is  this  all for,  being  early  fent  out 

into  countries  where  a  religion  different  from 
their  own  is  profcffed,  confequently  where  they 
cannot  attend  upon  the  public  worlhip  of  GOD, 
they  acquire  early  habits  of  neglecting  his  public 
worfhip:  and,  if  they  arc  not  attended  with 
fome  ferious  men  of  a  religious  character  (which 
Is  very  rarely  the  cafe),  they  acquire  early  habits 
of  negle&ing  all  the  divine  ordinances,  until 
religion  becomes  no  part  of  their  bufinefs,  nei 
ther  is  God  in  all  their  thoughts.  And  thus  it 
comes  to  pafs,  that,  returning  home,  in  this  con 
dition,  as  their  travelling  airs,  and  foreign  fop 
peries,  intitlc  them  to  lead  the  faftiion  in  other 
vanities;  fo  alfo,  in  this  vileft  of  all  abomina 
tions,  the  for  faking  the  affemblies  of  the  [aims  $ 
utterly  negleding  the  public  worfhip,  and  de? 
fpiflng  the  Church  of  God :  the  confequences  of 
which  are  lamentable  every  way.  For,  whereas 
the  Scriptures  arc,  under  GOD,  the  true  and 
only  fure  fource  of  virtue,  the  fountain-head  of 
every  thing  that  is  exalted  and  excellent  in  our 
nature,  for  want  of  having  thefe  great  ideas  per 
petually  excited  and  revived  in  their  minds,  by 
attending  to  the  public  Prayers,  and  hearing  the 
Scriptures  conftantly  read  in  the  Church,  they 
gradually  and  daily  languish  in  their  fouls,  until 
at  length  they  arc  utterly  effaced  and  loft.  They 

arc 
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are  in  the  condition  of  thofe  artifts,  who,  being 
long  abfent  from  Rome,  have  complained,  that 
their  ideas,  both  of  painting  and  datuary,  gradu 
ally  decayed,  and  degenerated  in  them,  for 
want  of  having  them  perpetually  renewed  there, 
by  thofe  nobleft  originals  of  their  arts.  If  thefc 
our  travelling  gentry  had  the  fame  ingenuity,  I 
am  fure  they  might,  with  equal  juftice,  com 
plain,  that  they  gradually  funk  into  fenfe,  and 
mean,  groveling  fclfifh  fentiments :  that  their 
ideas  of  every  thing  refined,  and  amiable,  and 
excellent,  gradually  decayed  and  died  within 
them,  in  proportion  to  their  abfence  from  the 
public  worfhip  of  GOD,  in  proportion  to  their 
abfence  from  thofe  mod  edifying,  mod  amending, 
and  mod  cnobling  lectures  of  heavenly  wifdom, 
weekly,  and  daily  publilhed  in  the  Church,  in  the 
Hymns  and  Pfalms,  the  Liturgy  and  Litany,  in 
theEpidlesandGofpels,  and  Lefibns  of  the  day. 

IT  is  drange  and  (hocking,  to  fee  how  thefc 
men  delude  themfelves  to  their  utter  ruin. 
They  have  heard,  that  charity  is  the  great  and 
governing  principle  of  the  Chridian  Religion  ; 
and  they  imagine,  that,  if  they  have  that,  they 
have  every  thing :  and  they  delude  themfelves 
to  think  they  have  that,  when  they  can  talk 
plaufibly  of  what  they  think  equivalent  to  it, 
humanity  and  focial  fentiments.  They  are  men 
fond  of  the  praties  of  virtue,  but  ftrangcrs  to  the 
power  of  it  (as  one  of  its  late  greated  enemies 
is  well  known  to  have  written  Rhapfodies  and 
Panegyrics  upon  it).  They  have  the  terms 
Humane,  and  Benevolent,  perpetually  in  their 

mouths  5 
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mouth ;  but  they  rarely  reach  their  hearts.  The 
terms  arc  indeed  (affluently  fpecious;  but,  in 
reality,  mere  founding  brafs,  and  tinkling  cym- 
balsy  fubftituted  into  the  place  of  Chriftian  cha 
rity  :  a  principle  from  which  no  other  could 
reft  rain  us  from  believing  their  hearts  utterly 
cftranged.  Can  they  think  themfelves  humane, 
who  never  add  one  fingle  mite  to  the  weekly 
and  monthly  collections  of  the  Church,  (in  all 
other  Chriftian  regions  of  the  earth  but  this,  and) 
from  the  beginning  of  Chriftianity  in  the  world, 
the  fureft,  the  beft- Judged,  and  beft-conduded 
fund,  by  which  all  the  wants  and  diftrcflcs  of 
humanity  are  ordinarily  relieved  and  fupplied 
in  the  fociety ;  and  many  of  them  fo  relieved* 
and  only  fo  relieved,  even  here  *  \  Can  they 
think  themfelves  friends  to  virtue,  who  delibe 
rately  decline  the  nobleftaids  and  incitements  to 
it;  the  public  and  united  fupplications  of  the 
faithful  to  the  throne  of  G  o  D,  for  grace  and 
guidance,  to  enlighten  their  fouls,  and  incline 
their  hearts  to  every  focial  and  chriftian  virtue  5 
to  every  office  of  humanity,  to  every  impulfe  of 
charity,  and  every  praiic  and  practice  of  piety? 
Can  they  fcrioufly  think  themfelves  friends  to 
virtue,  who  decline  thefc  aids  and  incitements  to 
it,  and  difcouragc  the  hopes  of  ineftimabk 
rewards  in  heaven  ?  Can  they  think  themfelves 
benevolent,  who,  by  fteadily  abfenting  them- 
felvcs  from  the  public  worfhip  of  GOD,  do  all 
that  in  them  iieth,  to  banifh  all  awe  and  reve- 

*  Ail  \vanrs  and  diftretTcs  relieved  by  briefs, 
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rcnce  of  Him  from  the  earth !  to  efface  and  to 
blot  out  true  Religion  from  the  hearts  of  men ! 
true  Religion,  the  only  fure  cement  of  focicty  ; 
the  true,  and,  let  me  add,  the  only  fure  fountain 
of  glory  to  God  on  high,  and  on  earth  peace, 
good-will  towards  men. 

BUT,  fuppofe  thefe  men  had  charity,  they 
little  know  the  nature  of  Religion,  who  take 
that  to  be  the  whole  of  it :  for  charity  refpcds 
only  our  duty  to  our  neighbours  and  the  duties 
we  owe  to  GOD,  and  to  ourfelves,  are  as  truly 
efTentials  of  Religion,  as  charity  ;  and  thofe  we 
owe  to  GOD,  are  the  bafis  of  the  whole. 

THEY  know  little  of  Religion,  who  do  not 
know,  that  the  fetting  apart  ftatcd  times  for  the 
public  worfhip  of  GOD,  and  attending  conftantly 
upon  it,  is  elTential  to  the  very  being  of  Religion 
in  the  world i  and  therefore,  when  GOD  declares 
to  his  people  by  the  mouth  of  his  prophet,  ( Ez,ek. 
Xx.  19,  20.)  I  am  the  Lord  thy  God,  he  imme 
diately  adds,  as  the  neceflary  confcquence  of 
their  acknowleging  him  in  that  character,  walk 
in  my  ft  at  ut  es,  keep  my  judgments,  and  hallow 
my  Sabbaths.  Every  Chriftian  knows,  that  to  !0ve 
God,  with  all  the  heart,  and  all  the  foul,  is  the 
firft  and  great  commandment ;  and  to  love  our 
neighbour  as  ourfelves,  the  fecond :  but  there  is 
this  plain  diftin&ion  in  the  point ;  we  are  to 
love  God,  the  Fountain  of  all  goodnefs,  and  of 
all  good  to  us,  for  his  own  fake,  and  man  for 
his  Maker's  fake  5  for  reafons  drawn  from  his 
authority  and  appointments.  So  that  the  love 
pf  GOD  is  the  fundamental  and  ruling  principle 
3  of 
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of  all  Religion ;  and  the  Gofpel  hath  added  to 
this,  the  great  effential  of  the  Chriftian  Religion, 
faith  in  Jejus  Chrift.  Upon  thefe  two,  thus  con- 
fidered,  hang  all  the  law.,  the  prof  bets,  the 
evangelifts,  and  the  apoftlcs :  and  therefore  St. 
fPaitl  fums  up  the  whole  of  his  preaching,  both 
to  the  Jewijh  and  Gentile  world,  under  thefe 
two  great  heads,  repentance  towards  God,  and 
faith  towards  our  Lord  Jeftis  Chrift.  Re 
pentance  towards  GOD,  which  implieth a  detefla- 
tion  and  confcilion  of  fin,  a  iincere  love  of 
GOD,  and  forrow  for  offending  him,  and  a  fixt 
purpofe  of  amendment  and  obedience  for  ever 

after and  faich  in  Chrift ',  which  implieth  an 

humble  and  thankful  acceptance  of  this  blcfled 
Son  of  GOD,  as  our  great  Saviour,  and  Sacrifice 
to  the  divine  juftice  for  our  fins  ;  our  great  Re 
deemer,  Reconciler,  and  Mediator  with  GOD. 
And  whofoever  wrants  thefe,  wants  the  great 
fundamentals  of  true  Religion  ;  and  whofoever 
neglects  the  public  worfhip  of  GOD,  deliberately 
negleds  both  thefe,  deliberately  neglects  the 
public  confcflion  of  his  fins,  and  the  great  duties 
confequent  to  his  redemption ;  and,  by  neglecl:- 
ing,  naturally  unlearns  them  ail.  And  whofo 
ever  wants  thefe  fundamentals  of  Chriftianity, 
is  an  infidel  j  and,  as  fuch,  fhall,  at  the  laft  day, 
be  cut  off  by  his  Lord,  and  have  his  portion 
appointed  him  with  the  unbelievers,  St.  Luke 
xiith  chap.  46th  ver. 

HAVING  thus  fhewn  you  feveral  fources  of 
this  crying  guilt,  the  negled  of  GOD'S  public 
worfhip,  together  with  the  great  evils  inimedi* 

atcly 
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CHAP.     I. 

DAVID  defigns  to  build  a  Temple,  out  is 
forbidden,    God's  Promijes  to  his  Pojlz- 
rity.     D  A  v  i  D  9s  Thankfgivings. 

NO  W  was  *David  at  reft,  as  the  facred 
writer  informs  us,  from  all  his  enemies 
round  about  him :  and  now  doubtlefs  he 
recolle&ed  that  command  of  GOD  to 
his  people,  in  the  xiith  chap,  of  'Deuteronomy,  by 
his  prophet  Mojes,  that,  When  God  fiould  give 
them  rejl  from  all  their  enemies  round  about,  Ib 
that  they  ftiould  dwell  in  fafety,  then  (faith  Mo- 
fts)  there  flail  be  a  place,  which  the  Lord  your 
God  /hall  choofe,  to  canfe  his  Name  to  dwell 
there :  thither  fball  ye  bring  all  that  I  command 
VOL.  II.  B  you  j 
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you  5  your  burnt -offer ings >  and  your  facrtfices, 
your  tithes^  &c.  that  is,  that  it  fhould  be  the  refi* 
dence  of  the  ark  of  GOD,  and  the  feat  of  his  fer- 
vice  5  confequently  there  fhould  be  his  temple. 
Jerufalem  was  that  chofcn  place,  GOD  had  now 
given  his  people  reft  from  all  their  enemies  round 
about  them  :  and  therefore  ^David  reafonably 
concluded,  that  now  was  the  time  for  erecting 
the  temple,  and  eftablifhing  the  fervice  of  G  o  D 
in  all  its  perfection.  And  now,  as  is  generally 
believed,  he  penned  the  xciid  P/alm  as  an  hymn 
of  thankfgivingto  GOD,  for  that  blcffing  of  peace 
and  reft  beftdwed  upon  his  people.  But  whoever 
attends  carefully  to  the  ftyle  of  that  pfalm,  will, 
I  imagine,  be  more  inclined  to  believe  it  written 
in  the  interval  between  the  ftrft  Thiliftine  defeat, 
related  in  the  ix^  chapter  of  the  laft  book,  and 
their  fecond  invafion  ,  upon  their  confederating 
anew,  and  gathering  together  to  a  fecond  attempt 
againft  him. 

To  this,  I  apprehend,  refer  thofe  words  in  the 
7th  verfe  of  this  Pfalm  :  When  the  wicked  fpr  ing 
up  as  grafs.  He  had  juft  mowed  down  his  ene 
mies,  and  they  were  now  fpringing  up  again, 
like  a  new  crop  of  grafs  from  a  rich  field  :  but 
how  flourifhing  foever  thefe  workers  ot  iniquity 
were,  'David  fully  confided,  that  they  fhould 
foon  be  dejiroyed  for  ever.  The  glory  of  finners 
is,  at  beft,  but  the  flower  of  a  withering  grafs  : 
but  the  righteous  *  Jhall  flour  ifb  like  a  palm-tree  ^ 
he  fliall  grow  like  a  cedar  in  Lebanon,  which,  at 

*  Ver.  12. 

the 
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the  Tame  time  that  it  inlarges  upon  earth,  rifes 
towards  heaven. 

THE  Pfalm  which  I  take  to  be  the  peculiar 
compofition  of  this  interval  of  reft,  which  fuc- 
ceeded  this  fettlement  of  the  ark  in  its  place,  is 
the  lxxxivth  *  5  for  the  facred  hiftorian  informs 
us,  that  this  fettlement  was  no  fooner  over,  than 
'David  fet  his  heart  upon  building  a  temple  to 
GOD 5  an  edifice  in  fome  meafure  worthy  of  his 
majefty  !  at  lead,  as  far  as  earthly  magnificence 
can  attain  or  exprefs.  He  could  not  bear,  that 
his  own  fovereignty  fhould  be  fet  off  by  a  palace 
of  cedar,  whilft  the  ark  of  GOD,  the  emblem  and 

*  The  author  of  this  Pfalm  fpeaks  of  the  altars  of  GOD  in  a 
manner  that  (hews  them  to  be  then  comparatively  defolated.  — — 
There  were  at  this  time  two  altars  ere&edin  the  kingdom  at'Judea 
to  the  true  GOD,  but  neither  of  them  in  the  place  of  his  own  ap 
pointment  ;  that  at  Hebron  not  attended  by  any  appointed  number 
of  prieftsy  that  we  know  of,  as  that  at  Gibeon  was,  although  but 
flenderly,  and  by  a  few  ;  fo  little  crouded,  that,  the  birds  of  the  air 

might  build  unmolefted  in  them. We  hear  only  of  one  altar 

after  the  building  of  the  temple  ;  therefore  this  Pfalm  was  written 
before  that  period.  The  author  of  this  Pfalm  fpeaks  of  the  taber 
nacles  of  G  o  D  ;  there  were  two  tabernacles  now  extant  :  we  hear 
of  no  tabernacle  after  the  building  of  the  temple  ;  therefore  this 
Pfalm  was  written  before  that  period. 

The  author  of  this  Pfalm  wimes  eagerly  for  the  courts  of  the 
Lord :  the  tabernacle  had  but  one  court  ;  therefore  his  wifher,  rnufl 
be  for  the  courts  of  the  temple,  v/hich  were  many ;  and  as  the 
temple  was  not  yet  extant,  thefe  wifties  could  only  mean  the  author's 
eager  defire  to  fee  that  temple  eredled. 

N.  B.  Since  this  note  was  written,  another  interpretation  of  tfo 
pajfage  referred  to  in  the  Ixxxiv/^  Pfal'n  hath  been  fuggefted 
to  met  by  a  perfo*i  wkofe  judgment  hath  great  weight  with  me. 
In  his  opinion,  the  pajfage  relating  to  the  iparrow  and  the  fwal- 
low  Jhould  be  thus  underload  ;  as  if  David  had  faid,  The  fw al 
low  hath  an  boufe,  and  the  fparrow  a  nejly  &c.  but  my  houfe 
and  my  reft  are  with  thee  ;  even  thy  altars,  O  Lord  of  holts, 
my  King  and  my  God. 

B  2  pledge 
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pledge  of  hisprefence,  and  throne  of  his  earthly 
refidence,  dwelt  under  curtains.  David's  foul 
was  far  exalted  above  thofe  groveling  and  abjed 
fpirits,  which  imagine  the  meaneft  inanfions  fuf- 
ficient  for  the  fervice  of  GOD  >  and  for  that  rea- 
fon  are  little  folicitous  to  have  their  churches  bet 
ter  than  barns,  unanxious  of  adding  any  advan 
tages  or  diftinftions,  that  tended  to  inlarge,  to 
ennoble,  to  exalt  their  fouls.  Had  tDtividbtCti 
in  this  way  of  thinking,  it  is  certain,  the  law  of 
Mofes  then  extant,  and  in  the  hands  of  every  If- 
raelite,  the  priefts,  the  Levites,  the  prophets 
and  their  fchools,  the  altars  at  Hebron  and  Gi- 
beon,  and  the  tabernacles  at  Gibeon  and  Jerufa- 
lem,  their  fervice,  and  their  attendants,  might 
fufficiently  have  anfwered  the  purpofes  of  reli 
gion,  to  his  own  people.  But  this  was  but  a 
fmall  part  of  ^David's  defign.  His  aim  was,  to 
give  the  worfhip  of  GOD  all  the  dignity  due  to 
it  $  to  diffufe  the  glory  of  GOD  throughout  the 
ends  of  the  earth  j  that  the  light  of  true  religion 
fhould  rife  up  from  Jerufalem,  like  the  fun  from 
his  tabernacle  >  that,  like  that,  its  going  forth 
fhould  be  from  the  uttermoft  parts  of  the  hea- 
*ven,  and  its  circuit  unto  the  ends  of  it  5  and  that 
nothing  fiould  be  hid  from  its  vital  and  heavenly 
influence.  This  (as  I  elfewhere  obfcrved)  ap 
pears  evidently  from  the  1th  pfalm  (v.  I,  2.): 
The  mighty  God,  even  the  Lord,  hath  (poken, 
and  called  the  earth,  from  the  rijing  of  the  fun, 
unto  the  going  do^n  thereof.  Out  of  Sion  the 
perfection  of  beauty ^  God, hath  fhined. 

LET 
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L  E  T  us  then  form  to  ourfelves  the  idea  of  a 
man,  greatly  delighted  with  what  he  had  already 
done  towards  the  eftablifhment  of  the  divine  wor- 
fhip,  and  the  propagation  of  true  religion  5  but 
at  the  fame  time,  under  a  deep  fenfe  of  the  defi 
ciency  of  his  beft  endeavours,  and  an  ardent  de- 
fire  of  doing  more  5  filled  with  the  image  of  a 
glorious  and  magnificent  temple,  imprefled  upon 
him  by  the  immediate  influence  of  the  Spirit  of 
G  o  D  *  5  conicious  of  the  immenfe  fums  requifite 
to  the  undertaking,  and  his  own  inability  to  fup- 
ply  them  ;  but  at  the  fame  time,  well  experienced, 
and  fully  confiding,  in  the  bounty  and  beneficence 
of  the  Almighty  to  him.  That  GOD  who  had 
raifed  him  from  the  fold  to  a  throne,  could  as 
eaiily  enable  him  to  build  a  houfe  for  hisworfhip, 
as  far  tranfcending  his  palace,  as  that  did  his  ori 
ginal  cottage.  It  is  t;ue,  his  country  was  at  pre- 
fent  poor  ;  but  it  was  as  cafy  for  G  o  D  to  make  a 
poor  country  rich,  as  to  fill  a  barren  and  dry  val 
ley  with  fountains  of  Jiving  water.  It  was.  a  fixed 
principle  with  'David,  that  he  whofe  nrength 
was  in  GOD,  muft  be  blefTed  (ver.  5-.)  5  and  that 
if  he  had  his  ^ays  at  heart,  he  muft  go  on  from 
Jtrength  to  jirength^  and  find  no  difficulty  infu- 
perable  in  the  profecution  of  his  upright  purpofes. 

LET  the  reader  then  confider  'David  thus  cir- 
cumftanccd  (as  undoubtedly  he  was  at  this  time); 
and  if  he  be  convinced  from  the  note  referred  to 


*    i    Cbron.  xxviii.  11,  i?.  Here  we  are  told,  that 
Salomon  the  pattern  of  the  porch,  C?V.  and  of  all  that  hf  bad  by 
jgirit,  of  the  keujc,  &c. 

53 
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in  p.  3.  that  this  Pfalm  could  not  be  written, 
after  the  building  of  the  temple,  he  will  beft  judge 
for  himfelf,  whether  it  was  moft  probably  writ* 
ten  in  this  fituation  of  ^David's  mind  and  circum- 
ftances. 

THAT  'David  was  highly  delighted  with  the 
eftablifhrnent  of  the  tabernacle,  and  its  fervice, 
and  at  the  fame  time  had  his  heart  fet  upon  build 
ing  the  temple,  is  not  to  be  denied.  The  reader 
then  will  beft  judge  for  himieif,  who  elfe  but 
'David could  cry  out  in  that  transport  of  delight, 
fervent  piety,  ardent  defire,  and  earned  longing 
for  the  temple  of  GOD,  Pfal.  Ixxxiv.  i.  How 
amiable  are  thy  tabernacles,  O  Lord  of  hofts  ! — 
2.  My  foul  longeth  *,  yea  even  fainteth.for  the 
courts  of  the  Lord:  my  heart  ana  my  flejh  crieth 
out  for  the  living  God.  -—  O  Lord  God  of  Lofts, 

hear,  my  prayer. O  Lord  our  Jbield,  look  upon 

the  face  of  thine  anointed. For  the  Lord 

God  is  a  fun  and  a  ftield :  the  Lord  will  give 
grace  and  glory  ;  no  good  thing  will  he  with 
hold  from  them  that  walk  uprightly. 

LET  us  fuppofe  then,  (what  is  not  all  unna 
tural)  that  'David,  upon  conceiving  this  great 
defign  of  building  the  temple,  had  poured  out  his 
purpofe  in  fervent  prayers  to  GOD,  imploring  his 
aid  and  protection,  and  confiding  in  hisfupport, 
to  the  accomplifhment  of  it;  could  any  words 
more  aptly  or  emphatically  exprefs  the  fulnefs  of 
his  heart  upon,  this  head  than  thofc  of  this 
Pfalm? 

*  If  the  humble  tabernacles  of  GOD  were  fo  delightful,  how 
much  more  the  courts  of  the  temple  in  all  their  grandeur  and  glory  \ 

LET 
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L  E  T  us  fuppofe  him  to  have  communicated 
any  pfalm  he  compofed  upon  this  occafion,  to 
Nathan,  his  prophet,  and  his  friend  5  what  other 
anfwer  could  the  prophet  make  to  him,  on  fup- 
pofition  that  this  was  the  very  Pfalm  fo  commu 
nicated,  than  that  which  we  find  recorded  of 
him  2  Sam.  vii.  3  ?  Let  the  candid  reader  examine 
and  compare. 

PSALMIST. 

My  foul  longeth,  yea  even  fainteth,  for  the 
courts  of  the  Lord :  my  heart  and  my  flejk 
crieth  out  for  the  living  God. 

Bleffedis  the  man  whofe  flrengthis  in  thee. 

No  good  thing  will  he  with-hold from  them 

that  walk  uprightly. O  Lord  of  hofts, 

bleffed  is  the  man  that  trujteth  in  thee. 

PROPHET. 

Go,  do  all  that  is  in  thine  heart :  for  the  Lord 
is  with  thee. 

NATHAN  found  that  the  purpofe  of  building 
the  temple  was  deep  at  'David's  heart  5  he  per 
ceived  that  GOD  had  hitherto  remarkably  blefTed 
and  protected  him,  and  that  'David  intirely 
relied  upon  his  protection  5  and  therefore,  when 
he  told  him  of  his  dcfign  to  build  the  temple, 
he  bids  him  go  and  do  all  that  was  in  his  heart  j 
for  the  Lord  was  with  him. 

THIS  was  the  decifion  of  a  prophet,  in  favour 

of  'David's  purpolc;  but  we  learn  from  this 

hiftory,  that  even  the  dccifions  of  prophets,  ia 

favour  of  the  belt  purpoics,  without  tl>e  imme- 

B  diate 
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diate  authority  of  G  o  D,  are  not  always  to  be 
depended  upon  ( Lines  of  unerring  guidance  are 
too  narrow  for  the  devious  fpirit  of  man  * ) :  for 
the  facred  writers  inform  us,  that  the  word  of 
the  Lord  came  that  fame  night  to  Nathan,  in 
forming  him  to  this  purpofe,  and  commanding 
him  to  go  and  tell  *D#vid  his_  fervant,  that  he 
approved  of  his  intention  to  build  him  an  houie, 
but  had  referved  the  execution  of  that  great  dc- 
fign  for  one  of  his  fons :  that,  as  his  people  had 
hitherto  been  in  a  fluduating  unfettled  ftate,  he 
had  chofen  to  have  the  ark  of  his  covenant  de- 
pofited  in  a  tabernacle,  capable  of  being  carried 
from  place  to  place,  as  their  occafions  required : 
that  he  had  now  appointed  a  place  for  them,  and 
would  eftablifh  them,  in  a  more  fettled  and  un- 
difturbed  condition,  than  had  hitherto  been 
indulged  them,  unmolefted  and  unopprcflcd  by 
the  wicked  world  around  them,  as  he  then  was : 
that  as  for  'David  himfdf,  GOD,  who  had  raifed 
him  from  an  humble  fhcphcrd  to  a  monarch  of 
no  mean  figure  and  efteem  in  the  earth,  who  had 
iignally  bleffed  him  in  all  his  undertakings,  had 
yet  a  great  deal  of  other  work  for  him  to  do  : 
that  as  he  had  hitherto  fubdued  all  his  enemies 
before  him,  he  would  ftill  continue  to  do  fo, 
(  for  many  more  yet  remained  to  be  conquered  f ) 

till  they  were  all  deftroyed. There  is  another 

reafon  elfewhere  ij:  afligned  for  GOD'S  refufing  to 

*  Nimis  angujla  res  eft  nufpiam  err  are. 

This  is  plainly  implied  in  that  promife,  I  Ckron*  xvii.  IQ,« 
over  I  will  fubdue  all  thine  enemies. 
I  Chran,  xxii.    I  Kings  v. 

let 
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let  'David  build  him  an  houfe  5  but  as  it  is  pro 
bable  that  was  given  at  another  time,  it  will  be 
more  properly  confidered  in  the  fubiequent  part 
of  this  hiftory. 

THIS  refufal  was  followed  by  a  promife  full 
of  confolation,  that  GOD  would  afifuredly  make 
him  an  houfe,  and  when  his  days  were  fulfilled, 
and  he  fhould  fleep  with  his  fathers,  he  would 
fet  up  his  feed  after  him,  which  fhoald  be  of  his 
fons>  and  eftablifh  his  kingdom  5  adding,  He 
flail  build  an  houfe  for  my  Name,  and  I  will 
eftablifh  the  throne  of  his  kingdom  for  ever.  I 
will  be  his  fat  her  y  and  he  flail  be  my  fon :  if 
he  commit  iniquity,  I  will  chaften  him  with 
the  rod  of  men  *,  and  with  the  ftrifes  of  the 
children  of  men ;  but  my  mercy  Jhall  not  depart 
away  from  him,  as  I  took  it  away  from  Saul* 
whom  I  put  away  before  thee$  and  thine  houfe 
and  thy  kingdom  jball  be  eftablijhed  for  ever  be 
fore  thee  f. 

THESE  promifes  plainly  refpect  Solomon^ 
and  his  poiterity  according  to  the  flefh,  the  kings 
of  Judah:  but  there  is  a  fupplement  to  this 
account,  recorded  in  the  xviith  chap,  of  the  firft 

*  It  is  remarkable,  that  the  original  text  is,  old  men  ;  that  is, 
with  the  gentlenefs  of  men  to  the  children  of  their  old  age. 

^  This  is  a  plain  indication  of  the  immortality  of  the  foul,  and 
a  lure  promife  to  Dtwid,  that  he  himfelf  mould  fee  that  eftabiim- 
rnent,  and  continuance  of  it;  which  makes  that  paflage  in  the 
xxift  Pfalm  compofed  by  David  ( and  as  I  am  fully  fotisfied,  refer 
ring  to  this  paffage )  clear  and  intelligible,  which  hath  hitherto 
been  utterly  unintelligible  to  me.  He  ajked  life  of  thee,  and  thou, 
ga<veft  him  length  of  days  for  ever  and  ever.  His  glory  is  great  in 
thy  fafaation  :  honour  and  majefty  haft  thou  laid  upon  him ;  for  thou 
haft  made  him  mojl  ileff'ed  for  e<ver.  

book 
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book  of  Chronicles,  at  the  i^th  verfe;  which 
contains  a  promife,  that  can  only  refped  that  fon 
of  'David,  who  was  at  the  fame  time  ftridly 

and  immediately  the  Son  of  GOD Iwilljettle 

him  in  my  houfe  *y  and  in  my  kingdom,  for  ever* 
and  his  throne  ft  all  be  eftablified  for  evermore. 
And  this  is  accordingly  applied  to  our  bleffed 
Saviour  by  an  angel  from  heaven,  in  the  firft 
chapter  of  St.  Luke's  gofpel  at  the  32^  and  33^ 
verfes :  And  he  ft  all  be  great,  and  ft  all  be  called 
the  Son  of  the  Higheft :  and  the  Lord  Godftall 
give  unto  him  the  throne  of  his  father  'David. 
And  he  ft  all  reign  over  the  houfe  of  Jacob  for 
ever.  And  of  his  kingdom  there  ft  all  be  no  end  f. 

THE  goodnefs  of  GOD  to  his  fervant  'David 
is  eminently  confpicuous  in  this  meflagc.  He 
refufed  him  the  requcft  which  he  had  let  his  heart 
upon,  above  all  other  5  the  granting  of  which,  I 
am  fatisfied,  would  have  given  him  more  folid 
joy,  than  the  fpvereignty  of  the  whole  earth : 
but  he  foftened  the  refufal,  by  the  kindeft  pro- 
xnifcs  and  affurances  5  by  promifes  of  fignal  and 
long  continuing  favours  to  his  pofterityj  long 
continuing  in  earthly  fpiendor  and  authority,  and 
concluding  in  an  eternal  dominion  over  the 
church  and  people  of  GOD. 

As  foon  as  Nathan  had  delivered  this  divine 
jnelfage  to  the  king,  T^avid,  overwhelmed  at 

*  That  by  the  houfe  of  GOD  is  meant  his  church,  St.  Paul 
fully  informs  us,  1  Tim.  iii.  15.  That  tbcu  mayfl  know  how  tbou 
ought  eft  to  behave  thyfelfin  the  houfe  of  God,  which  is  the  church 
of  the  living  God,  the  pillar  and  ground  of  truth. 

\  The  like  application  is  alto  made  by  St.  Paul,  Heb.  i.  5.  And 
again,  I  will  be  to  him  a  fathtr,  and  bfjball  be  to  me  a  Son. 

once 
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once  with  gratitude  and  aftonifhment  at  the  in 
finite  bounty  of  GOD  to  him,  haftens  to  the 
tabernacle,  to  indulge  the  overflowings  of  his 
heart,  and  pour  out  his  acknowledgments  to  his 
Divine  Benefador.  Accordingly,  he  fat  down 
before  the  throne  of  GOD,  unqueftionably 
crouching,  and  fitting  upon  his  feet,  the  pofture 
of  moft  fubmiflive  humiliation  in  the  eaftern 
world  5  and  there,  in  broken  accents  of  throbbing 
and  panting  gratitude,  he  labours  out  his  prayers 
of  praifes  and  thanksgivings  to  his  Maker,  for 
his  unbounded,  unmerited,  and  unfjpeakable 
mercies. 

WHO  am  /,  O  Lord  God — and  what  is  my 

houfe that  thou  ha  ft  brought  me  hitherto'? 

And  this  was  yet  a  (mall  thing  in  thy  fight,  O 

Lord  God but  thou  haft  fpoken  alfo  of  thy 

Jervanfs  houfe  for  a  great  while  to  come  *, 

and  haft  regarded  me  according  to  the  eft  ate  of 

a  man  of  high  degree. O  Lord  God and 

what  can  'David  fay  more  unto  thee? For 

thou,  Lord  God,  knoweft  thy  fervant. • 

HERE  he  ceafed,  and  paufed the  ftyle  and 

fentence  (hew  it And  after  a  while  refumes 

his  acknowledgments,  in  a  drain,  that  demon- 
ilrates  the  broken,  opprefTed,  unconnected  con 
dition  of  his  thoughts,  bewildered  with  gratitude, 
and  an  overflowing  fenfe  of  the  divine  good- 
nefs  to  him. 

*  It  is  obferv  ,ble,  that  what  Nathan  exprefles  by  for  ever, 
David  explains  by  a  great  while  to  come  ;  which  plainly  proves, 
that/0;-  e-ver  does  not  always  mean  a  perpetual  duration  according 
to  the  Hebrew  idiom. 

FOR 
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FOR  thy  work's  fake,  and  according  to  thine 
own  heart,  haft  thou  done  all  thefe  great 
things to  make  thy  few  ant  know there 
fore  thon  art  great.,  O  Lord  God !  for  there  is 
none  like  thee^  neither  any  God  beftde  thee,  ac 
cording  to  all  that  we  have  heard  with  our 
ears, 

AND  here  his  contemplation  upon  the  gran 
deur  and  immenfity  of  the  Divine  Being,  and 
peculiar  goodnefs  to  himfelf,  carries  him  to  con- 
iider  his  infinite  mercies  to  his  peculiar  people; 
And  what  one  nation  in  the  earth  is  like  thy 
feople  Ifrael,  whom  God  went  to  redeem,  to  be 
his  own  people,  to  make  thee  a  name  of  great- 
nefs  and  terriblenefs,  by  driving  out  nations 
from  before  thy  people,  whom  thou  haft  redeemed 
out  of  Egypt,  the  nations,  and  their  gods? — - 
For  thy  people  Ifrael  didft  thou  make  thine  own 
people  for  ever  ^  and  thou,  Lord,  became  ft  their 
God.  ' 

AND  now,  recollecting  that  it  was  princi 
pally  for  their  fakes  he  was  exalted  and  eftablifhed 
in  the  throne,  he  proceeds  with  more  confidence 
and  earneftnels  to  implore  of  GOD  the  comple 
tion  of  his  promife  to  himfelf,  and  hishoufe.— 

THEREFORE  now,  Lord,  let  the  thing 
that  thou  haft  fpoken  concerning  thy  flrvant> 
and  concerning  his  houfe,  be  eftablifhed  for  ever  j; 
and  do  as  thou  haft  fatd*. 

t  FOR  tkou  haft  confirmed  to  thyfelf  thy 
people  Ifrael  to  be  a  people  unto  thee  for  ever : 

*    I  Cbron.  xvii.  23. 

•j-  2  Sam.  vii.  24.  to  the  end, 

and, 
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and  thou,  Lord,  art  become  their  God.  And 
now,  O  Lord  God,  the  word  that  thou  haft 
ffoken  concerning  thy  fervant,  and  concerning 
his  houfe,  eftablifb  it  for  ever,  and  do  as  thou 
haftjaid.  And  let  thy  Name  be  magnified  for 
ever,  faying,  The  Lord  of  hofts  is  the  God  over 
Ifrael:  and  let  the  houfe  of  thy  fervant  'David 
be  eftabliflied  before  th&e.  For  thou,  O  Lord  of 
hofls,  God  ofl/rael,  haft  revealed  to  thy  fervant, 
faying,  I  will  build  thee  an  houfe:  therefore 
hath  thyfervant  found  in  his  heart  to  fray  this 
prayer  unto  thee.  And  now,  O  Lord  God,  thou 
art  that  God,  and  thy  words  be  true,  and  thou 
haft  promifed  this  goodnefs  unto  thy  fervant. 
Therefore  now  let  itpleafe  thee  to  blefs  the  houfe 
of  thy  fervant,  that  it  may  continue  for  ever 
before  thee.  For  thou,  O  Lord  God,  haftfpoken 
it,  and  with  thy  blejjlng  let  the  houfe  of  thy 
fervant  be  blejf'ed  for  ever.  To  my  eye,  the 
workings  of  a  bread  opprefifed  and  overflowing 
with  gratitude,  are  painted  ftronger  in  this  prayer, 
than  I  ever  obferved  them  in  any  other  inftance. 
It  is  eafy  to  fee,  that  his  heart  was  wholly  polTeft 
with  a  fubjedl  which  he  did  not  know  how  to 
quit,  becaufe  he  did  not  know  how  to  do  juftice  to 
his  own  fenfeof  the  ineftimable  bleffings  poured 
down  upon  himfelf,  and  promifcd  to  his  pofte- 
rity  5  and  much  lefs  to  the  infinite  bounty  of  his 
Benefador.  In  the  earncftnefs  and  contention 
of  his  prayer,  I  behold  him  in  the  light  of  Jacob 
wrejtling  with  God,  and  crying  out,  1  will 
not  let  the  ego,  except  thou  blefs  me ;  and  in  the 
fulnefs  of  his  gratitude  to  that  GOD,  who  loaded 

him 
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him  with  his  benefits,  I  imagine  I  behold  him  in 
the  conclufion,  bowing  down  and  iiibmitting  in 
the  words  of  the  iiid  Tfalm^  ver.  8.  Salvation  be- 
longeth  unto  the  Lord :  thy  >blejfing  is  upon  thy 
feople. 

THEN,  in  the  rapture  of  fuch  tranfcendent, 
fuch  aftonifhing  bleflings  from  GOD,  was  com- 
pofed  the  xxift  Pfalmi  and  indeed  well  might 
'David  cry  out  upon  that  glorious  occafion,  The 
king  jhall  joy  in  thyjlrength,  0  Lord,  and  in  thy 
falvation  bow  greatly  /hall  he  rejoice  !  'Thou  haft 
given  him  his  heart's  de/ire,  and  haft  not  wiih- 
holden  the  reqyeft  of  his  lips.  For  thou  prevent  eft 
him  with  the  blejjings  of  goodnej's  :  thou  fettejl  a 
crown  of  pure  gold  upon  his  head.  He  asked  life 
of 'the 'e,  and  thou  gaveft  him  length  of  days>  for 
ever  and  ever. 


CHAP.  II. 

DAVID  invades  Philiftia,  and  takes  Gath, 

&c. He  then  invades  and  fub dues 

Moab. 

T\AVICD,  having  learnt  from  Nathan's  an- 
•^-^  fwer,  related  in  the  laft  chapter,  that  altho' 
he  was  not  to  build  a  temple  to  GOD,  yet  he  was 
appointed  to  fubdue  his  enemies,  and  eftablifh 
his  people  in  peace  and  fecurity,  was  naturally 
led  to  refleft,  that  fuice  they  were  not  yet  in 
full  pofleffion  of  the  promifed  land,  it  was  his 
peculiar  bufinefs  to  drive  out  the  enemy,  and 

fettle 
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fettle  his  people  in  it.  Befides  this,  his  fon  was 
to  build  a  temple,  which  required  immenfe  fums 
to  ered  and  to  adorn  it.  The  wealth  of  the  van- 
quifhed  of  courfe  becomes  the  victor's  $  and  much 
of  that  in  the  hands  of  his  devoted  enemies,  was 
employ 'd  (under  the  colour  of  religion)  to  the 
vileft  purpofes  that  can  debate  or  deprave  the 
human  nature.  What  nobler  refolution  could 
be  taken,  than  to  refcue  that  treafure  from  the 
vileft  of  all  ufes,  and  apply  it  to  the  nobleft  ?  To 
employ  the  fpoils  of  the  moft  deteftable  idolatry 
to  the  eftablimment  and  inlargement  of  the  pure 
and  perfed  worfhip  of  the  only  GOD  ? 

THE  Thitiftines  had  lately  invaded  Ifrael 
twice,  and  were  fuccefsfully  repulfed  $  and  ho- 
ftilities  had  now  ceafed  on  both  fides,  apparently 
by  tacit  confent  5  but,  as  no  treaty  of  peace  had 
intervened,  ( for  no  trace  or  hint  of  any  fuch 
treaty  is  found  in  the  facred  writers)  *D avid  was 
at  full  liberty  to  renew  them  whenever  he  pleafed; 
and  therefore  Mr.  Boyle  is,  with  great  fubmif- 
fion,  very  idle  in  his  cenfures  upon  this  part  of 
^David's  condud :  and,  when  he  is  found  la  very 
uncafuiftical  in  fo  many  decifions,  the  impartial 
reader  hath  an  unqueftionable  light  to  fufped 
him  in  all  ; 

While  wits  and  Templars  eifry  fentence  raife. 
And  wonder  with  afoolijhface  ofpraife. 

BUT  to  proceed : 

DAVID,  finding  now  a  fit  occafion  of  renewing 
hoftilitics  ^gainft  the  Philiftwes,  did  fo  accord 
ingly. 

IT 
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IT  is  obvious  to  obferve  upon  this  occafion, 
that  'David,  from  the  conftitution  of  his  militia, 
had  more  advantages  for  invading  his  enemies, 
fudden  and  unfufpe&ed,  than  any  prince  we  read 
of  in  hiftory :  inafmuch  as  at  the  going  out  of 
one  courfe,    and   the  coming  in  of  another, 
(  month  by  month )  forty-eight  thoufand  men, 
well  armed  and  appointed,  were  on  foot  5  and 
came  together  once  every  month,  on  one  day. 
A  number  ( even  fuppofing  their   officers  in 
cluded)  fufficient-  to  undertake  almoft  any  expe 
dition  :  at  leaft,  if  we  may  rely  either  upon  the 
judgment  of  one  of  the  greateft  captains  of  the 
laft  age,  who  thought  a  fmaller  number  fuffi 
cient  for  the  command  of  any  one  man*,  or 
the  example  of  the  greateft  captains,  and  moft 
fuccefsful  armies  of  all  antiquity.     And,  as  this 
interchange  of  courfes  caufed  an  inceflant  march 
ing  of  the  forces  to  and  fro,  on  the  day  of  the 
change,  it  was  eafy,    under  that  cover,  to  af~ 
femble  the  army  in  one  day,  and  in  any  number, 
and  at  what   part   of  the  kingdom  the    king 
pleafed;    and  confequently,   to  invade  and  fur- 
prife  his  enemies,  on  whatever  quarter  he  thought 
fit  5  as  I  believe  he  furprifcd  the  Philiftines  at 
this  time.    It  is  true,  the  text  only  tells  us,  that 
^David  fmote  and  Jubdued  them.     But,  if  we 
eftimated  the  fuccefs  of  this  expedition  by  the 
concifenefs  of  the  relator's  ftyle,  we  fhould  be 
obliged  to  conclude,  that  he  accomplished  it, 
at  leaft,  with  one  degree  of  greater  difpatch, 

*  Turenne  thought  an  army  of  thirty  thoufand  men  as  much  as 
one  man  could  command. 

than 
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than  Cafar  did  that  conqueft,  which  he  relates 
only  by  thofe  celebrated  three  words,  Veni,  vidi, 
vici*.  The  truth  is,  the  facrcd  hiftorians  re 
count  expeditions  in  three  words,  which,  in  the 
iiands  of  heathen  writers^  would  fill  volumes : 
but  it  fhould  be  obferved,  that  they  do  this,  from 
a  thorough  contempt  of  that  vanity  which  coa- 
trafted  Ctffar's  ftyle. 

THEIR  bufincfs  is,  to  illuftrate  the  difpen* 
fations  of  Divine  Providence,  in  the  feveral  in- 
Itances  of  GOD'S  infinite  wifdom,  goodnefs,  and 
mercy,  to  the  fons  of  men ;  and  above  all,  his 
fteady  rewards  of  righteoufnefs,  and  chaftifements 
of  guilts  and  to  attain  that  end,  they  haften  to 
the  events  of  actions  and  counfels,  and  the  pur- 
pofes  of  Providence  accomplished  by  them  5  de- 
fpifing>  for  the  moft  part,  all  that  difplay  of  the 
human  prudence  and  prowefs  in  the  condud  of 
them,  together  with  the  minuter  circumftances 
of  time,  place,  and  accidents,  which  inlarge  and 
imbellifh  the  works  of  common  writers.  Hence 
it  is,  that  we  are  left  utterly  in  the  dark,  with 
regard  to  the  time,  manner,  and  occafion  of 
^David's  commencing  this  war;  and  are  only 
informed,  that,  after  he  had  defeated  the  enemy, 
he  next  affaultcd  and  took  ( whether  by  fiege  or 
ftorm,  is  not  faid  )  Gath  and  her  towns,  out  of 
the  hand  of  the  Thiliftines  ( i  Chron.  xviii.  i.) ; 
in  the  original  it  is,  Gath  and  her  daughters : 
the  taking,  of  which  places  is,  in  the  viiith  chap. 
of  the  2<*  book  of  Samuel,  expreffed  by  the 

*  I  came,  I  faw,  I  conquered. 

VOL.  II.  C  taking 
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taking  of  Metheg  Ammah ;  which  fome  learned 
men  think  fhould  be  tranflated,  Metheg  and  her 
mother ;  that  is,  the  daughter  and  the  mother 
city,  Metheg^  and  Gath,  her  metropolis :  altho* 
others  chufe  rather  to  tranflate  thofe  words  Me 
theg  Ammah>  The  bridle  of  the  angle  ;  appre 
hending  that  Gath  was  fo  called,  on  account  of 
its  being  a  garifon,  which  kept  all  the  contiguous 
country  of  Jud<ea  in  awe  5  and  was  now  in  the 
hands  of  ^David^  a  curb  upon  the  Thiliftines^  as 
it  was  before  upon  the  Jews.  This  is  certain,  it 
was  the  metropolis  of  one  of  the  five  Philiftine 
principalities  5  the  feat  of  their  kings,  and  the 
mother  of  giants.  This  alfo  is  certain,  that  upon 
the  taking  of  it  Go/iah's  family  was  not  de- 
ftroyed:  for  we  afterwards  hear  of  them  more 
than  once,  in  the  courfe  of  this  hiftory*  As  they 
were  a  gigantic  family,  I  imagine  they  might 
have  been  fpared  by  'David,  from  an  uncom 
mon  ftrain  of  generofity;  or  as  monuments  of 
the  truth  and  greatnefsof  his  vidory  over  Goliah. 
I  am  far  from  pronouncing,  that  vanity  was  the 
motive  of  his  mercy  to  that  race;  but  this  muft 
be  owned,  that,  if  human  frailty  had  any  fhare  in 
it,  Ttavid  fuffered  a  iufficient  chaftifement  for 
it  5  as  will  be  feen  in  the  fequel  of  this  hiftory. 

DAVID  next  invaded  and  fubdued  Moab> 
after  Amalek,  the  moft  antient,  inveterate,  and 
hereditary  enemy  of  the  Jewijb  races  altho'  de- 
fcended  from  Lot  their  kinfman.  And  altho' 
the  Moabites  earneftly  invited  Balaam  to  curfe 
Ifraely  and  confederated  withMidian  to  deftroy 
them  5  yet  could  not  the  Israelites  be  provoked 

to 
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to  do  them  any  evil :  but  palled  them  by,  un- 
molefted;  and  fetched  a  compals  round  their 
border,  rather  than  give  them  any  umbrage,  or 
difquieta  by  marching  thro'  their  country.  The 
reafon  of  this  conduct  is  explained  by  Mofes,  in 
the  ii^chap.  ot'Deut.  ver.  <?.  where  he  tells  us, 
that  he  received  an  cxprcfs  prohibition  from 
GOD,  cither  to  diftrefs  them,  or  contend  with, 
them  in  battle,  or  drip  them  of  their  territories*. 
But  at  the  fame  time  that  they  were  commanded 
not  to  moleft  them,  or  make  war  againft  them, 
Or  take  away  any  of  their  territories ;  they  were 
as  cxprefly  commanded  never  to  make  peace,  or 
enter  into  an  alliance  with  them,  or  promote  their 
well-being,  by  any  means  whatsoever;  or  fo  much 
as  to  admit  any  man  of  that  nation  into  the  con 
gregation  of  Ifrael  to  the  tenth  generation  f. 
Now?thefe  are  parts  of  thefacred  hiftory,  which, 
in  my  humble  opinion,  demonftrate  at  once 
their  own  truth,  and  divine  origin.  It  never 
yet  made  any  part  of  human  policy,  never  to 
have  either  peace  or  war  with  a  neighbour- 
nation  ;  and  much  lefs,  neither  to  invade  or  con 
quer  a  weaker  hoftile  nation  ( notwithftanding 
the  mod  grievous  provocations)  already  more 
than  half  fubdued  by  their  own  fears  :£,  when 

*  And  the  Lord  /aid  unto  me,  Dtftrefs  not  the  Moahites>  neither 
contend  with  them  in  battle  :  for  I  'will  not  give  thee  of  their  land 
for  a  poffejfion,  hecauje  I  have  given  Ar  unto  the  children  of  Lot 
for  a  -pojfejffion. 

f  Deut.  xxiii.  3,  4,  5,  6. 

j  Numb.  xxii.  3.  And  Moal  nvasfore  afraid  of  the  people,  le- 
fauff  they  'were  many :  and  Moab  <was  fore  diftrefed  bscaufe  of 
the  children  of  JfraeL 

C  2  it 
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it  could  be  done  with  great  eafe,  and  to  great 
advantage.  Now,  it  is  demonftrable  from  the 
facred  hiftory,  that  the  Jews  were  commanded 
to  hold  this  condud  with  regard  to  the  Moab- 
ites ;  and  a&ually  did  fo,  where  their  obedience 
was  put  to  the  liardeft  trial.  Nor  is  there  any 
other  imaginable  reafon,  why  they  fpared  Moaby 
a  weaker  nation,  after  they  had  utterly  defeated 
Amalek,  a  much  ftronger  5  and  even  after  they 
had  deftroyed  Sihon  the  oppreflbr  of  Moab,  and 
made  themfelves  abfolute  mafters  of  his  country. 
But  the  candid  reader  will  pleafe  to  obferve,  that 
this  prohibition  from  Almighty  GOD  could  never 
be  intended  either  to  hinder  Ifrael  from  repel 
ling  a  Moabite  invafion,  or  retorting  the  injury, 
and  chaftifing  the  authors. 

WE  have  feen  in  the  ixth  chap,  of  the  former 
book,  that  the  Moabites  were  confederate  with 
the  VhiliftineSi  and  other  nations,  in  their  late 
invafionsofJWtftf:  and  it  feems  to  have  been 
^David's  policy  at  this  time,  after  he  had  defeated 
an,d  difperfed  the  confederate  army,  to  invade 
each  of  thofe  nations  apart,  which  made  it  up* 
Accordingly  we  find,  that,  after  he  had  invaded 
and  humbled  Philiftia,  he  fmote  and  fubdued 
Moab.  Then  was  fulfilled  that  remarkable  pro 
phecy  of  Balaam,  Numb.  xxiv.  17,  18.  A  fee* 
ptrefoall  rife  vut  of  Ifrael,  and  foall  fmite  the 
corners  of  Moab,  and  dejiroy  all  the  children  of 
Sbeth  :  and  Edom  foall  be  a  poffejfiony  Seir  alfo 
fiall  be  a  pojjej/ionfor  bis  enemies,  -and  Ifrael  foall 
do  valiantly.  Agreeably  to  the  firft  part  of  this 
prediction,  the  text  tells  us,  t\\xt  David  fmote 
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Moab,  and  meafured  them  with  a  line,  casing 
them  down  to  the  ground  ;  even  with  two  lines 
meafured  he  to  put  to  death,  and  with  one  full 
line  to  keep  alive  ;  and  fo  the  Moabites  became 
Davids  fervants,  and  brought  gifts. 

FEW  texts  have  more  perplexed  the  learned 
than  this.  Some  think,  the  expreflion  of  caft- 
ing  them  down  to  the  ground,  alludes  to  an 
Eaftem  practice  of  making  thofe  who  were 
condemned  to  die,  lie  upon  their  faces,  till  they 
received  the  executioner's  ftroke  :  And,  if  this 
was  the  cafe,  then  may  we  reafonably  conclude, 
(inafmuch  as  this  was  no  y«*^purtiftment) 
that  'David  executed  that  mod  wife  and  righteous 
law  of  retaliation  upon  the  Moabites,  by  treat 
ing  them  in  the  fame  manner  they  were  wont 
to  treat  thofe  whom  they  conquered.  Others 
imagine,  with  more  reafon,  that  the  expreflion 
of  cajling  down,  refers  to  the  demolition  of 
thofe  forts  and  ftrong-holds  which  made  obfti- 
nate  refiftance;  upon  the  taking  of  which,  they 
difcriminated  between  thofe  who  were  hardy 
and  determined  in  refufing  all  offers  of  mercy, 
upon  their  fubmiflion,  and  thofe  who  were 
unwillingly  with-held  by  their  rulers  and  com 
manders  from  accepting  the  mercy  offered  them  ; 
faving  the  one,  and  putting  the  other  to  death. 
And  agreeably  to  this  fenfe,  the  Hebrew  text 
may,  and  I  think  ought  to  be  underftood  thus  : 
With  two  lines  meafured  he,  <ui-&.  one*  to  put 


*  Such  ellipfes  are  common  in  t^e  facrcd  ftyle,  an,d 
many  inflances,  -.leceflarily  be  underilood  and  fupplied  in  the  fame 
wanner  that  I  fuppofe  this  ftould-. 

c  to 
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to  death  (thofe  obftinate  few  who  rejected  all 
offers  of  mercy)  5  and  with  one  fall  line  ( in  the 
original,  a  line  of  plenitude)  to  keep  alive; 
that  is,  to  fave  all  thofe  who  would  have  fub- 
mitted,  and  accepted  proffered  mercy,  had  they 
been  fuffered. 

AND  this  interpretation  is,Ithink,ftrengthened 
by  the  expreffions  made  ufe  of  by  the  facred 
writer  on  this  occafion.  Now,  in  the  original, 
the  word  which  we  render  the  corners  ofMoab, 
might  better  be  tran  dated  the  princes  of  Moab, 
as  the  word  which  we  render  deflroy  ( deftroy  all 
the  children  of  Sheth)  fignifies  in  the  original  to 
tinwatt:  and  then  the  plain  fenfe  of  the  text 
\vill  ftand  thus  5  that  this  fceptre,  which  fliould 
arife  out  of  Ifraei,  fhould  fmite  the  princes,  that 
is,  the  ruling  commanding  part  of  Moab,  and 
unwall,  that  is,  demolifli  their  fenced  cities,  or 
rather  their  fortifications.  And  agreeably  to  this 
interpretation,  I  apprehend  that  'David  put  the 
commanding  officers,  in  every  city  that  refifted, 
to  death,  and  fpared  the  people :  and  it  appears 
Efficiently  from  the  fubfequent  part  of  the  text, 
that  they  who  fubmitted  were  received  into 
mercy,  and  became  tributary. 

LET  it  be  obferved  upon  this  occafion,  that 
^Daifyd  was  a  prophet,  and  throughly  verfed  in 
the  Scmpuures;  and  when  he  had  there  learnt, 
that  a  king  was  to  arife  out  of  Jacob,  who  fhould 
one  day  fmite  and  fubdue  Moab,  it  was  not  hard 
for  him  to  difcern  in  the  fpirit  of  prophecy,  that 
he  himfelf  was  that  king,  efpecially  after  the 
mcflage  delivered  to  him  by  Nathan,  from  the 
i  word 
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word  of  the  LORD,  And  there  is  no  doubt  but 
he  executed  the  fentence  denounced  againft 
Moab,  in  the  prophecy  o£  Balaam,  in  that  fenfe 
in  which  the  Spirit  of  GOD  denounced  it*, 
which  I  apprehend  to  be  that  now  explained. 

BUT,  fuppofing  *B#ifid  deftroyed  two-thirds 
of  the  Moabites  on  this  occafion,  and  faved  only 
one  third,  (for  fo  fome  underftand  the  text)  the 
feverity  of  this  chaftifement  was  no  greater  than 
that  which  GOD  himfelf  denounces  againft  his 
own  people  for  their  fins,  Zech.  xiii.  8.  And 
it  Jhall  come  to  pafs,  that  in  all  tfce  land,  faith 
the  Lord)  two  parts  therein  flail  be  cut  off]  and: 
die,  but  the  third  fiall  be  left  therein.  And  why- 
might  not  the  fins  of  the  Moabitef  deferve  this 
chaftifement  now,  as  thofe  of  the  Jews  did  at 
the  time  referred  to  in  this  prophecy  ?  The 
greateft  fins  the  Jews  ever  committed  againft 
GOD,  were  thofe  corruptions  which  they  copied 
from  their  neighbour-nations  5  the  moft  abo* 
minable  of  all  which  were  pradifed  by  the  very 
nation  we  are  now  fpcaking  off  5  and  therefore 
there  is  good  reafon  to  believe,  that  they  now 
deferved  the  fame  feverity  of  vengeance  from 
the  juftice  of  GOD,  which  he  afterwards  infli&ed 
upon  his  own  people. 

*  That  he  carefully  attended  to  the  fenfe  of  the  prophecy  on 
this  occafion,  may,  I  think,  be  fairly  inferred  both  from  the  na 
ture  of  the  thing,  and  from  the  ftricl  attention  he  paid  to  every 
part  of  the  divine  commands  in  relation  to  that  people ;  for  he 
neither  diftrefled,  nor  contended  with  them  in  battle,  unaflaulted  ; 
nor,  when  he  conquered  them  in  battle,  did  he  feek  their  peace  or 
prefperity,  or  to  ftrip  them  of  their  lands :  he  contented  hisnfelf; 
with  fubduing  and  making  them  tributary. 

•f   Numb.  xxv.     Judges  x.  6.      i.  Kings  xi»  7.     2jS7/^iii.  27. 
«  2,     Ezra  ix,  I. 

C*  CHAF. 
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CHAP.    Ill, 

DAVID  conquers  the  Syrians  and  Ed  0m- 
ites.  Hadadezef  proved  to  be  the  Hadad,, 
of  Nicolaus  Damafcenus.     Some  Dif 
ficulties  in  the  Sacred  Text  cleared. 

THE  next  of  the  confederate  nations  in 
vaded  by  *David,  after  the  conqueft  of 
Moab,  were  the  Syrians  of  Zobah,  or,  zsTto- 
lemy  calls  it,  Zabay  ( whofe  eaftern  border  was 
the  Euphrates)  then  under  the  dominion  of 
Hadadezer  fon  of  Rehob,  who  feems  now  to 
have  united  the  feveral  leffer  principalities,  which 
fubfifted  there  about  the  beginning  of  Saul's 
reign,  into  one  monarchy  * :  and  that  he  was 
fuch  a  monarch,  is  clearly  colleded  from  2  Sam. 
x.  19.  where  we  learn,  that  he  had  feveral  kings 
in  fubjedion  to  him. 

As  Syria  was  a  part  of  the  earth  early  peopled 
after  the  flood,  this  nation  hath  without  doubt 
a  fair  claim  to  the  honour  of  great  antiquity ; 
although  we  cannot,  with  certainty,  carry  it 
altogether  fo  high  as  the  Arabs  do,  who  pretend 
that  Adam  was  there  formed,  and  fhew  the 
place  of  his  formation,  near  'Damafcus,  together 
with  that  of  Abel's  murder. 

IT  is,  I  think,  agreed,  that  in  the  earlier  ages 
of  the  world  men  were  governed  by  the  heads 

*  Hadadezer  is  here  called  king  of  Zolab,  whereas  Saul's  con- 
tell  was  with  the  kings  of  Zolab.  i  Sam.  xiv<  47. 

of 
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of  families,  under  the  name  of  kings,  and  as 
one  of  thefe  prevailed  over  the  reft,  many  prin 
cipalities  united  made  a  monarchy  5  and  monar 
chies  have  generally  been  eftabliflied,  earlier  or 
later,  in  proportion  to  the  antiquity  of  the  na 
tion;  and  the  veneration  paid  to  the  founder 
of  the  monarchy  frequently  carried  his  name 
from  father  to  fon,  and  continued  it  down  to 
his  late  pofterity.  This  I  take  to  have  been  the 
cafe  of  Hadadezer^  inafmuch  as  Nicalaus  of 
^Damafcus  tells  us  of  one  Hadad  king  of  ^Da- 
mafcus,  who  warred  with  'David,  and  was 
defeated  by  him  near  the  Euphrates,  whofc 
pofterity  were  called  by  his  name  for  ten  gene 
rations  *.  Now  if  this  Hadad  of  Nicolaus  T)a- 
mafcenus  be  the  Hadade&er  of  the  Scriptures, 
as  the  circumftance  of  his  being  defeated  by 
'David  at  the  Euphrates  demon  ft  rates  him  to 
be,  it  is  a  fair  prefumption,  that  he  was  the 
founder  of  the  monarchy  ;  inafmuch  as  it  was 
his  name,  not  his  father's,  ( for  his  father's  name 
was  Rehob)  which  was  conveyed  down  to  his 
pofterity.  And  forafmuch  as  the  founders  of 
monarchies,  if  they  were  men  of  great  eminence, 
generally  became  the  idols  of  the  people,  under 
their  pofterity  5  what  if  this  Hadad  was  origin 
ally  that  idol  of  the  Syrians  >  whofe  ftatue,  Ma- 

*  Jofepbus  tells  us,  that  this  Hadad  aided  Hadadezer  againft 
Da<vid ;  but  forafmuch  as  the  Scripture  makes  mention  of  no  fuch 
man,  and  Nicolaus  of  Damafcus  fays  nothing  of  his  aiding  Hadad" 
k%er,  I  take  this  to  be  a  miftake  of  that  hiftorian.,  which  might 
eafily  be  occafioned  by  his  great  diftarice  from,  the  times  of  which 
he  wrote. 

crobins 
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crobius  tells  f  us,  was  adorned  with  rays  irK 
clining  towards  the  earth,  to  exprefs  his  benefi 
cence?  Efpecially  fince  Nicolaus  of  *Damafc us 
tells  us,  he  was  the  moft  excellent  of  all  the 
Syrian  kings:  and,  forafmuch  as  ezer  in  the 
Hebrew  fignifies  help  or  aid,  I  fubmit  it  to  the 
skilful  in  that  language,  whether  this  might  not 
have  been  an  epithet  added  to  the  name  of  that 
prince,  to  fignify  his  readinefs  to  aid  and  fupport 
every  one  that  needed  his  afliftance,  as  if  we 
fhould  call  him  in  our  tongue,  Hadadthe  heifer. 
Now  Hadadm  the  Syrian  language  is  the  name 
of  the  fun,  and  fignifies  in  its  literal  conftruction, 
one  ( as  the  fame  Macrobius  informs  us ) :  and 
what  could  be  a  more  natural  or  fignificant  em 
blem  of  a  beneficent  monarch,  than  a  ftatue  of 
the  fun,  with  his  rays  inclining  to  the  earth  ? 
And  if  the  fon  of  Rehob  was  fuch  a  prince,  what 
name  could  he  more  naturally  alTume,  upon  his 
afpiring  to  the  monarchy,  than  that  of  Hadad, 
or  the  fun,  a  moft  beneficent  being,  which  fees 
no  equal  or  rival  in  the  fphere  of  his  aclivity  ? 
How  godlike  were  the  character,  and  how  glo 
rious  the  condition,  of  kings,  did  ambition  only 
incite  them  to  fupcrior  fway,  from  the  divine 
impulfe  to  fuperior  and  more  extenfive  benefi 
cence  !  If  any  thing  could  make  idolatry  pardon 
able,  fuch  princes  would ;  inafmuch  as  they  are 
beyond  all  queftipn  the  nobleft  emblems  of  the 
Divinity. 

WH  ETHER  Hadadezer  invaded  David,  or 
was  invaded  by  him,  is  not  clear  from  the  text, 

•}-  Lib.  x.  cap.  25. 

whicji 
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which  only  fays,  that  David  fmote  him  as  he 
<went  to  recover  his  border  at  the  river  Euphrates. 
Now,  fome  underftand  this,  as  if  Hadadezer  had 
gone  to  recover  his  border  upon  the  confines  of 
the  Euphrates ;  in  order  to  which,  he  patted, 
without  leave  given  him,  through  the  country  of 
Judtea;  which  David  not  enduring,  they  came 
to  blows.  Others  (and  as  I  think  more  truly) 
underftand  by  the  text,  that  David  went  to  re 
cover  his  border  at  the  river  Euphrates  -,  that  is, 
to  extend  his  dominions  as  far  as  the  grant  given 
by  GOD  to  Abraham,  and  his  pofterity  *,  (Gen. 
xv.  1 8.)  in  thefe  words,  Unto  thy  Jeed  have  I 
given  this  land  Jrom  the  river  of  Egypt  >  unto  the 
great  river,  the  river  Euphrates. 

THE  particular  circumstances  and  confequences 
of  this  engagement  are  no  further  related  than 
thus ,  that  David  took  from  him  (Hadadezer) 
a  thoufand  chariots,  and  f even  thoufand  horfemen, 
and  twenty  thoufand  footmen ;  and  David  houghed 
all  the  cbariot-horfes,  but  re/erved  of  them  for  an 
hundred  chariots.  That  number  probably  was 
no  more  than  was  neceflary  for  the  fcrvice  of 
his  (late  and  houfhold.  He  hamltrung  the  horfes, 
in  obedience  to  the  command  given  by  GOD  to 
Jofaua,  Jo/b.  xi.  6f .  and  there  is  no  doubt  but 
he  burnt  their  chariots  alfo,  in  obedience  to  the 
fame  command  5  and  that  he  did  ib,  may,  I 

*  And  at  feveral  times  very  particularly  confirmed  to  Mofes, 
Exod.  xxiii.  31.  Numb,  xxxiv.  Dcut.i.  j,&c.  and  repeated  to 
Jo/bua,  Jofi.  i.  4. 

f  Thou  Jbalt  bough  their  horfe.s,  find  burn  tlei-r  chariots  with 
fre. 

think, 
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think,  be  clearly  inferred  from  the  pth  verfe  of 
the  xlvith  Pfalm,  cornpofed  in  thankfgiving  to 
GOD  upon  the  conclufion  of  this  war:  He 
breaketh  the  6oew>  and  cutteth  thefpear  infunder; 
be  burneth  the  chariot  in  the  fire*.  Now  thefe 
are  in  the  number  of  thofe  parts  of  the  facred 
writings,  which,  to  my  apprehenfion,  demon- 
ftrate  their  divine  origin.  It  is  utterly  abhorrent 
from  all  the  principles  of  human  policy,  to  make 
either  creatures  or  utenfils  ( when  once  become 
our  own  fecure  property )  either  wholly  ufelefs, 
or  lefs  ufeful  to  all  the  purpofes,  for  which 
cither  human  contrivance  hath  fitted,  or  Provi 
dence  appointed  them.  And  therefore  David's 
burning  fo  many  chariots,  and  maiming  fo  many 
horfes,  taken  from  the  enemy  in  battle,  could 
only  arife  from  a  principle  of  obedience  to  the 
commands  of  Almighty  GOD,  exprefly  injoining 
fuch  a  conduct  to  his  people.  Why  it  feemed 
good  to  infinite  Wifdom  to  injoin  it,  is  an  in 
quiry  foreign  to  my  prefent  purpofe. 

WHEN  Hadadezer  was  defeated,  the  Syrians 
of  Damafcus  came  to  his  aid,  and  fhared  his  fate : 
for  David  flew  of  them  two  wid  twenty  thoufand 
men. 


•f-  I  have  obferved  before,  that  it  is  familiar  with  David  to 
coRfider  a  vaft  hoftile  hoil  under  the  idea  of  a  flood  of  waters ;  a 
noble  inftance  of  which  is  to  be  found  in  this  pfalm,  v.  3.  Though 
the  waters  thereof  'roar,  and  be  troubled,  though  the  mountains  Jhake 

with  the  Dwelling  thereof. And.  I  mall  only  beg  leave  to  add 

DtvitTs  own  comment  upon  it,  as  one  of  the  nobleft  inftances  of 
the  fublime  the  imagination  can  conceive,  I  had  almoft  faid,  that; 

Heaven  itfelf  could  infpire  ! The  beatbgn  raged the  kingdoms 

were  moved— -he  uttered  his  •uoice—'tbe  earth  melted, 

THAT 
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THAT  the  Hadadezer  of  the  Scriptures  is  the 
Hadad  of  Nicolaus  Damafcenus,  is,  I  think,  clear 
from  comparing  the  accounts  left  of  both.  Ni- 
colaus  Damafcenus  tells  us*,  that  Hadad,  who 
reigned  over  Dama/cus,  and  the  other  parts  of 
Syria^  except  Phoenicia^  made  war  againft  David 
the  king  of  Judtza,  and  tried  his  fortune  in 
many  battles,  and  particularly  the  laft  battle  at 
the  Euphrates,  wherein  he  was  beaten,  &c.  Now 
we  Jearn  from  the  Scriptures,  that  Hadadezer 
reigned  at  this  time  over  Syria,  both  on  this 
and  the  other  fide  of  the  Euphrates-,  and  we  hear 
of  no  king  in  Syriat  except  thofe  who  were 
fubjecl:  to  him:  confequently  Jojephus  mud  be 
miftaken,  who  fuppofes,  contrary  to  the  autho* 
fity  both  of  Nicolaus  Damafcenus^^  the  Scrip 
tures,  that  tv/o  powerful  princes,  Hadad  and 
tiadadezer,  fubfifted  in  Syria  at  this  time.  Be- 
fides,  we  hear  of  no  battle  which  David  fought 
at  the  Euphrates,  except  that  fought,  as  Nico 
laus  Damafcenus  faith,  with  Hadad ;  and,  as  the 
Scriptures  fay,  with  Hadadezer:  therefore  the 
Hadadezer  of  the  Bible  is  the  Hadad  of  Nico- 
laus  Damafcenus. 

AND  here  it  is  very  remarkabkj  that  the  au 
thority  which  Jofepbus  quotes  upon  this  point, 
fully  confirms  the  acccount  left  us  of  this  matter 
by  the  facred  writers,  ( or  rather  is  confirmed 
by  it)  and  at  the  fame  time  confutes  his  own. 

THAT  Hadad  and  Hadadezer  were  the  fame 
perfon,  may,  I  think,  be  further  manifested 

*  antuj.  L  vii.c.  5. 

from 
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from  the  xi*  chap,  of  the  firft  book  of  Kings ; 
from  whence  we  learn,  that  Rezon  the  fon  of 
Eliadah  rebelled  againft  his  lord  Hadadezer  king 
of  Zobah  at  this  time,  and  feized  Damafcus\ 
which  plainly  proves,  that  there  was  no  fuch 
Hadad  as  Jofephus  fuppofes  then  reigning  in 
Damafcus;  and  grounds  a  fair  prefumption,  that 
Damafcus  was  then  under  the  dominion  of  Ha- 
dadezer:  and  if  fo,  then  Hadadezer  is  that  Hadad 
of  Nicolaus  Damajcenus. 

Now,  thefe  two  paflages  of  the  facred  ftory 
throw  light  upon  one  another  •>  one  of  which 
tells  us,  that  the  Syrians  of  Damafcus  came  to  the 
fuccour  of  Hadadezer ;  and  the  other,  that  Rezon 
fled  from  his  matter  Hadadezer 3  feized  Damafcus^ 

and  fet  up  for  himfelf. The  Syrians  of  Da- 

mafcus,  there  being  no  king  mentioned  in  the 
Scriptures  to  have  reigned  over  them  at  that 
time,  the  learned  authors  of  The  Univerfal  Hijlory 
apprehended  to  have  been  a  commonwealth  j 
but  I  rather  apprehend,  from  the  paffage  before 
us,  that  they  came  to  the  aid  of  Hadadezer^  be- 
caufe  they  were  under  his  dominion,  and  when 
they  were  defeated,  Rezon,  taking  the  advan 
tage  of  the  reduced  condition  of  his  kingHtf^W- 
ezer>  gathered  up  the  fcattered  remains  of  the 
Syrians  of  Damajcus>  feized  the  city,  and  fet  up 
for  himfelf,  and  reigned  there,  till  David  drove 
him  thence,  Rezon  the  Jen  of  Eliadah,  (faith 
the  text )  which  fad  from  his  lord  Hadadezer  king 
of  Zobah.  And  be  gathered  men  unto  him,  and 
became  captain  ever  a  band,  when  David  flew 
them:  and  they  went  to  Damajcu^  and  dwelt 

therein, 
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therein,  and  reigned  in  Damafeus,  i  Kings  xi. 

THE  confequence  of  this  defeat  of  the  Dama- 
fcene  Syrians  was,  that  Syria  of  Damafcus  was 
after  fome  time  brought  under  David's  domi* 
nion;  which  being  within  the  bounds  of  the 
promifed  land  *,  David  had  a  right  to  take  into 
his  own  poffeilionj  altho'  for  the  prefent  he 
only  made  them  tributaries :  for  the  text  informs 
us,  that  he  put  garifons  in  Syria  of  Damafcus-> 
and  then  adds,  that  the  Syrians,  by  which,  I 
apprehend,  is  meant  the  Syrians  of  Damafcus^ 
( the  Syrians  laft-mentioned )  became  fervants  to 
Davidy  and  brought  gifts. 

How  great  a  monarch  Hadadezer  was,  and 
how  immenfe  the  fpoils  which  David  took  in 
this  war,  may,  I  think,  be  fairly  inferred  from 
what  the  facred  hiftorian  adds,  that  David  took 
the  Jhi elds  of  gold,  that  were  on  the  fervants  of 
Hadadezer,  and  brought  them  tojerujalem.  How 
many  thefe  were  is  no-where  faid :  nor  can,  in 
my  apprehenfion,  be  clearly  collected  from  any 
paffage  in  the  facred  writings  5  altho'  the  4^  ver. 
of  the  ivth  chap,  of  Solomons  Seng  feems  to 
ground  a  probability  of  their  being  a  thoufand : 
Thy  neck  is  like  the  tower  of  David,  builded 
for  an  armoury,  whereon  there  hang  a  thoufand 
bucklers,  all  fix  elds  of  mighty  men. 

THE  expreffion  of  fhields  hanging  on  a 
tower,  as  Grotius  very  ingcnioufly  imagines, 
alludes  to  the  ear-rings,  pendants,  and  other 


*  Dtut.  i.  7,    xi,  24, 
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cnfigns  of  gold,  then  worn  by  women  of  high 
rank  in  Judcea,  as  ornaments  of  the  neck  5  and 
it  is  certain,  the  allufion  would  hold  but  ill,  if 
thofe  fhields  were  not  of  gold  *. 

As  Alexander  the  Great  had  his  filver-fhielded 
foldiers  f  $  Hadadezer,  it  feems,  had  his  golden. 

I  T  hath  been  the  pradice  of  many  princes  to 
make  the  arms  of  their  foldiers  ornamental  and 
precious  5  partly  from  the  love  of  fplendor  and 
magnificence,  and  partly  to  influence  the  courage 
of  thofe  that  carried  them;  fince  nothing  elfe 
could  iec'ure  them  from  becoming  a  property 
and  a  prey  to  the  enemy.  At  lead,  there  is  good 
reafon  to  believe,  that  it  was  upon  this  princi 
ple,  that  great  Roman  emperor,  Alexander  Se- 
verus,  inftituted  his  chry/ajpides,  or  foldiers  with 
golden  fhields  ( altho'  hiftorians  give  it  another 
turn )  >  fince  it  cannot  be  imagined,  how  a  prince 
of  fo  much  wifdom,  and  fuch  fevcrity  of  virtue^ 
whole  whole  life  was  fo  abhorrent  from  every 
fufpicion  of  vanity,  eould  be  afted  in  this  point, 
by  any  other  principle. 

BUT,  however  that  may  be,  no  imputation 
of  that  kind  (as  I  apprehend)  lies  againft  Davidj 
upon  this  head.  Indeed,  as  he  was  not  permit 
ted  to  fee  his  trcafures  expended  upon  the  temple* 
It  is  not  improbable,  but  that  he  fufFered  thefe 

*  It  may  be  objected,  that  David  could  fcarce  be  imagined  to 
have  had  a  thoufand  fhieids  of  gold,  when  Solomon,  who  was  much 
richer,  had  but  five  hundred  in  all ;  two  hundred  targets,  arid  three 
hundred  fhields.  I  anfwer,  That  David  might  have  had  more, 
altho1  he  made  none.  Beiides,  Solomon's  fhields  were  ornaments, 
not  of  his  citadel,  but  of  his  houfe  of  the  foreft  of  Lebanon. 

"t~  drgyrafpides. 
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fhields  to  tetain  their  form  as  long  as  he  lived ; 
but  I  think  it  pretty  demonftrable  at  the  fame 
time,  that  he  devoted  them  to  the  adorning  of 
the  temple,  whenever  it  Ihould  be  erefted  >  in- 
afmuch  as  they  arc  not  cxcepted  out  of  the  fpoils 
faid  to  be  fpoils  dedicated  by  him :  and  we  hear 
nothing  of  them  among  the  fpoils  of  Jerujalem, 
upon  the  taking  of  the  city. 

IF  Hadadezer  had  fuperfluous  gold  enough  to 
fnape  into  fhields,  it  is  highly  probable  the  reft 
of  his  treafure  muft  have  been  immenic  :  as  the 
quantity  of  brafs  now  taken,  undoubtedly  was  5 
it  being  exprcfly  faid,  that  from  Bet  ah  and  Bero- 
thai,  cities  of  Hadadezer,  king  David  took  ex 
ceeding  much  bra/Sy  2  Sam.vm.  8.  A  relation,  whe 
ther  of  the  fame  tranfaciion,  or  fome  other  like 
it,  is  tranfmittcd  to  us  in  the  firft  book  of  Chron. 
chap,  xviii.  with  this  variation;  Likewise  Jrom 
Tibhath,  and  from  Chun>  cities  of  Hadarezer, 
brought  David  very  much  brafs  :  wherewith  Solo 
mon  made  the  Brazen-fed^  and  the  pillars ,  and  the 
vejjeh  of  brafs. 

THE  facred  hiftorian  next  proceeds  to  tell  \\s% 
that  when  Toi>  king  of  Hamatb>  heard  that  Da 
vid  had  fmitten  all  the  hod  of  Hadadezer ;  that 
is,  both  his  firft  army  at  the  Euphrates,  and  that 
which  came  to  his  aid  from  Damafcus,  (for  the 
word  all  comprehends  both,  and  plainly  implies 
both  to  have  been  his  forces)  then  Tot  fent  *fo- 
ram  his  fon  unto  king  David,  to  falute  him  5  or, 
as  the  text  might  be  otherwife  undcrftood,  to 
make  peace  with  him,  and  to  congratulate  him 
upon  his  victories  over  Hadadezer  5  which  very 

VOL.  II.  D  fcafonj 
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feaibnably  diverted  his  army  from  Toi,  with 
whom  Hadadezer  was  then  at  war :  and  partly, 
as  an  acknowledgment  of  the  deliverance  wrought 
for  him,  and  partly  to  purchafe  his  friendfliip, 
Toi  fent  prcfenrs  of  a  confiderable  value  to  Da 
vid,  by  his  fon  5  veffeh  of  Jilver,  and  veffeh  of 
gold,  and  veffels  of  brafs.  All  which,  with  all 
the  fpoils  won  from  all  the  neighbouring  nations, 
all  around  him,  the  Syrians,  the  Moabites,  the 
Ammonites,  the  Philiftines,  the  Amalekites,  Da 
vid,  with  a  bounty  and  a  piety  unprecedented, 
and  (I  am  forry  to  fay)  but  rarely  and  poorly 
imitated,  dedicated  to  GOD  5  that  GOD,  whofe 
aid  overthrew  his  enemies  5  and  whofe  Provi 
dence  preferred  him,  whitherfoever  he  went ;  as 
the  facred  hiftorian  twice  obferves,  in  the  com- 
pafs  of  a  few  verfes. 

How  many  battles  David  fought  againft  the 
Syrians,  the  facred  hiftorians  have  been  no  way 
folicitous  to  inform  us.  Nicolaus  of  Damafcus 
tells  us,  that  Hadad  tried  his  fortune  with  David 
in  many  battles  before  that  at  the  Euphrates, 
where  he  was  beaten  5  and  the  facred  writers 
give  us  to  underftand,  that  there  was  one  fought, 
as  it  fhould  feem,  a  confiderable  time  after  this; 
which,  altho'  not  fo  fatal  to  the  Affyrlans,  in  the 
event,  as  fome  of  the  preceding,  yet  more  re 
dounded  to  the  honour  of  David  as  a  captain, 
than  any  of  them.  This  is  fufficiently  implied 
( I  wifh  it  were  more  fully  illuftrated )  in  thefe 
words  of  the  facred  writer  (2  Sam.  viii.  13.): 
And  David  gat  him  a  name,  <when  he  returned 
from  fmlting  of  the  Syrians,  in  the  valley  of  Salt, 

eighteen 
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eighteen  tbonfand.  Now  the  word  which  we 
itttjjfct  jmftittjf)  is  in  the  original,  his  fmiting; 
which  plainly  fhews  this  to  have  been  the  proper 
and  perfonal  a&ion  of  David,  at  lead  fo  far  as 
to  imply  his  being  prefent  at  the  battle,  and 
commanding  in  it;  which  fome  *  critics  not 
carefully  enough  attending  to,  have  confounded 
this  atchievement  with  another  of  the  fame  na 
ture,  related  of  Abifoai  in  the  firft  book  of 
Cbron.  xviii.  12.  where  it  is  faid,  that  Abiflwi 
the  Jon  of  Zeruiab  flew  of  the  Edomites  in  the 
Valley  .of  Salt,  eighteen  tbonfand.  Now  the  num 
ber  (lain  in  both  a&ions  being  the  fame,  the 
war  the  fame,  and  the  place  of  action  apparently 
the  fame,  critics  have  imagined,  that  Aram 
(the  Hebrew  name  of  Syria)  hath  been  trail- 
icribcd  by  miftake  for  Edom\  a  miftake,  which 
might  more  eafily  be  occasioned  by  the  likenefs 
of  the  letters  n  and  n  in  the  Hebrew  tongue.  And 
indeed,  if  there  were  no  more  variety  in  the 
names  or  the  relations  of  the  fads,  than  what 
might  be  occafioned  by  the  miftake  .of  one  letter 
for  another  like  it,  the  criticifm  had  been  well 
founded.  But,  in  facl,  there  is  a  great  deal;  and 
iuch,  as  it  is  impoilible  fhould  be  the  effect  of 
any  miftake  f,  as  any  man,  that  compares  them, 
will  quickly  be  convinced. 

*  Or,  to  fpeak  more  freely,  all  of  them  that  ever  I  met  with. 

f  In  the  firft  place  (befides  the  dillinclion  laft-mentioaed  grounded 
upon  the  letter  of  the  text,  2  Sam.  viii.  13.)  Edam  hath  one  letter 
in  it  {} )  fciore  than  Aram:  in  the  next  place,  the  text  2 Sam.  viii. 
.hath //-cm  Aram— and  the  JpoilofHadadexer,  &c.  that  of  I  Cbron. 
Jtviii.  ii.  hath,  from  Edom,  without  any  mention  of  Hadadexer. 
And  in  the  laii  pkce,  the  text  z  Sam.  hath  melacb ;  that  of '  i.C&roa. 

P  *  Bur 
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BUT  ftill  the  queftion  returns,  How  the  war, 
place  of  a&ion,  and  numbers  (lain,  could  be 
the  fame,  and  yet  the  aftions  different  ?  I  an- 
fwcr,  That  two  different  a&ions  of  the  fame 
kind  might  eaftly  be  atchieved  in  the  fame  war; 
and  the  numbers  (lain  in  each  be  nearly  the 
fame  (for.  in  fuch  cafes  men  count  only  by  round 
numbers)  5  and  two  very  remote  and  different 
places  may  be  called  by  the  fame  name j  which 
might  occafion  all  the  difficulty.  And  this  is 
undoubtedly  the  cafe  here,  it  being  well  known, 
that  there  were  in  Syria  two  Valleys  of  Salt ;  one 
in  Syria  properly  fo  called.,  to  the  north-weft, 
within  four  hours  of  Aleppo;  and  another,  at  a 
great  diftance,  in  Ccelefyria,  to  the  fouth-eaft, 
near  Palmyra ;  in  that  courfe,  which  the  Edo- 
miles  fliould  naturally  be  fuppofcd  to  take  in 
their  march  to  the  aid  of  Hadadezer-y  as  that, 
wherein  David  is  faid  to  have  (lain  the  Syrians^ 
is  in  that  region,  where  the  Syrians  of  Damafcus 
might  naturally  be  fuppofed  to  have  affembled, 
to  the  fame  end  :  a  circumftancc  which  no  cri 
tic  took  under  his  confideration  (altho*  there 
be  a  plain  foundation  for  it  in  the  Hebrew  text, 
one  being  there  called  a  valley,  and  the  other 
the*  Valley  of 'Salt) 5  and  which,  if  it  had  been 
eonfidered,  (with  other  circumftances  before- 
mentioned)  might  eafily  have  removed  all  the 
difficulty  upon  this  point. 

IN  confequence  of  this  viftory,  we  are  told, 
that  David  put  garifons  in  Edom :  "Throughout 

*  Doubtlefs  implying  fome  diflindion  then  well  known. 

all 
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(ill  Edom  put  he  garifons,  and  all  they  of  Edom 
became  David's  fervants :  and  there  is  rea- 
fon  to  believe  from  the  xxii<*  chap,  of  the  firft 
book  of  Kings,  ver.  47.  that  they  wereruled 
by  a  viceroy  under  him.  Then  began  to  be 
fulfilled  that  extraordinary  predi&ion  to  Re- 
bekah,  when  the  infants  ftruggled  within  her,  in 

the  time  of  her  travail Two  nations  are  in  thy 

womb and  the  elder  fhallferve  the  younger ;  a 

prediction,  which,  altho'  related  by  Mofes,  Gen. 
xxv.  23.  was  delivered  to  Rebekah,  (and  con 
firmed  by  Ifaac  * )  long  before  he  was  born  5  and 
not  begun  to  be  fulfilled  till  many  centuries 
after  his  death. 

THEN  alfo  was  fulfilled  that  prophecy  of 
Balaams,  Num.  xxiv.  Edom  Jhall  be  a  pojjejjion, 
Seir  alfo  jh  all  be  a  poffeffion  for  his  enemies-,  and 
Ifraelftiall  do  valiantly. 

BEFORE  I  conclude  this  chapter,  I  mud  take 
notice,  that  there  is  one  difficulty  of  moment 
yet  remaining 5  which  (lands  thus: — —It  is  faid 
in  the  viiith  chap,  of  the  fecond  book  of  Sam. 
ver.  14.  That  all  they  of  Edom  became  David's 
fervants;  and  yet  in  the  firfl  book  of  Kings,  xi. 
16.  it  is  exprcfly  faid,  that  Joab  cut  off  every 
male  in  Edom. 

I  ANSWER,  That  the  expreflibn  of  cutting  off' 
every  male,  muft  necellarily  be  uaderftood,  agree 
ably  to  the  practice  of  the  Jews,  and  the  com 
mands  of  G  o  D  to  them,  in  relation  to  their 
enemies 5  which  flood  thus  (Deut.  xx.  10,  &c.): 

*  G«r..xxvii. 

D  3  When 
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When  they  came  up  to  any  hoftilc  city,  they 
were  to  offer  them  peace,  on  condition  that  they 
fubmitted;  and  fo  to  receive  them  as  tributa 
ries  :  but  if  they  refufed  to  fubmit,  they  were, 
upon  taking  the  city,  to  cut  off  all  the  males. 
And  fo  the  cxprefllon  relating  to  Joab,  i  Kings 
xi.  mint  be  uiidcrftood ,  viz.  he  cut  off  all  the 
males  of  thofe  cities  that  refitted,  throughout  all 
Edom :  for  that  he  did  not  deftroy  all  the  males 
throughout  the  whole  country,  is  evident  enough 
from  the  whole  tenour  of  the  facred  hiftory. 
Moreover,  they  who  arraign  David's  mercy,  in 
ilippofing  him  to  have  (lain  fuch  numbers  of  un 
offending  and  unrefifting  men,  without  any 
authority  from  GOD,  have  not,  perhaps,  fuffi- 
ciently  confidercd,  how  inconfiftent  it  was  with 
any  degree  of  good  policy,  to  leffen  unnecef- 
farily  the  number  of  his  own  fubjcfts  $  fince  that 
;were,  in  effect,  to  Icflcn  his  own  tribute. 

BESIDES  this,  David  (  as  I  lately  obferved,  on 
a  like  occafion )  was  a  prophet :  and  there  is  no 
qucftion,  but  he  well  undcrftood  the  prophecy 
of  Balaam,  in  relation  to  his  conqueft  over 
Edom ;  and  executed  it,  according  to  the  true 
meaning  and  intention  of  it.  Now  the  pro 
phet,  after  he  had  faid,  T&doiri Jhatt  be  a  poffejfionr 
&c.  adds,  Out  of  Jacob  [hall  come  he  that  fi  all 
have  dominion ;  andjhall  deftroy  him  that  remameth 
cf  the  city,  that  is,  (hail  execute  the  commands 
of  Gap,  and  cur  off  all  thofe  males  of  every 
refuting  city  in  Edom.,  that  fur-vive  the  taking  of 
It.  And  therefore  they  who  think  the  execu 
tion  upon  the  Edomites  extended  further,  inter 
pret 
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pret  the  text  neither  agreeably  to  mercy,  policy, 
prophecy,  or  hiftorical  truth. 

JF  it  be  ftill  thought,  that  this  was  making 
war  with  great  feverity,  efpecially,  if  renouncing 
their  religion  was  (as  it  is  generally  believed) 
one  condition  exaded  by  the  Jews,  upon  the 
fubmiflion  of  the  idolatrous  nations,  with  whom 
they  warred;  I  anfwer,  that  fuch  conditions 
were  no  way  hard  upon  the  aggreflbrs,  as  the 
Edomites  now  were :  and  as  to  the  condition  of 
renouncing  the  abominations  of  their  idolatry, 
(fince  they  did  not  oblige  them  to  become 
Jews)  that,  in  reality,  is  little  more  than  Gelo 
exacted  of  the  Carthaginians,  when  he  conquered 
them;  viz.  that  they  fhould  no  more  lacrifice 
their  children  to  Saturn  *. 

LET  me  be  indulged  to  clofe  this  chapter, 
with  a  fhort  conjecture  in  relation  to  Abijhais 
defeat  of  the  Edomites,  in  the  Fa  Hey  of  Salt,  &c. 

WE  are  told  in  thexitb  chap,  of  the  firft  book 
of  Kings,  That  Hadad  ftole  away  into  Egypt  at 
the  time  that  *Joab  went  up  to  bury  his  dead. 
In  the  abfence  of  Joab,  the  command  of  the 
army  naturally  devolved  upon  Abijhai  his  bro 
ther.  That  Joab  took  with  him  fome  forces  to 
bury  his  dead,,  is  not  to  be  doubted  5  and  that 
fome  part  of  the  country  was  thereby  left  un 
guarded,  is  evident  enough  from Hadad's  efcape 

*  Efau  having  married  two  wives  out  of  one  of  the  accurfed 
nations,  (the  Hittites)  his  poilerity  the  Edomites  fell  early  into  all 
their  corruptions;  of  whom  Mofes  faith,  (Deut.  xii.  31.^  Every 
abomination  to  the  Lord,  which  he  hateth,  have  they  done  unto 
their  gods.  For  even  their  fans  and  their  daughters  they  have- 
burnt  in  the  foe  to  their  gods. 
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in  that  interval.  What  then  can  be  more  nar 
tural,  than  to  fuppofe,  that  the  Edomites,  take- 
ing  advantage  of  Joab\  abfcnce  with  a  part  of 
the  army,  attempted  upon  Abifiai  in  that  in 
terval;  and  were  defeated  by  him  in  the  Valley 
of  Salt? 

OR  fuppofe  Abljhai  to  have  commanded  a 
feparate  army  from  that  ofjoafrsi  or  to  have 
been  upon  his  march  towards  him,  with  new 
fupplics  (which  I  rather  imagine  to  have  been 
the  cafe )  -y  nothing  was  more  natural,  than  for 
the  Edomites  to  make  the  fame  attempt  upon 
him,  in  the  abfence  of  his  brother,  to  intercept 
the  reinforcements  asM.  Lights  intercepted  that 
which  Aldrubal  was  bringing  to  the  aid  of  his 
brother  Hannibal —  (Liv.  1.  xxvii.) 

AND  now  did  David,  as  I  am  well  fatisfied 
from  the  genius  of  the  compofition,  fing  out 
triumphantly,  and  with  a  new  introduction, 
fuited  to  the  occafion,  Pfalm  cviii.  what,  in  the 
beginning  of  his  reign,  he  fang  only  in  a  fpirie 
of  prophecy  5  God  batbjpoken  in  his  bolinefs,  &c. 

1  will  divide  Sbechem,  &c.  Moab  is  my  wajh- 

pot,  over  Edcm  will  I  caft  out  my  fooe  * ;  upon- 
Pbiliflia  ivill  I  triumph. 

IT  evidently  appears  from  the  beginning  of 
this  Pfalm,  that  David  was  then  in  triumph 
over  the  hoftilc  nations :  My  heart  is  ready >  G 

*  Calling  \hKjkoe  upon  a  piece  of  ground,  I  take  to  be  the  an- 
tient  form  of  taking  pofieillon  among  the  Jews,  perhaps  with 
ibme  ailufion  to  that  promife  of  GOD  to  Mofes,  and  of  Mofes  to 
Jfra*!,  Deut.xi.  24.  E<very  place,  whereon  the  foles  of  your  feet 
jball  tread,  foal  I  be  yours,  (&c. 

Cod 
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God 1  'will  /ing,   and  celebrate  even  my  own 

glory.  Awake,  lute  and  lyre  -,  I  will  early  awake 
my '/elf.  I  will  confefs  thee  among  the  people,  O 
God;  and  fing  thee  among  the  nations  (for  great 
above  the  heavens  is  thy  mercy ;  a?id  to  the  Jkies 
thy  truth).  Be  exalted  above  the  heavens,  O  Lord-, 
and  over  the  whole  earth  thy  glory !  That  thy  be 
loved  may  be  delivered,  jave  with  thy  right-hand^ 
and  hear  me.  God  hath  fpoken  in  his  holinefs,  &c. 
/  will  rejoice,  1  will  divide  Shechem,  and  mete 
out  the  valley  of  Succoth,  &c.  Moab  is  my  ivafb- 

fot. This  is  an  introdudion,  very  different 

from  that  diftrcfsful  complaint,  in  which  the 
fame  words  are  prefaced  in  the  lxth  Pfalm: 
which  plainly  fhews  David's  fituation  to  be  now 
very  different  from  what  it  was  at  that  time. — • 
How  finely  is  the  nobleft  fpirit  of  piety,  and 
of  poetry,  united  in  this  hymn!  How  delicate 
this  addrefs  to  his  lyre,  to  be  ready  at  his  call! 
to  be  early  awake,  and  prepared  for  it  5  for  he 
was  rcfolved  to  be  ftirring  betimes.  The  great- 
nefs  of  the  occafion  required  it  ;  which  was  no 
lefs,  than  to  fing  out  the  praifes  of  the  Almighty, 
and  celebrate  his  glory  to  the  whole  world  around 
him !  Filled  with  this  glorious  defign,  which  had 
taken  intirc  poficflion  of  his  hearr,  he  immediately 

declares  he  will  execute  it : /  will  confefs  thee 

among  the  people,  O  God-,  andfing  thee  among  the 
nations !  And,  forgetting  his  addrefs  to  his  lyre, 
inftantly  breaks  out  into  raptures  upon  the  truth 

and  mercy  of  his  GOD Great  above  the  heavens 

is  thy  mercy,  and  to  the  czther  *  thy  truth  !  al- 

*  So  I  think  the  word  CTDnXv  fhould  be  rendered;  which,  in 
the  root,  fignifies  to  break  in  tbefneji  parts, 

lading 


42         An  Hiftorical  Account  of      B.  3, 

lading  doubtlefs  to  the  purity  and  tranfparcncy 
of  that  heavenly  fubftance,  which  render  it  the 
apreft  and  the  fineft  emblem  of  truth. 


CHAR     IV. 

A  jhort  Account  of  DAVID'S  Mimfars — - 
His  Cherethites,  and  Pelethites. 

^r^HE  facred  hiftorian,  having  crouded  fo 
many  great  events  (recounted  at  large  in 
the  two  laft  chapters  of  this  hiftory)  into  rhe 
compafs  of  a  few  lines,  rcfts  a  little,  to  reflcft 
upon  the  (late  of  David's  kingdom,  at  this  time. 
He  had  now  fubdued  his  enemies  all  around 
him,  and  ftretched  his  dominion  nearly  to  the 
bounds  afligned  to  it  by  Almighty  GOD;  and 
was  throughly  eftablifhcd  in  it.  David  (faith 
the  facred  writer )  reigned  over  all  IJrael ;  and 
David  executed  judgment  and  juftice  unto  all  his 
people. 

Now  it  was,  in  all  probability,  that  the  di 
vine  wifdom  and  goodnefs  vouchfafed  to  admo- 
nifft  him,  in  that  noble  leflbn  to  princes,  re 
counted  in  his  laft  words  (2  Sam.  xxiii.  3.):  The 
God  of  Ifrael  /aid,  the  Rock  of  Ifrael  /pake  to  mer 
He  that  rnleth  over  men  mitft  bejuft,  ruling  in 
the  fear  of  God.  The  facred  writer,  infpired  by 
the  fame  Spirit,  no  fooner  tells  us  of  David's 
reigning  over  all  Jfrael,  but  he  immediately 
adds,  his  fitting  in  judgment,  and  diftributing 
)iiftice  to  his  people,  well  implying,  that  this 

was 
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was  truly  to  be  a  king,  to  protcd  his  people 
from  their  enemies  abroad,  and  to  adminifter  the 
civil  government  with  juftice  at  home.  Then 
did  he  fing  in  the  xcixth  Pfalm,  ver.  4.  The  kings 
Jlrength  alfo  loveth  judgment :  thou  doft  ejlablifl^ 
equity^  thou  ex  e  cut  eft  judgment  and  right  eoujnefi  in 
Jacob. 

WHOEVER  perufes  this  Pfalm,  will  find,  that 
David  here,  as  every-where  elfe,  confiders  GOD 
as  the  King  of  Ifrael,  and  himfelf  only  as  his 
deputy.  To  this  purpofe  are  thofe  expreffions 
in  the  beginning  of  this  Pfalm  5  The  Lord 
reigneth—-the  Lord  is  great  in  Sion. 

IT  is  true,  David  delighted  to  exert  all  the 
power  that  GOD  had  given  him,  to  its  true  pur- 
pofes :  The  king  s  jlrength  alfo  loveth  judgment  -y  but 

it  was  in  reality  GOD  that  executed  them  all 

Thou  doft  eftablift  equity  -,  thou  executeft  judgment 
and  right eoufnefs  in  Jacob.  Then  follows  the 
one  inference  always  drawn  from  every  pofirion 

of  David's: That  GOD  is  ever  to  be  wor- 

fhipped  and  glorified :  Exalt  ye  the  Lord  our 
God.,  and  worfiip  at  hisfoot-Jhol :  for  he  is  holy. 

BUT  to  proceed : 

THE  facred  writers  no  fooner  give  us  an  ac 
count  o£  David's  executing  judgment  and  jufiicc, 
but  they  immediately  add  a  lift  of  the  great  offi 
cers  then  employed  by  him.  For,  as  a  principal 
part  of  the  king's  wifdom,  as  well  as  his  felkity, 
confifts  in  the  choice  of  able  miniftcrs,  to  dif- 
charge  the  great  offices  of  the  dates  the  facred 
hiftprians  fcem  to  have  thought  it  a  kind  of  ju- 
fticc  due  to  David's  miniftcrs,  to  record  their 

names 
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names  to  all  future  generations.  And  therefore 
they  inform  us,  that  Joab  the  Son  of  Zeruiah* 
(the  king's  near  kinfman)  was  over  the  hojl ;  that 
isr  was,  in  the  phrafe  of  our  times,  captain  ge 
neral,  and  Jehofhaphat,  the  fon  of  Ahiud,  recor 
der f  j  that  is,  as  it  is  generally  believed,  remem 
brancer,  or  writer  of  chronicles  5  an  employment 
of  no  mean  cftimation  in  the  eaftern  world, 
where  it  was  cuftomary  with  kings,  to  keep 
daily  regifters  of  all  the  tranfadious  of  their 
reigns.  A  truft,  which  whoever  difcharged  to 
purpofe,  mud  be  let  into  the  true  fprings  and 
fecrets  of  adiom  and  consequently,  muft  be 
received  into  the  inmoft  confidence. 

THE  perfons  next  recounted,  as  of  eminence 
In  the  court  of  David,  at  this  time,  are  two 
prieftsj  Zadok,  the  Jon  of  Ahitub,  and  Abimelech^ 
the  fon  of  Abiathar.  It  feems,  it  made  no  part 
of  David's  politics,  to  exclude  the  priefthood 
from  any  fhare  in  the  adminiftration  of  civil  af- 
isirsj  and  much  lefs  from  advifing  even  in  things 
ccciefiaftical.  He  thought  it  no  part  of  true  po 
litical  wifdom  to  preclude  himfelf  from  the 
advice  and  afliftancc  of  an  order  of  men,  who, 
irom  the  nature  of  their  office,  education,  and 
iutlitutions,  .muft,  in  the  ordinary  courfe  of 
things,  be  fomc-of  the  wifUl  and  mod  virtuous 
( not  to  fay  the  mod  religious)  men  in  the  realm. 

*  Zeruial  was  the  king's  filler. 

-f  They  who  imagine  that  this  was  an  office  like  that  of  lord 
chancellor  with  us,  feem  lo  forget  the  confticution  of  the  Jewijb 
commonwealth,  \vhere  there  was  no  rcoru.  for  fuch  an  employ 
ment. 
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I  am  far  from  insinuating,  that  this  order  of  men 
fhould  prefide  in  the  affairs  of  all  wife  and  well- 
ordered  dates.  That  extreme  fhould,  I  think, 
be  avoided,  as  much  as  this :  but  certainly  there 
is  a  temperament  of  true  wifdom  between  both; 
at  leaft,  in  all  focieties,  where  true  religion  is 
deemed  an  eflcntial  of  true  policy. 

WHY  Abiathar  the  high-pried,  who  had  for 
merly  fo  well  dcferved  of  David,  was  not  now 
in  the  firft  degree  of  favour  with  him,  is  not 
eafy  to  fay.  Poffibly  David  had,  by  this  time, 
difccrncd  in  him  fomething  of  that  bufy,  fac 
tious,  turbulent  fpirit,  which  difcovered  itfclf 
fo  openly  in  the  clofe  of  his  reign  :  a  fpirit,  the 
mod  alien  from  the  true  character  of  GODS  mi- 
nifters ;  the  moft  unbecoming,  and  moft  invi 
dious,  that  can  be  imagined ;  and  fuch,  as  from 
the  infinuations  of  dcfigning  men,  and  the  errors 
of  the  undifcerning,  (who  always  charge  the 
vices  of  men  upon  their  profeflions)  hath  more 
injured  that  facred  order,  than  all  the  other  ma 
chinations  of  their  enemies. 

THE  next  officer  in  this  honourable  lift  of 
David's  minifters,  is,  Seraiah  the  {bribe-,  fup- 
pofed  to  be  the  king's  fecretary  of  ftate,  or  prime 
counfellor  in  the  law*:  and  the  next,  the  cap 
tain  of  his  life-guard ;  Eenaiah  the  Jon  ofyeboia- 
da>  a  valiant  man  of  Kabzeel.  Eenaiah  was  one 

*  Dr.  Patrick  faith,  that  as  the  Heoreiv  v/ord/opker,  which 
we  trrinflate/o-/£f,  imports  ibmething  of  learning,  (  as  the  word 
fcribe  in  the  oew  teilament  doth  )  he  takes  him  to  hare  been  the 
icing's  prime  counfellor  in  the  law :  and  others  think,  there  were 
I\\Q  of  this  charafter  ;  an  ecciefiaitical,  and  a  civil. 

of 
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of  David's  three  worthies  of  the  fecond  order  5 
eminent  for  many  great  exploits,  of  which  three 
only  are  particularly  recounted  by  the  lacred  hi- 
ftorians.  He  flew  two  lion-like  *  men  tfMoab : 
he  flew  a  lion,  in  that  feafon  when  lions  are 
fierceft,  moft  hungry,  and,  of  confequence,  moft 
eager  for  prey,  in  the  fnow  f  .j  and  he  flew  a 
large  and  well-made  Egyptian^  armed  with  a 
fpear,  tho'  he  himfelf  had  nothing  in  his  hand 
but  a  ftaff,  he  afTaulted,  difarmed  him,  and  flew 
him  with  his  own  weapon.  There  feems  to 
have  been  fomething  in  the  fortitude  of'Benaiab 
fimilar  and  congenial  to  that  of  David :  and  po£ 
fibly  that  was  the  reafpn  why  he  made  him 
commander  of  the  Cberethites  and  Telethites,  the 
king's  life-guard. 

I  N  o  w  imagine  I  hear  the  curious  reader  cal 
ling  upon  me,  to  give  fome  account  of  thefe 
prxtorian  guards  :):  of  David's,  his  Cherethites 
and  Pekthites,  before  I  proceed  further :  and  I 
fhall  gratify  it,  the  beft  I  can,  in  a  few  words. 
And  as  none  of  the  conjectures  of  the  critics 
upon  this  point  have  given  me  fatisfaftion,  the 
reader  will  not,  I  hope,  be  difpleafed  to  have  one 
or  two  of  another  kind,  laid  briefly  before  him. 

*  The  Hebrew  word  fignifies  a  lion  of  GOD;  that  is,  a  very 
great  lion :  fo  probably  the  'Moabitts  called  a  very  valiant  man 
then,  as  the  Arabs  do  now. 

*f  The  text  tells  us,  He  flew  him  In  .the  mldjl  of  a  pit ;  or,  as 
the  original  word  may  other  wife  be  rendered,  a  cave,  to  which 
he  probably  traced  him  in  the  fnow,  and  where  he  muft  fight  him. 
to  great  disadvantage. 

tff,  kefpers  of  the  body. 

THAJC 
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THAT  Cberethlte  is  another  word  for  Phili- 
ftine,  appears  clearly  from  Zephaniah  ii.  f.  Woe 
unto  the  inhabit  ant  3  of  the  fea-coafts,  the  nation  of 
the  Cherethites !  the  <word  of  the  Lord  is  againft 

you>  0  Canaan,  the  land  of  the  Phi  lift  ines  *. 

That  David's  guards  were  native  Philiftines  f 
of  his  mortal  enemies,  is  not  to  be  imagined  5 
even  altho'  we  fhould  fuppofe  them  profclytes. 
For  how  could  their  being  profelyted,  more  ef- 
fedually  recommend  the  fidelity  of  any  men  to 
him,  than  being  natives  of  his  own  country,  and 
known  and  tried  fubjefts?  The  only  queftion 
then  is,  why  any  of  his  own  fubje&s  fhould  be 
called  Cherethites  jp  ;  and  the  anfwer  to  that  is 
obvious.  They  were  called  fo,  from  their  hav 
ing  gone  with  him  into  Pbiliftia,  and  continued 
there  with  him,  all  the  time  that  he  was  under 
the  protection  otAchiJh.  Thefe  were  they,  who 
reforted  to  him  from  the  beginning,  in  his  utmoft 
diftrefs ,  and  clave  to  him  in  all  his  calamities : 

*  Alfo  from  E%fk.  xxv.  1 6. 

-f-  Some  imagine,  that  he  chofe  his  guards  from  amongft  the 
Pbilijlinesy  as  feme  European  princes  do  theirs  from  the  Siut/j  ; 
but  they  forget,  that  the  Swiff  are  Chriftians,  and  either  Popifh  or 
Proteftant  princes  may  chcofe  from  amongft  them,  troops  of  their 
own  religion  ;  which  was  not  the  cafe  of  David  with  the  Phili- 
Jiines.  In  the  next  place,  foreign  troops  have,  I  believe,  generally 
been  deemed  the  proper  guards  of  tyrants,  who  did  not  dare  to 
truft  their  lives  to  their  own  fubjecls. 

J  The  Pbiliftines  are  confidered  by  Jeremiah  as  ftrangers,  from 
the  ifle  of  Capbtor  :  and  the  feptuagint  always  tranilate  the  word 
Pkiliftiney  by  that  of  ftranger,  aA^opuA^.  And  the  ifle  of 
•Capbtor  is  believed  by  learned  men,  and  I  think  proved  by  Calmst^ 
to  be  the  ifle  of  Crete.  So  that  Ceretbim  or  Cretbim,  allowing 
for  the  Hebrew  idiom,  is  literal]/  Cretans,  or  fbiliflines  from 
Crete. 

3  and 
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and  it  is  no  wonder,  if  men  of  fuch  approv'd 
fidelity  were  in  a  more  intimate  degree  of  fa 
vour  and  confidence  with  the  king ;  and  enjoyed, 
among  other  privileges,  an  exemption  from  the 
authority  of  the  captain  general,  and  were  placed 
under  peculiar  commanders.  And  I  believe  it 
will  be  no  uncommon  thing,  in  the  hiftory  of 
any  country,  to  find  legions,  and  bands  of  fol- 
dicrs,  denominated,  not  from  the  place  of  their 

nativity,  but  that  of  their  refidence as  general 

Monk's  troops,  who  fojourncd  with  him  in  Scot 
land,  were  called  Coldftr earners,  (and  fornfe  of 
the  fame  corps,  I  believe,  are  ftiil  called  by  the 
fame  name)  from  a  place  in  Scotland,  where  they 
had  rcfided  for  fome  time ;  notwithstanding  that 
they  were  native  Englijh. 

Now,  as  the  Cherethites  were,  as  I  apprehend, 
that  body  of  troops  wtvch  clave  to  David  from 
the  beginning,  and  went  with  him  into  Pbiliftia\ 
the  Pcletbites  I  apprehend  to  have  been  a  body 
of  troops,  made  up  of  thofe  valiant  men,  who 
refortcd  to  him  when  he  was  there  ( I  mean, 
when  he  redded  at  Ziklag,  but  ftill  under  the 
protection  of  Acbijh) ;  among  whom  I  find  one 
Pelet,  the  fon  of  Azmaveth,  (  i  Chron.  xii.  3.) 
who,  as  I  apprehend,  became  their  captain;  and 
from  whom  they  were  called  Pelethitts*,  as  the 
foldiers  difciplined  by  Fabius  and  Iphicrates, 
were  called  Fabians  and  Ipbicratiam*$  and  as, 
under  the  later  emperors,  the  foldiers  were  com 
monly  denominated  from  their  commanders : 

*  Cornel  A>/<  in  l}fccra!*t 

tinlefs 


B.  3.      the  Life  of  King  DAVID.      49 

unlcfswc  fuppofe  them  rather  denominated  from 
Pelethy  the  fon  of  Jonathan  *,  who  was  of  the 
king's  own  tribe. 

Now  as  the  Gberetbites  adhered  to  David,  and 
followed  his  fortune  from  the  beginning,  they 
juftly  held  the  fait  degree  of  favour  with  him: 
and  therefore  they  are  always  placed  before  the 
Pelethifes,  who  only  reforted  to  him  when  he 
was  in  Ziklag;  and  for  that  reafon  were  only 
intitled  to  the  fecond  degree  of  favour. 


C  H  A  P.  V. 

DAVID  inquires  after  SaulV  Pojlerity^  and 
finds  Mephibofheth,  a  furviving  Son 
of  Jonathan V,  whom  he  treats  as  his 

own. 

T\AV I D,  now,  once  more,  enjoyed  a  fhort 
•*-^  interval  of  peace,  like  a  gleam  of  fun-fhine 
in  the  intermittings  of  a  ftorm  5  and  he  employ 'd 
it  as  became  him.  His  profperity  had  hitherto 
in  no  degree  overfet  him  5  on  the  contrary,  the 
bleffings  of  GOD  upon  him,  made  him  every 
day  better.  His  gratitude  to  his  Divine  Bene- 
faftor  had  lately  exerted  itfelf  in  a  refolution  of 
building  a  moft  magnificent  temple  to  his  ho 
nour,  from  a  noble  purpofe  of  giving  fuch  a 
difplay  of  glory  to  the  worihip  of  the  true  GOD, 
as  the  world  had  hitherto  ( as  far  as  I  can  find ) 

*   I  Cbron.  ii.  33. 

VOL.  II.  E  con- 
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conceived  no  notion  of:  and  he  had  thus  far 
made  a  noble  provilion  for  the  work.  Religion 
was  his  firft  care  5  and  friendfhip  now  became 
his  fecond.  He  rccolleded  the  ftrong  and  fo- 
lemn  ties  of  friendfhip  between  him  and  Jona 
than,  confirmed  by  the  moft  facred  oaths  and 
engagements;  and  his  prefent  retirement  from 
the  hurry  and  din  of  war  left  him  at  leifure  to 
refleft  upon  them,  and  take  proper  meafures  to 
fulfil  them. 

IT  is  not,  I  think,  to  be  imagined,  but  that  he 
well  knew  there  yet  furvived  one  of  that  dear 
friend's  fons  :  and  I  believe  the  humane  and 
religious  reader  will  own,  that  he  hath  often 
felt  pangs  at  his  heart,  for  David's  fo  long 
fcemincr  nedeft  of  that  moft  valuable  and  amiable 

C7  O 

friend's  only  fon.  But  I  believe  it  will  appear 
to  him,  upon  better  inquiry,  that  fince  he  knew 
him  to  be  under  the  protection  of  a  very  confi- 
derable  family,  where  he  wanted  no  neceflary  or 
convenience  of  life,  looking  out  for  a  rival  to 
his  throne,  before  it  was  throughly  eftablifhed 
to  him,  was  not  altogether  fo  confident  with 
the  principles  of  political  prudence.  And  per 
haps  this  is  one  reafon,  why  the  facred  writer 
lets  us  know,  that  his  throne  was  now  throughly 
eftablifhed,  before  he  made  any  inquiry  after 
Saul's  pofterity.  For  when  he  hath  informed 
the  reader  upon  this  head,  and  recounted  the 
train  of  David's  officers  and  minifters,  he  im 
mediately  fubjoins  an  account  of  this  inquiry  5 
telling  us,  that  David  J aid,  Is  there  yet  any  that 
;i  left  of  the  houje  of  Saul,  that  I  may  Jkeiv  him 

kindnefs 
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kindnefs  for  Jonathan  s  fake?  And,  hearing  of  a 
fervanr,  that  had  belonged  to  Saul,  whofe  name 
was  Zibay  he  fent  for  him,  and  inquired  whe 
ther  any  yet  remained  of  his  matter's  family, 
that  he  might  do  them  good  offices.  The  ex- 
preflion  in  the  original  is  very  remarkable  5  Is 
there  not  yet  any  of  the  bouje  of  Saul,  that  I  may 
(hew  the  kindnefs  of  God  unto  him  ?  That  is,  that 
he  might  treat  him  with  a  benignity  refembling 
that  of  Almighty  GOD  5  who  continues  his  kind- 
hefs  even  to  the  defendants  of  thofe  that  love 
him.  And  Ziba  informed  him,  that  Jonathan 
had  yet  a  fon,  lame  on  his  feet,  whofe  name 
was  Mephibojhttb\  and  the  king,  inquiring 
where  he  was>  fent  and  brought  him  from  the 
houfe  of  Machir,  the  fon  of  Ammiel,  a  very 
confiderable  and  wealthy  man*  in  Lc-debar>  a 
remote  corner  of  the  country,  beyond  Jordan  ; 
where  Mephibojheth  judged  he  might  be  con* 
cealed  with  more  fecrecy  and  fecurity  :  but 
David's  friendmip  found  him  out  in  his  retire 
ment,  and  called  him  to  court. 

POOR  Mephibojheth  had  contracted  a  lameriels, 
from  the  fall  he  got,  when  his  nurfe  was  run 
ning  away  with  him,  after  the  defeat  of  mount 
'Gilboa;  and  fo  was  in  the  condition  of  P  alamo- 
nius,  in  Orfheus'  s  Argonautics^  v.  2  op. 


Lame  of  both  legs,  and  fitted  ill  with  feet, 

*  That  he  was  fo,  appears  from  2  Sam.  xvii.  27,  28.  where  we 
find  him  and  Barxillai  Supplying  the  king  with  great  plenty  of  all 
heceflafies. 

E  ^  When 
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When  he  appeared  before  David,  he  fell  upon 
his  face,  and  did  him  reverence.  Our  account 
of  this  interview  is  very  fhort  5  but  I  imagine, 
from  the  nature  of  the  thing,  that  it  muft  have 
been  very  tender  and  affe&ing  on  the  part  of 
David;  as  it  was  apparently  not  without  terror, 
on  the  part  of  Mephibojheth :  however  we  are 
only  told,  that  the  king  called  him  by  his  name, 
and  fpoke  kindly  to  him,  bidding  him  fear  no 
thing,  and  alluring  him  of  his  favour,  and  de 
claring  that  he  would  treat  him  as  one  of  his 
own  children.  Mephibojheth,  (faith  he)  fear 
not ;  for  I  will  fur  ely  [hew  thee  kindnefs  for  Jona 
than  thy  father  s  fake -,  and  will  rejlore  thee  all 
the  land  of  Saul  thy  father  -,  and  thou  Jhalt  eat 
bread  at  my  table  continually.  In  return  to  which, 
Mephibojheth  bowed  himfclf  before  the  king, 
with  expreffions  of  the  utmoft  gratitude  and  hu 
mility  :  What  is  thy  fervant,  that  thou  Jhouldjl 
look  upon  fuch  a  dead  dog  (that  is,  fo  abjccl  and 
fo  infignificant  a  creature )  as  I  am  ? 

THE  king  then  fent  for  Ziba,  and  told  him  he 
had  given  Mephibofoeth  all  that  belonged  to  Saul> 
and  to  all  his  houfc;  appointing  him  at  the  fame 
time  to  the  tillage  and  culture  of  the  land,  and 
ordering  him  to  bring  in  a  proper  portion  of 
the  fruits  of  the  earth  to  his  mafter,  by  way  of 
rent ;  that  is,  as  Grotius  and  Dr.  frapp  obferve, 
he  made  Ziba  Mephibofoetb's  colonus  partiarius, 
his  farmer,  upon  the  terms  of  bringing  in  to 
his  mafter,  yearly,  half  the  annual  produce  of 
grain  and  fruits.  And  from  the  chara&er  and 
condition  of  that  man,  at  this  tirne^  David,  in 

all- 
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all  appearance,  could  not  have  chofen  a  fitter 
perfon,  on  whom  to  devolve  that  truft.  He 
was  an  old  fervant  of  the  family,  and  then 
deemed  a  faithful  one :  he  was  in  the  fecret  of 
Mephiboft:ettis  concealment,  and  confequently 
confided  in  by  him :  and  befides  this,  the  text 
tells  us,  that  he  had  fifteen  fons,  and  twenty  fer- 
vants,  by  whofe  aid  he  could  occupy  the  ground 
to  more  advantage  5  which  fecms  to  be  a  prin 
cipal  reafon  why  David  employed  him.  'Thou 
therefore^  ( faith  the  king )  and  thy  Jons,  and  thy 
fervants,  Jhall  till  the  land  for  him  -,  and  thou  flialt 
bring  in  the  fruits,  that  thy  mafters  fon  may  have 
food  to  eat,  viz.  both  for  himfelf  and  his  houfe- 
hold  (for  Mephibofietb  had  now  a  fon,  whofe 
name  was  Micah,  and  doubtlefs  a  family  alfo)$ 
but  Mephibofheth  thy  majlers  fon  jhall  always  eat 
bread  at  my  table. 

To  this  command  of  the  king,  Ziba  profefled 
3  ready  obedience :  According  to  all  that  my  Igrd 
the  king  hath  commanded  his  fervant,  fo  /hall  thy 
fervant  do.  And  whilft  he  was  faying  this,  the 
king's  heart  overflowing  with  joy  at  the  thoughts 
of  having  it  in  his  power  to  do  honour  to  any  of 
Jonathans  pofterky,  interrupts  him  with  a  fe- 
cond  declaration  in  his  favour :  As  J~or  Mephibo- 
jketh)  he  Jhall  eat  at  my  table^  like  one  of  the 
king's  fons. 

THE  text  then  adds  an  account  of  Mephibo- 
fhettis  having  a  young  fon  at  this  time,  and  of 
all  Zibas  family  immediately  becoming  his  fer- 
vants ;  and  concludes  with  thefe  words :  So  Me- 
fhibojheth  dwelt  in  JeruJ'alem  ;  for  he  did  eat  con- 

JE  3  tinually 
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tinually  at  the  kings  table^  although  he  mas  lame 
(  for  fo  I  think  it  fhould  be  tranflated )  on  both, 
his  feet ;  that  is,  altho'  his  figure  was  not  fuch 
as  might  grace  a  king's  table. 

THE  obfervation  is  obvious,  and  few  of  the 
critics  have  failed  to  make  it,  that,  from  the 
number  of  fervants  employed  to  occupy  Mepbi- 
kofiettis  eftate,  it  fhould  feem  to  have  been  very 
confiderable$  but  how  confiderablc,  I  cannot 
take  upon  me  fo  much  as  to  conjedure. 

THERE  is  another  obfervation  feemingly  as 
obvious,  and  that  is,  that  nothing  could  be  a 
better- judged  beneficence,  or  a  furer  or  more 
refined  proof  of  eternal  friendfhip  to  Jonathan, 
than  David's  tying  down  his  fon  to  that  way  of 
living  with  him,  and  with  his  children,  which 
would  give  him  a  thoufand  daily  opportunities 
of  teftifying  his  gratitude,  his  tendernefs,  his  af 
fection  for  the  bed  of  friends  5  and  was  at  the 
fame  time  the  mod  natural  means  to  perpetuate 
this  friendship,  and  to  propagate  it  to  both  their 
pofterities. 

IF  any  man  doubt,  whether  this  condud 
fhould  be  placed  to  the  fcore  of  a  moil  refined 
and  exalted  virtue  in  David,  let  it  at  leaft  be 
numbered  among  that  prince's  peculiar  felicities. 

IT  is  not,  I  think,  to  be  doubted,  that  moft  of 
David's  Pfalms  were  written  as  occafions  re 
quired.  The  facred  hiftorian  informs  us,  that 
David  had  employed  this  interval  of  peace,  ir\ 
judgment  and  juftice  to  his  people:  he  very  well 
knew,  that  mercy  was  often  an  eflential  of  ju 
ftice,  and  at  all  times  its  moft  heavenly  office  $ 

and 
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and  that  he  owed  this  duty  to  himfelf,  as  much 
as  to  any  of  his  fubjefts;  for  mercy  and  truth 
uphold  the  throne.  He  well  knew  his  folemn 
engagements  to  Jonathan:  Should  he  not  do 
juftice  to  them?  His  meaneft  fubje&s  fhared  the 
blcflings  of  his  mercy :  Should  the  foil  of  "Jona 
than  be  precluded  from  it  ? 

LET  it  then  be  prefumed,  that  David,  in  this 
way  of  thinking,  publifhed  his  refolution  of 
fhewing  kindnefs  to  the  feed  of  Saul:  Could  any 
thing  be  more  natural,  than  for  the  enemies  of 
that  houfe,  and  all  the  court-favourites,  to  be 
immediately  alarmed,  as  one  man  ?  Could  any 
of  them  hope  to  be  the  king's  favourite,  upon 
the  fame  foot  with  the  foil  of  Jonathan  ?  Who 
would  be  ib  favourably  aiid  fo  partially  liftened 
to  ?  Was  lie  to  eat  and  to  drink  with  the  king 
every  day  of  his  life,  to  have  every  day  an  op 
portunity  of  infinuating  himfelf  *nto  his  good 
graces,  to  lie  in  his  bofom,  and  to  have  his  ear 
in  his  mod  open  and  unguarded  hours  >  What  a 
load  of  envy  and  obloquy  muft  this  draw  upon 
poor  Mephiboftetb?  And  how  naturally  would 
calumny  entail  all  Saul's  vices  upon  him  on  this 
occafion?  pride,  inconftancy,  treachery. 

ON  the  other  hand,  it  may  eafily  be  ima 
gined,  what  the  partisans  of  the  houfe  of  Saul, 
and  enemies  to  David,  would  fay  upon  this  oc- 

cafion that  all  thefe  fair  pretences  and  pro- 

mifes  in  favour  o£  Saul's  family,  were  but  a  fpe- 
cious  artifice  to  get  the  true  heirs  to  the  crown 
into  his  hands;  and  that  when  he  once  had 
them  in  his  power,  he  would  foon  find  means 

£4,  to 
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to  rid  himfelf  of  them.  Suppofe  this  to  be  the 
true  ftate  of  the  cafe,  when  the  king  publifhed 
his  refolution  of  taking  Mephibofoeth  into  favour, 
as  I  think,  from  the  nature  of  the  thing,  it 
mult  be,  could  any  thing  be  more  natural,  than 
for  David  to  publifh  fuch  a  declaration  on  that 
occafion,  as  fhould  vindicate  his  own  integrity, 
terrify  treachery,  and  difcountenance  calumny  ? 

Now  fuppofe  we  found  an  authentic  decla 
ration  of  David  to  this  purpofe,  prefaced  with 
an  appeal  to  GOD,  for  his  love  of  mercy,  juftice, 
and  integrity  5  and  publifhing  to  the  whole  world 
his  abhorrence  of  villainy,  treachery,  calumny, 
and  pride;  and  profeffing  that  he  would,  to  the 
utmoft  of  his  power,  difcountenance  and  deftroy 
ail  men  of  that  character,  as  he  would,  on  the 
contrary,  favour  and  protect  all  thofe  that  were 
truly  religious  and  faithful :  I  fay,  fuppofe  fuch  a 
declaration  as*that  were  now  extant,  to  what 
xra  or  event  of  David's  life  could  we  fo  natur 
ally  refer  it,  as  to  this  of  receiving  Mephibojheth 
into  favour  ? 

N  o  w  it  is  beyond  all  doubt,  that  fuch  a  de 
claration  is  ftill  extant,  and  fet  forth  at  large  in 
the  cift  Pfalm  ;  as  the  reader  will  find  from  a 
fttort  perufal  of  thefe  fcvcral  parts  of  it :  My 
Jbngjhall  be  of  mercy  and  judgment -,  unto  theey  O 

Lord,  will  I  fing 1  hate  the  fins  of  unfaithful- 

nejs-,  there  Jh all  no  fuch  cleave  unto  me Whofo 

privily  Jlandereth  his  neighbour,  him  will  I  de- 

Jlroy. Whofo  hath  alfo  a  proud  look,  and  high 

Jlomach,  7  will  not  fuffer  him.  Mine  eyes  look  upon 
fuch  as  are  faithful  in  the  land,  that  they  may 

dwell 
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dwell  with  me.     Whojb  leadeth   a  godly  life,  be 
jhall  be  my  fervant.     There  Jhall  no  deceitful  per- 
Jbn  dwell  in  my  houfe :  he  that  telleth  lyes  fhall  not 
tarry  in  my  fight.     I  Jhall  foon  deftroy  all  the  un 
godly,  that  are  in  the  land ;  that  I  may  root  out 
all  wicked  doers  from  the  city  of  the  Lord. 

How  noble  a  declaration  was  this  in  a  great 
king !  and  how  worthy  the  imitation  of  all  the 
princes  of  the  earth!  and  how  noble  a  manner 
was  this  of  publifhing  declarations  to  the  people, 
in  folemn  and  fublime  hymns  to  Almighty  GOD  > 
fet  to  fuited  mufic,  and  fang  with  joy  and 
tranfport  through  the  land !  at  once  vindicating 
innocence,  and  propagating  piety  !  Let  this  again 
be  numbered  among  the  felicities  peculiar  to 
David! 


CHAP.    VI. 

DAVID',?  Embaffadors  abufed  by  the  Am 
monites. — A  War  enfues. 

SOme   time    after  the  event   laft  related,  a 
neighbour  prince,  Naha/h  king  of  the  Am 
monite^  died,  and  Hanun  his  fon  fucceeded  him 
in  the  throne. 

DAVID,  it  feems,  had  received  fome  favours 
tiomNabaJh;  but  when,  or  of  what  kind,  is 
not  known :  fome  imagine  he  had  kindly  enter 
tained  fome  of  David's  family,  when  others  of 
them  were  cruelly  treated  by  the  king  of  Moab, 
under  whofe  protection  they  were  placed :  and 

fome 
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fome  imagine,  that  he  had  kindly  intreated 
David  himfelf,  when  the  firft  Achijh  had  driven 
him  away  from  his  court. 

As  Nahajh  was  at  mortal  enmity  with  Saul, 
it  is  very  probable,  that  he  took  any  occafton  of 
treating  David  as  well  as  he  could,  out  of  refent- 
ment  to  Saul  their  common  enemy.  But,  what 
ever  the  motives  of  this  kindnefs  might  be? 
( which  are  not  always  to  be  too  nicely  fcanned ) 
David  thought  himfelf  bound  to  make  the  beft 
return  he  could  to  it ;  and  accordingly  fent  em- 
bafladors,  to  make  his  compliments  of  condo 
lence  to  Hanun,  and  to  congratulate  him  upon 
his  ncceflion  to  the  crown. 

WHEN  they  arrived,   the  princes  of  Ammon 

( from  what  motive  is  not  mentioned)  perfuaded 

the  king,  that  thefe  men,  apparently  fent  to  do 

him  honour,  were  not  fo  properly  embafladors 

as  fpies,  and  that  their  bufinefs  was  to  inquire 

and  to  fearch  out  the  true  ftateof  his  capital,  that 

fo,  when  a  proper  occafion  offered,  they  might 

more  eafily  and  effectually  aflault  and  deftroy  it. 

THE  king,  too  eafily  yielding  to  this  infinua- 

tion,  relented  this  fuppofed  defign  of  'David's, 

much  more  than  he  ftiould  have  done,  had  he 

known  it  to  be  real :  and  accordingly  refolved 

to  do  his  embafladors  the  greateft  indignities  he 

could  devife.     And   what  thefe  were,  we  are 

thus  informed :  Hanun  ( faith  the  text )  took  Da- 

•vid'sjer  wants,  and  foaved  off  the  one  half  of  their 

beards,  and  cut  off  their  garments  in  the  middle, 

And  we  are  given  to  underftand,  that  they  did 

this  in  fuch  a  manner^  as  to  expofe  their  naked- 

nefs. 
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THE  wearing  of  long  beards,  and  long  gar 
ments,  was  then,  as  it  ftill  is,  the  fafhion  of  the 
Eaft,  where  they  were  deemed  badges  of  ho 
nour;  and  confequently  the  cutting  off  and  cur 
tailing  of  either,  regarded  as  the  greateft  indig 
nity  ;  nay,  in  fome  places,  the  cutting  off  the 
beard  was  not  only  looked  upon  as  matter  of 
the  higheft  reproach,  but  alfo  of  the  fevered  pu- 
nifhment.  So  it  was  antiently  among  the  Indi 
ans  %  and  is  at  this  day  among  the  Perfiam* 
And  it  was  one  of  the  mod  infamous  punilh- 
ments  of  cowardice  in  Sparta,  that  they  who 
turned  their  backs  in  the  day  of  battle,  were 
obliged  to  appear  abroad,  with  one  half  of  their 
beards  fliaved,  and  the  other  unlhavedf.  And 
as  the  Spartans  are  faid  by  Jq/efbus  to  be  defccndcd 
from  the  Jews,  poflibly  this  punifhment  might 
have  been  originally  derived  from  them  :  and 
if  fo,  then  this  indignity  to  David's  cmbaffa- 
dors,  who  reprefented  his  perfon,  might  have 
been  intended  as  a  brand  of  cowardice  upon 
him.  This  only  is  certain,  that  infult  and  con 
tumely  were  added  to  the  indignity  :  half  the 
beard  was  cut  off,  to  make  them  look  ridicu 
lous;  and  half  the  robe,  to  make  their  figures 
at  once  more  contemptible  and  indecent ;  for 
as  breeches  made  then  no  part  of  the  Eaftern 
drefs,  thofe  parts  were  of  necellity  expofed, 
\vhich  decency  didates  to  conceal. 

BUT  thefe  indignities  were  not  only  infults 
upon  the  perfon  of  David,  in  thofe  of  his  eiu- 

*  See  Dr.  Patrick's  comment  upon  this  pafiage,  vol.  II.  p.  302, 
•f-  Plut.  in  dgefilao. 

j  baffadors, 
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baffadors,  but  alfo  upon  his  religion  *,  which 
prohibited  the  cutting  off  any  part  of  the  beard  f: 
and  if  this  prohibition  refpeded  the  pradice  of 
the  heathen,  who  were  wont  to  make  an  of 
fering  of  their  hair,  or  beard,  to  the  demons,  in 
behalf  of  their  deceafed  friends,  this  infult  upon 
the  ernbaffadors  probably  meant,  that  thcfe  men, 
\vho  came  to  bewail  Naba/h's  death,  fhould 
make  an  offering  of  their  beards  in  his  behalf. 

SOME  think  David  wrong  in  this  conduct, 
and  apprehend  that  he  fhould  have  had  no  com 
merce  with  tftis  Ammonite  km*  ^(Nahafh)  who, 
it  muft  be  allowed,  was  a  monfter  of  cruelry  §. 
But  however  that  may  be,  this  we  learn  from 
it,  that  no  demerit  or  vilenefs  in  the  author  of 
a  benefaction  did,  in  David's  eftimation,  cancel 
the  gratitude  due  for  it. 

WHEN  David  heard  of  the  treatment  his  ern 
baffadors  had  received,  who  did  not  know  how 
to  return,  and  were  afhamed  to  fhew  their  faces, 
under  the  confufion  of  the  indignity  done  them  5 
he  fent  to  meet  them,  and  directed  them  to 
tarry  at  Jericho,  till  their  beards  were  grown,  and 
then  return. 

As  Jericho  had  not  been  rebuilt  fince  the  day 
it  was  miraculoLiily  overthrown,  (  Jofb.  vi. )  the 

*  They  probably  expofed  their  nakednefs,  to  fhew  their  cir- 
cumciiion. 

•f-  So  Dr.  Patrick  underftands  by  the  text,  Levit.  xix.  27.  Nei 
ther  Jbalt  thou  mar  the  corner 3  of  thy  beard. 

J  Being  prohibited,  as  they  apprehend,  by  that  precept  in  rela 
tion  to  the  Ammonites  and  Moabites,  Deuf.  xxiii.  6.  Tboujhalt  not 
feek  tbeir  peace,  nor  their  prosperity t  all  thy  days  for  ever. 

§   i  Sam.  xi. 

king 
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king  rightly  and  humanely  judged,  that  his  em- 
baiTadors  would  be  glad  to  hide  their  fhame,  and 
conceal  themfelves  to  more  advantage,  in  the 
defolations  of  that  city,  till  their  beards  were 
grown*  5  nor  could  any  thing  be  better  judged, 
than  this  anxiety  of  David's  to  prevent  their 
being  expofed.  He  well  knew,  that  the  dignity 
of  the  moil  excellent  things  and  pcrfons  greatly 
fuflfers  by  being  once  feen  in  a  ludicrous  light, 
that  is,  in  their  moft  oppofite  extreme ;  becaufc 
ideas  are  then  alTbciated  in  the  minds  of  the  fpcc- 
tators,  which  peaiaps  can  never  after  be  wholly 
partedf. 

How  David  refented  the  treatment  his  em- 

'  bafiadors  had  received,  the  facred  hiftorians  have 

not  thought  fit  exprefly  to  inform  us :  but  if  we 

*  It  mould  feem  from  the  text,  that  the  embafladors  had  taken 
refuge  there,  before  lJa<vid  fent  to  them,  to  tarry  there.  Pcflibly 
'Jericho  might  have  been  then  pretty  much  in  the  fame  condition 
in  which  M.  Eaumgarten  found  it  in  the  beginning  of  the  fifteenth 
century.  He  tells  us,  Zaccheus^s  houfe  was  the  only  houfe  then 
(landing  there,  and  even  that  without  a  roof.  He  then  adds, 
There  are  round  about,  about  a  dozen  of  fmall  cottages,  if  I  may 
properly  call  them  fo ;  for  nothing  of  building  is  to  be  feen  in 
them,  being  only  fenced  in  with  tall  hedges  of  thorns,  having 
within  a  large  place  for  cattle  to  Hand  and  be  fliut  up  in ;  but  in 
the  middle  they  have  huts  or  tents,  where  men  ufed  to  melter; 
themfelves  and  goods  from  the  inclemency  of  the  fun  and  rain.' 

Churtiiir*  Travels,  vol.  I.  p.  420. 

f  And  therefore  I  am  aftoniflied  how  any  man  of  humanity 
( to  throw  reafon  and  virtue  out  of  the  quefcion  )  could  make  that 
ridicule  the  teft  of  true  excellence,  which  murdered  the  befl  man 
of  the  Heathen  world  ;  which  firft  debafed  the  dignity  of  Socrates 
in  the  eyes  of  the  vulgar,  and  then  brought  him  to  the  bar,  and 
to  the  hemlock !  for  if  Ariftophanes  had  not  been  fuffered  to  ape 
his  perfon  and  drefs,  and  ridicule  him,  in  the  Clouds,  Anytus  ard 
Melitus  would  never  have  dated  to  have  called  him  to  the  bar  as  a 
malefactor. 

may 
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may  be  allowed  to  reafon  from  his  condud,  in 
ail  appearance,  he  confidercd  it  as  an  efFed  of 
youthful  vanity  and  rafhnefs  in  Hanun;  and  fo 
waited  to  fee  whether  he  would  take  any  mea- 
fures  to  repair  and  expiate  the  injury:  for  we 
hear  of  no  warlike  preparations  made  by  him, 
till  the  Ammonites  had  firft  hired  their  confede 
rates,  and  taken  the  field.  For  they,  well  know 
ing  what  they  deferved  from  David,  fet  them- 
fclves  inftantly  to  fupport  what  they  had  done* 
by  dint  of  arms;  and  accordingly,  not  finding 
themfelves  fingly  fufficient  for  the  forces  of  Da- 
•vidy  the  facred  hiftorian  informs  us,  (2  Sam.  x.) 
that  they  fent  and  hired  the  Syrians  of  Bethrehoh, 
and  the  Syrians  of  Zoba,  twenty  thoufand  footmen ; 
and  of  king  Maacahy  a  thoufand  men;  and  of 
IJhtobj  twelve  thoufand  men :  and  we  learn  from 
the  firft  book  of  Chronicles  xix.  6,  7.  that  Hanun 
and  the  children  of  Ammon  fent  a  thoufand  ta 
lents  of  fiher  to  hire  them  chariots  and  horfemen 
out  of  Mesopotamia,  and  out  of  Syria- Maacahy 
and  out  of  Zoba.  So  they  hired  thirty  and  two 
thoufand  chariots  *,  and  the  king  of  Maacah,  and 
his  people^  who  came  and  pitched  before  Medeba ; 

a 

*  Some  have  thought  this  number  of  chariots  too  great :  but  I 
own  I  cannot  think  fo  ;  confidering  the  fum  expended,  the  coun 
try  and  the  age  in  which  they  were  hired,  which  knew  no  other 
ufe  of  horfes  in  battle,  but  exercifmg  them  in  their  chariots ;  and 
therefore  the  fame  word  ( 3T%  receb)  in  the  Hebrew t  fignifies 
horfeman,  and  charioteer:  and  we  find  a  greater  number  of  horfe 
men  flain  in  a  fubfequent  battle.  They  that  argue  againft  thts 
great  number  of  chariots,  ground  themfelves  upon  the  practice  of 

ihe  fubfequent  ages,  when  chariots  were  much  lefs  in  ufe. But 

after  all,  the  fame  word.,  receb%  ( I  mean  the  fame  radicals  diffe 
rently 
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a  city  fuppofed  by  moft  critics  to  be  upon  the 
borders  of  Ammon,  but  in  reality  in  the  tribe  of 
Reuben,  ]Q£.  xiii.  16.  contiguous  to  which  was  a 
large  plain,  very  convenient  for  the  enemy  to 
draw  up  their  chariots  upon  it  in  battle-array. 

THITHER  the  Ammonites,  alfo  gathering 
together  from  their  feveral  cities,  referred.  And 
*when  David  heard  of  it,  (the  text  tells  us)  he 
fent  out  Joab,  and  all  the  mighty  men,  againft 
them.  It  is,  I  think,  evident  from  hence,  that 
David  waited  to  fee  how  Hanun  would  conduct 
himfelf  on  this  occafion,  before  he  fent  out  an 
army  againft  him.  Nay,  I  am,  for  my  own  part, 
fatisfied,  from  the  xciv^1  Pfalm,  ( which  I  ap 
prehend  to  have  been  written  upon  this  occafion) 
that  he  waited  till  their  extravagance  had  carried 
them  to  fuch  lengths  of  outrage,  as  were  no 
longer  to  be  endured;  till  they  wafted  his  coun 
try,  and  murdered  his  fubjeds.  And  to  this,  I 
apprehend,  refer  thefe  words  (ver.  5,  6.  of  this 
pfalm)  5  They  break  in  pieces  thy  people,  O  Lord, 
and  ajjliffi  thine  heritage :  they  flay  the  'widow  and 
the  jlr  anger,  and  murder  the  fatherlefs* 

Ir 

rently  pointed  )  fignifies  alfo  chariot  and  charioteer :  and  therefore 
I  fee  no  reafon  why  the  text  fhould  not  as  well  be  underftood  of 
thirty  thoufand  charioteers,  and  perhaps  better  than  of  fo  many 
chariots :  and  then  the  number  of  chariots  cannot  be  fuppofed  to 
be  more  than  fifteen  thoufand  at  mofl,  fuppofing  but  two  men  in  a 
chariot ;  and  if  you  fuppofe  more,  the  number  of  chariots  muft  be 
fo  much  the  lefs.  And  befides  all  this,  it  mould  be  confidered, 
that  this  is  that  land,  from  whence  Ifaiab  tells  us  the  houfe  of 
Jacob  was  replenifhed  ;  and  therefore  what  he  there  fays  of  the 
Jcivs  (  I/a.  ii.  7.)  was  more  ftriftly  true  of  the  Syrians;  Their  land 
:'s  alfo  full  of  bo  r ft1  s,  neither  is  there  any  end  of  their  chariots. 

*  Whoever  confiders   the  length  of  way   the  Syrians  were  to 
march  to  the  aid  oi  the  Ammwifts,  upon  the  confines  of  ljud<e-a, 

will 
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IT  appears  from  many  paflages  in  the  Pfalms* 
(and  fome  in  this  hiftory)  that  it  was  David's 
fixed  principle  never  to  indulge  his  revenge; 
but  refer  himfelf  wholly  to  GOD  upon  all  fuch 
occafions.  And  it  appears  from  this  part  of  the 
facrcd  hiftory,  that  he  took  no  ftep  againft  Ha- 
mm,  till  two  great  armies  were  formed,  and  in 
the  field,  againft  him.  He  then  ordered  out  his 
forces  againft  them,  rather  to  repel  an  invafion, 

than  revenge  an  injury. And  I  am  fatisfied, 

the  reafon  why  he  fent  out  thefe  forces  under 
the  command  ofjoab,  rather  than  conduct  them 
himfelf,  was,  becaufe  that  injury  was  in  a  great 
meafure  perfonal  to  himfelf;  and  therefore  it 
better  became  him  to  decline  all  appearance  of 
perfonal  refcntment,  and  commit  his  caufe  to 
the  righteous  Arbiter  of  the  earth;  as  he  doth 
in  thole  memorable  words,  wherewith  he  be 
gins  the  xcivth  Pfalm-,  O  Lord  God,  to  'whom 
vengeance  belongetb,  O  God,  to  whom  vengeance 

belongetb,  flew  tbyfelf that  is,  Let  thy  inter- 

pofition  in  this  caufe  be  made  evident  to  the 
world,  by  the  righteoufnefs  of  the  decifion.  Lift 
up  tbyjelf\  tbou  Judge  of  the  earth ;  render  a  re 
ward  to  the  proud. 

AND  as  he  began,  fo  he  ended  this  Pfalm, 
(ver.  1 6. )  in  the  fame  way  of  thinking,  by  call 
ing  to  his  people,  to  know  who  would  rife  up, 
not  with  him,  but  for  bimy  agaiuft  his  enemy: 

will  eafily  apprehend,  that  this  could  fcarce  be  done  without  many 
hoftile  incurfions  and  depredations;  and  much  lefswere  they  likely 
to  abftain,  when  two  great  lioilile  armies  were  affernbled  in  the 
heart  of  a  Jevjijb  tribe. 

Who 
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Who  will  rife  up  for  me  againft  the  evil-doers  ? 
Who  will  ft  and  up  for  me  again  ft  the  workers  of 
iniquity  ?  For  here  I  apprehend  the  Pfalm  ended, 
at  its  firft  publication.  The  reft  was  apparently 
added>  after  the  enfuing  battle.  For,  when 
Joab  took  the  field,  he  found  himfelf,  I  know 
not  how,  entrapped  and  embarafled  in  the  midft 
of  two  great  armies ,  the  Ammonites  before  him, 
drawn  up  under  the  wall  of  the  city  5  and  the 
Syrians  behind  him,  extended  upon  the  plains 
of  MeJeba.  Military  men  will  beft  judge,  whe 
ther  this  was  not  the  effed  of  fome  overfight,  or 
mifcondud,  in  that  captain,  However,  Joab 
was  blelfed  with  that  diftinguifhing  talent  of  a 
great  captain,  a  prefence  and  readinefs  of  mind 
upon  all  exigencies:  he  immediately  divided  his 
army  into  two  bodies,  one  of  which  he  led  him 
felf  againft  the  Syrians,  and  the  other  he  fent 
againft  the  Ammonites^  under  the  command  of 
his  brother  Abijhai;  alluring  him  at  the  iame 
time,  that  if  he  were  overpowered  by  the  Am 
monite^  he  would  fend  him  immediately  aid, 
and  commanding  Abijhai  to  do  the  fame  by  him, 
if  he  found  him  overpowered  by  the  Syrians : 
concluding  with  that  nobleft  of  all  martial 
fpeeches,  (  2  Sam.  x.  12. )  Be  of  good  courage,  and 
let  us  play  the  men  for  our  people \  and  for  the  cities 
of  our  God:  and  the  Lord  do  that  which  Jeemeth 
him  good*. 

THE  Syrians^  it  feems,  were  the  better  fol- 
diers  5  and  one  reafon  of  their  being  fo,  might 

*  We  may  learn  from  hence  how  naturally  great  dangers  in- 
fpire  fentiments  of  true  religion. 

VOL.  II.  £  bct 
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be,  that  they  had  of  late,  as  appears  from  the 
courfe  of  this  hiftory,  been  more  exercifed  in 
arms  ;  and  therefore  Joab  led  the  choice  of  the 
IJraeltte  army  againft  them,  and  began  the  at 
tack;  which  was  well  judged  upon  many  ac 
counts  :  firft,  becaufe  it  was  a  proof  both  to  his 
own  army,  and  the  enemy,  that  he  was  not  in 
timidated;  which  was  of  vaft  confequence  in  his 
prefent  fituation.  zdly,  Becaufe  they  were  mer 
cenaries,  who  never  think  themfelves  under  the 
fame  engagements  to  make  an  obftinate  refift- 
ance,  as  they  do  that  fight  for  their  country  *. 
And,  3*//y,  Becaufe,  if  they  were  once  routed, 
who  were  the  better  foldiers,  the  Ammonites, 
intimidated  by  their  defeat,  would  become  an 
eafier  conqucft  to  his  brother. 

THE  event  anfwered >  the  Syrians  were  put  to 
flight  5  and  when  the  Ammonites  faw  them  turn 
their  backs,  the  text  tells  us,  they  fled  alfo,  and 

enter ed  into  the  citj. And  Joab,  not  being  in 

a  condition  either  to  purfue  the  chariots,  ( for 
he  had  no  horfe )  or  to  aflault  or  befiege  the  city, 
returned  to  Jerujalem ;  but  ( it  is  to  be  prefumed) 
not  till  he  faw  the  country  freed  from  the  Sy 
rian  army. 

AND  now  it  was,  as  I  apprehend,  that  David, 
reflecting  upon  the  danger  his  army  had  efcaped, 
and  partly,  perhaps,  thro'  his  own  fault,  in  de 
clining  to  lead  them  out  ia  perfon,  added  fevcn 
more  verfes  to  the  xciv^  Pfalm ;  the  firft  of 
which  begins  with  acknowledging  the  danger, 

*  Ut  quibus  tern  ere  colleftis,  negut  ia  vifioria  decus  eJJ"ett  neque 
in  fuga  flagitium.  Tacit.  2  Hilt. 

and 
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and  afcribing  the  deliverance  to  GOD Unkfs 

the  Lord  had  been  my  help,  my  foul  had  almofi 
dwelt  infilence,  &c.  And  not  content  with  this, 
David,  again  revolving  the  greatnefs  of  the  deli 
verance,  ( which,  perhaps  is  not  to  be  paralleled 
in  hiftory)  compofed,  or  at  lead  fung  a  fecond 
time,  another  hymn  of  thankfgiving  to  GOD, 
upon  this  occafion,  Pfalm  cxxiv*:  which  is  evi 
dently  the  thankfgiving  of  a  man  whofe  people 
were  thought  a  fure  prey  to  their  enemies;  and 
yet  efcaped  by  the  providential  interpofition  of 
GOD  in  their  favour.  Which  was  evidently  the 
condition  of  the  Ifraelites,  when  they  were  pent 
in  bet  ween  two  great  hoftile  armies  5  from  whence 
there  was  no  poffibility  of  efcaping,  but  by 
breaking  through  them  by  main  force  :  a  condi 
tion,  and  a  deliverance,  which  could  never  be 
reprefented  by  an  apter  image,  than  that  which 
David  makes  ufe  of  in  the  clofe  of  this  Pfalm  5  a 
bird  caught  in  a  fnare,  who  had  no  chance  for 
his  life,  but  by  breaking  it :  Our  fcul  is  efcaped 
even  as  a  bird  out  of  the  fnare  of  the  fowlers:  the 
lhare  is  broken,  and  we  are  delivered. 

*  If  It  bad  not  been  the  Lord  who  was  on  our  fide,  now  may 
Ijrael  fay  ;  if  it  had  not  been  the  Lord  who  was  on  our  Jide  ;  ewhen 
men  rofe  up  againfl  us  :  then  they  bad  fwallowed  us  up  quick,  when 
their  wrath  was  kindled  againji  us :- then  the  waters  had  over 
whelmed  us,  the  Jlr  earn  had  gone  over  our  foul :  then  the  proud  wa 
ters  had  gone  over  our  foul. Ble/fed  be  the  Lord,  wbo  hath  not 

given  us  a  prey  to  their  teeth. Our  foul  is  efcaped  as  a  bird  out 

of  the  fnare  of  the  fowlers  ;  the  jnare  is  broken^  and  we  are 
efcaped. 

Our  help  is  in  the  Name  of  the  Lord,  who  made  h  ~aven  and 
tartb. 

F  2  CHAP. 
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CHAP.     VII. 

T&?  Syrian  War fimjhed. — David V  Feli 
cities  during  this  Period  fummed  up.— 
'This  Book  ends. 

WHETHER  the  fealbn  of  the  year  was 
too  far  advanced  to  keep  the  field  any 
longer,  or  whatever  other  rcafon  made  Joab  re 
turn  to  Jerufalem,  with  the  Israelite  army  5  the 
Syrians,  who  knew  how  far  they  had  injured 
and  provoked  David,  had  good  reafon  to  expeft 
they  would  vifit  them  again,  upon  the  return  of 
the  fpring :  and  they  made  their  preparations 
accordingly. 

HADAREZER  (for  fo  he  is  now  called,  by  an 
eafy  change  of  the  Hebrew  letters  d  and  r,  [n] 
whofe  fimilitude  is  obvious  to  every  eye)  affem- 
bled  his  forces;  and  not  finding  them  of  ftrength 
fufficient  to  be  confided  in,  the  text  tells  us,  he 
fent  and  brought  out  the  Syrians  that  were  beyond 
the  river  Euphrates-,  and  they  came  to  Helam^  un 
der  the  condud  of  Shobach,  captain  of  Hadar- 
ezer's  hoft.  Which  when  David  learnt,  and 
was  fufficiently  informed  concerning  them,  he 
gathered  the  choice  troops  of  his  whole  realm 
together,  and  led  them  out  in  perfon  againft  the 
enemy;  paffed  the  Jordan^  and  arrived  at  He- 
lamy  where  they  found  the  Syrians  prepared  to 
receive  them;  and  drawn  up  in  battle-array.  A 
battle  enfued,  and  with  that,  a  carnage  the 

grcateft 
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greater!  of  any  recorded  in  David's  wars,  The 
Syrians,  faith  the  facred  writer,  fled  before  Ifrael, 
and  David  Jlew  the  men  of  feven  hundred  chariots 
of  the  Syrians,  and  forty  thoufand  horfemen 
(iSaffLX.  1 8.);  a  relation,  which  we  find  a 
good  deal  diverfified  in  the  firft  book  of  Chro 
nicles,  the  xixth  chapter,  and  the  18^  verfes 
where  it  is  faid  in  the  Englijh  verfion,  ( which  I 
think  very  juftifiable  from  the  original)  that  he 
Jlew  feven  thoufand  men  which  fought  in  chariots, 
and  forty  thouj  and  footmen.  Now  critics  are  of 
opinion,  that  thefe  feven  thoufand  men  which 
fought  in  chariots,  are  the  men  of  feven  hun 
dred  chariots  mentioned  in  the  fecond  book  of 
Sam.  ten  to  a  chariot  5  which  I  think  could  not 
be,  becaufe  then  the  fafhion  of  their  military 
chariots  muft  have  been  intirely  changed  in  the 
compafs  of  one  year. 

THERE  is  more  to  be* faid  for  the  article  of 
footmen  $  becaufe  the  Chronicles  being  a  fupple- 
ment  to  the  books  of  Samuel  and  the  Kings,  and 
in  the  fecond  book  of  Samuel  the  hiftorian  hav 
ing  made  no  mention  of  any  footmen  (lain  in 
this  battle,  this  addition  might  be  made  here, 
to  fupply  that  defect.  But,  however  that  may 
be,  they  both  agree,  that  David  flew  Shobach, 
captain  of  the  hoftile  hofr,  with  his  own  hands 
(for  his  death  is  perfonally  afcribed  to  David  in 
bothf)*  which  the  Romans  made  account  of, 

*  The  number  of  chariots  brought  into  the  £eld  the  preceding 
campaign  ( thirty  thoufand )  on  fuppofition  that  the  text  is  there 
rightly  tranflated,  muft  fatisfy  every  reafonable  man,  that  there 
Could  not  be  more  than  two  men  to  a  chariot. 

^  One  fays,  he  fmote  him  ;  and  the  other  fays,  he  flew  him. 

F  as 
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as  the  higheft  point  of  military  glory  ,  and  fuch 
as  no  more  than  three  of  their  heroes  had  ever 
attained,  from  the  foundation  of  the  common 
wealth.  Nor  was  the  renown  arifing  from  fuch 
a  conqueft  without  a  foundation  of  true  mili 
tary  glory,  in  thofeages,  where  perfonal  pro  wefs, 
and  great  bodily  ftrength,  were  always  effential 
ingredients  in  the  charadcr  of  a  great  comman 
der;  whofc  perfonal  bravery  was  the  fhect- 
anchor,  and  only  refource  of  his  troops,  when 
hard  pufhed  by  their  enemy,  or  other  wife  re 
duced  to  diftrefs  of  any  kind.  For,  in  that  cafe, 
to  vanquifh  the  captain,  by  dint  of  fuperior 
valour,  and  dexterity  in  arms,  was,  in  effeft,  to 
difmay  and  to  defeat  his  forces. 

WHERE  this  city  of  tlelamy  mentioned  in  the 
text,  was  fituated,  none  of  the  critics  have  been 
able  to  inform  us.  But  inafmuch  as  this  is  evi 
dently  the  laft  battle  fought  by  Hadad  againft 
David,  ( as  Nicolaus  Damnjcenus  witneffes)  upon 
the  banks  of  the  Euphrates  ;  there  can,  I  think, 
be  but  little  doubt,  that  Helam  was  built  upon 
the  banks  of  that  river  5  which  probably  was  one 
caufe  of  the  great  (laughter  made  of  the  enemy 
in  this  battle,  inafmuch  as,  having  the  Ifraelites 
before,  and  the  Euphrates  behind  them,  they 
found  lefs  room  for  flight. 

THE  gaining  of  this  battle,  under  thefe  ad 
vantageous  circumftances,  effectually  finifhed  the 
Syrian  war;  and  eftablilhed  David's  dominion 
on  that  fide,  to  the  utmoft  extent  of  GOD'S  pro- 
mife  to  Abraham :  From  the  river  of  Egypt,  to 
the  great  river,  the  river  Euphrates.  For  the 

facred 
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facred  hiftorians  inform  us,  That  when  all  the 
kings  that  were  fervants  to  Hadarezer,  faw  that 
they  were  fmitten  before  Ifrael,  they  made  peace 
with  Ifrael,  andferved  them :  fo  the  Syrians  feared 
to  help  the  children  of  Ammon  any  more. 

AND  now  was  David,  as  I  conceive,  ad 
vanced  to  the  higheft  pitch  of  earthly  glory, 
fortune,  and  felicity ! 

AND  here,  perhaps  the  reader  may  not  think 
it  amifs  to  reft  awhile  5  and  revolve  the  feveral 
gradations,  and  fignal  felicities,  by  which  he 
arrived  to  this  eminence. 

AND  firft,  it  is  remarkable,  that  the  natural 
foundation  of  all  this  grandeur  was  laid  in  the 
very  beginning  of  a  civil  war,  of  five  years.- con 
tinuance  5  which,  in  all  appearance,  was  waftc- 
ful,  and  would  be  ruinous,  both  to  him  and 
his  people.  But  whilft  his  enemies,  for  that 
reafon,  left  him  unmolefted,  he  employ 'd  that 
whole  time,  partly  in  gaining  over  the  tribes  to 
him,  and  partly  in  training  up  all  thofc  who 
fided  with  him,  to  arms;  his  own  tribe  firft, 
and  all  the  reft  gradually  as  they  joined  him: 
and  all  this,  under  a  ipecious  and  unfufpeded 
colour  of  keeping  up  a  proper  force  againft  IJh- 
bojheth  his  rival.  And  as  his  army  at  no  time 
exceeded  the  number  of  twenty-four  thoufand 
men,  fo  fmall  a  number  created  no  fufpicion, 
nor  gave  any  jealoufy  to  his  neighbours,  who 
never  reflected,  that  thele  troops  were  changed 
every  month  5  and  an  equal  number  of  new 
men  brought  into  military  difcipline:  or,  if  they 
obicrved,  that  it  was  fo,  after  fome  time,  pof- 

F  4  fibly, 
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fibly,  this  gave  them  ftili  lefs  fufpicion ;  as  ap 
prehending  that  there  was  iefs  to  be  feared  from 
a  body  of  raw,  undifciplined  men ;  little  con* 
fidering,  that  by  this  monthly  and  regular  rota 
tion,  every  man  in  his  dominions  muft  in  a  little 
time  be  trained  up  to  arms,  and,  in  the  courfe 
of  a  few  circulations,  throughly  difciplined  :  as 
in  fad  it  came  to  pafs.  For  we  find  him,  in 
little  more  than  eight  or  nine  years,  able  to 
withftand  the  united  force  of  all  his  neighbour 
nations,  invading  him  at  once  5  which  perhaps 
never  was  the  cafe  of  any  other  prince,  from  the 
foundation  of  the  world. 

IT  is  true,  other  princes,  Alexander  the  Great, 
( for  example )  and  Charles  the  XHth  of  Sweden., 
have  been  combined  againft,  and  invaded  by 
fome  of  their  neighbours,  in  the  beginning, 
and,  as  they  deemed  it,  infancy  of  their  reigns  ; 
but  I  cannot  recoiled,  that  ever  I  heard  or  read 
of  any  general  combination,  unanimoufly  en 
tered  into,  againft  any  prince  of  any  nation, 
and  yet  totally  defeated,  except  David.  For 
what  other  prince,  from  the  foundation  of  the 

world,  could  cry  out  with  him All nat'wm 

compaffed  me  abcu\  but  in  t be  Name  of  the  Lord 
I  have  deflroyed  them  ? 

IT  is  obvious  to  obfervc,  that  the  advantages 
derived  to  David  from  this  combination  thus 
defeated,  were  very  great.  For,  as  all  theie 
princes,  by  thus  manifefting  their  hoftile  inten 
tions  againfl  him,  gave  him,  by  the  law  of  na 
ture,  an  unlimited  right  of  excrcifmg  hoftilities 
againft  them,  he  faw  himfeif  at  full  liberty  to 
5  invade 
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invade  each  of  them  apart,  as  he  found  it  moft 
convenient :  and  accordingly  did  fo  j  till  he  gra 
dually  added  all  their  dominions  to  his  own  5 
and  ftretched  his  kingdom  to  the  bounds  origin 
ally  aflign'd  to  it  by  Almighty  GOD  :  and  in  fo 
doing,  iignally,  and  beyond  all  poffibility  of 
evafion,  fulfilled  the  moft  remarkable  prophe 
cies,  that  ever  were  delivered  from  the  founda 
tion  of  the  world. 

AND  as  thefe  wars  were  often  interrupted,  it 
is  remarkable,  that  David  filled  all  his  intervals 
of  peace  with  the  beft  arts  of  peace,  and  with 
the  noblcft  offices  and  purpofcs  of  religion  and 
virtue  5  eftablifhing  true  piety,  diftributing  ju- 
ftice,  and  fulfilling  the  facred  engagements  of 
friend  (hip.  He  built  a  magnificent  city  5 
ftrengthened  it  with  walls,  and  with  a  citadel  of 
uncommon  magnificence;  adorned  it  with  pa 
laces,  and  crowned  it  with  the  tabernacle  of 
GOD  :  completed  the  public  worihip  of  GOD,  in 
all  its  parts,  with  a  fpirit  of  piety,  that  never 
was  equalled  5  and  in  an  order,  and  with  an  at 
tendance,  worthy  of  it. 

LET  me  add,  that  when  Dawdkcmcd  weary 
of  war,  and  his  mind  was  wholly  employ 'd  in 
the  nobleft  offices  of  peace,  when  he  would 
giadly  have  flopped  fhort,  and  left  much  of  the 
work  afllgned  him  by  Almighty  GOD,  undone  ; 

• a  new  war  was  forced  upon  him,  in  confe- 

quence  of  one  of  the  kindeft  and  moft  generous 
ads  of  friendfhip,  which  ended  in  extending  his 
dominions  to  the  utmoft  limits  affigned  to  them 

(on 
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(on  that  fide )  by  the  great  Ruler  and  Arbiter  of 
the  univerfe. 

THIS  period  comprehends  a  fpace  of  about 
twenty  years :  during  which  time,  David  waged 
eight  *  feveral  wars  5  and  finished  feven  of 
them:  all  righteoufly  begun,  and  fuccefsfully 
ended.  And,  which  is  more  extraordinary,  he 
fought  no  battle,  during  that  whole  period, 
which  he  did  not  win;  and  aflaulted  no  city, 
which  he  did  not  take. 

IN  a  civil  war,  of  five  years  continuance,  he 
never  once  lifted  up  his  fword  againft  a  fubjed; 
and  at  the  end  of  it,  he  punifhed  no  rebel,  he 
remembered  no  offence,  he  revenged  no  injury, 
but  the  murder  of  his  rival. 

WHEN  he  had  fubdued  his  enemies,  and 
eftablifhed  his  throne,  he  remembered  his  friend- 
fhip  to  Jonathan ;  reftored  Mephibofoeth  to  his 
cftate  5  took  him  to  his  bofom,  and  treated  him 
as  his  own  fon ;  and  did  every  thing  in  his 
power,  to  perpetuate  to  his  pofterity,  the  friend- 
fhip  he  owed  his  father. 

To  crown  all with  all  thefe  rare  and  true 

felicities,  their  only  fure  fource  and  (ecurity, 
his  religion  and  his  innocence  ftill  remained 
with  him :  and,  had  his  innocence  ftill  remained, 
his  felicities  had  ftill  continued. 

*  Firft,  The  civil  war  with  IJhloJhetb.  Secondly,  The  Jebujite 
war.  Thirdly,  The  confederate  Pbilifllm  war.  Fourthly,  the 
Separate  Pbiliftine  war.  Fifthly,  The  war  with  Moab.  Sixthly, 
The  firft  war  with  Hadadcxer.  Seventhly,  Th-  war  with  Edom. 
Eighuy,  The  confederate  war  with  Amman  and  the  Syrians. 

AND 
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AND  here  I  end  this  book  5  not  glad,  nor  ftu- 
dious  to  begin  another  5  which  muft  open  a  new 
fcene,  very  different  from  all  the  paft  5  and  fuch 
as,  I  own,  I  cannot  think  of,  without  united 
horror  and  affliction. 
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King  DAVID. 

BOOK     IV. 

iu^|C   HAP.    I. 

DAVID,  beholding  Bathftieba  batheing 
herfelf)  falls  under  the  Temptation ; 
and  hath  criminal  Commerce  with  her: 
Uriah  V  Death  the  inevitable  Confe- 
quence  of  this  Commerce. 

IN  the  ciofe  of  the  laft  book,  we  left  David 
in  the    height  of  honour    and  happinefs, 
his  country  fiouiifhing,  his  armies  fuccefs- 
ful,  and    his    enemies    at    his  feet.      But  the 
heights  of  fortune  and  felicity  are  not  here  the 
fecureft  and  the  fteadieft  ftations :  tempefts  and 
temptations  encompafs  them  j  which  fuffer  no 
thing 
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thing  ferene  and  permanent,  in  this  frail,  un- 
ftable  (late. 

THE  feafon  of  warfare  returned  5  the  Ammo 
nites  were  the  enemies,  and  indignities,  per- 
fonal  to  David,  were  to  be  vindicated  >  decency 
and  dignity  more  naturally  referred  them  to  the 
chaftifement  of  others.  Jcab  therefore,  and  all 
Ifracl  with  him,  were  fent  into  the  field,  and 
David  continued  at  home. 

JOAB,  aitho'  he  came  off  victorious  in  the  laft 
expedition,  had  however  been  reduced  to  great 
(freights  5  feemingly  from  fome  defied  in  his 
own  condud.  And  therefore  David  feems  to 
have  been  now  more  than  ordinarily  careful, 
to  fend  him  out  well  attended  :  inafmuch  as 
he  fent  out  not  only  all  the  flower  of  the  Ifraelite 
forces,  but  likewife  his  own  life-guard  (his 
worthies,  as  I  apprehend,  included )  along  with 
him*.  And  the  cffefts  were  anfwerable:  for 
the  text  tells  us,  that  they  deftroyed  the  children 
of  Ammon,  and  befieged  Rabbahy  ( their  capital ) 
but  David  tarried  flill  at  Jcrufalem. 

AND  it  came  to  pafs,  that  whilft  he  was  there, 
rifing  one  evening  from  his  afternoon's  reft,  and 
walking  upon  the  roof  of  his  houfe,  to  enjoy 
the  refrcfhment  of  the  evening  air,  the  ufual 
relief  of  warmer  climates  5  he  happened  un 
fortunately  to  caft  his  eye  upon  a  moft  beautiful 
woman,  who  was  batheing  herfelf  for  health 
and  refrefhment,  in  that  cool  and  feafonable 

*  So  I  think  we  are  well  warranted  to  uruLrftand  thofe  words, 
2  Sam.  xi.  I.  David  fent  Joabt  and  bis  fir<uantf  with  him,  and 
nil  IfratL 

hourj 
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hour;  but  whether  in  her  garden,  or  court 
yard,  overlooked  by  the  palace,  or  in  forne 
apartment  of  her  houfe,  whofe  windows  opened 
that  way,  is  not  certain.  Tradition  points  out 
the  place  of  a  fountain,  ftill  called  after  her 
name :  which  fhould  make  it  probable,  that  fhe 
bathed  in  a  garden,  did  not  Jofephus  exprefly 
declare,  that  it  was  in  her  own  houfe.  And 
indeed  the  natural  modefty  and  decency  of  the 
fex,  and  circumftance  of  the  time,  ( the  evening) 
make  his  account  much  more  credible.  And  it 
is  certain,  that  the  declining  rays  of  the  fun, 
fhooting  into  the  inmoft  receffcs  of  her  chamber, 
at  that  time  of  the  day,  and  throwing  a  great 
luftre  around  her,  might  difcover  her  very 
clearly,  to  very  diftant  eyes,  without  the  leaft 
fufpicion  on  her  part,  of  any  poffibility  of  her 
being  feen  5  and,  of  confequence,  confidently 
with  all  the  referve  of  modefty.  However,  this 
only  is  undoubted;  that  David,  ftruck  with  her 
pcrfon  and  beauty,  which,  fuppofing  it  under 
the  condud  of  the  moft  guarded  modefty,  might 
yet,  in  the  aftion  of  batheing,  be,  to  him,  a 
fight  new,  extraordinary,  and  furprifing,  (and 
fuch  perhaps,  as  few  modeft  men  have  ever 
beheld  but  by  accident)  fuffered  himfeif  to  be 
too  much  tranfported  with  it,  and  fell  at  once 
under  the  temptation.  For,  inquiring  in  the 
inftant,  and  learning  who  fhe  was,  he  fent, 
and  had  her  brought  into  his  apartment :  where 
he  had  criminal  commerce  with  her ;  and  foon 

after  fuffered  her  to  return  to  her  houfe. 

« 

ALL 
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ALL  this  was  a  fudden,  and,  as  it  fhould 
feem  from  Nathan's  parable,  a  fecret  tranf- 
aftion. 

I  SHALL  not  take  lapon  me  to  account  for 
this  quick  impetuous  paffion  (the  {tarts  of 
paffion  are  perhaps  the  ft  ranged  phenomena 
in  our  frame)  5  and  much  lefs  will  I  prefume 
either  to  excufe,  or  infult  it :  one  thing  only 
we  know,  that  whatever  in  any  degree  impairs 
the  power  of  reafon,  adds  fo  much  to  the  power 
of  paffion ;  and  poilibly  that  numbnefs  of  rea- 
fon,  that  ftupidity  which  never  fails  to  attend 
an  afternoon's  fleep,  upon  a  full  meal,  might 
have  been  one  ingredient,  or  fome  way  or  other 
an  addition  to  the  extravagance  of  this  5  at  leaft, 
the  humane  reader  will  pardon  me  the  weaknefs 
of  wifhing  to  alleviate  it. 

THE  woman  was  Bathjbeba,  the  wife  of 
Uriah,  one  of  the  king's  worthies,  and  then 
with  Joab  in  the  field.  And  it  was  eafy  for 
the  king  to  fend  for  her,  under  the  pretext  of 
conveying  fome  dilpatches  to  her  husband,  thro' 
her  hands. 

WHAT  the  ftate  of  David's  mind  was,  when 
the  tumult  of  paffion  was  laid,  Bathjheba  de 
parted,  and  reafon  returned,  I  (hall  not  take 
upon  me  to  paint.  The  calm  reflections  of  a 
fpirit  truly  religious  will  bed  imagine  the  hor 
rors  of  fo  complicated  a  guilt,  upon  the  recoil 
of  confcience  5  when  all  thofe  paffions,  whofe 
blandifhments,  but  a  few  moments  before,  de 
luded,  fcduccd,  and  overfct  his  reafon,  now 

refumed 
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relumed  their  full  deformity,  or  rufhed  into 
their  contrary  extremes  5  defire,  into  diftradiori ; 
the  fweets  of  pleafure,  into  bitternefs  of  foul  5 
love>  into  felf-deteftation;  and  hope,  almoft 
into  the  horrors  of  defpair !  The  wife  of  one  of 
his  own  worthies,  apparently  an  innocent  and  a 
valuable  woman,  abufed,  and  tainted,  and 
brought  to  the  very  brink  of  ruin  and  infamy  ! 
A  brave  man  bafely  difhonourcd!  and  a  faith 
ful  fubjed  irreparably  injured !  The  laws  of  GOD 

trampled  under  foot of  that  GOD,  who  had 

fo  eminently  diftinguifhed,  exalted,  and  ho-, 
noured  him!  Well  might  he  cry  out  in  the 
anguifh  of  this  diftraded  condition  3  Fearfulnefi 
and  trembling  are  come  upon  me,  and  horror  hath 
overwhelmed  me.  In  one  word,  his  condition 
was  now  fo  dreadful,  that  it  was  not  eafy  for 
him  to  bring  himfelf  to  the  prefumption  of 
even  petitioning  for  mercy !  And  this  I  take 
to  be  the  true  reafon,  why  we  find  no  Pfalm 
of  David's  penned  upon  this  occafion.  Not 
that  he  continued  any  time,  and  much  lefs  a 
longtime,  (as  fome  have  weakly  imagined)  in 
a  ftate  of  impenitence :  that  is  the  ftupidity,  not 
of  an  initiating  finner,  but  a  feared  confcience. 

BESIDES,  had  that  been  his  cafe,  the  in- 
tercourfe  had  been  continued,  and  the  guilt 
repeated  5  which  there  is  not  the  leaft  colour 
of  reafon  to  believe,  or  even  fufped.  Quite 
the  contrary :  I  am  fatisfied,  nothing  fucceeded 
this  firft  ad  of  guilt,  but  fmcere  repentance,  the 
rack  of  confcience,  and  a  religious  habit  ofabfti- 

nence 
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nence  from  the  repetition  of  it.  The  indul 
gence  in  guilt  was  an  impetuous,  unruly  ad  of 
paflion :  the  abftinence  from  repeating  it,  a  calm 
continued  habit  of  religion. 

HOLY  and  blefied  abftinence !  fure  teft  of  vir 
tue,  and  proof  of  penitence !  Could  any  merit 
in  mortals  atone  for  guilt,  in  the  fight  of  GOD, 
I  own,  I  fhould  feek  no  other  fatisfadion  fot 
this,  than  the  facrifice  of  fuch  an  abftinence. 
But,  alas!  mortal  guilt  is  not  fo  expiated,  nor 
its  dreadful  confequences  to  be  evaded,  or 
efcaped ! 

BATHSHEBA  was  with  child  ;  the  proof  of  her 
adultery  inconteftable ;  and  the  punifhment  due 
to  it,  inevitable,  otherwife  than  from  the  cover 
of  a  fubfequent  commerce  with  her  husband. 
Accordingly  Uriah  is  fent  for,  and  Joah  fecretly 
direded  to  difpatch  him  to  the  king,  as  from 
himfelf  5  probably,  as  a  fit  perfon  to  inform  his 
majefty  of  the  condition  of  the  army  5  and  to 
receive  his  further  commands  in  relation  to  the 
fiege.  And  it  is  certain,  that  if  Uriah  were 
Joab's  armour-bearer,  as  Jofephus  aflures  us  he 
was,  a  fitter  perfon  could  not  have  been 
chofen. 

WHEN  he  arrived,  the  king  received  him  kind 
ly  5  inquired  how  Joab  and  the  people  with  him 
did>  and  how  the  war  profper'd:  and  when  he 
had  examined  him  as  he  thought  fit,  directed  him 
to  go  home,  and  refrefh  himfelf,  after  the  fa 
tigue  of  his  journey ;  and  when  he  was  departed 
from  the  palace,  ordered  ( as  a  fingular  mark  of 
his  favour )  that  a  mcfs  of  meat  from  the  king's 
.  II.  G  table 
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table  fhould  follow  him  to  his  houfe.  It  follow 
ed  accordingly,  but  found  him  not  there.  For 
the  text  tells  us,  Uriah  Jlept  at  the  door  of  the 
kings  houfe,  with  all  the  Jervants  of  his  lord>  and 
went  not  down  to  his  houfe. 

WHEN  David  heard,  that  Uriah  had  not  gone 
home  to  his  houfe,  but  flayed  all  night  in  the 
palace  with  thofe  of  his  fellow-foldiers,  who 
then  kept  the  ward  of  the  king's  houfe,  he  fent 
for  him  the  next  morning,  and  rebuked  him  in 
a  kind  manner,  for  not  having  taken  proper  care 
of  himfelf  after  the  toil  of  his  journey.  Uriah, 
in  return,  gave  the  king  to  underftand,  that  eafe 
and  indulgence  would  ill  become  him,  in  the 
prefent  fituation  of  his  majefty's  affairs,  and  hard 
fervice  of  his  troops— The  anfwer,  in  the  origi 
nal,  is  truly  heroic :  — -  And  Uriah  faid  unto  Da- 
<vid,  The  ark,  and  Ifrael,  and  Judah,  abide  in 
tents;  and  my  lord  Joab,  and  the  ferv ants  of  my 
lord,  are  encamped  in  the  open  fields.  Shall  I 
then  go  into  mine  houfe,  to  eat  and  to  drink,  and  to 
lie  with  my  wife  ?  As  thou  liveft,  and  as  thy  foul 
liveth,  I  will  not  do  this  thing. 

THE  reader,  I  believe,  can  have  no  doubt,  that 
this  difappointment  threw  the  king  into  great 
perplexity :  he  was  evidently  at  a  lofs  what  to 
do,  or  how  [to  conduft  himfelf:  and  in  that 
doubt,  commanded  Uriah  to  continue  at  Jeru- 
falem  one  day  more  :  Tarry  here,  faid  the  king, 
to-day  alfo9  and  to-morrow  I  will  let  thee  depart. 
Accordingly,  we  learn  from  the  text,  that  he 
abode  there  that  day,  and  the  next  alfo.  David 
was  doubtlefs  ftill  at  a  lofs  what  to  do  >  and  pro 
bably 
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bably  not  without  hopes,  that  Uriah's  being  fa 
long  in  the  fame  city,  with  fo  amiable  a  wo'mau 
as  Bathfoeba,  might  foften  the  fcverity  of  his  re 
folution,  and  induce  him  to  make  her  a  vifit . 

But  in  vain  :  Uriah  was  determined,  and  iiv» 
flexible. 

DAVID  had  but  one  thing  left  to  gain  his 
point :  and  that  was,  to  try  what  effect  wine  and 
good  chear  might  have  upon  the  foldier's  fpirit. 
Men  of  that  profcffion  do  not  think  themfelves 
bound  (out  of  their  feafons  of  difcipline)  to  be 
ftridtly  upon  their  guard,  againft  fuch  occafional 
refrefhments,  and  reliefs  of  toil?  which  fome- 
times  make  the  wifeft  men  forget  their  fevered 
refolutions,  and  might  naturally  be  hoped  to 
have  the  fame  effedupon  Uriahs  efpecially  with 
regard  to  a  refolution  againft  nature,  and  too 
ftridly  fevere. 

DAVID  tried  the  experiment,  but  to  no  pur- 
pofe.  We  are  given  to  underftand  from  the 
text,  that  he  made  Uriah  drink  to  fome  excefs, 
enough  to  difturb  his  reafon,  but  not  to  fhake 
his  refolution:  for  when  he  left  the  palace  in 
the  evening,  he  again  reforted  to  the  king's 
guard,  and  pafled  his  night  with  them:  but 
izent  not  down  to  his  houje. 

WHAT  horrors  feized  the  foul  of  David,  upon 
hearing  this  news,  the  next  morning,  is  much 
eafier  to  be  imagined,  than  exprelfed.  He  had 
injured  a  brave  man:  to  undo,  or  to  repair  the 
evil,  was  impofllble;  all  that  he  could  hope, 
was,  to  hide  the  injury,  and  not  to  aggravate  by 
it,  He  had  done  all  in  his  power,  tq 
G  *  effect 
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effed  that;  but  to  no  purpofe — If  the  infamy 
were  expofed,  it  were  in  all  appearance  impofll- 
ble  to  protect  Bathjleba :  it  is  not  clear,  that  he 
could  protect  himfelf.  An  affair  of  that  confe- 
quence  would  dout>tlefs  be  brought  before  the 
fupreme  council  of  the  Seventy,  eftablilhed  by 
Mojes  *  :  from  its  nature,  the  mod  folemn  and 
powerful  afifembly,  that  ever  fat  in  judgment  in 
any  ftate!  made  up  of  the  princes  and  rulers  of 
every  tribe  5  among  whom,  a  man  of  Uriah's 
alliance  t  and  confequence  muft  have  many 
friends;  altho'  juftice  Ihould  othcrwife  fail  to 
have  its  due  weight. 

THE  Talmudljh  extend  the  jurifdi&ion  of  this 
council,  even  over  kings.  I  know  they  are  ge 
nerally  disbelieved  in  this  point;  but  I  fincercly 
own,  I  know  not  for  what  reafon,  efpecially 

*  Some  people  infer,  from  the  filence  of  the  Scriptures,  that 
the  Sanhedrim  had  ceafed  under  their  kings :  but  they  forget  how 
abfurd  it  is  to  fuppofe,  that  a  council  fo  folemnly  inftituted  by 
GOD,  and  in  the  continuance  of  which  every  tribe  was  fo  nearly 
intereiled,  fhould  ever  ceafe,  tho'  perhaps  its  power  might,  at 
certain  periods,  have  been  confiderably  ieffened,  and  pofiibly  was 
fo  now. 

Befides,  there  is,  I  think,  a  plain  proof  of  its  fubfifting,  dedu- 
cible  from  chap.  viii.  of  Ezekiel,  where  we  find  feventy  antients  of 
the  people  with  Paazaniah  the  fon  of  Sbaphan  ( a  famous  fcribe 
in  the  days  of  Jofiah)  in  the  midft  of  them,  offering  incenfe  to 
idols :  who  could  thefe  feventy  antients  be,  but  the  Sanhedrim  ? 

What  their  power  was  in  the  days  of  David,  we  cannot  fay  ; 
but  what  it  was  after  the  captivity,  will  bed  be  learned  from  Jo- 
fephus^  Antiq.  lib.  xiv.  cap.  17.  where  we  find  them  calling 
Herod  before  them,  for  putting  a  notorious  robber  to  death,  with 
out  their  fentence  ;  when  he  was  tetrarch  of  Galilee,  and  his  father 
procurator  tfjud&a.  And  it  was  as  much  as  king  Hyrcanus  could 
do,  to  fave  his  life. 

f  He  was  married  to  the  daughter  of  Ammitl  the  fon  of  Acbi- 
topbel. 

when 
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when  it  appears  from  chap,  xxxviii.  ver.  5.  of 
Jeremiah,  that  the  princes  had  a  power  which 
the  king  could  not  controul. 

NAY,  altho'  it  fhould  be  imagined,  that  the 
Sanhedrim  did  not  then  fubfift,  I  think  there  is 
fome  reafon  to  believe,  that  the  very  priefthood 
could  bring  both  David  and  Bathfieba  to  public 
juftice  upon  this  occafion.  This  we  know,  that 
they  were  able  to  put  the  law  of  Icprofy  in  exe 
cution  upon  Uzziah,  one  of  the  greateft  princes 
of  his  defcent,  in  the  very  height  and  pride  of 
his  glory  (2  Chron.  xxvi.  20,  21.)  5  for,  altho* 
he  had  then  an  army  of  four  hundred  thoufand 
valiant  men  under  his  command,  they  thruft 
him  out  of  the  temple,  and  (hut  him  up  in  a 
feveral-houfe,  to  the  day  of  his  death. 

THIS  then  I  take  to  be,  beyond  all  doubt,  the 
truth  of  David's  cafe.  He  had  committed  one 
great  crime;  and  he  was  under  a  kind  of  ne- 
ceffity  *  of  protecting  that,  by  committing  a 
greater.  He  could  not  bear  to  fee  the  innocent 
woman  he  had  injured,  brought  to  public  infa 
my  5  and  he  could  not  fcreen  her  from  it,  but 
by  the  death  of  her  innocent  husband.  And 
thus  adultery  begat  murder.  Uriah  was  fent  for 
the  next  morning,  and  charged  with  difpatchcs 
to  the  general,  which  contained  his  own  death- 
warrant  f . 

*  In  the  general  the  rule  of  duty  is  obvious.  A  man  fhould 
die,  rather  than  commit  fin  ;  nor  will  I  prefume  to  fay,  there  is 
any  exception  to  this  rule  :  yet  I  cannot  pronounce  it  impoflible, 
that  one  fin  may  draw  men  into  dilemmas  of  greater. 

•f-  Some  have  imagined,  that  Uriah  forbore  going  to  his  own 
houfe,  from  a  fufpicion  of  the  kind's  commerce  with  his  wife. 
Had  this  been  the  cafe,  he  had  certainly  examined  the  difpatches 
fent  by  him  to  Joab. 

G  3  Ir 
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IT  is  melancholy  to  obferve,  that  whilft  we 
are  toffed  upon  the  waves  of  this  world,  the  boi- 
fterous  waves  of  paffion  and  appetite,  the  very 
beft  men  are  but  too  much  in  the  condition  of 
St.  Peter  in  the  fea$  they  walk  one  ftep  upright, 
and  fink  the  next.  And,  finking  one  ftep,  if  the 
hand  of  mercy  be  not  reached  out  to  refcue  them, 
they  muft  fink  deeper.  David  but  this  moment 
fadly  repented  of  one  great  guilt,  and  is  now 
upon  the  verge  of  perpetrating  a  greater. 

THE  reader  will,  I  believe,  be  better  fatisfied, 
to  take  the  account  of  this  matter  from  the 
facred  hiftorian's  own  words,  ^  Sam.  xi.  14,  if, 
1 6,  and  17  verfes.  I  can  throw  no  light  upon 
the  text  by  varying  them,  and  GOD  forbid  \ 
fhould  with  to  obfcure  it.  He  tells  us,  that  in 
the  morning  it  came  to  pafs,  that  David  wrote  a 
letter  to  Joab,  and  fent  it  by  the  hand  of  Uriah. 
And  be  'wrote  in  the  letter,  faying,  Set  ye  Uriah  in 
the  fore-front  of  the  hottejt  battle,  and  retire  ye 

from  him,  that  he  may  be  J mitt  en,  and  die. 

And  it  came  to  pafs,  'when  Joab  obferved  the  city, 
that  be  afjigned  Uriah  unto  a  place  'where  he  knew 
that  valiant  men  were.  And  the  men  of  the  city 
went  out,  and  fought  with  Joab :  and  there  fell 
fome  of  the  people  of  the  fervants  of  David,  and 
Uriah  the  Hittite  died  alfo. 

URIAH'S  known  bravery  made  it  eafily  appre 
hended,  that  he  would  be  foremoft  in  danger : 
and  of  corifequence,  being  deferred  in  it,  he 
iiauft  die. 

THUS  fell  this  brave  man  5  a  facrifice  to  his 
Own  heroic  virtue,  and  his  prince's  guilt.  He 
but  not  alone  5  fome  of  his  brave  compa 
nion^ 
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nions  in  arms  *  flood  by  him  to  the  laft,  nor  de 
ferred  him  in  death. 

WHEN  this  black  and  horrid  deed  was  perpe 
trated,  a  meflenger  was  immediately  diiparched, 
to  carry  the  news  to  David ;  altho'  under  colour 
of  informing  him  of  the  ftate  of  the  war  in  ge 
neral,  and  the  ill  fuccefs  of  the  lad  attack. — r 
And  the  meflenger  was  particularly  inflru&ed, 
that  if  he  found  the  king's  wrath  rife  to  a  high 
degree,  on  account  of  the  rafhnefs  of  their  at 
tempt,  and  too  near  approach  to  the  city  walls, 
he  fhould  then  add,  that  Uriah  the  Hittite  'was 
dead  a Ifo  f. 

JOAB'S  meflenger  feems  to  have  been  a  man 
of  uncommon  addrefs:  who,  judging  it  more 
advifeable  to  prevent  the  king's  anger,  than  to 
take  upon  him  how  to  appeafe  it,  when  he  had 
given  his  majefty  a  general  account  of  the  army, 
added  a  relation  of  the  late  unlucky  skir,mifh,  in 
the  following  manner  5  That,  as  they  were  car 
rying  on  their  approaches  to  the  city,  the  enemy 
Tallied  upon  them,  and  repulfed  them  to  a  con- 
fiderable  diftance :  but  were  foon  beaten  back, 
and  purfued  to  the  gates  of  the  city :  That  in 
the  ardour  of  the  purfuit,  fome  of  the  IfraeUte 
forces,  approaching  too  near  the  walls,  fuffered 
by  the  {hot  of  thofe  who  defended  them :  That 
fome  of  his  majefty 's  fervants  were  unhappily 

*  And  there  fell  (faith  the  text }  of  tie  people  of  the  fervants  cf 
David:  by  which  I  underiland  fome  of  his  worthies,  the  compa 
nions  of  Uriah. 

f  In  the  text  it  is,  Thy  fervant  Uriah,  &c.  This  expreflion  is, 
I  think,  a  plain  proof,  that  Davids  worthies  were  particularly 
lifting uifhed  by  the  name  of  David's  fervants, 

G  flam 
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(lain  upon  that  occafion,  and  among  the  reft 
Uriah  the  Hittite. 

THE  king,  having  all  he  wanted  in  the  ac- 
Count  of  Uriah's  death,  bore  the  reft  of  his  lofs 
with  fufficient  patience  5  and  directed  the  mef- 
fenger  to  confole  his  general  upon  this  occafion, 
by  letting  him  know,  that  this  misfortune  muft 
be  numbered  ^mong  the  common  accidents  of 
war:  that  the  fword  made  no  diflinftion  be 
tween  the  hero  and  the  coward  5  but  devoured 
all  alike :  that  he  muft  make  his  battle  ftronger ; 
and  perfcvcre  in  afiaulting  the  city,  till  he  took 
it.  And  fo  the  matter  ended. 

WHOEVER  reads  the  account  of  this  affair 
in  the  original  relation,  will  eafily  be  led  to  make 
this  plain  obfervation  upon  it  5  That  Zto;zVwas 
wont  to  conduft  himfelf  in  his  wars,  by  the  ex 
amples  of  the  good  or  ill  fuccefs  of  the  captains 
of  his  own  nation,  (in  former  ages)  according 
to  their  good  or  ill  conduft.  And  therefore  ic 
was,  that  Joab  apprehended,  he  fhould  be  up 
braided  for  fuffering  his  men  to  come  within 
the  reach  of  the  enemies  arrows  from  the  wall, 
with  the  example  of  AbimtkcVs  fate,  who  fell, 
as  Pyrrhus  did,  (and,  what  is  pretty  extraordi 
nary,  in  a  city  of  the  fame  name)  by  a  like  in 
flate  of  rafhnefs 2  Sam.  xi.  19,  20,  2 1.  And 

therefore  Joab  charged  the  meffenger,  faying, 
When  thou  haft  made  an  end  of  telling  the  matters 
<lf  the  war  unto  the  king,  and  if  fo  be  that  the 
kings  wrath  arife,  and  he  fay  unto  thee,  Where 
fore  approached  ye  fo  nigh  unto  the  city,  when  ye 
?  Knew  ye  not,  that  they  would  fooot  from 

the 
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the  wall?  Who  fmote  Ablmelech  the  Jon  of  Jeruh- 
befheth  ?  Did  not  a  woman  call  a  piece  of  a  mil- 
Jlone  upon  him  from  the  wall,  that  he  died  in  The- 
bez  ?  Why  went  ye  nigh  the  wall?  then  fay  thouy 
Thy  fervant  Uriah  the  Hlttlte  is  dead  alfo. 

As  I  have  long  been  of  opinion,  that  the 
Greeks  borrowed  moft,  if  not  all  their  mytho 
logy  from  the  facrcd  hiftory,  the  fcheme  of  this 
work  will,  I  hope,  bear  me  out,  in  adding,  that 
the  fable  of  Bellerophon  is,  I  think,  founded  upon 
the  ftory  of  Uriah. 

BELLEROPHON,  who,  as  fome  fcholiafts  think, 
fhould  be  read  Eoulepheron  (a  counfel-carrier) 
was  a  ftranger  at  the  court  of  Prcetus,  as  Uriah 
(being  an  Hit tit e)  was  at  the  court  of  David.  He 
declined  the  embraces  QtSthenob&a,  as  Uriah  did 
the  bed  of  Bathfoeba ;  and  was  for  that  reafon 
lent  tojobatcsj  general  of  Pratuss  army,  with 
letters,'  which  contained  a  direction  to  put  him 
to  death ;  as  Uriah  was  fcnt  to  Joab,  David's 
general :  and  was  fent  by  Jobates,  with  a  fmall 
guard,  upon  an  attack,  in  which  it  was  intended 
he  fhould  be  (lain  5  as  Uriah  was  by  Joab,  to  that 
in  which  he  fell.  The  main  of  the  hiftory  is  the 
fame  in  both :  and  the  variations  fuch,  as  might 
naturally  be  expected  in  fabulous  imbellifhments. 
Hence  it  is  that  the  mythologift,  not  being  tied 
to  truth,  thought  himfelf  bound,  in  point  of 
poetic  juftice,  to  deliver  the  virtue  of  Bellero 
phon  from  the  evil  intended  him :  and  fo  his 
hiftory  ends  happily  in  this  world 5  as,  I  doubt 
not,  Uriah's  does  in  the  next. 

CHAP. 
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CHAR     II. 

DAVID  takes  Bathfheba  to  his  Houfe^  and 
wakes  her  his  Wife.  GOD  fends  Na 
than  the  Prophet  to  rebuke  him^  and 
denounce  the  divine  Vengeance  upon  his 
Guilt. 

WHEN  Bathjheba  heard,  that  Uriah  her 
husband  was  dead,  (he  mourned  for  him, 
according  to  the  cuftom  of  her  country :  which 
is  generally  fuppofed  to  be,  by  the  keeping  of  a 
faft  for  feven  days  fucceflively;  eating  nothing 
each  day,  till  the  fun  was  fet.  And,  when  her 
mourning  was  over,  David  font  and  took  her  to 
his  houfej  and  flic  became  his  wife,  and  bare 
him  a  fon,  the  iflUe  of  his  criminal  conlmerce 
with  her. 

IT  cannot  be  denied,  that  there  was  a  mani- 
feft  indecency  in  David's  taking  Bathjheba  to  be 
his  wife,  fo  foon  after  her  husband's  death.  And 
ibme  think  her  compliance  a  proof  of  her  indif 
ference  and  difregard  for  her  husband. 

THIS  condud  will,  however,  bear  this  excufe, 
that  they  were  anxious  to  hide  the  infamy  of 
their  commerce  ;*and,  to  effed  that,  no  time  was 
to  be  loft.  If  Batbjheba  mifcarried,  their  guilt 
was  concealed,  at  leaft,  could  not  be  proved. 
And,  if  flic  came  to  her  full  time,  it  was  eafy  to 
pretend  flic  came  before  it  5  at  leaft  fo  far  as  to 
icrccn  her  from  any  criminal  procefs:  which 

could, 
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could  not  be  done,  had  the  marriage  been  de 
layed.  And,  in  this  cafe,  Bathfieba  may  be  par 
doned  the  facrificing  not  only  decency,  but  even 
a  real  efteem  and  affection  for  her  husband,  to 
the  necefTary  care  of  her  own  fame  and  life. 
Preemptions  indeed  lay  againft  them ;  and,  in 
all  appearance,  this  whole  affair  could  now  be 
no  longer  a  real  fecret.  It  patted  through  too 
many  hands  5  and  is  but  too  probable,  that  Da~ 
vid'SyBatbJbebas,  and  j^£'s  mefTengers,  were,  in 
erfeci,  privy  to  it.  And  the  birth  of  a  child  be 
gotten  in  the  time  of  Uriah's  abfence,  the  noto 
riety  of  that  abfence,  and  his  fubfcqucnt  abfti- 
nence  from  Bathfoeba's  bed,  ftrongly  publilhed 
both  the  guilt,  and  the  infamy,  to  the  thinking 
part  of  the  world,  however  it  might  be  difguifed 
to  others.  David  was  too  knowing,  not  to  be 
fufficiently  confcious  of  all  this  5  and  too  honour 
able,  and  too  confcientious,  not  to  feel  the  in 
herent  and  fubfequcnt  ftings  of  guilt,  and  in 
famy,  deep  at  his  heart.  But  what  fhould  he  do  > 
Could  he  publifh  his  own fhame  ?  Could  he  pro 
claim  his  own  infamy  ?  Private  penitence  was  all 
that  was  in  his  power;  and  that  could  make  no 
reparation  for  the  public  fcandal,  which  he  had 
brought  upon  the  religion  and  people  of  GODJ 
which  yet  would  be  more  public,  and  much 
more  notorious,  if  he  himfelf  proclaimed  it :  and> 
after  all,  poffibly  the  fecret  was  yet  but  in  a  few 
hands. 

IN  this  rack  of  confcience,  and  diftradion  of 
diftrefs,  the  Providence  of  G  o  D  feafonably  and 
jnercifully  interpofed :  and  the  LORD  fent  Na 
than 
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than  the  prophet  to  David,  to  admonifh  him  of 
his  guilt,  and  to  bring  him  to  a  public  confeffion 
of  it.     And  indeed  a  fitter  perfon  could  not,  in 
all  human  appearance,  have  been  chofen  for  fuch 
a  commiffion.     He  waited  upon  the  king,  with 
the  air  of  a  complainant,  who  brought  a  cafe  of 
c;reat  commifcration  before   his  majefty,    and 
fubmitted  it  to  his  arbitration.     He  told  him,  in 
the  words  of  the  facrcd  writer,  (for  no  other  can 
do  him  juftice)  Th&'tkfse  'were  two  men  in  one 
city  y  the  one  rich,  and  the  other  poor.     The  rich 
yian  bad  exceeding  many  flocks  and  herds:  but  the 
poor  man  bad  nothing  Jave  one  little  ewe-lamb, 
<whieh  he  had  bought,  and  nonrijhed  up:  and  it 
grew  up  together  with  him,  and  with  his  children -, 
it  did  eat  of  his  own  meat,  and  drank  of  his  own 
cup,  and  lay  in  his  own  bofom,  and  was.  unto  kirn 
as  a  daughter.     And  there  came  a  traveller  unto 
the  rich  man,  and  he  Jpared  to  take  of  his  own 
fleck,  and  of  his  own  herd,  to  drefs  for  the  way 
faring  man,  that  was  come  unto  him ,  but  took  the 
poor  mans  lamb,  and  drejjed  it  for  the  man  that 
was  come  to  him. 

And  David's  anger  was  greatly  kindled  againft 
the  man,  and  he  faid  to  Nathan,  As  the  Lord 
liveth,  the  man  that  hath  done  this  thing,  /hall 
jurely  die.  And  hejhall  reft  ore  the  lamb  fourfold, 
•  because  he  did  ^his-  thing,  and  becaufe  he  had  no 
pity. 

And  Nathan  faid  to  David,    Thou  art  the 
man. 

IT  is  eafy  to  imagine,  how  deep  thefe  words 
of  Nathan^  pronounced  ia  all  the  dignity  an.d 

autho- 
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authority  of  his  charafter,  funk  into  David's 
foul !  efpecially,  when  the  prophet  proceeded  to 
a  farther  explication  of  them,  in  the  following 
manner,  ver.  7.  Thus  faith  the  Lord  God  of  Ifrael 

1  anointed  thee  king  of  Ifrael,  and  adhered 

thee  out  of  the  hand  of  Saul :  and  I  gave  thee  thy 
matter  s  wives  into  thy  bofom,  and  gave  thee  the 
houfe  of  Ifrael,  and  of  Judah  j  and,  if  that  had 
been  too  little ',  /  would  moreover  have  given  unto 
thee  fuch  and  fucb  things,     Wherefore  baft  thou 
dc/pifed  the  commandment  of  the  Lord,  to  do  evil 
in  his  fight  ?  Thou  haft  killed  Uriah  the  Hittite 
with  the  fword,  and  haft  taken  his  wife  to  be  thy 
'wife,  and  haft  fain  him  with  the  fword  of  the 
children  of  Ammon.      Now  therefore   the  fword 
Jhall  never  depart  from  thine  hcuje.     Becauje  thou 
haft  defpifed  me,  and  haft  taken  the  wife  of  Uriah 
to  be  thy  wife,  thus  faith  the  Lord,  Behold,  I  will 
raife  up  evil  againft  thee  out  of  thine  own  houfe y 
and  I  will  take  thy  wives  before  thine  eyes,  and 
give  them  unto  thy  neighbour,  and  hefoall  lie  with 
thy  wives  in  thejight  of  this  fun :  for  thou  didjl  it 
fecretly ;  but  I  will  do  this  thing  before  all  Ifrael \ 
and  before  the  fun  *. 

*  Here  is  a  long  train  of  temporal  calamities  and  chaftifements 
to  be  inflicted  upon  David,  on  the  fcore  of  his  guilt ;  but  the  can 
did  reader  will  pleafe  to  obferve,  that  they  are  all  to  be  inflifted 
upon  him  in  this  world  :  that  there  is  not  the  leaft  hint  of  any  part 
of  his  puniihment's  being  deferred  to  the  next:  even  mortal  g  ilt 
( the  eternal  vengeance  due  to  it  being  remitted )  had  all  its  re 
maining  punifliment  in  this  world  :  and  {hall  what  fome  call  venial 
guilt  be  chaftifed  in  the  next  ?  The  inference  is  obvious :  Nathan 
knew  nothing  of  purgatory  !  or,  if  he  did,  he  flip:  the  faireft  oc- 
cafion  of  revealing  it  10  the  world,  that  ever  offered  itfelf. 

HERB 
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HERE  hepaufed And  David,  overwhelmed 

with  ihame,  ftung  with  remorfe,  and  oppreffed 
with  a  dreadful  fenfe  of  the  divine  vengeance, 
impending,  and  ready  to  fall  down  upon  him- 
felf,  and  his  family,  could  only  give  utterance  to 

this  fhort  fentence I  have  finned  againft  the 

Lord To  which  Nathan  immediately  fubjoin- 

ed The  Lord  alfo  hath  put  away  thy  fin  * $ 

tbou  /half  not  die.  Howbeit,  becaufe  by  this  deed 
thou  haft  given  great  occaflon  to  the  enemies  of  the 
Lord  to  blafpheme,  the  child  alfo  -{-,  that  is  born 
unto  thee,  Jhall  fitrely  die. 

THERE  is  fomething  unfpeakably  gracious  in 
this  fuddcn  fentence  of  pardon  pronounced  by 
the  prophet,  in  the  inftant  of  David's  confeffion 
of  guilt,  and  humiliation  before  GOD.  But  I 
think  we  may  fairly  infer  from  it,  that  this  par 
don  was  not  purchafed  by  that  inftantaneous 
fubmiiTion ;  but  that  in  truth  it  was  now  only 
declared,  but  purchafed  at  the  price  of  a  long 
preceding  penitence.  Nor  is  it  otherwife  to  be 
accounted  for,  confidently  with  GOD'S  innate 
abhorrence  of  guilt,  and  eftabliihed  extraordinary 
methods  of  reconciliation  and  forgivenefs :  which 
they  would  do  well  ferioufly  to  revolve,  who 
imagine  that  David  was  in  a  ftate  of  impeni 
tence,  from  the  day  of  his  firft  commerce  with 
Bathfoeba,  till  this  inftant.  A  fuppofition  ( in 

*  That  is,  the  .mortal  guilt,  and  eternal  punifhment ;  together 
with  i  he  temporal  punifhment  of  death  due  to  that  offence  by  the 
Mofaic  law. 

f  The  chaftifement  of  this  guilt  fhall  be  feen  alfo  in  the  child 
who  was  the  offspring  of  it., 
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my  apprehenfion)  as  injurious  to  David,  as  it  is 
dangerous  to  true  religion. 

THAT  he  had  in  fad  forrowed  for  thefe  fins, 
confefled  to  Almighty  GOD,  and  earneftly  im 
plored  forgivenefs,  before  the  pardon  pronoun 
ced  by  Nathan,  is  to  me  evident  from  Pfalm 
xxxii.  in  which,  now  reinftated  in  the  favour  of 
GOD,  and  happy  beyond  expreffion  upon  that 
account,  he  mod  beautifully  and  feelingly  de- 
fcribes  the  diftreffed  condition  he  was  in,  before 
that  pardon  was  pronounced  5  his  body  diftem- 
pered,  and  wafted  with  grief,  and  his  mind  upon 
the  rack. 

When  I  kept  filence  *,  my  bones  waxed  old,  thro* 
my  roaring,  all  the  day  long.  For  day  and  night 

thy  hand  was  heavy  upon  me 1  acknowledged  my 

Jin  unto  thee ;  and  mine  iniquity  have  I  not  hid: 
Ifaid  I  will  confejs  my  tranjgrejjiom  unto  the  Lord. 
And  thouforgaveft  the  iniquity  of  my  Jin.  Selah — 

And  what  was  the  confequence  ? His  moiflure 

was  turned  into  the  drynefs  f  of  fummer The 

change  was,  as  if  he  had  been  removed  at  once 
from  the  depth  of  winter,  into  midfummcr  $  as 
if  all  the  ftorms,  and  rains,  and  clouds,  of  that 
gloomy  feafon  (the  fined  emblems  of  grief) 
were  changed,  at  once,  into  ferenity  and  fun- 

*  Some  have  inferred  from  thefe  words,  That  David  continued 
fome  time  impenitent  j  but,  for  my  own  part,  I  can  only  infer 
from  them,  that  he  was  for  fome  time  under  fuch  a  fenfe  of  guilt, 
as  would  not  let  him  prefume  to  pray  :  and  fuch  a  filence  is  the  bell 
proof  of  true  compunction  of  confcience.  Had  he  been  long  impe 
nitent,  it  were  impoffible  for  him  to  fay  ;  Mine  iniquity  have  I  not 
kid. 

t  So  the  word  ihould  be  tranflated, 

Jhine : 
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thine  :  all  heaven  clear,  unclouded,  and  fmiling 
upon  him. 

THE  fame  thing  is  alfo  evident,  as  I  appre 
hend,  from  Pfalm  cxxx.  plainly  written  in  the 
fpirit  of  a  penitent,  who  trufted  in  the  infinite 
mercy  of  G  o  D,  and  hoped  for  forgivenefs,  but 
had  not  yet  obtained  it*. 

BUT  to  proceed  --- 

DAVID,  being  now  fully  fatisfied,  that  his 
guilt  was  too  well  known  to  the  world,  and 
that  GOD  would  purfue  it  with  public  vengeance, 
found  it  high  time  to  do  every  thing  that  in  him 
lay,  to  wipe  off  the  reproach  he  had  brought 
upon  his  holy  religion,  and  make  all  poflible 
reparation  for  the  offence  he  had  given  to  GOD 
and  man;  and  (  I  doubt  not)  rejoiced  in  the  oc- 
cafion  of  taking  public  fhame  to  himfelf,  for  fuch 
complicated  and  aggravated  guilt;  and  making 
a  public  confeilion  of  it  before  the  whole  world. 
—  —And,  to  this  purpofc,  he  then  compofed  and 
pubiifhed  the  fifty-firft  Pfalm,  directing  it  To 
the  chief  mufician  ;  and,  without  doubt,  com 
manding  it  to  be  publicly  fung  in  the  tabernacle, 
in  the  prefence  of  all  his  people  5  himfelf  attend 
ing,  and  proftrate  before  the  throne  of  mercy. 


*  3'  V  fb°u>  Lord,    wilt  be  extreme  to  mark  what  is  dene 
amifs  :   O  Lord,  'who  may  abide  it  ? 

4.  For  there  is  mercy  with  thee  :  therefore  Jhalt  thou  be  feared. 

5.  /  look  for  the  Lord  :  my  foul  doth  wait  for  him  :  in  his  word 
is  my  truft. 

6.  My  foul  fleet  b  unto  the  Lord:  before  the  morning-watch,  I 
fay,  before  the  morning-watch. 

7.  O   Ifraeli  tniji  in  the  Lord;  for  with  the  Lord  there  If 
mercy  :  and  with  him  is  plenteous  redemption. 

£«  £ndheJka.H  redeem  lfrAt.1  from  ail  his  Jin:, 

It 
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IT  is  furely  matter  of  uncommon  curiofity  to 
contemplate  upon  David,  in  this  condition. 
Behold  the  greateft  monarch  of  the  earth*  thus 
humbled  for  his  fins  before  GOD  1  confefling  his 
ftiame,  with  contrition,  and  confufion  of  face ! 
calling  out  for  mercy,  and  imploring  pardon* 
in  the  prefence  of  his  meaneft  fubje&s  1  There  is 
fomething  in  fuch  an  image  of  penitence,  more 
fitted  to  ftrike  the  foul  with  a  dread  and  abhor 
rence  of  guilt,  than  it  is  poffible  to  exprefs : 
fomething  more  edifying,  more  adapted  to  the 
human  infirmities,  and  more  powerful  to  reform 
them,  than  the  moft  perfed  example  of  unfin- 
ning  obedience  3  efpecially,  if  the  ^applications 
and  petitions  he  pours  out  to  GOD,  be  throughly 
fuited  to  the  folemnity  of  the  occafioiij  and  con 
dition  of  the  penitent  5  as  they  undoubtedly  are 
in  this  fifty-firft  Pjalm.  Here  the  penitent  hum 
bly  and  earneftly  begs  for  mercy He  acknow 
ledges  his  fin,  and  his  innate  depravity,  the  fource 

of  it He  begs  to  be  renewed  in  the  grace  of 

GOD and  in  that  health  which  the  horror  of 

his  wickednefs  had  impaired Above  all,  he 

earneftly  befeeches  GOD,   not  to  caft  him  off, 

nor  deliver  him  up  to  a  reprobate  fenfe: • 

Caft  me  not  atvay  froth  thy  prefence^  and  take  not 
thy  Holy  Spirit  from  me — *-O  give  me  the  comfort 

of  thy  help  again deliver  me  from  blood-guil- 

tinefst  O  God,  thou  God  of  my  falvation — In 
one  word,  the  foul  of  (hame,  of  forrow,  of 
femorfe,  of  iiricere  repentance,  and  bitter  an- 
guilh  under  the  agonies  of  guilt,  breathes  ftrong 
and  fervent,  through  every  line  of  this  hallowed 

VOL  II,  H  compa- 
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competition.  And  it  is  (I  doubt  not)  David's 
greateft  confolation  at  this  moment,  when  he 
bleffes  GOD  for  the  providential  effeds  of  his 
fall,  that  thofe  crimes,  which  wrought  his 
fhame,  and  forrow,  and  infamy,  have  in  the  hu 
mility,  the  piety,  the  contrition  of  confeffing 
them,  (in  this  and  feveral  other  Pfalms  com- 
pofed  upon  the  fame  occafion)  refcued,  and 
reformed,  millions. 

GIVE  me  leave  to  add,  that  there  were  two 
Circumftances  of  diftrefs,  which  attended  upon 
David's  fall;  and  have  not  (as  I  apprehend) 
been  fufficiently  confidered  by  any  of  the  com 
mentators  :  and  yet,  they  are,  beyond  all  que- 
ftion,  the  greatcft,  and  the  fevereLi,  that  human 
nature  can  fuffer. 

THEfirftis,  The  diftrefs  he  endured,  on  ac 
count  of  the  obloquy  and  reproach  brought 
upon  the  true  religion,  and  the  truly  religious, 
by  his  guilt :  and  the  fecond;  The  reproach, 
and  endlefs  infults,  brought  upon  himfelf,  even 
by  his  repentance,  and  humiliation  before  GOD 
and  the  world. 

BOTH  thefe  are  fully  fet  forth  in.thefixty- 
ninth  Pfalm. 

VER.  3.  lam  weary  of  my  crying,  my  throat 
h  dried:  mine  eyes  fail,  while  I  wait  for  my 
God. 

5.  O  God!  thou  knoweft  my  fooliJJmefs -y  and  my 
f.ns  are  not  hid  from  thee. 

6.  Let  not  them  that  wait  on  thee,  0  Lord  God 
of  ho/Is,  be  ajhamedfor  my  fake  :  let  not  thofe  that 
jeek  thee>  be  confounded  for  my  fake,  O  God  of 

Ijrael!  ui    j.  Be- 
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7.  Eecaufe  for  thy  fake  I  have  borne  reproach  : 
Jhame  hath  covered  my  face. 

8.  /  am  become  a  ftranger  unto  my  brethren, 
and  an  alien  unto  my  mother  s  children. 

9.  For  the  zeal  of  thine  houfe  hath  eaten  me  up; 
and  the  reproaches  of  them  that  reproached  thee  are 
fallen  upon  me. 

10.  When  I  wept,  and  chaflened  my  foul  'with 
fafting,  that  was  turned  to  my  reproach. 

11.  I  made  fack-cloth  alfo  my  garment:  and  I 
became  a  proverb  unto  them. 

12.  They  that  Jit  in  the  gate,  fpeak  againjl  me; 
and  I  was  the  Jong  of  the  drunkards. 

13.  But  as  for  me,  my  prayer  is  unto  thee,  O 
Lord,  in  an  acceptable  time :  O  God,  in  the  mul 
titude  of  thy  mercy  hear  me,  in  the  truth  of  thy 
fahation. 

14.  Deliver  me  out  of  the  mire,  and  let  me  not 
fink :  let  me  be  delivered  from  them  that  hate  me, 
^  and  out  of  the  deep  waters. 

1 5.  Let  not  the  water-food  overflow  me,  neither 
let  the  deep  fw allow  me  up,  and  let  not  the  pit  Jhut 
her  mouth  upon  me. 

1 6.  Hear  me,  O  Lord;  for  thy  loving-kin  dnefs, 
is  good :  turn  unto  me  according  to  the  multitude 
of  thy  tender  mercies. 

17.  And  hide  not  thy  face  from  thy  fervant ; 
for  1  am  in  trouble  :  hear  me  Jpeedily. 

1 8.  Draw  nigh  unto  my  foul,  and  redeem  it: 
deliver  me,  becaufe  of  mine  enemies. 

19.  Thou  haft  known  my  reproach,    and    my 
Jhame,  and  my  dishonour :  mine  adverfaries  are  all 
before  me. 

H  2  20.  Re- 
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20.  Reproach  hath  broken  my  heart,  and  I  am 
full  of  heavinefs.     And  I  looked  for  Jome  to  take 
pity,  but  there  'was  none  \  and  for  comforters^  but 
I  found  none. 

LET  any  ingenuous  man,  who  feels  for  virtue, 
and  is  not  feared  to  fhame,  put  the  queftion  to 
himfelf:  I  appeal  to  his  own  heart,  whether  he 
would  not  infinitely  rather  die,  than  endure 
the  date  now  defcribed  5  in  one  day  forfakcn  by 
his  friends,  fcorned  by  his  enemies,  infulted  by 
his  inferiors,  the  feoff  of  libertines,  and  the 
long  of  fots !  What  then  muft  we  think  of  the 
fortitude  and  magnanimity  of  that  man,  who 
could  endure  all  this,  for  a  feries  of  years  ?  Or 
rather,  how  (hall  we  adore  that  unfailing  mercy, 
and  all-iufficient  goodnefs,  which  could  fupport 
him  thus,  under  the  quickeft  fenfe  of  fhame  and 
infamy,  and  deepcft  compunftions  of  confci- 
cnce;  which  could  enable  him  to  bear  up 
fteadily  againft  guilt,  infamy,  and  the  evil 
world  united  ;  from  a  principle  of  true  religion  ! 
And  in  the  end,  even  rejoice  in  his  fad  eftate^ 
as  he  plainly  perceived,  it  muft  finally  tend  to 
promote  the  true  intereft  of  virtue,  and  glory 
of  GOD;  that  is,  muft  finally  tend  to  promote 
that  intereft,  which  was  the  great  governing 
principle,  and  main  ptirpofe,  of  his  life ! 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.     IV. 

Some,  Account  of  Nathan  the  Prophet. 
The  Child  born  of  Bathflieba  fakens. 
David  Jo/?*,  and  humbles  himfelf  be 
fore  God  in  his  behalf ;  but  to  no  pur- 
pofe.  'The  Child  dies.  David'*  re 
markable  Resignation  to  the  Will  of 
GOD.  Solomon  is  born,  and  bleffed. 

*~\  ^HAT  very  curious  and  exquifae  parable 
of  Nathan's,  recounted  in  the  laft  chapter, 
which  placed  David's  guilt  in  fo  clear  a  light, 
and  at  the  fame  time  fo  hid  it  from  himfelf,  as 
to  extort  his  own  fentence  of  condemnation, 
from  his  own  mouth  ;  at  once  fo  well  con 
cealed  the  criminal,  and  inflamed  the  crime, 
as  to  irritate  the  king's  refentment  beyond  all 
the  bounds  of  juftice*.  The  author  of  fo  ma* 
fterly  a  parable  naturally  awakens  the  reader's 
curiofity,  to  learn  fomething  of  fo  extraordi 
nary  a  per  foil.  But  before  I  proceed  to  that 
head,  it  will  be  proper  to  obfcrve  to  the  reader, 
that  there  is  one  difficulty  in  Nathans  charge 
againft  David,  which  none  of  the  commenta 
tors  have  cleared.  It  is  this  :  It  fcems  to  be 

*  By  the  law  of  Gop,  the  fheep-thkf  fhonld,  at  moil,  bui  re- 
flore  four-fold,  Exod  xxii.  I  If  a  man  Jhall  jleal  an  ox,  or  a, 
(keep,  and  kill  it,  or  fell  it  ;  he  Jhall  xejlwi  jive  oxen  for  an  axt 
g.nd  four  Jheef>  for  ajheep, 

H  3  made 
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made  a  part  of  David's  accufation,  That  he 

married  Bathjheba •  Thou  haft  killed  Uriah  the 

Hittite  with  the  fword,  AND  HAST  TAKEN  HIS 

WIFE    TO    BE    THY    WIFE.       NOW,    I  OWI1,  I  Call 

fee  no  guilt  in  this,  other  than  that  of  multi 
plying  wives,  which  the  kings  of  Jfrael  were 
cxprefly  forbidden  to  do,  Deut.  xvii.  17.  inaf- 
much  as  no  law  of  GOD,  or  nature,  prohibit 
fuch  a  marriage,  any  otherwife  than  as  they 
prohibit  polygamy.  Unlefs  the  prophet  means, 
that  he  murdered  Uriah,  in  order  to  make  Batb- 
fheba  his  wife  5  which  muft  be  owned  to  be  a 
very  crying  guilt. 

THERE  is  therefore,  I  prefume,  no  room  for 
any  other  cenfure  upon  this  part  of  David's 
conduft.  He  had  injured  ( as  I  apprehend )  an 
innocent,  and  a  very  valuable  woman  :  and  the 
only  reparation  in  his  power,  and  proof  of  his 
efteem,  was,  to  make  her  his  wife.  But,  alas ! 
this  reparation  to  her,  was  none,  either  to  Uriah 
or  his  family,  or  the  righteous  Arbiter  of  the 
earth  5  or  the  reproach  brought  upon  the  true 
religion,  by  this  infamous  behaviour,  in  a 
prince  who  was  the  great  example,  teacher,  and 
guardian  of  it. 

BUT  to  return  to  Nathan  : 

WE  learn  little  more  of  this  great  man,  in 
the  facred  writings,  than  that  he  was  David's 
prophet,  intimate  counfellor,  and  hiftoriogra- 
pher :  and  the  knowledge  of  him  in  this  laft  cha- 
rafter,  muft  raife  the  reader's  efteem  of  his  mo- 
defty  to  the  higheft  degree  :  inafmuch  as  he 
hath  been  very  careful  not  to  make  himfclf  his 

theme  > 
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theme ;  nor  fo  much  as  to  mention  his  own 
name,  where  it  could  be  avoided  with  juftice  to 
his  hiftory.  Jofephus  fays  of  him,  that  he  was 
a  polite  and  prudent  man:  one  who  knew  how 
to  temper  the  feverity  of  wifdora  with  fweet- 
nefs  of  manners.  And  Grotius  compares  him 
to  Manius  Lepidus :  of  whom  fofrttu  fays,  That 
he  found  him  to  be  a  grave  and  wife  man,  in 
thofe  times;  who  had  a  talent  of  turning  away 
the  emperor's  mind  from  thofe  cruel  purpofes, 
to  which  the  vile  flattery  of  others  inclined  him; 
and  was,  at  the  fame  time,  in  equal  favour  and 
authority  with  Tiberius. 

HE  next  finds  fome  refemblance  in  him,  to 
Pifo,  the  Roman  high-prieft  under  Tiberius;  of 
whom  the  fame  Tacitus  fays,  That  he  was  not 
author  of  any  fervile  fentence,  and  could  upon 
occafion  moderate  with  wifdom.  But  it  muft 
be  owned,  that  the  negative  part  of  this  laft 
character  is  very  far  from  doing  juftice  to  the 
genius  of  Nathan -y  who  fufficiently  appears,  in 
the  facred  writings,  to  be  rather  an  infpirer  of 
noble  purpofes,  than  a  mere  non-ad vifcr  of 

fuch  as  were  bafe  and  fervile Witnefs  his 

ftrong  encouragement  to  David ,  to  put  his  noble 
defign  of  building  the  temple  of  GOD,  into  im 
mediate  execution.  And  it  were  but  juftice  to 
add,  That  he  could  do  more,  than  moderate 
wifely  5  for  it  is  evident,  that  he  knew  alfo  how 
to  reprove  princes  with  authority,  and  yet  withr 
out  offence  5  which  muft  be  allowed  to  require 
very  uncommon  talents,  with  a  dexterity  of 
perhaps  yet  rarer.  And  this  Nathan 
H4  did, 
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did,  without  being  impaired  in  any  degree, 
cither  of  favour  or  affedion,  with  David:  quite 
otherwife  5  he  feems  to  have  increafed  in  both, 
his  whole  life  long.  But  it  muft  be  owned, 
that  his  known  chara&er  of  being  infpired  by 
GOD,  bore  him  out  in  this  conduct  beyond  the 
lot  of  other  mortals,  and  fo  juftly  endeared  him 
to  David,  that  tradition  tells  us,  he  named  one 
Ion  after  him,  and  committed  another  to  his 
tuition.  And  it  muft  be  owned,  that  Solomon, 
in  all  probability,  could  not  have  been  placed 
under  a  better  preceptor,  nor  one  whofe  in- 
ftruftions  would  better  intitle  him  to  that  blefled 
appellation  oiyedidjab,  or  the  beloved  of  GOD. 

WHOEVER  confiders  the  predictions  of  divine 
vengeance  now  denounced  againft  David,  on 
the  fcore  of  his  guilt,  in  the  matter  of  Uriah% 
muft  furely  find  them  to  be  in  their  nature  very 

extraordinary His  family  to  continue  beyond 

any  other  regal  race  in  the  known  world  5  and 
yet  the  fword  to  continue  a  long  — -  never  to. 
depart  from  it ! 

A  KING the  greateft  of  his  time!  his  do 
minion  throughly  eftablilhed,  and  his  enemies 
under  his  feet  5  highly  honoured  and  beloved  at 
home,  and  as  highly  awful  to  all  the  neigh 
bouring  nations! Such  a  king  threatened  to 

have  his  wives  publicly  proftituted  before  the 
face  of  all  his  people !  And,  what  is  yet  much 
ftranger,  more  {hocking,  and  more  incredible, 
by  one  of  his  own  race  !  and,  as  a  fare  proof  of 
this,  the  darling  offspring  of  his  guilt  to  perifh 
quickly,  before  his  eyes !  He  alone,  who  fills 

futu* 
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futurity,  could  forefee  this  $  he  only,  who  fways 
the  world,  and  knows  what  evil  appetites  and 
difpoiltions,  unreikained,  will  attempt  and  per 
petrate,  could  pronounce  it :  and  to  put  it 
beyond  all  doubt,  that  he  did  forefee  it,  he  im 
mediately  fmote  the  child  which  Bathfoeba  bare 
to  David,  with  a  mortal  difeafe. 

DAVID  had,  upon  his  humiliation  and  repen 
tance,  juft  experienced  one  fignal  mercy  from 
GOD  :  he  could  not  tell  how  far  the  continuance 
of  thofe  holy  offices  might  prevail  yet  further, 
upon  a  Being  of  infinite  benignity.  It  is  true, 
the  denunciation  of  vengeance  was  pofitive,  but 
many  fuch  denunciations  in  fcripture,  feemingly 
pofitive,  are  yet  really  conditional.  Or,  fuppo- 
fing  it  pofitive,  like  the  fentence  of  death  upon 
Adam,  yet  might  it  not  be  immediate ;  but  re- 
fpited,  as  his  was.  At  word,  he  could  neither 
err,  nor  offend,  in  that  extreme.  And  for  thefe 
reafons  it  was,  as  he  himfelf  gives  us  to  under- 
ftand,  that  David  (as  the  text  tells  us)  bej ought 
God  for  the  child;  and  David  fafted,  and  went 
in,  and  lay  all  night  upon  the  earth. 

And  the  elders  of  his  houfe  arofe,  and  went  to 
him,  to  ratfe  him  up  from  the  earth:  but  he  would 
not,  neither  did  he  eat  bread  with  them. 

THUS  he  continued  fading,  mourning,  and 
imploring  GOD,  for  fcven  days  fucceflively. 
And  it  came  to  pafs  (  fays  the  facred  hiftorian, 
2  Sam.  xii.  18.)  on  the  feventh  day,  that  the  child 
died :  and  the  fervants  of  David  feared  to  tell 
him,  that  the  child  was  dead :  pr  they  J 'aid \  Be- 

hold) 
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laid,  while  the  child  'was  yet  alive,  wefpake  unto 
ii.my  and  he  'would  not  hearken  unto  our  'voice : 
How  will  he  then  vex  himfelf,  if  we  tell  him,  that 
the  child  is  dead!  But  'when  David  Jaw,  that 
his  Jem  ant  whifpered,  David  perceived,  that  the 
child  was  dead:  therefore  David  faid  unto  his 
fervants,  Is  the  child  dead?  And  they  faid,  He 
is  dead.  Then  David  ( with  a  resignation,  and 
a  refolution,  never  to  be  enough  admired  and 
imitated )  arofe  from  the  earth,  and  wafted  and 
anointed  himfelf,  and  changed  his  apparel,  and 
tame  into  the  houfe  of  the  Lord,  and  worfliipped  : 
then  he  came  unto  his  own  houje  -,  and  when  he  re 
quired,  they  fet  bread  before  him,  and  he  did  eat. 

Then  j aid  his  ferv ants  unto  him,  What  thing  is 
this  that  thou  haft  done?  Thou  did/t  faft  and  weep 
Jor  the  child,  while  it  was  alive ;  but  when  the 
child  was  dead,  thou  didft  rife,  and  eat  bread. 

T  o  this  queftion  David  made  the  mod  truly 
heroic,  philofophic,  and  religious  anfwer,  re 
corded  in  hiftory :  And  he  faid,  While  the  child 
was  yet  alive,  I  fafted,  and  wept :  for  I  faid, 
Who  can  tell,  whether  God  will  be  gracious  to 
me,  that  the  child  may  live  ?  But  now  he  is  dead, 
wherefore  Jhould  I  faft  ?  Can  I  bring  him  back 
again?  I  Jhall  go  to  him,  but  hejhall  not  return 
to  me.  This,  I  will  venture  to  fay,  is  the  nobleft 
leflbn  upon  all  that  is  reafonable  and  religious 
in  grief,  that  ever  was  penned. 

I  CANNOT  but  obferve  upon  this  occafion, 
that  the  thinking  reader  muft  find  it  very  fur- 
prifing,  to  fee  fo  wife  a  man  as  David,  fading 

and 
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and  mourning  in  fo  extraordinary  a  manner,  for- 
a  child,  who,  being  yet  an  infant,  could  not 
poflibly  have  been  endeared  to  him  by  any  of 
thofe  blandishments,  which  fo  ftrongly  engage 
the  parental  affections  to  their  offspring;  and 
who,  as  he  was  a  dreadful  monument  of  guilt, 
one  would  imagine,  fhould  be,  to  fo  good  a 
man,  more  an  objecl:  of  deteftation  than  defire, 
and  muft  moreover,  if  he  lived,  be  a  perpetual 
brand  of  infamy  upon  his  parents. 

THE  true  way  of  accounting  for  it  is,  by 
afcribing  it,  as  Le  Clerc  does,  to  David's  excels 
of  paffion  for  Bathflieba;  which  fo  ftrongly  at 
tached  him  to  every  offspring  of  hers,  and  made 
him  forget  every  thing  in  this  child,  but  that 
motive  of  indearment.  Befides  this,  there  is 
fomething  in  human  nature,  which  prompts  us 
to  rate  things  after  a  manner  feemingly  unac 
countable?  and  to  eftimate  them,  not  accord 
ing  to  their  real  worth,  but  according  to  the 
expencc,  or  trouble,  or  even  the  diftrefs  they 
have  coft  us.  However,  all  this  availed  nothing 
at  prefent :  dear  as  this  child  had  coft  David, 
he  now  was  deprived  of  him. 

THUS  was  the  firft  inftance  of  the  divine  ven 
geance  upon  David's  guilt,  fpecdily  and  rigidly 
executed :  other  inftanccs  of  it  were  fulfilled  in 
their  order,  before  his  own  eyes,  as  will  abun 
dantly  appear  in  the  fequel  of  this  hiftory ;  and 
the  dreadful  left  of  ail  the  reft,  The  /word  flail 
never  depart  from  thine  houfe,  fadly  and  fuccef- 
iively  fulfilled  in  his  pofterity  5  from  the  death 

of 
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of  Ammon>  by  the  order  of  his  own  brother,  to 
the  {laughter  of  the  fons  of  Zedekiah,  before  his 
own  eyes,  by  the  king  of  Babylon. 

GIVE  me  leave  to  add,  ( and  let  the  reader 
make  his  own  inferences)  that  David's  guilt 
was  more  fignally  and  dreadfully  punifhed  in 
his  own  perfon,  and  in  his  pofterity,  than  any 
guilt  I  ever  heard,  or  read  of,  in  any  other 
perfon,  fince  Adam* 

THE  Jews  are  of  opinion,  that  his  own  de 
cree,  of  repaying  the  robbery  fourfold,  was 
ftriftly  executed  upon  him.  And  as  he  was 
profeffedly  punilhed  by  the  death  of  one  of  his 
fons  for  the  murder  of  Uriah,  they  imagine, 
that  the  other  three  alfo,  who  died  violent 
deaths,  fell  fo  many  facrificcs  to  the  divine  ju- 
fticc,  upon  the  fame  account. 

WHEN  David  had  fufficicntly  humbled  him- 
felf,  under  this  firft  chaftifement  of  GOD  upon 
him  for  his  fins  5  and  fupportcd  himfclf  under 
the  lofs  of  his  child,  by  the  profped  of  finding 
him  one  day  again  in  a  better  world  5  his  next 
care  was,  to  comfort  Bathfljeba  the  bcft  lie  could, 
under  their  common  calamity :  and  as  (he  ap 
pears  to  have  been  a  meek  and  reafonable  woman, 

*  The  deflowering  of  Tamar  by  her  own  brother  ;  the  death  of 
four  fons,  three  of  them  before  his  own  eyes,  and  one  by  the  hand 
of  his  own  brother ;  the  unnatural  rebellion  of  one  fon,  which 
brought  him  almoft  to  the  brink  of  ruin  ;  theproftitution  of  ten 
wives  in  the  fight  of  all  his  fubjedls ;  and  the  fucceflive  and  fignal 
maflacre  of  his  pofterity  j  befides  the  diftrefs  of  his  own  public 
fhame  and  infamy,  added  to,  at  leaft,  one  cruel  difeafe, 

his 


B,  4.    the  Life  of  King  DAVID.        109 

his  task  ( we  may  well  prefume )  was  fo  much 
the  eafier.  She  alfo,  without  doubt,  refigned 
and  fubmitted,  and  her  refignation  was  rewarded 
accordingly;  for  fhe  foon  after  conceived  by 
Davidy  and  bare  him  a  fon  5  and  David,  as  he 
was  now  in  peace  with  GOD,  and  forefaw  in  the 
fpirit  of  prophecy,  that  this  fon  would  be  a 
pacific  prince,  he  called  his  name  Solomon^  or 
Peaceable. 

AND  as  this  fon  was  conceived  in  innocence, 
in  the  happy  feafon  of  GOD'S  reconcilement  to 
his  parents,  and  their  eftablifhment  in  true  reli 
gion,  by  fincere  repentance  and  humiliation 
before  him  ;  it  pleafed  GOD  to  accept  him,  in  a 
fingular  manner :  which  is  fignified  to  us  in  the 
text,  by  that  remarkable  expreflion,  And  the 
Lord  loved  him.  And  to  manifeft  his  favour 
to  him,  for  the  confolation  of  David^  he  con 
veyed  his  benediction  to  the  fon,  by  the  fame 
hand  which  had  before  conveyed  his  chaftife- 
ments  to  the  father :  he  fent  Nathan  to  David 
to  beftow  upon  his  fon,  in  his  name,  the*  moft 
blefled  of  all  earthly,  the  moft  blefied,  but  one, 
of  all  heavenly  appellations,  Jedidjah,  or,  tfhe 
beloved  of  God. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.    IV. 

'The  Foolijknefs  of  wicked  Policy.  David, 
upon  Joab'j  Exhortation,  goes  to  the 
Siege  of  Rabbah,  and  takes  it.  De- 
fofes  Hanun  :  and  puts  the  remaining 
Ammonites  to  Death.  His  Conduct 
in  this  Point  juftifed. 

WHILST  things  flood  thus  with  David  at 
Jeritfakmy  the  fiege  otRabhah  ftill  con 
tinued,   being  now  far  lengthened  out  into  a 
fecond  year.     David  had  hitherto  gone  on  with 
uninterrupted  fuccefs,   till  his  fins  arrefted  his 
profperity,  and  ftopp'd  him  fhort.     The  truth  is, 
all  wickednefs,  befides  thofe  curfes  and  judg 
ments  it  draws  down  from  heaven,  hath  a  natu 
ral  tendency  to  defeat  the  wifeft  fchemes,  and 
check  the  progrcfs  of  the  beft  purpofes;  as  in  the 
cafe  before  us :   the  Ifraelites  were  to  make  an 
attack,   to  fly,   and  to  be  defeated,  that  Uriah 
might  fall  :    Could  any  thing  more  naturally 
raife  the  courage  of  j4mmon,  or  deprefs  that  of 
Ifraely  than  fuch  a  project?  Doubtlefs,  there  were 
many  men  in  the  army,  accuftomed  to  be  led  out 
to  battle  by  Uriah>  and  thofe  brave  companions 
of  his  who  fell  with  him ;  and  brought  back 
with  victory,  and  glory :  Would  thefc  men  be 
eafily  brought  to  follow  other,  inferior,  or  un 
tried  leaders,    with  equal  ardour?    Or    would 
thofe  Ammonites  have  any  terror  upon  them,  to 
meet  thefe  leaders,  who  had  defeated  and  cut 
i  off 
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off  Uriah,  and  his  brave  companions?  And  did 
not  all  this  naturally  tend  to  dejed  Ijrael^  and 
infpirit  their  enemies  ?  Such  is  the  accurfed  po 
licy  of  guilt:  felfifh,and  fhort- figured !  And  iuch. 
the  truth  and  wifdom  of  that  noble  maxim  in  the 
fchools,  That  evil  is  not  ordmable  to  good. 

THE  dejected  fpirit  of  the  I/raelite  army  natu 
rally  tended  to  make  their  meafures  (lower,  and 
more  cautious  5  and  of  confequence,  to  draw  the 
liege  into  greater  length.  However,  the  lower 
city,  othcrwife  called  the  Royal  City,  or  the  City 
of  Waters,  was  at  length  taken  :  and  the  upper 
city,  altho'  in  all  probability  much  ftronger, 
from  the  advantage  of  its  iituation,  on  the  rop 
of  an  hill,  could  not  hold  out  long,  whenHts  fup- 
ply  of  water  was  wholly  cut  off.  Of  this,  Joab^ 
in  ail  the  generofity  of  a  brave  foldier,  and  all 
the  affection  of  a  faithful  fubjed,  immediately 
informed  his  king  5  exhorting  him,  That  he 
would  come  in  perfon,  and  put  the  finifhing 
hand  to  the  fiege :  Left  I  take  the  city,  faith  he, 
and  it  be  called  after  my  name. 

THERE  is  a  gallantry,  and  a  magnificence  in 
this  propofal,  capable  of  creating  admiration  in 
the  meaneft  minds.  The  man  that  could  transfer 
the  glory  of  his  own  conquefts  upon  his  prince, 
needs  no  higher  an  elogy.  And  it  is  but  juftice 
to  the  character  of  Joab,  to  declare,  that  he  is, 
as  far  as  I  am  informed,  fupreme,  if  not  unri 
valed  *,  in  this  fingular  inftance  of  heroifm. 

DAVID 

*  It  is  true,  Curtius  mentions  a  like  conduft  in  Craftrus,  in 
relation  to  the  fiege  of  Artacana  ( lib.  vi.  cap.  6. } ;  but  this  conduct 

of 
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DAVID  readily  complied  with  his  general's 
monition  ;  and,  immediately  aflcmbling  his  peo 
ple,  probably  thofe  troops  of  his  militia,  then  on 
the  duty  of  their  monthly  courfe,  he  marched 
them  to  Rabbah. 

AND  here  I  beg  leave  to  obferve,  that  David 
had,  from  the  inftitution  of  his  militia,  greater 
advantages  for  continuing  fieges,  and  being  fuc- 
cefsful  in  them,  than  any  other  monarch  we 
read  of  in  hiftory :  inafmuch  as  he  could  fend  a 
monthly  recruit  of  twenty-four  thoufand  men 
to  his  army,  without  departing  from  the  efta- 
blifhed  order  of  his  militia,  or  putting  his  peopld 
to  any  new  trouble  or  expence ;  which  could  not 
but  be  a  vaft  relief  to  the  weary  and  wounded  of 
the  a&my,and  raife  the  courage  of  the  reft;  and, 
at  the  fame  time,  a  vaft  difcouragement  to  the 
enemy,  to  have  fo  many  frefh  men  to  encounter 
Avith  every  month,  whilft  they  themfelves  were 
every  day  in  a  more  weary  and  wafting  way. 
And  theft  I  take  to  have  been  the  people  which 
David  took  with  him  to  Rabbah  \  and  with 
which  he  now,  as  the  text  informs  us,  fought 
againft  it,  and  took  it.  For  if  it  were  not  to  re 
lieve  the  foldiers  who  were  on  that  fervice>  there 
fcems  to  have  been  no  neceflity  of  carrying  new 
men  thither,  when  the  difficulty  of  the  fiege  was 
over. 

of  Crater  us  was  evidently  the  effeft  of  fear,  not  generofity.  He 
well  knew,  that  his  matter,  Alexander,  was  the  vaineft  and  molt 
ambitious  of  all  mortals ;  and,  at  that  time,  tyrannical  to  an  high 
degree:  and  therefore  he  did  not  dare  to  take  the  city  before  his 
arrival.  Alexander  now  fet  up  for  a  God ;  and  fo  far  aped  that 
cfiara&er,  as  not  to  give  hib  glory  to  another. 

THE 
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THE  reader  will  naturally  obferve,  that  this 
was  an  expedition,  and  a  conqueft,  which  came 
very  feafonably  to  remove  David's  melancholy, 
to  relieve  his  diftrefs,  to  blot  out  the  memory  of 
his  guilt  in  relation  to  Uriah,  and  to  revive  his 
glory  in  arms.  And,  itjoab  confideredit  in  this 
light,  ( as  in  all  probability  he  did )  the  praife  of 
his  generofity  is  (till  more  ennobled  in  this 
view. 

KABBAH  was  a  royal,  a  large,  and  a  populous 
city,  the  metropolis  of  Arabia  felix ;  watered, 
and,  in  fome  meafure,  encompaffed,  by  the  river 
Jabbok.  It  had  its  name  from  its  grandeur,  be 
ing  derived  from  an  Hebrew  word,  which  fignifies 
to  increafe,  and  grow  great  5  and  was  now  in  the 
height  of  its  glory. 

POLYBIUS  defcribes  this  city  *,  as  built  upon 
feveral  little  eminences,  on  the  top  of  an  hill.  It 
was  a  confidtrable  city  when  Antiochus  took  it : 
yet  it  then  only  covered  the  top  of  the  hill > 
whereas  it  now  not  only  covered,  but  enconv 
patted  it.  And  therefore  it  is  natural  to  think, 
that  the  taking  of  this  royal  city  brought  David 
a  great  acceflion  of  glory,  as  the  text  allures  us 
it  did  of  wealth :  for  we  are  told,  that  he  not 
only  took  a  crown  of  gold  ( adorned  with  pre 
cious  ftones )  of  a  great  value  f  from  the  king's 
head,  but  likewife,  that  he  brought  forth  the  Jf  oil 
of  the  city  in  great  abundance. 

THE  king  David  formally  depofed ;  and 
Dr.  Trapp  thinks,  that  the  form  of  his  depofal 

*  Hift.  lib.  v.  f  A  talent- 

VOL.  II,  I  was 


ii4     An  Hiflorkal  Account  of      B*  4. 

was,  by  arraying  him  in  his  royal  robes,  (and 
probably  placing  him  on  his  throne)  with  his 
crown  upon  his  head,  and  then  formally  divert 
ing  him  of  all  his  enfigns  of  royalty,  fomewhat 
in  the  fame  manner,  that  the  duke  ofLancafter 
depofed  Richard II.  concerning  whom  Dt.Trapp 
adds  this  obfcrvation  from  his  hiftorian,  Never 
was  prince  jb  gorgeous  with  lefs  glory,  or  more 
grief. 

AND  it  muft  be  owned,  that  the  text  feems  to 
countenance  this  opinion  of  Dr.  Trapps,  in  that 
expreflion;  And  he  took  their  kings  crown  from 
off  his  head — -and  it  was  fet  on  David's  head. 

THE  king  now  depofed  was  Hanun,  the  fon 
of  Nahajh :  and  inafmuch  as  we  find  Sbobi  of 
Rabbah,  another  fon  of  Nahajh,  fome  time  after 
this,  in  friendfhip  with  David,  and  fhewing 
him  fignal  kindnefs,  at  a  feafon  when  nothing 
but  friendfhip  could  exaft  it  from  him  5  there  is 
all  the  reafon  in  the  world  to  believe,  that  David, 
upon  depofing  Hanun,  made  Shobi  his  viceroy  at 
Rabbah-y  and  treated  him  with  fignal  kindnefs 
upon  that  occafion. 

WE  now  come  to  that  part  of  David's  con- 
dud,  feemingly  the  moft  exceptionable,  after 
the  affair  of  Uriah ;  and  moft  bitterly  objected  to, 
of  all  others:  and  that  is,  the  tortures,  which, 
the  text  gives  us  to  underftand,  he  inflicted  on 
the  people  taken  in  Rabbah ;  fawing  fome  of 
them  afunder,  tearing  others  to  pieces  by  har 
rows  of  iron,  and  burning  others  in  brick-kilns. 
Commentators  alfo  have  been,  in  fome  meafure, 
tortured  upon  this  point  5  fgme  interpreting  the 
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text,  fo  as  to  clear  David's  character  of  the  cruel 
ty  feemingly  charged  upon  him,  in  this  account ; 
others  allowing  the  fad,  but  poorly  vindicating 
his  conduft  in  that  point  5  and  others  charging  it 
upon  the  hardnefs  of  his  heart,  in  that  ftate  of 
impenitence,  in  which  they  fuppofe  him  to  have 
(till  continued,  from  his  criminal  commerce 
with  Bathjheba. 

BEFORE  I  prefume  to  pafs  any  judgment  upon 
thefe  opinions,  give  me  leave  to  premifc,  that; 
when  David  left  Shobi  in  the  government  of 
Rabbah,  it  muft  be  prefumed,  that  he  left  fome^ 
befides  female  fubjeds,  under  his  dominion : 
and  therefore  it  is  no  way  unreafonable  to  fup 
pofe,  that  when  Joab  took  the  royal  city,  or 
City  of  Waters,  it  was  furrendered  to  him  by  the 
bulk  of  the  'people,  who  fubmitted,  and  were 
received  into  mercy :  inafmuch  as  we  find  not 
the  lead  mention  or  hint  of  any  one  human 
creature's  being  either  chaftized,  or  put  to  death, 
on  that  occafion.  May  we  not  then  naturally 
infer,  from  this  filence  of  the  facred  writers, 
that  the  king,  who  was  taken  in  the  upper  city, 
retired  thither  upon  the  furrender  of  the  royal 
city,  with  the  accomplices  and  inftruments  of 
his  tyranny  5  and  that  they  only  fuffered  the 
chaftifements  due  to  their  guilt,  from  the  hand 
of  David? 

I  NOW  proceed  to  examine  the  opinions  of 
commentators  upon  this  point. 

AND  firft,  That  David's  fuppofed  cruelty  to 
the  Ammonites  was  the  confequence  of  his  hav 
ing  (till  continued  in  a  ftate  of  impenitence,  is 
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an  opinion,  which,  I  think,  I  have  already  fhewn 
to  be  wholly  without  foundation :  and  altho'  the 
other  opinion,  that  he  inflided  no  capital  pu- 
niihment  upon  them,  is,  I  think,  juftifiable  * 
from  the  text,  and  hath  been  fhewn  to  be  fo ; 
yet  that  he  did  chaftize  them  with  the  fevereft 
kinds  of  death,  generally  understood  by  the  text, 
I  take  to  be  the  true  opinion  5  not  only,  bccaufe 
the  text  hath  always  been  underftood  in  that 
fenfe,  by  all  Jewifo  writers  5  but  becaufe  I  ap 
prehend  that  condud  in  David  to  be  more  agree 
able  to  the  command  of  GOD  5  the  command  of 
extirpating  all  the  males  of  every  city  that  refitt 
ed  5  and  the  command  of  retaliating,  upon  every 
offender,  the  evils  he  was  guilty  of. 

THAT  the  puniftiments,  now  inflided  upon 
Ammon>  were  Ifraelite  puniftimcnts,  is  not  pre 
tended:  that  they  were  punifhments  known  in 
fome  other  countries  of  the  Eaft,  ( in  Per/ia,  and 
wDamafctts)  is  undoubted:  that  the  Ammonites 
were  monftroufly  cruel,  cannot  be  denied.  The 
IJraeliteS)  it  is  confefied,  received  all  people  to 
mercy,  that  fubmitted  to  them.  The  Ammon 
ites  refufed  the  fubmifllon  of  the  people  of  Ja- 
befi-Gilead  (who  offered  to  become  their  fer- 

*  The  expreffion  in  I  Clron.  xx.  3.  is,  in  our  tranflation,  And 
fje'cut  them  wife  Jaws.  Now  the  word  them  is  not  in  the  ori 
ginal;  and  the  expreflion  might,  in  my  apprehenfion,  be  as  properly 
tranflated,  And  they  (i.  £.  the  people  whom  David  brought  out  of 
the  city)  cut  witb  faws,  &c.— —  In  the  fecond  book  of  Sam.  xii. 
3 1 .  the  text  is,  And  put  them  under  fa<ws>  &c.  Now  fubjefting 
men  to  labour,  may,  as  I  apprehend,  be  as  properly  expreffed,  by 
putting  them  under  it,  as  fubjefting  them  to  tribute  is ;  and  is  the 
known  idiom  of  the  Irijh  language,  and  perhaps  of  others. 

vants) 
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vants )  upon  any  lefs  cruel  condition  than  that  of 
thrufting  out  every  one  of  their  right  eyes  *.  If 
thefc  were  the  gentleft  terms,  on  which  they 
would  receive  Ijraelites  inttf  prote&ion,  what 
treatment  might  they  expeft,  if  the  Ammonites 
had  obtained  an  unconditional  dominion  over 
them?  In  fhort:  this  one  inftancc  (to  lay  no 
thing  of  their  brutal  behaviour  to  David's  em- 
bafladors )  is  in  the  place  of  ten  thoufand  proofs, 
to  demonftrate  that  people  very  monfters  of  cru 
elty  !  What  then  can  we  fo  naturally  infer  from 
this  condud  of  David's  towards  them,  as  that 
he  now  retaliated,  upon  them,  every  inftance  of 
their  own  cruelty  to  others  ?  Nor  can  we  have 
the  leaft  doubt  of  this,  when  we  confidcr,  that 
this  was  the  eftablifhed  practice  of  the  people  of 
GOD,  towards  all  thpfe  of  their  enemies  whom 
they  conquered.  Let  me  mention  two  inftances : 
When  Samuel  hewed  Agag  to  pieces  before  the 
Lord,  (facrificedhim  to  juftice)  his  reafon  was, 
that  he  retorted  his  own  murders  upon  him :  As 
thy  fword  hath  made  women  cbildlefs,  Jo  Jhall  thy 
mother  be  childlefs  among  women.  When  Judah 
and  Simeon  cut  off  Adonibezek's  thumbs  and  great- 
toes,  he  himfelf  acknowledged  the  divine  juftice, 
in  that  righteous  retribution  of  his  own  cruelty 
upon  himfelf,  crying  out,  (Judg.  i.  /.j  Threefcore 
and  ten  kings,  having  their  thumbs  and  great-toes 
cut  off]  gathered  their  meat  under  my  table.  As 
I  have  doney  fo  God  hath  requited  me. 

*  i  Sam.  xi.  i,  2.  Tie  very  expreflion  carries  the  idea  [of  the 
greateft  cruelty  in  it. 

I  3  IAM 
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lAMfenfible,  that  fome  fhort-fighted,  fupcr- 
ficial  people  have  looked  upon  the  Jews  as  the 
cmelleft  of  all  conquerors  5  little  considering  that 
they  were  raifed  by  GOD,  on  purpofe  to  be  a 
fcourge  upon  every  vice  and  villainy  all  around 
them.  And  perhaps  no  imaginable  method 
could  be  found  out,  more  effectual  to  reprefs 
the  enormities  of  a  people  every  way  profligate, 
and  utterly  abandoned,  as  the  Canaanites  then 
were,  than  to  raife  up  a  people  eminently  diftin- 
guifhed  by  the  divine  favour  and  protection,  to 
whom  it  fhould  be  an  inviolable  law,  and  a  fixed 
point  of  duty  to  GOD,  to  chaftize,  in  every  man 
that  came  into  their  power,  every  enormity 
•which  they  thcmfelves  had  committed  5  and  to 
retort,  in  a  particular  manner,  their  cruelties 
upon  their  own  heads :  for  this  was,  in  effect, 
little  lefs,  than  if  Goohimfelf  had  bared  his  arm, 
to  take  ftgnal  vengeance  on  their  monftrous 
enormities. 

Now,  it  is  beyond  all  doubt,  that  this  was 
the  cafe  of  the  Israelites  in  the  midft  of  the  aban 
doned  world  about  them :  and  it  is  alfo  beyond 
all  doubt,  from  Pfalm  xxi.  unqueftionably  writ 
ten  upon  this  occafion,  that  this  was  the  very 
reafon  of  David's  conduct  in  the  cafe  before  us: 
Thine  hand  Jhall  find  out  all  thine  enemies,  thy 
right-hand  Jhall  find  out  thofe  that  hate  thee.  Thou 
Jhalt  make  them  as  afiry  oven,  in  the  time  of  thine 
anger :  the  Lord  Jhall  Jw  allow  them  up  in  his 
wrath,  and  the  fire  Jhall  devour  them.  Their 
fruit  Jhalt  thou  de/lroy  from  the  earth  ^  and  their 
feed  from  among  the  children  of  men.  FOR  THEY 

INTENDED 
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INTENDED  EVIL  AGAINST  THEE!  THEY  IMAGIN 
ED  A  MISCHIEVOUS  DEVICE,  WHICH  THEY  ARE 
NOTABLE  TO  PERFORM. THEREFORE  fidt 

thoujet  them  as  a  butt,  &c. 

AND  now  what  was  Davids  cruelty  ?  It  was 
evidently  this :  He  inflicted  thole  evils  upon  the 
Ammonites,  which  they  were  wont  to  inflict  upon 
others  5  and  which  they,  at  this  very  time,  in 
tended  to  have  inflicted  upon  IfraeL  He  pu- 
nifhed  the  iniquity  of  their  own  cruel  practices 
and  purpofes.  He  executed  that  mod  equitable 
law  of  G  o  D  upon  them.  And  it  is  certain,  that 
this  alone  were  a  fufficient  j unification  of  his 
conduct,  that  he  made  them  fufFer  the  evil  they 
meant  to  do  *.  A  law,  which  it  were  the  moft 
valuable  intereft  of  mankind,  to  have  equitably 
executed,  in  every  fociety  under  heaven!  and 
would  at  once  prevent  more  evil,  and  punifh  it 
in  a  more  rational  and  juftifiable  manner,  than 
all  the  penal  laws  that  ever  were  devifed  ! 

To  confirm  this  reafoning  yet  further,  we 
fhould  remember,  that  the  Ammonites  were  early 
initiated  into  all  the  Canaanlte  cruelties:  and 
therefore,  when  I  find  David  retorting  their  own 
cruelties  upon  them,  I  dare  no  more  cenfure  or 
revile  him  upon  this  head,  than  his  enemies  dare 
revile  the  people  of  Agrigentum,  for  burning 
Phalaris  in  his  own  bull ;  or  Thejeus  the  hero, 
for  ftretching  Procrujles  beyond  the  dimenfions 

*  Deut.  xix.  19.  The  law  is  here  limited  to  the  evil  intentions 
of  falfe  witnefles,  but  the  equity  of  it  extends  to  all  evil  intentions 
whatfoever  ;  lije  muft  gofor  /ife,  eye  for  eye,  &C. 

I  4  of 
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of  his  own  bed.     Even  heathen  cafuifls  have 
determined,    that  no  law  could  be  more  juft, 
than  that  which  decreed  the  artifts  of  cruelty  to 
perifh  by  their  own  arts.      What  death  then 
could  be  cruelty,  to  a  people  who  could  thruft 
out  the  eyes  of  a  fubmitting,  unconquered  ene 
my?  who  ripped  up  the  women  with  child  of 
Gilead*?  a  people  who  could  bear  the  butchery 
of  human  viftims  to  Eaalpeor  ?  What  faw,  what 
harrow,  or  what  brick-kiln,  could  bepunifhmcnt 
enough  to  a  people  who  could  make  their  own 
children  pafs  thro'  the  fire  to  Moloch  ?  And  there 
fore,  whilft  others,  either  from  an  affectation  of 
more  gentlenefs  and  companion  in  their  nature, 
or  the  influence  of  falfe  and  fantaftic  notions  of 
mercy,   confider  David   in  the  character  of  a 
tyrant,  exercifing  his  cruelty  in  his  conquefts,  I, 
for  my  own  part,  confider  him  as  the  man  after 
God's  cwn  heart ;  infli&ing  the  righteous  venge 
ance  of  heaven  upon  a  miicreant  race;  executing 
that  vengeance  upon  guilt,  ( upon  thcfe  enemies 
of  GOD  and  goodnefsf)  which  Saul  was  de 
throned  for  not  executing  :    employed  in  an 
office,  the  moft  abhorrent  from  his  nature,  when 
viewed  in  the  light  of  affli&ion  to  others  ;  and 
plcafingonly,  in  the  light  of  executing  the  righ 
teous  fcntence  of  G  o  D  upon  guilt. 

So  when  an  angel,  by  divine  command, 
With  rifing  tempefts  Ihakes  a  guilty  land  $ 

*  Amos  i.   13. 

•f  Pfal.  xxi.  8.  Thine  hand  Jball  find  out  all  thine  enemies :  thy 
ti gbt -ban  dfi  all  find  out  all  thofe  that  hate  thee. 

I  Such 
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Such  as,  of  late,  o'er  pale  Britannia  paft, 
Calm  and  ferene,  he  drives  the  furious  blaft; 
And,  PLEAS'D  th' Almighty's  orders  to  perform, 
Rides  in  the  whirlwind,  and  directs  the  floral. 

IF  I  may  be  indulged  a  conjecture,  another 
reafon  (or  rather,  circumftance )  of  this  particular 
punifliment  of  making  the  Ammonites  pafs  through 
the  brick-kiln,  I  take  to  be  this  :  It  was  well 
known,  that  the  Jews  were  flavcs  in  Egypt;  and 
particularly  enflaved  in  brick-making  and  clay, 
Exod.  i.  14.  It  is  natural  with  all  people  at  en 
mity,  to  reproach  one  another  with  the  mean- 
nefs  and  bafenefs  of  their  original.  The  Am 
monites  were  a  cruel  and  infolent  enemy,  and 
nothing  could  be  more  natural  to  fuch  fpirits, 
when  they  had  got  any  Jews  in  their  power, 
than  to  cry  out,  Send  the  Jlaves  to  their  brick 
kilns-,  and  fo  torture  them  to  death.  And  if  fo, 
nothing  could  be  more  natural,  than  for  the 
Jews  to  return  them  the  fame  treatment.  And 
very  probably  it  was  in  allufton  to  this  reproach 
of  their  enemies,  and  to  fupport  his  people  under 
it,  that  David  tells  them,  Pjalmlxvm.  ver.  13. 
The?  ye  have  lien  among  the  pot sy  yet  Jball  ye  be  as 

the  wings  of  a  dcroe  covered  with  Jiher. That 

is,  tho'  ye  were  formerly  obfcure  and  opprefled 
{laves,  tied  down  to  the  drudgery  of  brick- 
making  and  pottery  in  Egypt,  you  fliall  now  be 
as  glorious,  as  you  then  were  contemptible.  Thv* 
ye  have  lien  among  the  pots,  yet  fliall  ye  be  as  the 
wings  of  a  dove  covered  with  Jilver^  and  her  fea 
thers  with  yellow  gold. 

AND 
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AND  now  it  was,  beyond  all  doubt,  (as  I 
humbly  apprehend )  that  David,  recolle&ing  the 
late  train  of  GOD'S  fignaf  mercies  and  deliver 
ances  to  him,  fung  out  the  twenty-firft  PJalm 
in  a  tranfport  of  joy  and  thankfgiving :  The  king 
Jhalljoy  in  thy  ftrength,  0  Lord;  and  in  thy  fal- 
vatiorihow  greatly  Jhall  he  rejoice  !  fhou  hajl  given 
him  bis  heart's  dejire,  and  haft  not  witb-holden  the 
requeji  of  his  lips.  Selah.  For  thou  preventeft 
him  'with  the  bleffings  of  goodnejs :  thou  Jettejl  a 
crown  of  pure  gold  upon  his  head,  &c. 


CHAP.    V. 

Tamar  is  ravijhed^  and  inhumanly  treated^ 
by  her  own  Brother.     That  Rape  is  re 
venged  by  his  Death.     Abfalom,  who 
flew  him,  flies  to  Gefhur.     Natharu 
Prophecies  further  fulfilled. 

WHEN  David  had  taken  Rabbah,  and  all 
the  other  cities  of  Ammon^  and  punifhed 
all  the  unfubmitting  mifcreants  which  he  found 
in  them,  as  they  dcfcrveds  he  returned,  with  all 
his  people,  to  Jeni/alem-,  but  had  not  been 
long  there,  before  another  part  of  Nathan's  pro 
phecy,  /  will  raife  up  evil  again/I  tbee  out  of  thine 
own  houje,  began  to  be  fadly  fulfilled  upon  him. 

ABSALOM,  the  (on  of  David  by  Maacah 
the  daughter  of  Talmai,  king  of  Gefhur,  had  a 
fifter  by  the  fame  mother,  of  fuch  fingular  beauty, 

that 
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\\\i&  Amnon,  another  fon  of  David's  (the  firft- 
born  of  his  family  )  by  Ahinoam  the  Jezreelitefs, 
fell  deeply  in  love  with  her  ;  and,  being  confcious 
that  his  pafllon  was  very  criminal,  he  concealed 
it  for  fome  time,  but  at  the  expence  of  his  health 
and  happinefs ;  racked  by  the  violence  of  a  ftrong 
defirc,  and  the  terror  of  indulging  it.  Amnon 9 
iaith  the  facred  writer,  (2Sam.xiii.  2.)  was  Jo 
vexed,  that  he  fell  Jick  for  hisjifter  Tamar;  for 
Jbe  was  a  virgin,  and  Amnon  thought  it  hard  for 
him  to  do  any  thing  to  her.  It  is  natural  to  think, 
that  this  paffion  is  no- where  fo  wafting  and  vex 
atious,  as  where  it  is  unlawful.  Aquickfenfc 
of  guilt  ( efpecially  where  it  is  enormous,  as  in 
the  inftance  before  us)  flrikcs  the  foul  with  hor 
ror,  and  the  impoffibility  of  an  innocent  gratifi 
cation  loads  that  horror  with  defperation.  A 
conflid  too  cruel,  and  too  dreadful,  for  human 
bearing :  Witnefs  the  two  moft  remarkable  in- 
(lances  of  it,  found  in  hiftory  5  that  of  Antiochus, 
for  Stratonice  his  mother-in-law;  and  this  of 
Amnon,  for  Tamar  his  itftcr.  Indeed  that  of  An- 
tiochus  appears  the  lefs  criminal  of  the  two;  in- 
afmuch  as  he  feemed  determined  to  conceal  his, 
to  death  * ;  and  at  the  fame  time  to  haften  that 
death,  to  prevent  its  publication,  had  not  the 
fagacity  of  Erafiftrattis,  his  phyfician,  difcovercd 
it;  altho'  poilibly  Amnon  had  done  the  fame, 
had  not  the  importunity  of  his  falfe  and  fubtilc 
friend,  Jonadab  the  fon  of  Sbimea,  David's  bro 
ther,  drawn  the  fccret  from  him.  He  plainly 

-     *  Plutarch)  in  the  life  of  Demetrius. 

per- 
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perceived,  that  Amnoris  difeafe  was  fome  ftr'ong 
defire  ungratified;  and  infinuated  to  him,  that 
he,  who  was  a  king's  fon,  might  give  a  loofe  to 
his  defires,  and  defpife  the  reftraints  of  ordinary 
men.  How  vile  was  this  advice  !  and  how  la 
mentable  is  it,  that  the  heirs  of  royalty,  whofe 
virtue  is  of  infinitely  more  confequence  than  that 
of  meaner  men,  fhould  yet  be  under  more  tempt 
ation  to  taint  it,  from  the  poifon  of  infedious 
flatterers  !  How  much  happier  was  Antigonus  in 
the  advice  and  friendfhip  of  Menedemus  the  phi- 
lofopher  ;  when,  being  invited  to  a  feaft,  where 
a  very  beautiful  courtcfan  was  to  make  a  part  of 
the  entertainment,  and  asking  Menedemits,  What 
he  fhould  do  ?  he  anfwered,  Remember  thou  art  a 
king's  Jbny  and  Jhouldfl  do  nothing  unworthy  of 
tbyjelf!  Jonadab  was  of  a  charader  diredly  con 
trary  to  that  of  Menedemus  :  he  was  of  that  fpe- 
cies  of  courtiers  mentioned  by  Tacitus  *,  who 
can  applaud  all  the  adions  of  princes,  whether 
good  or  evil.  And  Amnon  feems  not  far  re 
moved  from  that  charader  of  Domitian,  men 
tioned  by  the  fame  Tacitus-,  that  he  played  the 
frince's  Jon  in  whoredoms  and  adulteries.  And 
therefore  it  is  no  wonder,  if  Jonadab's  deteftable 
flattery  f  had  its  effect  upon  fuch  a  fpirit. 

AMNON   opened  his  whole  heart  to   him, 
and  told  him  his  paffion  for  Tamar  -  /  love 
my   brother  Abjaloms  fifter    (  he    was 


Annal.  lib.  iii. 
Mor 
ike  ca 
Car&calla. 


.       .     . 

*\  More  criminal  even  than  that  of  the  Perfians  to  Cambyfes  in 
the  like  cafe,  tho1  not  altogether  famonftrous  as  that  of  Julia  to 

aftumed 
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afhamed  to  fay  his  own ) :  the  fubtile  and  fupple 
courtier,  \vhofe  conscience  was  his  lead  concern, 
immediately  furnilhed  him  with  an  expedient  to 
gratify  his  paflion.  He  advifed  him  to  take  his 
bed,  and  feign  himfelf  fick  5  and  when  his  father 
fhould  come  to  fee  him,  to  beg  his  permiffion, 
that  Tamar  his  fifter  might  attend  him  in  his  fick- 
nefs,  and  prepare  him  fome  luftenance  5  which 
he  believed  he  could  take,  if  he  faw  it  prepared 
by  her  own  hands.  The  defires  of  fick  people 
are  often  fantaftical,  and  unaccountable  5  yet 
muft  often  be  indulged.  The  train  took  :  Da 
vid's  paternal  arfeftion  did  not  fuffer  him  to  be 
long  abfent  from  a  fick  fon,  his  favourite,  and 
his  firft-born  5  nor  allow  him  to  hefitate  upon, 
granting  his  petition.  'Tamar  was  immediately 
ordered  to  attend  him,  and  did  fo  accordingly ; 
and,  when  fhe  had  learned  what  food  was  moft 
agreeable  to  him,  fet  herfelf  inftantly  to  prepare 
it  for  him,  with  all  the  houfewifely  skill  of  thofe 
fimpler  ages ;  where  an  utter  infigniiicancy  to  all 
the  purpofes  of  domeitic  life  made  no  part  even 
of  a  princefs's  praife.  For  the  text  tells  us,  that 
Jhe  took  four ',  and  kneaded  it,  and  made  cakes  in  his 
Jight,  and  did  bake  the  cakes ;  and  added  another 
preparation  of  them  in  a  pan,  and  then  ferved  * 
them  up  to  him  >  but  he  refufed  to  eat.  The  in- 
finuation  was,  That  he  was  grown  worfe.  And, 
to  cover  the  deceit  the  better,  he  ordered  every 
body  to  go  out  of  his  room,  as  if  he  could  bear 

*  In  the  text  it  is,  And  Jhe  tovk  a  fan,  and  poured  them  out 
before  him :  winch  makes  it  probable,  that  fhe  fried  them  in  oil. 

neither 


i  1  6      An  Hiftorical  Account  of     B.  4* 

neither  the  fight,  nor  the  noife,  of  company. 
And  when  they  were  gone,  he  defired  his  fifter 
to  bring  the  viduals  into  an  inner  chamber, 
where  he  might  eat  unmolefted.  She,  fufped- 
ing  no  evil,  did  as  he  defired.  And  when  he 
found  himfelf  fhut  up  with  her,  and  fufficicntly 
retired  from  his  attendants,  he  then  threw  off 
the  difgtiife,  difcovered  his  wicked  intentions, 
and  quickly  began  to  ufe  violence  with  her; 
from  which,  flie,  (truck  with  abhorrence  of  the 
guilt,  earneftly  laboured  to  diftuade  him,  as  from 
a  crime  unheard  of  in  Ifrael-*  —  Would  he  expofe 
a  fifter  to  infamy  ?  —  ~  Would  he  expofe  himfelf 
to  indelible  reproach?  -  The  plea  for  herfelf  is 
inexpreflibly  beautiful  -  And  7,  whither  Jhall  I 
caufe  my  fhame  to  go  !  How  fhall  I  drive  it  away 
from  me,  and  where  flialljl  hide  it?  And,  find 
ing  that  had  .no  weight  with  him,  flie  prefles 
him,  from  the  motives  of  his  own  fhame  and 
infamy  :  And  as  for  tbee,  thou  foalt  be  as  one  of 
the  fools  in  Ifrael  -  You  will,  from  this  mo 
ment,  be  treated  as  a  brute,  and  a  fool  5  loft  to 
all  fcnfe  of  humanity,  as  well  as  virtue  5  will  be 
degraded  from  the  honour  of  heir  apparent  to  the 
crown,  into  the  loweft  degree  of  derifion  and 
reproach  - 

I  T  is  remarkable,  that  the  Greeks  called  every 
thing  that  was  foolifh,  by  the  name  of  Venui*: 
and  therefore  they  denominated  folly,  by  a  word 
derived  from  her  namef.  And  it  (hould  feem 


Hecuba  in  Troad.  Euripidis, 
,  or  rather,  from  (ht  radix  of  it, 
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from  this  pafTage,  as  if  the  Hebrews  had  fallen 
into  the  fame  way  of  thinking.  But  the  truth 
is,  they  were  in  a  wifer  way  of  thinking;  and 
denominated  all  fin,  folly :  which  is  its  fofteft 
name.  And  poflibly  Tamar  now  called  this 
guilt  fo,  for  fear  of  too  much  irritating  her  bro 
ther. 

WHEN  this  would  not  do,  fhe  changed  her 
tone,  and  tried  to  flatter  him  into  forbearance. 
He  was  her  father's  darling,  who  could  deny 
him  nothing :  he  had  only  to  fpeak  to  the  king 
for  her,  and  his  requeft  would  certainly  be  com 
plied  with.- — But  he,  deaf  to  all  intreaty,  as 
well  as  to  reafon,  liftened  to  nothing  but  the 
impetuofity  of  his  own  brutal  paffion  ;  and,  be 
ing  Jlronger  than  fie,  forced  her. 

AND  here  the  flux  and  reflux  of  paffion  in  a 
brutal  bead  is  finely  painted  in  the  text.  His 
brutality  was  no  fooner  gratified  in  this  inftance, 
but  it  broke  out  in  another  as  extraordinary. 
The  tide  of  his  blood  was  turned,  and  it  now 
ran  back  with  as  much  violence,  as  it  had  prefled 
forward  before.  Then  Arnnon  hated  her  exceed 
ingly^  faith  the  text,  Jo  that  the  hatred  wherewith 
he  hated  her,  was  greater  than  the  love  wherewith 
he  had  loved  her. 

COMMENTATORS  are  at  a  lofsto  account 
for  this  fudden  and  exceffive  hatred ;  and  indeed 
there  feems  to  be  fomething  extraordinary  in  it. 
Tamars  rape  had  an  effeft  upon  her  ravifher, 
dire&ly  contrary  to  that  of  Dinah's  upon  hers : 
but  their  circumftances  were  different  5  hope 
fecondcd  and  fupported  Shechems  paffion,  not 

in 
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in  itfelf  criminal  ;  but  defpair  drove  jfmnon's'mto 
its  oppofite  extreme.  This  is  often  obferved  to 
be  the  cafe  with  paflions  too  tumultuous  and  un- 
.ruly  :  Amnon's  mind  was  firft  agitated  by  luft,  and 
then  by  rcmorfc,  which  drove  to  different  ex 
tremes,  like  the  vibrations  of  a  pendulum.  The 
horror  of  his  guilt  ftruck  him  with  a  fudden  de- 
teftation  of  her,  whom  he  deemed  the  caufe  of 
it :  he  hated  his  fitter,  when  he  fhould  have  hated 
himfelf.  GOD  abandoned  him  thus  to  the  tumult 
of  his  own  intemperate  mind,  to  make  this  other 
punifhment  of  David's  adultery,  more  flagrant  5 
and  the  prophet's  prediction  of  GOD'S  raifmg  up 
evil  to  him  out  of  bh  own  houfc^  more  confpicuous. 
For  Amnons  barbarous  behaviour  now  precluded 
all  poffibility  of  concealing  his  guilt.  The  mo 
ment  his  brutality  was  indulged,  he  commanded 
his  fitter  out  of  his  fight:  Arife,  faith  he;  be 

gone To  which  (lie  anfwered,  That  thisfecond 

evil  treatment  was  worfe  than  the  firft.  The 
firft  had  paflion  to  plead,  and  might  be  conceal 
ed,  and  repented  of> The  iccond  was  a  de- 

figned,  deliberate  indignity,  that  muft  draw 
eternal  infamy  after  it.  Therefore  {he  had  reafon 
to  add,  that  there  was  no  caufe  for  it.  She 
had  given  him  no  caufe  for  aggravating  his  firft 
offence,  by  loading  it  with  an  immediate  and 
public  fcandal,  and  indelible  reproach,  upon  her, 
himfelf,  and  his  houfe;  upon  the  religion  and 
people  of  G  o  D.  But  he,  as  deaf  now  to  decency 
and  humanity,  as  he  had  been  before  to  all  fenfe 
of  fhame  and  confcicnce,  called  to  his  fervant 
that  attended  him,  and  bid  him  turn  out  that 

'woman 
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woman  from  him,  and  bolt  the  door  after  her . 

The  fervant  obeyed,  brought  her  out,  and  bolted 
the  door  after  her. 

TAMAR,  thus  treated ;  not  parted  with  as  an 
innocent  woman,  cruelly  injured;  but  thruft 
out  as  a  proftitute,  that  had  fed  need  to  fin;  is 
the  ftrongcft  image  of  innocence,  barbaroully 
abufed,  and  infufferably  infulted,  that  hiftory 
affords  us.  The  greater!  injury,  loaded  with  the 
greatcft  indignities !  contumely  added  to  cruelty! 
Opprefled  with  forrow,  and  overwhelmed  with 
lhame,  Jbe  put  ajkes  upon  her  head^  and  rent  her 
garment  of  divers  colours^  and  laid  her  hand  en  her 
head,,  and  went  en  crying--,  at  once  hiding  her 
fhamc,  and  delpairing  to  conceal  it. 

IN  this  condition  me  palled  on  to  her  brother 
Abfalom's  houfe,  who,  feeing  her  confufion  and 
diftrcfs,  cafily  apprehended  the  caufes  of  it  5  and 
put  the  qucftion  to  her,  Whether  her  brother 
Arnnon  had  been  with  her?  covering  the  grofs 
injury  he  fufpected,  under  the  veil  of  the  moft 
decent  and  diftant  phrafe  that  couid  hint  his  fufpi- 
cion  to  her.  And  as  if  all  that  had  not  been 
enough,  to  fave  her  bl allies,  and  let  her  fee,  that 
he  underftood  her  diftrefs,  he  (lopped  her  ihort, 
from  attempting  any  anfwer,  by  begging  her, 
That  (he  would  fay  nothing  of  the  matter?  but 
endeavour  to  forget  the  injury,  fincc  it  was 
a  brother  who  had  done  it.  But  bold  now  thy 

peace,  my  Jifter;  he  is  thy  brother regard  not 

this  thing.  But  as  all  he  could  fay  could  not 
remedy  the  evil,  neither  could  it  relieve -it; 
which  feems  fufficiently  imolicd,  in  what  the 

VOL.  II,  K  '  facred 
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facred  hiftorian  adds So  Tamar  continued  dif- 

conjolate  in  her  brother  Abfaloms  houfe.  And,  ia 
all  probability,  fhc  continued  fo  her  whole  life 
long  ;  unmarried,  and  undone.  And  Amnon 
had  the  horror  of  refle&ing,  that,  for  one  mo 
ment's  bafe  and  brutal  indulgence,  he  had  made 
his  neareft  kinfwoman,  an,  amiable  and  an  inno 
cent  fifler,  miferable  to  the  laft  moment  of  her 
life. 

H  o  w  David  refented  this  rape,  we  learn  from 
the  text  5  which  informs  us,  that  he  was  very 
wroth ;  but  how  he  punifhed  it,  we  know  not. 
The  truth  is,  it  was  to  no  purpofe  for  him  to 
punifh  it  legally,  and  hardly  poflible  to  punifh  it 
equitably ;  inafmuch  as  that  could  not  be  done 
without  at  once  expofingthe  infamy  of  his  houfe, 
and  cutting  off  the  next  nek  of  his  crown.  And 
how  hard  was  it  for  a  father  to  do  this  ?  efpecially 
a  father  who  was  partly  accefTary  to  the  guilt,  by 
a  very  unguarded  compliance  with  his  fon's  irra 
tional  requeft.  The  legal  punifhment  of  a  rape, 
upon  a  virgin  unbetrothed,  was  a  fine  of  fifty 
fhekelsof  filver,  to  be  paid  to  the  father  of  the 
damfel,  and  an  obligation  upon  the  ravifher  to 
take  her  to  wife,  without  a  power  of  divorce, 
Deut.xxii.  28,  29.  The  firft  of  thefe  penalties 
was  infignificant  in  the  cafe  before  us,  and  the 
fecond  impra&icable  5  becaufe  the  marriage  muft 
be  inceftuous. 

THIS  cafe  is  alfo  attended  with  another  dif 
ficulty  :  The  rape  was  committed  in  a  city,  and 
the  damfel  did  not  cry  out  $  and  in  that  cafe,  I 
apprehend,  the  law  of  Deut.  xxii.  23,  24.  muft 

be 
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be  executed  upon  her.  It  is  true,  fhe  was  not  a 
damfel  betrothed,  and  therefore  the  letter  of  that 
law  does  not  extend  to  her  cafe;  but  the  equity 
of  it  does,  becaufe  the  crime  committed,  and 
Tamars  offence  againft  that  law,  was  equally 
great,  and  Amnoris  injury  equally  irreparable: 
confequently,  had  he  been  fentenced  to  death  *, 
Ihe  muft  have  fuflfered  with  him  5  and  therefore 
David  could  not  punifti  him,  as  he  ought,  with 
out  involving  her  in  his  fate  5  and  I  apprehend  it 
to  be  a  rule  of  equity,  rather  to  let  the  guilty 
efcape,  than  deftroy  the  innocent  and  the  in 
jured. 

B  u  T  it  may  be  asked,  What  becomes  of  the 
power  of  the  Sanhedrim  in  that  cafe?  If  that 
court  was  now  in  being,  and  David  could  pro- 
ted  Amnon  from  it,  could  he  not  as  well  have 
protedted  both  himfelf  and  Batbjkeba  ?  Confe 
quently,  how  did  he  lie  under  any  neceffity  of 
deft roy ing  Uriah ^  to  fcrecn  either  himfelf,  or 
Bathfheba,  from  an  infamous  punifhment? 

I  ANSWER,  That,  fuppofing  that  court  in  be 
ing,  and  that  Amnon  could  be  punlihcd  by  it  as 
he  deferved,  and  Tamar  at  the  fame  time  ac 
quitted,  (  which  could  not  be,  unlefs  they  could 
take  upon  them  to  difpenfc  with  a  law  of  GOD) 
yet,  what  court  takes  cognifance  of  caufes  not 
brought  before  it?  And  how  could  this  caufc 
come  before  it,  when  ail  the  pcrfons  intercftcd 
in  the  profecution  of  it,  were  at  lead  equally  in- 

.  *  As  he  certainly  muft  have  been  by  the  law  of  Levif.  xx.  17, 

for  uncovering  bis  (lftet~* $  ncikednefs* 

K  2  tcreftcd 
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tcreftcd  to  conceal  it  5  which  was  by  no  means 
the  cafe  in  the  affair  of  Batbjheba\  whofe  huf- 
band  was  a  very  conftderable  man,  (greatly  pro 
voked)  and  greatly  allied,  as  will  be  fecn  here 
after.  And  therefore  the  two  cafes  are,  in  my 
opinion,  very  different :  great,  and,  as  I  appre 
hend,  infuperable  difficulties,  obftrutted  the  courfc 
ofjuftice,  \nj4fpnons2Jftit 

HOWEVER,  that  guilt,  which  either  human 
j udice,  or  human  infirmity,  could  not  chaftize 
as  it  dcfcrved,  the  divine  vengeance  did. 

ABSALOM,  altho'  grieved  to  the  foul,  for 
the  injury  done  to  his  fitter,  and  refenting  it  to 
death,  yet  fo  well  diffembled  his  refentmqnt,  as 
not  to  take  the  lead  notice  of  it  to  Amnon.  He 
carefully  concealed  his  rcfentment,  at  once  to 
hide  his  intention  of  revenge,  and  to  make  it 
furcj  and  hid  it  thus,  for  two  whole  years  toge 
ther,  at  the  end  of  which  he  invited  his  father, 
and  all  his  brethren,  to  the  cuftomary  feftivity  of 
a  fheep'fhecring :  which  David  declined,  on  ac 
count  of  the  unneceflary  expence  to  which  it 
muft  put  his  fon,  Then  Abjalom  begged,  and 
preffed  him  again:  Howbeit  be  'would  not  go,  faith 
the  text  5  yet,  to  foften  the  refufal,  he  gave  him 
his  bleffing.  Then  Abjalom  begged  again,  that 
Amnon  ( his  elder  brother,  and  heir  apparent  of 
the  crown )  might  honour  him  with  his  prefence. 
This  too  David  declined,  for  fome  time;  but, 
being  much  prefled  by  Abjalom^  (to  whom  he 
could  not  eafily  refufc  any  thing )  that  he  and  the 
reft  of  his  brethren  might  have  leave  to  go  with 
him,  David  at  length  confented  5  and  they  went 
accordingly.  A  B  s  A- 
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ABSALOM,  now  determined  to  make  fure 
of  his  revenge,  direded  fome  fervants,  in  whom 
he  could  confide,  to  attend  Amnon  at  the  feaft, 
-till  the  wine  had  raifed  his  fpirits,  and  taken  him 
off  his  guards  and  then  to  be  ready,  as  foon  as 
he  gave  the  word,  to  finite  and  to  flay  him. 
They  did  as  they  were  dire&ed,  and  Amnon  fell. 

Thus  did  Abfalom^    at  one  blow,   revenge 

iiimfelf  upon  his  fitter's  ravifher,  and  rid  himfelf 
of  his  rival  in  his  father's  favour,  and  only  obfta- 
cle  (as  he  apprehended )  to  his  crown. 

WHEN  the  fatal  blow  was  given  to  Amnon, 
the  reft  of  the  king's  foils,  terrified  at  what  they 
faw,  ftarted  up  from  the  table,  feized  every  man 
his  mule,  and  fled  home  as  faft  as  they  could. 
But,  faft  as  they  fled,  fame  reached  the  palace 
before  them  5  and  told  David,  that  Abfahm  had 
deftroyed  all  his  fons. 

THIS  news,  we  may  well  imagine,  threw  the 
king  into  the  utmoft  confternation :  drove  him 
fecmingly  even  to  defpair.  He  tore  his  deaths, 
and  laid  himfelf  upon  the  earth,  as  one  aban 
doned  to  diftrefs  :  and  his  fervants  ftood  difcon- 
folate  around  him,  with  their  garments  torn  alfo; 
till  JonaJab,  recollefting  himfelf,  in  hisfubtilty, 
and  running  over  the  train  of  his  own  thoughts, 
eafily  concluded,  that  Amnon  only  was  killed  $ 
and  immediately  took  upon  him,  to  afliirc  the 
king,  that  it  muft  be  fo :  Let  not  the  king,  faith 
he,  fuppoft  that  they  have  jlain  all  the  young  men, 
the  kings  fons :  for  Amnon  only  is  dead :  for,  by 
the  appointment  of  Abfalom,  this  hath  been  de 
er  mined,,  from  the  day  that  he  forced  his  J$t* 
K  3 
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tfamar  *.  New,  therefore,  let  not  my  lord  the  king 
take  the  thing  to  his  heart,  to  think  that  all  the 
kings fons  are  dead-,  for  Amnon only  is  dead.  Im 
mediately  the  young  men,  who  were  upon  the 
watch,  gave  notice  that  they  faw  a  croud  of  peo 
ple  coming  by  the  way  of  the  hill-fide.  And 
inftantly,  Jcnadab  cried  out  to  the  king,  That  his 

fons  were  come And  it  came  to  pafs,  faith  the 

text,  as  foon  as  he  had  made  an  end  offpeaking, 
that)  behold^  the  kings  fons  came,  and  lift  up  their 
voice,  and  wept;  and  the  king  alfo,  and  all  his 
fervants,  <wept  very  fore.  Arid Abfalom  fed \  and 
went  to  Talmai  the  Jon  of  Ammihud,  king  of  Ge- 
J/jur  :  and  David  mourned  for  his  /on  every  day. 

AND  thus  did  GOD,  by  withdrawing  his  re- 
ftraining  grace  from  Amnon,  and  leaving  him  a 
prey  to  his  own  paflions,  raije  up  evil  to  David 
cutofhisownhou/e:  a  daughter  ravifhcd  by  her 
own  brother ;  that  brother,  murdered  by  another 
brother;  and  that  other,  in  exile  upon  that  ac 
count  ;  and  foon  to  perifh,  by  a  fate  yet  more 
deplorable,  had  it  not  been  more  deferved ! 

A  K  D  now  began  another,  and  more  dread 
ful,  prophecy  of  Nathans  to  be  fulfilled  upon 
David,  before  his  own  eyes  :  the  fword  was 
now  firft  brought  in  upon  his  houfe,  attended 
with  this  dreadful  affurance,  of  never  departing 
from  it. 

*  What  unparallelled  impudence  and  effrontery  was  this,  to 
fpeak  with  fuch  calmnefs  and  unconcern,  of  an  horrid  villainy, 
which  he  himfelf  had  contrived,  and  of  which  he  now  faw  the 
dreadful  confequences !  What  a  mifcreant  minifler  was  this,  and 
how  much  fitter  to  be  admitted  into  the  counfels  of  hell,  than  into 
thofe  of  David  I 

CHAP, 
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CHAP.    VI. 

JoabV  Device  to  get  Abfalom  recalled 
by  means  of  the  wife  Woman  of  Te~ 
koah,  fucceeds.  Being  brought  back 
to  Jerufalem,  he  is  not  admitted  to 
the  Kings  Prefence,  but  remanded  to  his 
own  Houfe.  What  followed  thereupon. 

AB  S  A  L  O  M's  flieep-fheering  was  at  Baal- 
hazor,  near  Ephraim;  about  eight  miles 
from  Jerufalem.  He  fled,  the  moment  his 
brother  was  killed :  and  one  may  well  believe, 
his  accomplices  fled  with  him$  who  probably 
were  Gefourites,  fome  of  his  mother's  friends, 
and  fo  were  fure  of  the  protection  of  fatmai, 
for  revenging  the  violence  done  to  his  grand 
daughter.  And  there  is  no  doubt  but  they 
took  their  mcafures  fo  well,  that  no  purfuit 
from  Jerufalemy  had  any  been  attempted,  could 
overtake  them.  But  David,  who  muft  be  al 
lowed  to  have  been  criminally  indulgent  to  his 
children,  was  not  of  a  difpofition  to  revenge 
the  death  of  one  favourite  fon,  by  that  of  an 
other  5  efpecially  when  his  guilt  was  no  more, 
than  that  of  revenging  an  action  in  itfelf  worthy 
of  death. 

THE  Vulgate  and  Septuagint  inform  us,  that, 
when  David  heard  of  Amnoris  crime,  he  was 
much  enraged,  but  would  not  grieve  his  fon's 
fpirit,  becauie  he  loved  him,  being  his  cldeft 
fon.  It  is  true,  this  addition  is  not  found  in 
K  the 
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the  Hebrew  text  5  yet  it  is  confefiedly  very  an- 
tient,  and  probably  but  too  true.  And  if  fo, 
he  could  but  ill  punifh,  in  Abfalom^  the  chaftife- 
-ment  of  that  guilt,  which  his  own  feafonable 
chaftifement  of  Ammoris  earlier  enormities 
might  have  prevented.  And,  in  that  cafe,  his 
rcfentment  muft  recoil  upon  himfelf,  and  acquit 
Abfalom.  And  poffibly  this  may  be  the  true 
reafon,  why  we  hear  nothing  of  any  meafures 
he  took  to  bring  Abfalcm  to  jufcice,  and  why 
he  mourned  fo  much,  and  fo  long,  for  Amman. 
For  we  learn  from  2  Sam.  xiii.  37.  that  he 
mourned  long  and  daily  for  him'.  However,  at 
the  end  of  three  years,  his  affe&ion  for  Abfalom 
got  the  better  of  a  fruitlefs  grief,  for  a  lofs 
which  could  not  be  recalled  ;  and  he  was  com 
forted  ( faith  the  text )  concerning  Amnon^  feeing 
be  was  dead. 

AND  now,  his  concern  was,  to  be  fo  long 
robbed  of  the  fatisfadion  of  feeing  another 
child,  who  was  fo  dear  to  him  :  as  if  he  had 
taken  up  Rebekatis  complaint  *,  Why  ft:ould  I  be 
deprived  aljb  of  them  both  in  cne  day? 

IN  this  condition  he  pined  and  languifhcd 
for  his  fon :  And  the  foul  of  king  'David^  faith 
the  text,  longed  to  go  forth  unto  Abfalom ;  as  if 
his  foul  would  have  rejoiced  even  to  have  quit 
ted  his  body,  to  go  out  and  meet  him. 

IOAB  quickly  perceived  the  king's  condi 
tion  5  and  thought  he  fhould  pay  his  court  to 
advantage,  if  he  could  contrive  to  deceive  and 
iurpriic  him  into  a  refolution  of  recalling  his  fon 

*  .Gen.  xxv ii.  45. 

from 
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from  exile.  To  this  purpofe,  he  inftrufted  a 
woman  of  good  fenfe,  and  great  addrefs,  ( from 
Tekoah,  a  diftant  city  of  Judah)  who  waited 
upon  the  king,  in  the  air  and  habit  of  a  difcon- 
folate  widow,  in  mourning,  and  deep  diftrefs, 
on  account  of  her  fon  5  whom  his  own  family 
were  purfuing  to  death,  for  having  {lain  his 
brother,  in  an  accidental  contention,  in  the 

field The  moment  (he  appeared  before  the 

king,  {he  fell  upon  her  face,  and  implored  his 

aid.  Help,  O  king! She  then  told  him  her 

cafe,  and  added  ail  the  alleviating  and  diftrefsful 
circumftances,  that  could  move  the  king's  com- 
paffion  :  The  brothers  were  alone  in  the  field, 
and  none  to  part  them  5  poffibly  he  might  flay 
his  brother,  either  undefignedly,  or  in  his  own 
drfence.  He  was  her  only  child,  the  only  hope 
and  flay  of  her  family  5  and,  if  they  cut  him  off  *, 
they  would  leave  her  husband  neither  name,  nor 
remainder,  upon  the  earth. 

THE  king  foon  felt  her  diftrefs:  the  cafe 
was  too  like  his  own,  to  fufFer  him  to  be  un 
moved.  He  told  her,  flic  might  return  to  her 
houfe,  and  leave  the  care  of  her  bufinefs  to  him ; 
he  would  give  proper  directions  about  it.  But 
fhe,  not  having  yet  what  fhe  wanted,  took  oc- 
cafion,  from  her  feeming  foiicitude  for  her  fon, 
to  continue  the  converfation. She  added, 

*  The  expreffion  in  the  original  is  fingularly  beautiful  and  ex- 
prefllve :  And  Jo  they  Jhall  quench  my  coal  that  is  left.  And  Hea 
then  authors  feem  to  have  copied  it  from  hence.  So  thofe  few  men 
\vho  furvived  the  deluge  are  called  by  Plato  and  Lucidn  ^aVuf;-, 
live  coals,  who  were  to  rekindle  the  vital  flame,  and  continue  the 
human  race. 

6  That 
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That  if  flic  had  prcffcd  his  majcfty  to  any  thing 
In  itfelf  unjuft,  or  any  way  mi  fin  formed  him, 
or  mifreprefentcd  the  ftate  of  the  cafe,  fhe 
wifhed  ail  the  guilt  of  that  iniquity  or  mif- 
reprefentation  might  fall  upon  her  own  head, 
and  upon  her  family:  My  lord,  O  king!  the 
iniquity  be  on  me,  and  on  my  fathers  houfe : 
and  the  king  and  his  throne  be  guiltlefs.  The  kin"- 
then  bid  her,  if  any  body  molefted  her  any 
more,  to  bring  them  before  him,  and  he  would 
take  care  to  flop  any  further  proceedings  againft 
her.  She  then  begged,  that  in  making  that  pro- 
mife,  to  ftay  the  avenger  of  blood  from  caufmg 
any  further  deftruftion  in  her  family,  he  would 
remember  the  LORD  his  GOD  :  that  is,  remem 
ber  he  made  that  promife  in  the  prefence  of 
GOD,  drawing  him  thus,  diftantly,  and  infen- 
fibly,  into  the  obligation  of  an  oath.  Her  ad- 
drefs  had  its  effedt :  and  the  king,  to  convince 
her  of  the  integrity  of  his  intentions,  imme 
diately  anfwercd,  As  the  Lord  liveth,  there Jhall 
not  one  hair  of  thy  j on  fall  to  the  earth. 

HAVING  gained  this  point,  fhe  then  begged 
leave  to  fay  one  word.  And,  having  obtained 
permiffion,  fhe  immediately  proceeded  to  ex- 
poftulate  with  the  king,  upon  his  own  conduft, 
and  unkindnefs  to  the  people  of  GOD,  in  not 
pardoning  his  own  fon,  and  bringing  him  back 
from  exile.  His  mercy  to  her  fon,  made  him 
lelf-condemned  in  relation  to  his  own  5  whofe 
killing  his  brother  was,  in  many  rcfpefts,  more 
cxcufable.  She  then  added  a  very  natural  and 

feafonable  reflexion That  death  was    the 

common 
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common  lot  of  all  men  5  fome  by  one  means, 
and  fome  by  another:  That,  in  that  ftate,  we 
are  like  water  jpilt  upon  the  ground,  which  cannot 
be  gathered:  That  GOD,  if  he  pleafed,  could 
ftrike  the  offender  dead,  but  inafmuch  as  he 
did  not,  it  was,  becaufe  he  would  leave  room 
for  mercy  :  That  he  had  devifed  means  in  his 
own  law,  to  arreft  the  avenger  of  blood  5  and,  in, 
his  appointed  time,  to  recal  the  man-flayer  from 
his  exile,  in  the  city  of  refuge*. 

BUT  here,  apprehending  fhe  might  have 
gone  too  far,  and  made  too  free  with  majefty, 
in  expostulating  fo  plainly  upon  a  point  of  fuch 
importance,  fhe  excufed  this  prefumption,  from 
the  force  put  upon  her  by  her  people  5  who  had 
fo  feverely  threatened  her,  that,  in  this  extre 
mity,  fhe  plainly  faw  fhe  had  no  refource,  or 
hope  of  relief,  but  in  laying  her  fon's  cafe  before 
the  king:  which  fhe,  confiding  in  his  majefty 's 
mercy,  and  alluring  herfelf,  that  he  would  hear 
her  with  his  wonted  patience  and  clemency,  at 
length  adventured  to  do ;  hoping  that  it  might 
be  a  means  of  laving  both  herfelf,  and  her  fon, 
from  being  dcftroyed  out  of  the  inheritance  of 
GOD  5  infinuating,  that  her  own  life  was  wrapt 
up  in  his. 

TH  E  king,  obferving  the  uncommon  art  and 
dexterity  of  her  addrefs,  in  the  management  of 
this  affair,  immediately  began  to  fufpeci,  that 
it  was  a  thing  concerted  between  her  and  Joab. 
And  previoufly  charging  her  not  to  hide  it  from 

*  Where  he  was  to  continue  to  the  death  of  the  high-prieft, 
Kumb.  xxxv.  25. 

6  him. 
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him,  he  putthe  queftion  diredly  to  her;  Ismt 
tlje  hand  of  Joab  with  tbee  in  all  this  ?  And  the 
'woman,  not  daring  to  difguife  the  matter  any 
farther,  anfwered,  and  J aid,  As  thy  foul  liveth, 
my  lord  the  king,  none  can  turn  to  the  right-hand, 
or  to  the  left,  from  ought  that  my  lord  the  king 
hath  fpoken :  for  thy  fervant  Joab  he  bad  me,  and 
he  put  all  thefe  'words  in  the  mouth  of  thy  hand 
maid :  to  fetch  about  this  form  cffpeech,  hath  thy 
fervant  Joab  done  this  thing  :  and  mv  lord  is  wife, 
according  to  the  wifdom  of  an  angel  of  God,  to 
know  all  things  that  are  in  the  earth. 

THEN  the  king,  turning  to  Joab,  ( who  was 
all  this  while  in  theprefencc)  ordered  him  to 
go  for  his  fon,  and  bring  him  home.  And  the 
king  faid  unto  Joab,  Behold,  now  I  have  done 
this  thing :  go  therefore,  bring  the  young  man  Ab- 
falom  again. 

I  AM  fenfiblc,  that  the  Jews  are  generally 
confidered  as  an  illiterate,  barbarous  people  5 
and  the  charge  is  fo  far  juft,  that  they  defpifed 
the  learning  of  other  nations :  but  this  by  no 
means  infers  them  either  ignorant  or  barbarous. 
I  own  they  appear  to  me  in  a  very  different 
light :  and  although  I  fhall  not  now  infift,  that 
the  Bible  is  the  fountain-head  of  all  true  polite- 
nefs,  and  what  is  properly  called  good-breeding 
among  mankind,  (as  I  am  well  fatisfied  it  is) 
yet  I  will  venture  to  declare,  that  the  fingle  de- 
iign  and  addrefs  of  this  device,  now  recounted, 
are  fufficient  proofs  ( if  there  were  no  other)  tQ 
evince  this  people  neither  impolite,  nor  unin 
formed. 

Bur 
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BUT  to  proceed 

WHEN  David  confented  to  recal  Abjalom, 
and  appointed  Joab  to  conduct  him  home,  Joah 
bowed  himfelf  down  to  the  earth  5  and  thanked 
him,  as  for  the  grcateft  obligation  his  majelly 
could  confer  upon  him  :  To-day  thy  jervant  know- 
etb,  that  I  have  found  grace  in  thy  fight  ^  my  lord, 
0  king,  in  that  the  king  hath  fulfilled  the  requeft 
ofhisjervant',  placing  that  obligation  intirely  to 
his  own  fcore,  which,  he  knew,  was  the  greateft 
he  could  lay  upon  his  mailer.  A  refinement  of 
flattery,  and  addrefs,  not  cafily  equalled ! 

WHEN  this  was  done,  Joab,  faith  the  text, 
arofe,  and  went  to  Geftur,  and  brought  Abjalom 
to  Jerufalem,  well  plcafed,  we  may  be  afllired, 
to  be  at  once  the  mcilcnger  of  his  prince's 
mercy  to  the  heir  apparent  of  his  crown,  and 
the  inftrument  of  their  reconciliation  :  which 
could  not  fail  to  fccure  him  a  prcfent  fund  of 
favour  with  the  father ;  and  an  equal  fund,  in 
rcverfion,  with  the  ion.  But  however,  altho' 
the  king  fo  far  forgave  Abjalo/n,  as  to  recal  him 
from  exile  ;  yet,  when  he  returned,  he  ordered 
him  to  be  taken  dircdly  to  his  own  houfe,  and 
forbad  him  to  fee  his  face.  And  Abfahm  con 
tinued  thus  for  two  whole  years  in  Jerusalem, 
without  being  once  admitted  into  his  father's 
prefence.  A  difcountenance,  and  a  rebuke,  at 
leaft,  little  enough,  to  fignify  the  king's  abhor 
rence  of  his  late  cruel  revenge  upon  his  brother; 
and,  in  all  appearance,  not  more  than  was  nc- 
celTary,  to  mortify  his  pride,  and  reprcfs  his 
popularity  5  which  now,  in  all  probability,  be 
gan 
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gan  to  blaze  out,  upon  the  news  of  his  recon 
ciliation  to  his  father.  And  this  I  apprehend  to 
be  the  reafon,  why  the  facred  hiftorian  fubjoins 
to  this  account  of  the  king's  difcountenance,  a 
particular  defcription  of  Abfaloms  beauty  ; 
which  is  a  natural  and  common  foundation  of 
popularity:  and  then  adds  an  account  of  his 
having  three  fons,  and  one  fair  daughter,  (whom 
he  named  after  his  unhappy  fitter  T^amar)  which 
was  alfo  another  fountain  of  pride,  popularity, 
and  prefumption. 

His  beauty  is  thus  celebrated;  That,  in  all 
Ifrael,  there  was  none  to  be  fo  much  praifed, 
upon  that  fcore :  and  that  it  was  without  alloy, 
or  abatement,  from  any  imperfection :  that  from 
thefole  of  bis  foot,  to  the  crown  of  his  head,  there 
<was  no  blemijh  in  him.  There  is  no  particular 
mentioned,  befides  his  hair :  and  the  beauty  of 
that  is  only  implied  in  its  quantity  5  which  was 
indeed  prodigious!  weighing,  upon  the  lowed 
computation,  at  lead  three  pounds  :  which  might 
be  eafily  eftimated,  by  weighing  what  was  cut 
off,  in  his  annual  polling,  (for  we  are  told  he 
polled  it  annually  on  account  of  its  exceflive 
weight)  and  examining,  what  proportion  that 
bore,  to  what  remained.  And  although  a  good 
deal  of  this  may  be  accounted  for,  both  from 
the  ufage  of  long  hair,  and  the  great  quantity 
of  oyl,  then  in  ufe,  which  added  both  to  the 
growth  and  weight ;  yet  it  is  evident  from  the 
text,  that  there  muft  have  been  fomething  in  it, 
accounted  very  fijngular,  even  at  that  time. 

ABSA- 
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ABSALOM  had,  it  muft  be  owned,  a  very 
ftngular  excellence  of  form ;  but  with  that,  no 
thing  truly  eftimable,  that  we  know  of.  His 
character  feems  nearly  allied  to  that  of  Aurelia 
Oreftilla,  mentioned  by  Salluft,  who  had  nothing 
praife  worthy  about  her,  be  fides  her  beauty. 

THIS  vai'n  young  man,  weary  with  being  fo 
long  detained  in  that  confinement  and  obfcu- 
rity,  fo  mortifying  to  his  pride,  and  fo  un 
friendly  to  his  popularity,  fent  a  meflenger  to 
Joab,  to  defire  to  fpeak  with  him  5  in  order  to 
prevail  upon  him,  to  folicit  his  interceffion 
with  the  king,  to  be  admitted  to  his  prefence. 
And,  on  his  not  coming  upon  the  firft  mefTagc, 
he  fent  a  fccond.  And  when  he  found  no  bet 
ter  fuccefs  from  his  fecond  meflagc,  he  ordered 
his  fervants  to  fet  a  field  of  barley,  which  Joab 
had  contiguous  to  his  own,  on  fire ,  and  they 
did  accordingly :  which  Joab  refenting,  went 
immediately  to  expostulate  with  him,  upon  the 

injury  done  him Abjalom  anfwered,  That, 

finding  the  meflages  he  had  fent  him,  ineffec 
tual,  he  took  that  method  to  bring  him  to  him;, 
and  gain  an  opportunity  of  fending  him  to  the 
king,  to  intercede  for  penniilion  to  be  admitted 
to  his  prefence.  For  if  that  could  not  be  ob 
tained,  To  what  purpofe  was  it  for  him  to 
return  from  Gefaur?  He  might  as  well  have 
continued  there  in  exile  dill.  In  ihort,  he  in- 
fitted  with  Joaby  that  he  muft  fee  the  king,  at 
any  rate  :  Now  therefore*  faith  he,  let  me  fee  the 
king's  face -9  and  if  there  be  any  iniquity  in  me, 
let  him  kill  me.  His  impetuofity  prevailed  :  Joab 

was 
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was  once  more  fent  to  intercede  with  the  king 
for  him:  his  interceffion  fucceeded,  and -^/i- 
lorn  was  admitted  to  the  royal  prefencc,  where 
he  did  obcifance,  humbling  himfelf  before  the 
king,  with,  his  face  to  the  ground.  And  the 
king  was  reconciled,  and  kitted  him. 

THE  reader,  little  vcrfed  in  courts,  is  apt  to 
be  furprifcd,  ( as  at  firft  fight  I  own  I  was)  to  fee 
Joab  fo  zealous  to  get  Abfalom  recalled  from 
exile,  and  to  obferve  him  afterwards  fo  cold  and 
indifferent,  to  have  him  re-cftablifhed  in  his  fa 
ther's  favour. 

THE  truth  is,  when  Joab  had  greatly  grati 
fied  the  king,  and  gained  credit  with  him,  by 
bringing  back  Abfalom  to  Jerufalem^  he  had 
little  rcafon,  as  a  minifter,  to  be  folicitous  to 
bring  him  about  the  king's  pcrfon,  and  reftore 
him  to  full  favour  5  becaufe,  in  that  cafe,  he 
might  naturally  apprehend,  that  Abfalom  s  in- 
tereft  with  his  father  might  impair  his  own. 
This  the  young  man's  ambition  could  but  ill 
endure  5  and  therefore  he  took  this  extraordi 
nary  ftcp,  to  be  let  right  with  his  father.  A  (kp, 
which  (hewed  him  determined  to  go  any 
lengths,  rather  than  fall  fhort  of  his  ambitious 
aims.  He  that  could  fct  his  friend's  field  on  fire, 
barely  to  be  admitted  to  court,  would  little  fcru- 
ple  to  fet  his  country  in  a  flame,  (if  I  may  be 
allowed  the  cxpreffion)  to  be  raifed  to  a  crown  : 
altho',  poflibly,  this  injury  to  Joab  might  have 
been,  in  fome  meafure,  an  artifice,  to  prevent  the 
king's  fufpicion  of  their  combination,  and  J cab's 


tgo  great  attachment  to  the  intereftof  his  fen. 


As 
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As  to  Abfaloms  rcfolution  of  being  brought 

to  the  king,  even  at  the  hazard  of  his  life  5  it 

feems  to  be  much  lefs  the  effect  of  fortitude, 

than  prefumption  upon  his   father's  fondnefs. 

Amnoris  moft   heinous  injury  to  Tamar,  being 

irreparable,   well  deferved  death.  And  Abfalom 

well  knew,   his  father  would  not  be  extreme, 

for  punifhing  it,  as  it  deferved,  out  of  form. 

The  provocation  was  too  grievous,  not  to  excufe 

great  irregularity  in  revenging  it,  efpecially  not 

to  excufe  it,  in  a  fon,  fo  exceedingly  beloved. 

And  therefore  Abfalom  might  fafely  offer  him- 

felf  as  a  vi&im  to  his  father's  vengeance,  fecure 

not  to  be  facrificed  to  it. 

\  CHAP.     VII. 

DAVID  falls  fick  about  this  time.  A 
Digreflion,  Jhewing,  that  his  Diftem- 
per  was,  probably ',  the  Small-pox. 

THAT  David,  at  fome  part  of  his  life,  was 
affli&ed  with  a  grievous  diftemper,  which 
he  confidered  as  the  chaftifcmcnt  of  GOD  upon 
him  for  his  fins,  feems  fufficiently  evident  from 
many  paffages  in  his  Pfalms,  particularly  xxxviii*. 
xxxix.  xl.  and  xli  f .  That  this  calamity  fell  upon 

*  O  Lord,  rebuke  me  not  in  thy  'wrath,  neither  chaften  me  in  thy 

hot  difpleafure. 

Ver.  2.  For  thine  arrows  Jlick  fajt  in  me,  and  thy  hand  pre/eth 
me  fore. 

f  Ver.  4.  1  /aid,  Lord,  le  merciful  to  me:  heal my  foul ',  for \ 
4  na<ve  finned  againft  thee. 

VOL.  II.  L  him 
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him  about  the  time  that  a  dangerous  and  rebel 
lious  confpiracy  was  formed  againft  him,  appears 
from  the  fame  Pfalms.  And  forafmuch  as  we 
hear  of  no  more  than  one  confpiracy  of  that  kind 
formed  againft  him,  it  follows,  that  his  ficknefs 
fell  upon  him  about  this  time.  And  that  his 
diftemper  was  that  which  is  now  known  to  us, 
under  the  name  of  the  j rmall-pox,  is  (as  I  con 
ceive)  very  probable,  from  the  fame  Pfalms. 

PSAL.  xxxviii.  3.  There  is  no  foundnefs  in  my 
flejh,  &c. 

5*.  My  wounds  ftink,  and  are  corrupt. 

7.  My  loins  are  filled  with  a  fore  difeafe  ( He 
was  affiifted  with  violent  pains  in  his  back,  or 
perhaps  the  weight  of  the  diftemper  fell  upon 
thofe  parts ) :  and  there  is  nofoundnefs  in  myfejl\ 
.  8.  /  am  feeble  and  fore  broken. 

10.  As  for  the  light  of  mine  eyes,  it  alfo  is  gone 
from  me. 

1 1.  My  lovers  and  friends  ft  and  aloof  from  my 
fore^  and  my  kinfmen  tland  afar  off] 

PSAL.  xxxix.  ii.  When  thou  with  rebukes  do/I 
correffi  man  for  iniquity ',  tbou  makeji  his  beauty  to 
confume  away,  like  a  moth,  fretting  a  garment. 

Now,  I  apprehend,  that  there  is  no  other 
diftemper,  in  which  all  thefe  characters,  univerfal 
forenefs,  and  unfoundnefs  of  the  flefii,  corrup 
tion,  ftench,  temporary  blindnefs,  ( for  fuch  Da- 
'Did'-s  was )  and  lofs  of  beauty,  are  at  once  united, 
except  the  /mall-pox  :  particularly  that  lofs  of 
beauty  which  is  caufed  by  reducing  the  skin  into 
the  condition  of  a  garment  fretted  by  moths. 
And  furely,  never  was  diftemper  characterized 
2  by 
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by  a  clearer  or  more  beautiful  allufion  and  image, 
than  t^iis. 

THIS  will  alfo  be  confirmed,  by  considering 
that  this  was  Job's  diftemper ;  and  that  JJavtd 
found  himfelf  in  the  fame  condition  with  Job. 

THAT  this  was  Job's  diftemper,  ( fuppofing 
it  of  the  number  of  thofe  known  to  us)  is  appa 
rently  clear,  from  that  fingle  character  of  <t$  that 
he  wzsfmitten  with  boils,  from  thefole  of  bis  foot 
unto  his  crown  *.  The  fame  thing  is  alfo  appa 
rently  clear,  from  another  paflage,  Job  xix.  20. 
/  am  ejcaped  with  the  skin  of  my  teeth.  His  di£ 
eafe  had  (tripped  off  all  the  reft  of  his  skin,  even 
that  on  the  infide  of  his  mouth;  which  fuffici- 
ently  confirms  it  to  have  been  the  [mall-pox. 

IN  this  diftemper  Job  complains f,  that  GOD 
had  made  him  to  be  forfakcn  of  his  companions 
and  friends;  that  he  compafied  him  with  his 
archers,  tore  his  reins,  and  blinded  his  eyes- — - 
My  skin  is  broken,  and  become  loathfome  § ;  he, 
( that  is,  man )  as  a  rotten  thing,  confumeth,  as  a 
garment  that  is  moth-eaten.  "Thou  haft  made  de- 
folate  all  my  company  t.  My  friends  /corn  me  If. 

*/  •/  J.          •/      *  •/    «./  «/  II 

His  archers  compafs  me  round  about.     He  cleaveth 

my  reins  aj under My  reins  be  confumed  within 

me :  he  breaketh  me  with  breach  upon  breach.     On 
my  eye-lids  is  the  Jhadow  of  death**.     There  are 

*  Job  ii.  7.  f  Ibid.  xvi.  7,  &c.  §  Ibid.  vii.  5. 

J  Ibid.  xvi.  7.  |j  Ibid.  ver.  20. 

**  Now,  befides  the  poetic  beauty  of  this  expreffion,  there  is  alfo 
a  propriety  in  it,  every  way  expreflive  of  his  condition  in  the/maM- 
pox  ;  which  deferves  carefully  to  be  attended  to.  The  blindnefs 
was  not  from  any  defect  or  diftemper  in  his  eyes,  but  from  the 
clofing  of  his  eye-lids. 

L  2  other 
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other  circumftances  (befides  thefe  laft- mentioned) 
to  prove  this  to  have  been  yob's  cliflemper  5  but 
as  my  purpofe  in  recounting  thefe,  was  only  to 
fiiew,  that  David's  diftemper  was  the  fame  with 
his,  I  therefore  recounted  thofe  only  in  which 
they  both  agreed. 

Now  the  reader  will  find  every  one  of  thefe 
complaints,  from  the  mouth  of  David,  in  the 
paffages  now  quoted,  and  referred  to  :  and  there 
fore  I  think  it  clear,  that  his  difeafe  was  the 
fame  with  Job's;  that  is,  that  it  was  (probably) 
ihejmatt'poxt  confequcntly,  not  that  diftemper 
which  the  libertine  world  would  infinuate. 

THE  fame  thing  appears  alfo,  as  I  apprehend,, 
from  fome  of  thofe  Pjalms  which  David  wrote 
upon  his  recovery*.  Thus,  in  Pfalm  ciii.  he 
blelTes  GOD,  who  healed  all  his  difeafes,  that  his 
youth  was  renewed  like  the  eagle's.  Now  it  is  ge 
nerally  understood  of  the  eagle,  that  when  his 
feathers  molt,  and  fall  off  gradually,  and  new 
ones  fucceed,  his  youth  is  renewed  with  his  plu 
mage  f.  Which  carries  no  unapt  or  unnatural 

*  Thefe,  as  I  apprehend,  are  four  in  all :  Pfalm  xxx.  ciii.  cxvk 
and  cxlvi. 

•f-  Now  I  am  well  allured,  that  thefe  feathers  fall  by  pairs,  one 
in  each  wing  j  and  that  thofe  which  fall  at  once,  are  the  two  fea 
thers  exactly  correCponding  to  each  other,  in  each  wing ;  and  that 
this  pair  is  renewed  by  a  new  growth,  before  the  next  pair  falls.  A 
plain  appointment  of  providential  wifdom  and  goodnefs !  for  by 
thus  preferving  the  exaft  balance  of  the  wings,  which  a  very  little 
inequality  ( the  difference  of  lefs  than  half  a  feather )  in  either 
would  deftroy,  the  eagle  is  never  utterly  difabled  from  purfuing  his 
prey  ;  though  it  be  evident  he  cannot  purfue  it  with  full  vigour, 
till  all  his  feathers  be  renewed  ;  and  therefore  his  youth  is  then  fai<i 
to  be  reitored. 

allufion 
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allulion  to  a  man,  whofe  old  skin,  rough  and 
fcaled  with  thcfma/I-pox.,  falls  off  piecemeal,  and 
is  fucceeded  by  another,  fmooth  and  youthful : 
although  I  am  inclined  to  believe  from  the  text, 
that  it  may  alfo  carry  another  alluiion. 

COMMENTATORS,  in  their  comments  upon 
this  text,  quote  St.  Auguflin,  and  St.  Epiphaniusy 
as  aflerting,  that  when  the  eagle  grows  old,  and 
that  crooked,  incrufted  fubftance  of  his  bill  in- 
creares  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  he  cannot  eat,  he 
{hikes  his  bill  againlt.  a  rock,  till  he  beats  off  his 
excefs  of  beak,  and  is  again  in  a  condition  to 
take  food  j  by  which  his  ftrength  is  renewed, 
and  with  that,  apparently,  his  youth.  Now  (if. 
lam  rightly  informed)  it  is  no  uncommon  cafe,  in 
the  fmall+poX)  for  men  to  have  their  mouths  fo 
included  with  it,  that  they  are  utterly  incapable 
of  taking  any  food,  or  any  fuftenance,  but  from 
liquids,  and  that  with  great  difficulty  :  but,  when 
that  incruftation  falls  off,  they  are  then  in  a  con 
dition  to  take  proper  nourifhment  5  by  which 
their  ftrength  is  reftored.  And  if  that  was  Da 
vid's  cafe,  then  is  the  beauty  and  propriety  of  the 
allufion  in  the  text,  fufficiently  evident.  For 
then  might  he  truly  fay  of  his  GOD,  who  fatisfied 
thy  mouth  'with  good  things,  Jo  that  thy  youth  is  re 
newed  like  the  eagle  s. 

THAT  David's  diftemper  was  the  fmall-poxy 
is,  I  think,  again  confirmed  from  another  Pfalm ; 
written  alfo  in  thankfgiving  for  his  recovery  :  I 
mean  the  cxlvith. 

L  E  T  it  then  be  previoufly  obferved,  that  a 

man,  confined  to  his  bed  by  ficknefs,  may  very 

L  3  properly 
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properly  be  coniidered  as  a  prifoner ;  and,  confc- 
quently,  his  recovery  may  be  confidered  as  a 
reftoration  to  freedom.  Now  fuppofe  a  man 
recovered  from  the  jmall-pox,  in  which  he  was 
blind  and  hungry  $  under  an  incapacity  of  eating, 
for  fome  time,  in  what  words  could  that  man 
morr  naturally  celebrate  the  goodnefs  of  GOD 
to  him,  than  in  thofe  of  David,  in  this  Pfalm? 
Ver.  I.  Praije  the  Lord,  O  my  foul.  Ver.  2. 
While  1  live>  will  Tpraije  the  Lord,  6cc.  Ver.  7. 
Which  exccutetb  judgment  for  the  opprefjed,  which 
giveth  food  to  the  hungry  :  the  Lord  loojeth  the  pri- 
J oners.  Ver.  8 .  The  Lord  opemth  the  eyes  of  the 
blind-,  the  Lord  raijeth  them  that  are  bowed  down. 

THE  reader  will  pleafe  to  obferve,  that  the 
cxpreilion  of  opening  the  eyes  of  the  blind  *,  very 
naturally  points  out  the  condition  of  a  man  re 
covered  from  the  f mall- pox  -,  whofe  blindncfs 
arofe,  like  Job's,  not  from  any  defect  or  diftem- 
per  in  his  eyes;  but  from  their  being  fhut  up,  by 
the  clofing  of  his  eye~iids-j~. 

THE  fame  thing  is,  I  think*,  yet  further  con- 
firmed>  from  the  accounts  which  David  himfeif 
hath  left  us,  of  the  conipiracy  formed  againft  him 
in  his  fickneis,  in  the  thirty-eighth  and  forty-firft 
Pfalm^  Now  I  will  venture  to  fay,  that  there 
is  no  ficknefs  incident  to  man,  in  which  a  con- 

*  This  fingle  circumflance  fufficiently  evinces  Davitfs  diflemper 
not  to  have  been  that  other  infe&ion,  whofe  blindnefs  is  not  tempo 
rary. 

-j-  I  know  the  expreffion  is  ufed  in  the  gofpel,  in  relation  to  our 
Saviour's  miraculous  cure  of  blindnefs :  but  there  is  no  reafon  to 
believe,  that  any  fuch  cure  was  wrought  in  the  days  of  David. 

fpiracy 
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fpiracy  could  be  more  naturally  encouraged,  and 
yet,  at  the  fame  time,  fo  effc&ually  difcovered  to 
the  perfon  concerned,  as  the  fma//-pox,  of  the 
confluent  kind,  in  which  the  patient  is  often  ob- 
ferved  to  lie,  for  fome  days,  feemingly  fpeechlefs, 
and  utterly  infenfiblc ;  and  yet,  in  reality,  is  fome- 
times  icnfible  and  intelligent. 

I  HAVE  often  heard  a  man  of  known  veracity 
(yet  living)  affirm,  that  he  very  well  remembers 
himfelf  in  that  very  condition,  under  that  evil 
difeafe,  in  which  he  frequently  heard  himfelf 
pronounced  fpeechlefs,  infenfible,  and  pad  all 
hopes  of  recovery ;  under  this  very  Singular  and 
happy  circumftance,  that  he  had  a  thorough  con 
tempt  of  the  ignorance  and  ftupidity  of  all  who 
pronounced  him  in  that  (late. 

Now  David  fays  of  himfelf,  in  his  diftemper, 
Pfal  xli.  ver.  f.  Mine  enemies  fpeak  evil  of  me : 
Whenjhall  he  die^  and  his  name  perijh  ? 

6.  And  if  he  come  to  fee  me,  hefpeaketh  vanity : 
and  his  heart  concetveth  faljhood  within  himfelf -y 
and  'when  he  cometh  forth,  he  telleth  it. 

7.  All  mine  enemies  whifper  together  again/I  me : 
even  againft  me  do  they  imagine  this  evil. 

8.  An  evil  difeafe -,  fay  they,  cleaveth  faft  unto 
him ;  and  now  that  he  liethy  he  fiall  rife  up  no 
more  *. 

HERE  we  fee,  they  whifpered,  and  pro 
nounced  the  fentence  of  death  upon  him  5  ima- 

*  Some  have  imagined,  that  Da<vitTs,  diftemper  was  the  leprojy  » 
but  they  forget,  that,  in  that  cafe,  he  mult  have  been  depofed,  as 
Vzziah  the  greatelt  of  his  fuccefibrs  was,  and  mut  up  in  zfeveral- 
houfe,  where  lie  remained  for  many  years,  to  the  day  of  his  death. 

L  4  gining, 
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gining,  that  he  neither  obferved  nor  heard  them  ; 
though  in  reality  he  did  both.  But  the  fame 
thing  is  yet  more  clearly  and  inconteftably  fet 
forth  in  Pjalm  xxxviii.  ver.  12. 

They  aljo  that  J ought  after  my  life,   laid  fnares 
for  me :  and  they  that  'went  about  to  do  me  evil, 
talked  of  wickednefs,  and  imagined  deceit,  all  the 
day  long. 

13.  As  for  me,  I  was  like  a  deaf  man,  and  heard 
not ;  and  as  one  that  is  dumb,  IV/JQ  doth  not  open 
his  mouth* 

14.  /  became  even  as  a  man  that  heareth  not^ 
and  in  <whofe  mouth  are  no  reproofs. 

FROM  all  thefe  fymptoms  and  circumftances, 
now  recounted,  all  which  unite  and  combine  in 
the  /mall-pox,  and  in  no  other  diftemper,  that 
we  know  of,  I  think  we  may  fairly  conclude, 
that  this  was  the  evil  diftemper  under  which 
David  laboured;,  when  a  dangerous  domeftic 
confpiracy  was  formed  againft  him*.  What 

that 

*  I  am  well  aware  of  a  ftrong  objection,  that  lies  againft  this 
account ;  <viz.  That  the  fmall-pox  was  not  known  in  the  world  till 
about  eleven  hundred  years  ago.  I  anfwer.  That  neither  was  the 
other  infection,  charged  upon  him,  known  in  the  world  till  much 
later  j  and  therefore,  if  this  objection  be  ftrong  againft  the  fmall- 
pox,  it  is  much  ftronger  againft  the  other. 

I  mail  only  add,  That  the  hillory  of  this  diftemper,  in  the  ac 
counts  left  us  of  Job  and  David,  might  have  been  a  very  proper 
trial  of  faith,  in  thofe  ages,  where  no  fuch  diitemper  was  known  ; 
as  it  is  now  a  juft  confirmation  of  our  faith,  and  a  rational  ground 
for  believing  the  truth  of  thefe  hiilories,  which  relate  events,  now 
ordinary  and  indifputable  ;  which  yet,  for  many  ages,  were  credi 
ble  only  to  that  faith,  which  is  the  evidence  of  things  not  feen, 
becaufe  altogether  extraordinary  and  inexplicable.  But  it  is  ob- 
jecled,  that  DawicCs  diftemper  is  characterized  by  many  fymptoms 
and  circumftances,  which  cannot  be  referred  to  the  fmall-pox;  par 
ticularly, 
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that  confpiracy  was,  (for  we  hear  only  of  one) 
and  how  it  was  carried  on,  will  be  feen  in  the 
next  chapter. 

WHEN  I  had  proceeded  thus  far,  I  judged  it 
proper  to  fubmit  this  diflertation  to  the  perufal 
of  a  very  learned  and  judicious  phyfician,  whofe 
candour  I  relied  upon,  to  be  informed,  whether 
any  objection  lay  againft  this  account  of  Job's 
and  David's  diftemper,  befides  thofe  mentioned 
in  the  lad  notes.  His  anfwer  was,  That  he  ap 
prehended,  if  Job's  diftemper  was  not  altogether 
fupcrnatural,  that  it  might  be  the  elephantlafis ; 
and  referred  me,  for  further  information,  to 
Areteuss  account  of  that  diftemper :  which  ac 
cordingly  I  have  considered  with  all  the  care  I 
could,  and  find,  there  are  many  fymptoms  in 

ticularly,  pains  in  the  bones,  and  ulcers  in  the  loins.  I  anfwer, 
That  diltempers  are  often  complicated,  perhaps  beyond  any  thing 
that  can  well  be  computed,  either  from  the  principles  of  phyfic, 
pr  the  obfervations  of  phyficians.  David  had  undergone  great 
hardlhips  in  his  youth  ;  had  lain  long  and  often  in  camps  and  caves ; 
and  it  is  no  uncommon  thing,  with  men  of  that  character,  to  feel 
pains  and  aches  in  their  bones,  in  their  advanced  years ;  and  it  is 
pofiible,  that  thefe  pains  and  aches  might  have  been  attended  with 
ulcers  in  his  kidneys.  The  fame  effects  might  poflibly  arife  from 
many  other  caufes,  which  I  cannot  pretend  to  determine  or  pro 
nounce  upon. 

But  it  is  objected,  That  D^i'/Vfpeaks  of  his  ficknefs  in  the  pre- 
fent  tenfe,  as  if  he  wrote  his  Pfalms  when  he  was  actually  under 
it  j  which  was  impcffible  to  be  done  in  thefnta//-pox. 

I  anfwer,  That  no  licence  is  more  familiar  to  poets,  than  fpeak- 

ing  of  things  pair,  in   the  prefent  tenfe ;  efpecially  when  the  de- 

fcription  is  enlivened,  as  it  very  often  is,  by  fo  doing.     And  I 

*t.,ink,  there  is  a  particular  beauty  in  defcribing  diftempers  in  that 

manner;  becaufe  it  makes  the  diftrefs  prefent  to  the  reader. 

Befides  that  feveral  paffages  in  the  thirty-eighth  Pfalm  plainly  refer 
10  a  time  pail ;  particularly  the  1 1  th,  1 2th,  and  1 3th  verfes. 

which 
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which  thefe  difeafcs  agree ,    and  yet  they  are, 
upon  the  whole,  very  different. 

Tnvelephantiafis,  and  /mall-pox,  are  both  in- 
feftious  diftempcrs ;  and  men  often  fly  from 
their  nearcft  friends,  when  infeded  by  them  :  the 
body  is  fwelled,  and  the  skin  is  broken,  in  both, 
and  the  breath  tainted ;  and  both  are  attended, 
at  certain  periods,  with  intenfe  itchingsj  and 
both  are  vexed  with  difturbed  and  frightful  dreams 
(as  all  feveriih  difordcrs  are  ):  and  thcfma/1-pox 
is  fometimes  attended  with  a  difficulty  of  breath 
ing,  as  the  elephantiafa  always  is  with  a  kind  of 
ftrangling:  fo  far  they  agree.  But  here  they 
differ :  the  elepbantiafis  never  breaks  out  thro'  all 
the  skin  at  once,  as  thcffnall-pox  does  5  it  begins 
with  a  burning  in  the  bowels,  and  next  appears 
in  the  face,  which  it  fwells,  burnifhes,  and  bright 
ens  ;  and  from  the  moment  it  appears  there,  it 
is  abfolutcly  mortal,  nor  did  any  human  crea 
ture  ever  furvive  it.  In  the  elephantiafis,  the  eyes 
are  cloudy,  and  become  of  a  braiTy  colour;  and 
the  brows  fwelled,  and  let  down  over  the  eyes, 
like  thofe  of  an  angry  lion.  In  the  fmall-pox, 
the  eye-lids  are  clofed  and  conglutinated,  and 
the  eyes  not  clouded,  but  abfoiutely  darkened, 
as  Job's  were. 

I  N  the  elepbantiafis,  the  ibles  of  the  feet  are 
cracked,  but  no  boils  either  there,  or  on  the 
crown  of  the  head,  as  Job  had,  and  as  is  com 
mon  in  the  fmall-pox.  In  the  elephant iajis,  the* 
patients  are  flothful  and  ileepy,  from  the  begin 
ning  to  the  end :  Job's  diftcmper  was  ileeplefs 
and  reftlefs,  as  the J mall- fox  often  is. 

JOB'S 
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J  o  B'S  diftempcr  was  attended  with  vomiting, 
with  pains  in  his  back,  with  loathing  of  food, 
and  lofs  of  skin :  all  thefe  are  attendants  upon 
the  Jmall-poXy  but  unknown  to  the  elephantiafis. 

JOB  indeed  complains  of  wrinkles,  and  it  is 
certain,  that  the  elephantiafis  wrinkles  the  skin ; 
but  he  complains,  in  the  fame  breath,  of  being 
lean  and  withered  *  5  whereas,  in  the  elephantia 
fis,  there  is  an  univerfal  fwelling:  and  therefore 
it  is  reafonable  to  conclude,  that  this  leannefs, 
and  thefe  wrinkles  of  Job's,  were  the  efFe&s  of 
his  forrows,  antecedent  to  that  ficknefs,  with 
which  Satan  fmote  him. 

I  T  were  eafy  to  add  more  proofs  to  the  fame 
purpofcj  but,  I  hope,  thole  I  have  already  urged, 
will  be  thought  fufficicnt  to  evince,  that  Job's 
diiiemper  was  not  the  elephantiafis. 

To  conclude: 

As  rational  conjectures  are  oftentimes  ufeful 
inlets  to  knowledge,  the  candid  reader  will,  I 
hope,  be  indulgent  to  this,  in  relation  to  Da- 
tv'a  s  diftemper  5  which  I  am  far  from  obtruding 
as  a  truth :  for,  after  all,  poflibly  all  his  PJalms 
upon  this  head  may  be  no  more  than  figurative 
defcriptions  of  the  ftate  of  his  mind,  fick  with 
fin :  nor  is  this  fuppofttion  ill  grounded  upon  the 
4th  verfe  of  the  forty-firft  Pfalm,  before  referred 
to  :  Heal  my  foul f;  for  I  have  Jinned  againft  thee. 
And,  agreeably  to  this  way  of  thinking,  we  find 
fin  figured  out  to  us,  in  the  prophetic  ftyle,  under 
the  ideas  of  bruifes  and  wounds,  and  putrefying 
fores,  Ifa.  i.  6. 

*  Jobxvi.  8. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.     VIII. 

Abfalom  takes  the  Advantage  of  his  Fa 
ther's  Sicknefs)  to  form  a  Confpiracy 
again/I  him.  The  Methods  he  made 
ufe  of  to  delude  the  People  in  his  Fa 
vour. 

ABSALOM  had  not  been   long  reftored 
to  his  father's  favour,    before  his  pride 
and  popularity  broke  out  in  an  extraordinary 
manner. 

IT  is  fufficiently  evident,  from  fome  paffages 
in  this  hiftory,  that  David,  as  his  fons  grew  up, 
gave  each  of  them  fome  patrimony,  which  he 
left  to  their  own  management  ( it  was  not  then 
deemed  beneath  the  dignity  of  princes,  to  be 
early  initiated  in  all  the  patriarchal  arts  of  rural 
induftry).  Particularly  Abjalom^  we  know,  had 
flocks  and  fields  of  corn  ;  and  it  is  probable,  that 
his  wealth  increafed  in  his  exile  and  confinement : 
not  only  as  his  expences  might  be  kffened  on 
thefe  accounts,  but  alfo,  as  his  circumftances 
might  be  connderably  bettered,  by  prefents  from 
his  grandfather,  and  the  royal  family  at  Gefiur, 
who,  doubtlefs,  considered  him  as  the  heir  ap 
parent  to  the  crown  of  Ifrael\  and  accordingly 
encouraged  and  enabled  him  to  fupport  his  pre- 
tcnfions,  and  to  keep  up  a  port  fuitable  to  his 
dignity.  And  hence  it  was,  in  all  probability, 
that  when  he  was  received  into  favour,  he  fet  up 


a  mag- 
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a  magnificent  equipage,  prepared  him  chariots 
and  borfes,  and  a  retinue  of  no  lefs  than  fifty 
men,  to  run  before  him :  poflibly,  attendants,  in 
appearance  5  but,  in  effect,  guards. 

ABOUT  this  time,  I  apprehend,  it  was,  that 
David  fell  fick :  and  Abfalom,  taking  the  advan 
tage  of  that  infirm  and  diftreffed  condition,  to 
which  he  faw  him  reduced,  laid  the  foundation 
of  his  confpiracy,  or  rather  purfued  the  plan  of 
his  ambition,  concerted  at  Gejhur.  Which  pro 
bably,  at  firft,  meant  no  more  than  to  fecure  to 
himfclf  the  fucceilion  of  the  crown,  in  prefer 
ence  to  Solomon ;  for  whom  David  defigned  it. 
And,  feeing  the  king  reduced  fo  low  by  his  dif- 
temper,  that  his  life  was  defpaired  of  5  wicked 
as  he  was,  he  might  think  it  better  to  wait  the 
ifTue  of  it,  than  to  embrue  his  hands  in  his  fa 
ther's  blood.  And  there  is  no  doubt  but  the 
king,  who  ( as  we  have  feen  in  the  laft  chapter  ) 
difcovered  the  confpiracy  in  his  ficknefs,  took 
immediately  meafures  to  defeat  it,  as  foon  as  he 
found  himfelf  recovering.  Nor  is  it  impro 
bable,  that  he  difiembled  his  recovery  as  long 
as  he  could,  to  prevent  the  effects  of  his  fon's 
ambition  and  impetuofity,  who  fufficiently  ap 
pears,  from  the  forty-firft  Pfalm,  to  have  been 
determined  upon  his  father's  deftrucHon,  and 
fully  refolved  to  outdo  the  malignity  of  his 
difeafe,  and  cut  him  off,  if  that  fhould  fpare 
him.  For  thofe,  I  am  fatisfied,  are  Abfalom-  s 
own  words,  recorded  by  David  at  the  Sthverfe 
of  that  Pfalm  j  And  now  that  he  lieth,  he  /ball 
rife  up  no  more. 

IT 
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IT  muft  doubtlefs  have  been  matter  of  great 
furprize,  and  inexprefllble  affli&ion,  mDavidy 
to  find  the  two  men  in  the  world,  whom  he 
feems  to  have  moft  loved  and  confided  in,  com 
bining  againft  him,  and  compafllng  his  death  5 
Abfahm,  and  Ahitbophel,  his  fon,  and  his  coun- 
fellor.  And  both  of  thefe  are,  as  I  apprehend, 
fufficiently  and  clearly  characterized  in  the  laft- 
cited  PJalm:  the  vanity  and  lying  fpirit  of 
Abjalom  in  thefe  words,  (yer.  6.)  And  if  become 
to  fee  me,  he  Jpeaketh  vanity  :  his  heart  gather eth 
falfljood  within  himfelf:  'when  he  goeth  abroad^  he 
telleth  it :  and  the  treachery  of  Ahithophel  in 
thefe,  (ver.  9.)  Tea  mine  own  familiar  friend,  in 
'whom  1  trujhd)  'which  did  eat  of  my  bread>  hath 
lifted  up  his  heel  *  againft  me. 

HERE  we  fee  a  complaint,  not  only  of  truft 
betrayed,  but  the  rights  of  hofpitality  violated  : 
the  man  that  did  this,  had  eaten  of  his  bread  f. 

I  N  this  exigency  David  had  recourfe,  as  ufual, 
to  the  divine  mercy  and  protection,  crying  out, 
(ver.  loj  Thou,  O  Lordy  be  merciful  to  me,  and 
raife  me  up,  that  1  may  requite  them.  And,  find 
ing  their  devices  fo  far  defeated,  as  not  to  ter 
minate  in  his  immediate  deftrudion,  he  gra 
dually  gathered  hope  and  confidence  from  that 
delay  5  which  he  quickly  perceived,  not  to  have 
arifen  from  any  abatement  in  their  malignity, 

*  Query,  Whether  this  expreffion  might  not  have  given  ths 
firft  hint  of  the  fable  of  the  Afs  and  the  Sick  Lion  ? 

\  This  fhews  the  facred  regard  to  the  rights  of  hofpitality 
among  the  Jews,  prior  to  any  thing  we  hear  upon  that  head  in  the 
accounts  of  the  Heathen  world. 

but 
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but  from  the  interpofition  of  Providence  in  his 
behalf  (ver.n.)-,  By  this  /  know,  that  thou 
favour  eft  me,  becaufe  mine  enemy  doth  not  triumph 
over  me ;  and  as  for  me,  thou  upholdefl  me  in  mine 
integrity,  and  fetteft  me  before  thy  face  for  ever. 

IF  it  be  urged,  That  all  this  is  only  a  com 
ment  upon  a  PJalm,  not  grounded  upon  any 
hiftorical  relation;  I  anfwcr,  That  this  Pfalm 
is  plainly  hiftorical ;  is  confefiedly  written  by 
David,  and  pcrfonally  applied  to  himfelf  5  and 
confcqucntly  muft  refer  to  fome  circumftances 
of  his  life,  and  can  refer  to  no  other  but  thisj 
and,  when  applied  to  this,  gives,  as  I  apprehend, 
new  light  to  the  1  acred  hiftorian's  account  of 
Abfaloms  rebellion. 

Now  the  facred hiftorian  informs  us,  (2 Sam. 
xv.)  That  when  the  people  reforted  to  the  king 
for  juftice,  on  occafion  of  any  controverfy  which 
had  ariien  between  them,  Abfalom  was  early  up> 
and  intercepted  them  as  they  came  to  the  gate 
where  the  king's  tribunal  was  held  5  and,  as  they 
approached,  inquired  of  each  of  them,  What 
tribe,  city,  and  family  they  were  of,  that  he 
might  proportion  his  compliments  and  civilities 
according  to  their  quality,  and  confequcnce: 
carefled,  and  deluded  them  with  glofing  lyes: 
pretended  to  inquire  into  the  merit  of  their 
caufe ;  and  always  found  it  good  and  juft  :  fadly 
lamenting,  at  the  fame  time,  that  no  man  was 
deputed  of  the  king  to  hear  them  5  and  earneftly 
wifhing,  that  he  were  authorized,  and  in  capa 
city  of  doing  them  juftice: O  that  7  were 

made  judge  in  the  land,  that  every  man  which 

hath 
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bath  any  fult  or  caufe,  might  come  unto  me;  and 
I  'would  do  him  j uft ice  !  And  what  was  this,  in 
effecl:,  but  faying,  O  that  I  were  in  my  father's 

place,  I  would  do  juftice ! Plainly  infinuating, 

that  he  would  do  what  others  did  not. 

Now  we  learn  from  the  preceding  part  of 
this  hiftory,  that  David  was  wont  to  adminifler 
juftice  to  his  people  in  perfon:  Why  then  does 
Abfalom  lament,  that  no  one  was  deputed  of 
him,  to  hear  the  grievances  of  his  fubjeds*? 
The  reafon  is  plain,  from  the  forty-firft  Pfalm. 
The  king  was  fick,  and  could  not  attend  in 
perfon ;  and  the  people  knew  it :  othcrwife  Ab- 
Jaloms  calumny  would  naturally  have  been,  that 
the  king  was  grown  proud  and  haughty,  and 
above  his  bufmefs;  or  elfe,  old  and  indolent, 
and  negligent  of  his  fubjeds. 

Now,  is  it  to  be  believed,  that  Abfalom  could 
carry  on  this  train  of  delufion  and  lyes,  with  the 
people,  for  any  time,  without  the  king's  being 
informed  of  it  \  That  is  not  to  be  imagined : 
the  proceeding  was  too  public  to  be  concealed. 
Let  us  then  take  it  -for  granted,  that  the  king 
was  quickly  informed  of  it  5  and  found,  that  a 
fon,  who  vifited  him  conftantly  in  his  ficknefs, 
and  pretended  great  folicitude  for  his  health,  was 
at  the  fame  time  plotting  againft  him  5  deluding 
his  people  with  lyes,  to  his  disadvantage  5  and 
wifhing  to  be  in  his  place  5  which  was,  in  effect, 

*  It  muft  be  owned,  that  this  could  only  be  meant  of  fome  im 
portant  caufes  and  appeals,  referred  for  the  king's  hearing ;  for 
there  were  ordinary  judges  enough,  to  hear  the  ordinary  courfe  of 
caufes. 

wifhing 
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wifhing  him  dead.  How  could  he  more  na 
turally  exprefs  himfelf  upon  that  head,  on  fup- 
pofition  that  he  knew  all  this,  than  he  docs  in 
thefe  words  of  the  forty-fnit  P/alm,  (part  of 
which  hath  been  already  recited )  ver.  5.  Mine 
enemies  *fpeak  evil  of  me :  When  Jh  all  he  die,  and 
his  name  perifh? 

VER.  6.  And  if  he  come  to  fee  me y  he  jpeaketh 
vanity.  His  heart  conce  iveth  fa  I/hood  within  him 
felf:  'when  he  goeth  abroad,  he  telleth  it.  But 
fuppofe  the  king  in  health,  and  Abfaloms  crime 
no  more  than  that  of  (hutting  out  complainants 
from  his  prefence,  and  then  lamenting  his  ne- 
gled  of  adminiftring  juftice;  Could  there  be  a 
greater  villainy,  than  thus  to  abufe  his  father, 
and  his  prince,  in  his  nobleft  character,  of  doing 
juftice  and  judgment,  turning  his  mod  valuable 
talent,  and  higheft  merit,  as  a  monarch,  into 
the  mod  crying  guilt  a  governor  could  fall  into? 
How  execrable  is  ambition,  thus  building  itfclf 
upon  the  bafeft  ingratitude,  and  crueileft  ca 
lumny!  O  that  I  were  made  judge  in  the  land! 

exclaims  the  abandoned   miicreant.     Rare 

character  of  a  judge,  compounded  of  falfhood 
and  flattery,  infpiring  rebellion,  and  meditating 
parricde,  and  covering  his  ambition  under  the 
fpecious  guile  of  an  humble  familiarity!  He 
would  not  fiirTer  himfelf  to  be  adored,  as  his 
father  d:d;  but,  when  any  one  came  to  proftrate 

*  Here  we  fee  T)a<vid  fpeaks,  <uer.  5.  indefinitely,  of  his  enemies 
in  general,  being  loth  to  brand  a  favouric  fon  ;  but  yet,  in  the 
next  verfe,  he  limits  his  reflection  to  a  particular  perion,  who  cou'fd 
be  no  other  than  AbfaHam. 

VOL.  II.  M  him- 
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himfclf  before  him,  he  prevented  him  5  and,  be 
fore  he  could  reach  the  earth,  caught  him  in  his 
arms,  and  embraced  him :  When  any  one,  fays 
the  text,  came  nigh  to  him,  to  do  him  obeifance, 
be  put  forth  his  hand,  and  took  him,  and  kifled 
him:  rather  paying  court,  than  receiving  its  as, 
Tacitus  tells  us,  Otho  adored  the  people,  ftretched 
out  his  hands,  lavifhed  his  kiffes,  and  did  every 
thing  in  the  moft  fervile  manner,  for  the  fake 
of  fway.  And  in  this  manner ,  fays  the  facred 
hi  dorian,  did  Abfalom  to  all  Ifrael,  that  came  to 
the  king  for  judgment.  So  Abjalomjlole  the  beam 
of  the  men  of  Jfrael. 

ABSALOM  robbed  his  father  of  the  affec 
tions  of  his  people,  as  Cyrus  the  younger  did 
his  brother:  but  parents  are  more  indulgent, 
more  eafily  deluded,  and  induced  to  forgive, 
than  brethren  >  as  will  be  feen  in  the  fequel  of 
this  hiftory. 

IT  muft  be  owned,  that  Abfalom,  befides  his 
arts  of  popularity,  now  recited,  had  two  great 
natural  advantages;  which,  if  they  are  attended 
with  civility,  never  fail  to  win  the  affection  and 
veneration  of  the  vulgar ;  a  graceful  perfon,  and 
an  high  birth  5  being,  at  once,  remarkably  beau 
tiful,  and  royally  defcended,  both  by  his  father 
and  mother.  Befides  this,  Amnon,  his  elder 
brother,  was  dead  5  and  fo,  in  all  probability, 
was  Chileab)  inafmuch  as  we  hear  no  more  of 
him  5  and  Sclomon,  his  only  competitor  for  the 
crown,  was  yet  very  young.  His  father  was 
too  indulgent  to  him :  he  faw  him  affume  all 
the  ftatc  of  heir  apparent  to  the  crown;  yet 

took 
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took  no  meafurcs,  that  we  know  of,  to  corred 
his  folly,  or  reprefs  his  pride.  And  therefore  it 
was  not  unnatural,  that  they  who  favoured  Ab- 
Jalom,  fhould  prefume,  that  his  father  fecretly 
encouraged  what  he  did  not  openly  controul. 

THUS  did  David's  infirmities  concur,  in  ex 
ecuting  the  divine  decree,  of  raifing  up  evil  to 
him  out  of  his  own  houfe. 


CHAP.    IX. 

Abfalom  breaks  out  into  open  Rebellion^ 

and  AchitophelyW/w  him.     David  flies 

from  Jerufalem,  puts  up  his  Prayers 

to  GOD,  and  is  fupported  in  his 


WE  have  feen,  in  the  preceding  chapters, 
Abfalonis  intentions  of  rebelling  a- 
gainft  his  father  :  whole  unexpected  recovery, 
(under  the  influence  of  the  divine  favour  and 
protection)  in  all  probability,  broke  his  mca- 
fures  for  that  time;  and  made  him  poftpone 
his  wicked  purpofe.  Nor  can  it  be  imagined, 
but  that  David,  from  that  time,  kept  a  ftrider 
eye  over  him  :  fo  that  he  could  make  no  further 
progrcfs  in  his  evil  intentions.  In  the  mean. 
time,  his  popularity  had  all  the  field  he  could 
wiih  :  as  all  the  people  of  Ifrael  rcforted  to  Je- 
ru/alem  thrice  in  every  year,  on  the  three 
folemn  feftivals;  he  had  fo  often  an  opporcunity 
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of  paying  his  court,  and  infinuating  his  poifon, 
till  the  infection  fpread  through  the  whole  body 
of  the  realm;  and  wanted  nothing  but  a  fair 
occafion  to  difplay  itfelf  in  all  its  malignity : 
nor  was  this  wanting  long. 

THE  facred  hiftorian  informs  us,  that  Abfa- 
lorn.)  under  the  pretence  of  a  vow,  which  he 
had  made  at  Gejbur,  applied  to  his  father,  for 
leave  to  go  and  offer  iome  facrifices  at  Hebron^ 
that  antient  patriarchal  city,  and  place  of  his 
nativity.  Jofephus  tells  us,  that  this  was  done 
four  years  after  his  father's  reconciliation  to  him: 
which  plainly  fhews  this  to  have  been  the  read 
ing  in  the  text,  at  that  time :  as  it  alfo  was  in 
the  time  of  Theodoret,  and  ftill  is  in  the  Syrian 
and  Arabic  verfions,  and  many  antient  maim- 
fcripts  5  altho'  the  Hebrew  text  now  faith,  that 
this  came  to  pafs  after  forty  years-,  without  com 
puting  from  whence  they  began*. 

THE  nature  of  his  vow  is  thus  explained  by 
the  facred  hiftorian,  (  2  Sam.  xv.  8. )  who  tells 
us,  that  Abfalom  addreifcd  his  father  in  the  fol 
lowing  manner :  For  thy  fervant  vowed  a  vow, 
'while  I  abode  at  Gejlour  in  Syria,  faying^  If  the 
Lord  /hall  bring  me  again  indeed  to  yerujalem, 
then  1  will  ferue  the  Lord.  This  vow,  we  fee, 
is  exadly  conceived  in  the  piety  of  the  patriar 
chal  ftyle  ;  and  plainly  implies,  that  however  he 
\vas  tempted  by  his  grandfather  to  fcrvc  the 

*  Some  compute  thefe  forty  years  from  Davids  firft  anoint 
ment  to  the  crown  by  Samuel*  which  they  think  might  then  have 
been  made  ufe  of,  as  the  year  of  our  Lord  often  is  with  us,  without 
being  mentioned, 

gods 
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gods  of  Gefhur,  yet  he  continued  fteady  to  the 
true  religion,  and  determined  againft  idolatry: 
which  David,  we  may  aflure  ourfelves,  was 
highly  delighted  to  hear,  and  accordingly  gave 
a  ready  confent  to  the  performance  of  his  vow. 
But,  from  this  very  circumftance  of  Abjalom  s 
asking  and  obtaining  leave,  we  may  clearly  infer, 
that  L)avid  held  him,  at  this  time,  under  fome 
reftraint;  which  plainly  implies,  at  leaft,  fome 
fufpicion  of  him.  -The  fame  thing  is  alfo,  as  I 
apprehend,  fufficiently  evident,  from  the  com 
panions  which  Abjalom  took  with  him  to  Hebron^ 
\vhich  were  two  hundred  men  out  of  Jerufalem: 
whom  the  facred  hiflorian  acquits  of  being  any 
way  confcious  to  his  confpiracy  ;  confequently 
they  were  fuch  as  David  could  no  way  fufpeft. 
They  'went  in  their  Jimplicity^  faith  the  facred 
writer,  and  they  knew  not  any  thing.  Now,  there 
can  be  no  doubt,  but  that  Abjalom  would  much 
rather  have  taken  fome  of  thole  along  with  him, 
who  were  more  intimately  embarked  in  his  in- 
tereft;  but  that  he  knew  that  could  not  be 
done,  without  awakening  his  father's  jealoufy  5 
and,  perhaps,  defeating  his  whole  defign. 

THERE  is  no  doiubt  but  David  alfo  took 
proper  meafures  to  have  him  watched  at  He 
bron  :  but  Abfalom  fbrefaw  this,  and  prevented 
all  the  effeds  of  his  father's  precautions;  for, 
before  he  left  *Jerufahm,  he  took  care  to  fend 
his  emiifaries  throughout  all  the  tribes  >  doubt- 
lefs,  under  colour  of  inviting  perfons  of  diftin- 
ftion  to  the  facrificc ;  but,  in  reality,  to  carry 
the  watch-word  and  fignal,  before  -agreed  on 
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between  them  :  That,  as  foon  as  they  fhould 
hear  the  trumpet  found,  they  fhould  imme 
diately  give  out  the  word,  at  once,  That  Abfa- 
Icm  was  crowned  king  at  Hebron.  By  which 
means  the  people  rufhed  in  as  a  flood,  and  the 
conlpiracy,  like  a  contagious  ulcer,  broke  out, 
and  came  to  an  head,  almoft  at  once. 

THE  only  perfon  mentioned  by  the  facrcd 
hifiorian,  as  invited  to  the  facrifke  from  Hebron, 
is  Achitophel  the  G^lonite,  David's  counfellor, 
whole  arrival,  from  his  own  city,  from  Gilohy 
whither  Abfakm  fent  for  him,  feems  to  have 
given  the  finifhing  ftroke  to  the  rebellion.  For 
then  the  facred  hiftorian  immediately  adds  -• — • 
And  the  conspiracy  wasjirong;  for  the  people  in- 
ere  a. fed  continually  with  Abjalom.  Achitophel  was 
too  cunning  to  difcover  himfelf,  till  he  faw  all 
things  favourable  and  profpcrous  on  the  part  of 
Abjalom:  and  they  both  very  well  judged,  that 
his  acceffion  to  the  confpiracy,  in  thofe  circnm- 
(lances,  \vas  the  likelieft  means  to  enfure  its 
fuccefs. 

WE  may  well  imagine,  that  things  could  not 
continue  long  in  this  condition,  before  David 
had  a  full  account  of  all  that  paffcd :  the  danger 
was  inftant,  and  he  took  his  meafures  accord 
ingly.  The  city  was  not  in  a  condition  to 
fuilain  a  fiege;  and,  if  it  were,  he  did  not  care 
to  cxpofe  a  favourite  city,  built  by  himfelf,  and 
the  refidence  of  the  tabernacle  of  GOD,  to  all 
the  evils  incident  to  fieges,  and  almoft  infepa- 
rable  from  them.  Nor,  perhaps,  did  he  care  to 
truft  the  inhabitants  of  a  place,  fo  long  expofed 

to 
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to  the  taint  of  Abfaloms  temptations  *.  How 
ever,  in  appearance,  he  placed  his  refolution  of 
leaving  the  city,  to  the  fcorc  of  his  tendernefs 
and  concern  for  it,  and  fecretly,  I  doubt  not, 
to  his  unwillingnefs  to  fee  the  flame  of  civil  war 
lighted  up  in  his  country,  which  could  no 
fooner  be  kindled,  than  it  muft  of  neceffity  de 
vour  fo me  of  his  brethren,  and  perhaps  his  beft 
fubje&s.  In  this  diftrefs  he  immediately  fum- 
moned  all  his  fervants,  that  were  in  the  city  5 
and  faid  unto  them,  Arife,  let  us  fee ;  for  we 
/hall  not  elfe  eft  ape  from  Abjalom :  make  jpeed  to 
depart,  left  he  overtake  us  fuddenly^  and  bring 
evil  upon  us ;  and  f mite  the  city  with  the  edge  of 
thefword.  He  was  well  acquainted  with  the 

*  This,  I  think,  appears  from  the  fifty -fifth  Pfatm,  which,  I 
apprehend  to  have  been  meditated,  and  poured  out  in  prayer  to 
GOD,  upon  the  firft  difcovery  of  Abfalom's  canfpiracy.  And 
from  thence  it  plainly  appears,  that  he  had  difcerned  the  feeds 
and  workings  of  a  conspiracy  in  the  city,  and  thit  Achitophel  was 
at  the  bottom  of  it ;  and  not  only  fo,  but  that  David  forefaw  his 
Aidden  and  fed  end. 

Ver.  9.  Deftroy,  O  Lord,  and  divide  their  tongues  :  far  1  have 
feen  violence  and  ft  rife  in  the  city. 

1  o.  Day  and  night  they  go  about  it  upon  the  'walls  thereof:  mif- 
chief  alfo  and  f  arrow  are  in  the  midft  of  it. 

n.  Wickednefs  is  in  the  midft  thereof :  deceit  and  guile  depart 
not  from  her  ftreets. 

12.  For  it  vjas  not  an  enemy  that  reproached  nic  ;   then  I  could 
have  borne  it :  neither  ivas  it  he  that  hated  me,  that  did  magnify 
himf elf  again  ft  me  ',  then  1  would  have  hid  my fe  If  from  him. 

13.  But  it  ivas  thou,  a  many  mine  equal,  my  guide,  and  mine 
acquaintance. 

1 4.  We  took  Jnueet  counfel  together,  and  voalked  unto  the  houfe 
of  God  in  company. 

I£.  Let  death  feiz.e  upon  them,  and  let  them  go  do^t^n  quick  into 
bfll>  for  vjickednefs  is  in  their  d-ivellings,  and  among  them. 

M  4  young 
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young  man's  impetuofity,  and  the  madnefs  of 
the  people;  and  judged  it  better  to  give  way  to 
the  fury  of  the  flood,  than  attempt  to  ftem  it  in 
the  fulnefs  of  its  overflowing. 

ACCORDINGLY,  he  inftantly  quitted  the 
city,  with  all  his  fervants,  and  all  his  houfhold 
(except  tea  concubines,  whom  he  left  to  take 
care  of  the  houfe)  5  and  difpatched  them  all  be 
fore  him,  over  the  brook  Ktdron,  directing  their 
\vay  to  the  wildernefs;  the  i.-herethites  and  Pe- 
le.thif.eSy  (of  whom  we  have  already  fpoken;  and 
with  them  fix  hundred  Gittites,  who  very  pro 
videntially  came  to  him  to  Jerufalem  (being 
banifhed  from  Gath)  but  the  very  day  before, 
with  the  brave  It  tat  at  their  head  ( with  all  his 
family  )  5  whom  David^  knowing  him  fatigued 
with  his  journey,  would,  from  a  noble  principle 
of  gcncrofity,  (  which  preferred  his  friend's  relief 
to  his  own  fafcty )  fain  have  perfuaded  to  turn 
back  with  his  brethren  $  which  he  gallantly  re- 
fufcd  to  do,  vowing,  that  where-ever  David 
was,  in  death  or  life,  there  would  he  his  fervant 
be  alfo.  All  thele  paflcd  on  before,  and  David 
himfelf,  with  his  body  of  brave  worthies  about 
him,  brought  up  the  rear. 

AMONG  the  reft  of  thofe  who  attended  the 
king,  when  he  left  the  city,  and  refoivcd  to 
follow  his  fate,  were  Zadok  and  Abiathar  the 
pricfts ;  Zadok)  attended  by  all  the  Leroites>  bear 
ing  the  ark  of  the  covenant  of  the  LORD  :  and 
they  let  down  the  ark  of  G  o  D  before  the  king, 
as  he  flood  to  fee  the  people  pafs  over  the  Kidron 
before  him  :  And  Ahiaihcir,  faith  the  text,  went 
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up,  (probably  to  fome  eminence,  to  review  the 
people  as  they  paired )  until  all  the  people  had  done 
p  offing  out  of  the  city.  And  the  king  faid  unto 
Zadok,  Carry  back  the  ark  of  God  into  the  city: 
if  I  Jhall  find  favour  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord,  he 
will  bring  me  again,  and  fhew  me  both  ity  and  his 
habitation.  But  if  he  thus  fay,  I  have  no  delight 
in  thee-y  behold,  here  am  /,  let  him  do  to  me  as 
feemeth  good  unto  him.  He  fent  back  the  high- 
priefts,  as  knowing  their  character  was  too  facred 
to  fuffer  any  violence  from  the  uftirpcr,  tho*  he 
knew  their  fidelity  to  his  father :  and,  for  the 
reft,  he  wholly  fubmitted  himfelf  to  the  divine 
difpofal.  He  befought  G  o  D,  as,  Alexander  Se- 
verus  *  told  his  fbldiers,  a  generous  and  a  wife 
man  fhould,  praying  for  the  beft  things,  and 
bearing  whatever  fhould  befal. 

DAVID  faw  plainly,  that  GOD  had  raifed 
this  war  againft  him,  in  punifhment  of  his  guilt, 
That  God  had  raifed  up  this  evil  to  him  out  of  his 
own  houfe ;  and  I  imagine  I  now  hear  him  take- 
ing  up  the  fame  lamentation,  which  Alphonfus 
the  Wife,  king  of  Arragon,  afterwards  did,  upon 
a  like  occafion :  /  wonder  not  jo  much  at  my  peo 
ple's  ingratitude  to  me,  as  at  my  own  to  GOD. 

IN  this  fpirit  of  humiliation,  David  would 
not  prefume  to  have  the  ark,  the  fymbol  of 
the  Divine  Prefcnce,  borne  before  him  in  that 
war :  that  was  an  honour,  of  which  he  deemed 
himfelf  utterly  unworthy.  And  therefore,  re 
ferring  himfelf,  and  his  affairs,  with  intircrcfig- 
nation,  to  the  difpofal  of  the  Divine  Providence, 

*  He  radian. 

he 


170      An  Hiftorical  Account  of      B.  4. 

he  remanded  Zadok  and  Abiathar  back  to  the 
city,  with  the  ark. 

WHEN  David  had  given  the  reafons  relating 
to  himfelf,  why  he  would  not  have  the  ark 
carried  before  him  into  the  field;  he  then  adds 
a  rcafon  perfonal  to  Zadok:  Art  not  thou  a 
feer?  Return  in  peace.  It  fhould  feem  from 
hence,  that  Zadok  was  a  prophet:  however  as 
a  prieft,  he  was  a  teacher  5  and,  asfuch,  bound 
to  ftay  with  his  people  in  the  greateft  exigen 
cies,  and  inftrud  them  in  their  duty  5  befidcs 
that,  by  flaying  to  do  his  duty  to  his  people, 
he  might  alfo  do  good  offices  to  his  prince. 
And  accordingly  David  concerted  a  method, 
both  with  Zadok  and  Abiathar^  of  correfpond- 
ing  with  him,  and  fending  him  intelligence 
of  all  the  enemies  meafures,  by  their  fons,  Ahi- 
maz  the  fon  of  Zadok,  and  Jonathan  the  font 
of  Abiathar. 

THIS  done,  David  went  up  the  afcent  of  Mount 
Olivet,  his  feet  bare,  and  his  head  covered-,  and 
wept  as  he  'went :  and  all  the  people  that  was 
•with  him,  covered  every  man  his  head;  and  they 
went  up  weeping.  And  all  the  country  wept  with 
a  loud  voice. 

How  David's  thoughts  were  employed  in  this 
fad  reverfe  of  his  fortune,  I  think,  fufficiently 
appears  from  the  forty-third  PJ'alm.  And  in 
deed  it  needs  fo  little  fagacity  to  fee,  or  inge 
nuity  to  own,  that  the  meditations  there  re 
corded  are  peculiarly  fuited  to  this  occafion,  that 
commentators  are  agreed  in  the  point :  nor  can 
sny  thing  be  imagined  more  natural  to  a  man 

of 
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of  his  character,  and  under  thofe  circumftances, 
than  that  folemn  appeal  to  the  divine  juftice, 
againft  a  vile  fon,  and  a  wicked  people,  with 
which  this  Pfalm  begins*;  or  the  earned  fup- 
plication  for  relief  and  reftoration,  which  fol 
lows  it  f  5  or  that  lively  exprefllon  of  hope,  and 
confidence  in  the  divine  protection,  which  con 
cludes  itij:. 

IF  any  reader  fhould  find  any  difficulty  in 
concluding  this  Pfalm  to  have  been  meditated 
upon  this  occaiion;  let  him  refleft,  whether 
there  can  be  any  thing  extraordinary  in  flip- 
pofmg  fome  memorial  to  have  been  left  to  us 
of  David's  meditations,  upon  an  occafion  fo 
very  extraordinary;  for  furely  a  more  memor 
able  event  was  never  recorded  in  hiftoiy;  nor 
a  more  moving  fpe&acle  ever  exhibited  to  mor 
tal  eyes!  A  king,  venerable  for  his  years  and 
vi&orics;  facred  in  the  characters  both  of  his 
piety  and  prophecy  5  renowned  for  prowcfs,  and 

*  Judge  me,  O  God,  and  plead  my  caufe  againft  an  ungodly 
nation :  O  deliver  me  from  the  deceitful  and  unju  •  man. 

Ver.  2.  For  tbou  art  the  God  of  my  ftrength.  Why  daft  thou 
cajl  me  off?  Why  go  I  mourning  be  caufe  of  the  opprejfion  of  the 
enemy  ? 

\  Ver.  3.  O  fend  out  thy  light  and  thy  truth  ;  let  them 
lead  me,  let  them  bring  me  unto  thy  holy  hill,  and  to  thy  taber 
nacles. 

4.  Then  will  I  go  unto  the  altar  of  God,  unto  God  my  ex 
ceeding  joy :  yea,  upon  the  harp  will  I  praije  thee,  O  God  my 
God. 

£  Ver.  5.  Why  art  thou  caft  down,  O  my  foul?  And  why 
art  thou  difquieted  within  me  ?  Hope  in  God ;  for  I  fiall  yet 
praife  himy  who  is  the  health  of  my  countenance,  and  my 
God. 

revered 
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revered  for  wifdom  5  reduced  to  the  condition 
of  a  fugitive !  to  a  fuddcn  and  extreme  neceflity 
of  flying  for  his  life,  from  the  prefence  of  his 
own  f0n?  his  darling  and  delight !  and  a  whole 
country  loudly  lamenting  his  fate  ! 

IN  this  condition  David  went  up  the  Mount, 
and,  when  he  reached  the  fummit  of  it,  fell 
down  proftrate*  before  GOD:  and  again- put 
up  his  prayers,  for  protection  and  deliverance, 
to  that  mighty  Being,  who  Jlilleth  the  raging 
of  the  fea,  and  the  madnefe  of  the  people ;  chiefly 
(as  it  is  generally  believed)  in  the  words  of  the 
third  Pjalm :  and  was  immediately  infpired  with 
that  confolation,  and  ftrong  confidence  of  con 
quering  his  enemies,  recorded  in  the  clofe  of 
it,  and,  in  all  probability,  poured  out  that  mo 
ment,  in  the  prefence  of  all  his  people:  • 

jlrife^  O  Lord'^jave  me,  O  my  God;  for  thou 
haft  j mitt  en  all  mine  enemies,  upon  the  cheek-bone. 
T/JOU  baft  broken  the  teeth  of  the  ungodly.  Salvation 
helongeth  unto  the  Lord:  thy  blejjing  is  upon  thy 
people. 

A  s  David  was  going  up  the  Moiint,  word 
was  brought  him,  that  Achitophel  was  among 
the  confpirators :  and  the  moment  he  heard  it, 
he  put  up  his  humble  and  earned  fupplication 
to  that  Gop,  who  leadeth  counsellors  away  fpoi led, 

*  Jofephus  tells  us,  that,  when  David  reached  the  top  of 
the  mountain,  he  took  a  view  of  the  city,  and  prayed  to  GOD* 
with  abundance  of  tears.  The  candid  reader  will  perhaps  thini 
it  worth  his  notice,  that  Jofepkus  fhould  tell  us,  That  Da^ 
'vid  wept,  and  viewed  the  city,  in  the  fame  fpot,  from  wi 
the  evangelift  informs  us  that  cur  bleffed  Saviour  wept  over  it. 
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and  maketb  the  judges  fools  *  :  0  Lord,  I  pray  theet 
turn  the  counfel  ofAchitophel  into  foolifonefs.  And, 
when  he  had  finifhed  his  devotions  upon  the 
Mount,  it  pleafed  GOD  to  furnifh  him,  at  that 
moment,  with  the  means  of  effecting  what  he 
prayed  for:  for,  behold,  Hufiai  the  Architey 
David's  friend,  came,  that  inftant,  to  meet  him, 
with  his  coat  rent^  and  earth  upon  his  head: 
and  David's  good  genius  fuggcfted  to  him,  the 
fame  inftant,  the  moft  probable  method  of  defeat 
ing  the  devices  of  Achitophel,  by  the  means  of 
his  friend. 

HUSH  A  i  was  famous  in  the  cabinet,  but 
unpradifed  in  the  camp  :  David  therefore  told 
him,  That  if  he  fhould  go  with  him  he  would  be  a 
burden  to  him  (he  would  but  add  to  the  number 
of  his  houihold,  not  his  foldicrs);  faying,  That 
he  himfelf  had  no  furc  rciburce,  or  means  of  iup- 
port :  but  if  he  would  return  to  the  city,  and  Tub- 
mit  to  Abjalomy  he  might  be  a  means  of  defeat 
ing  the  counlels  of  Achitophel,  in  his  prince's 
favour,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  have  an  oppor 
tunity  of  letting  him  into  all  the  fecrets  of  the 
enemy,  by  informing  Zadok  and  Abiathar  of 
every  thing  that  paffed,  who  would  tranfmit  the 
account  by  their  fons.  Accordingly  Hiifoai 
returned  to  Jerufalem,  and  reached  the  city 
foon  after  Abfalom  had  entered  it. 

*  Job  xii.   17.  alfo  <ver.  20.  He  remoretb  away  the  fyeech  of 
tJye  trufly,  find   taketb  away  tbe  understanding  of  the  aged. 

6        CHAP. 
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CHAP.     X. 

Ziba'j  treachery  to  Mephibofheth,  and 
DAVID'J  too  hafty  Grant  of  his  fup- 
fofed  Forfeiture.  Shimei  curfes  D  A- 
VID,  who  will  not  fuffer  him  to  be  chaf* 
tifed.  The  Curfes  in  the  Pfalms  ac 
counted  for,  from  this  Pajfage.  Hu- 
fhai  injinuates  himfelf  into  Abfalom'^ 
Favour ;  and^  by  defeating  Achitophel'^ 
Advice^f&ves  DAVID. 

1T7HEN  David  knew  with  certainty,  that 
^*  Achitophel  was  among  the  conipirators, 
he  faw  his  danger  in  all  its  flrength.  An  hot 
headed  young  man,  high  in  vanity,  extravagant 
in  hope,  and  eaftly  overfet  with  fuccefs,  was 
not  an  objeft  of  much  terror,  to  a  man 
of  David's  great  experience,  and  confummate 
wifdom;  but  the  pro \vcfs,  popularity,  and  num 
bers  of  fuch  a  man,  conduded  by  the  calm 
skill  and  prudence  of  an  Achitophel \  was  fuffi- 
cicnt  matter  of  j lift  fear.  David,  however,  funk 
not  under  it  -,  but  had  recourfe,  as  ufual,  to  the 
protection  of  that  GOD,  who  only  could  deliver 
him,  and  who  had  never  failed  him  in  diftrefs ; 
befceching  him  to  confound  and  infatuate  the 
counfcl  of  Achitophel.  Achitopbel  was  one  of  thofe 
prime  politiciars,  (as  they  are  deemed)  who 
are  often  accounted  wiier  than  others,  merely 

becaule 
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becaufe  they  are  more  wicked;  for,  having  no 
reftraint  of  confcience,  or  fear  of  GOD,  they 
can  often  advife,  and  fometimes  effect,  what 
others  cannot,  that  is,  dare  not  5  and  are  there 
fore,  by  fuch  as  judge  only  of  things  by  their 
prefent  advantage  or  expediency,  admired  as 
fage  and  fagacious;  but  are,  in  the  account  of 
all-feeing  and  unerring  Wifdom,  numbered 
among  thofe  whofe  wifdom  is  foolifhneis,  and 
the  end  thereof  are  the  ways  of  death. 

DAVID  well  knew,  that  the  evil  courfe,  in 
which  Achitophel  was  embarked,  could  only  be 
conducted  by  wicked  meafures,  and  therefore 
it  was  a  duty  of  true  religion,  to  befcech  GOD 
to  confound  his  counfels.  And  the  moft  pro 
bable  human  means  of  effecting  this,  was,  as 
he  judged,  by  oppofing  the  counfels  of  Hujhai 
to  them:  and  he  proceeded  accordingly. 

WHEN  David  had  given  his  inftrudions  to 
Hujhai  and  the  priefts,  he  purfued  his  march  to 
wards  the  wildernefs,and  refolved  to  get  out  of  the 
reach  of  the  impending  ftorm  as  fad  as  he  could, 
and  fhun  its  firft  fury  at  any  rate,  well  know 
ing,  that  to  gain  time,  was  to  gain  a  thou- 
fand  means  of  difperfing  it.  He  had  palled  but 
a  little  way  beyond  the  fummit  of  Mount  Olivet, 
before  Ziba  came  up  with  him  with  two  afles 
faddled,  and  heavy  laden  with  bread,  and  fruits, 
and  wine*.  Among  the  reft  are  mentioned,  an 
hundred  bunches  of  Jammer-fruits,  which  are  very 

*  2.  Sam.  xvi.  i.  Two  hundred  loaves  of  bread,  an  hundred 
lunches  of  raijins,  and  an  hundred  of fummer- fruits,  and  a  bottle 
of  wine. 

§  reafonably 
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reafonably  fuppofed  to  be  the  early  fig:  con- 
fequently,  this  flight  of  David  was  about  the 
beginning  of  fummer  :  at  which  time  a  prefent 
of  fruits  muft  have  been  very  feafonable  and  re- 
frefhing.  The  king  asked  Zibay  What  he  meant 
by  thefe  things?  probably  imagining  that  they 
were  a  prefent  from  Miphibo/hetb.  For  when 
Ziba  anfwered,  That  the  afles  were  for  the 
fervice  of  his  majcfty's  houfhold  $  and  the  wine 
and  fruits,  for  the  refrefhment  of  fuch  of  them 
as  might  be  weary  and  faint  in  the  wildernefsj; 
the  king  immediately  replied,  And  where  is  thy 
maftersfon?  To  which,  that  artful,  falfc  villain, 
immediately  anfwered,  That  he  ftaid  in  the 
city,  in  hopes  that  this  commotion  might  calm 
after  fome  time,  and  end  in  a  revolution  in 
his  favour.  David,  too  rafhly  credulous,  al 
though  of  an  unfufpefted  fervant,  againft  the 
fon  of  a  tried  friend,  and  too  haftily  rcfcnting 
his  imagined  ingratitude,  immediately  con 
cluded  Mfybibofbetb  a  traitor,  who  had  forfeited 
his  whole  fortune,  and  accordingly  beftowed 
the  forfeiture  upon  his  informer 


he  to  Ziba,  are  all  that  pertained  to  Mepbiboflietb 
-  verifying  that  fine  obfcrvation  of  Seneca, 
That  kings  give  many  things  with  covered  eyes, 
ejpecially  in  time  of  -war.  To  that  fudden  and 
great  grant  the  gluttonous  flatterer  made  no 
other  return,  than  an  humble  and  earncft  fup- 
plication  for  the  continuance  of  his  majcfty's 
favour  to  him  :  /  humbly  befeech  thee,  that  I 
may  fnd  grace  in  thy  fight,  my  lord,  O  king 
—  As  if  he  fcarccly  felt,  that  he  was  rewarded 

for 
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for  his  calumny,  a  calumny  for  which  he  well 
deferved  to  have  been  racked. 

WHEN  the  king  reached  Bahurim^  the  next 
village  in  his  way  to  the  wildernefs,  Shimei, 
the  fon  of  Gera,  of  the  family  of  Saul,  came 
out,  and  curfed  him  to  his  face,  with  repeated 
curfes;  and,  not  contented  with  curling,  he  caft 
(tones  at  him,  and  at  all  his  fervants  that  at 
tended  him  5  treating  him  with  as  much  indignit/ 
as  he  would  a  dog  5  bidding  him  get  out,  bloody 
man  as  he  was,  and  a  man  of  Belial:  adding, 
That  GOD  had  now  brought  vengeance  upon 
him  for  ail  the  blood  of  the  houfc  of  Saul, 
and  had  now  delivered  the  throne,  which  he 
had  ufurped,  into  the  hand  of  his  fon  Abfalom  : 
That  he  was  caught  in  his  own  wiles,  becaufe 
he  was  a  bloody  man.  This,  iurely,  was  one 
of  the  fevereft  trials  of  patience,  that  ever  hu 
man  magnanimity  endured.  The  accufation 
was  notorioully  falfe,  and  the  king  could,  for 
that  reafon,  bear  it  the  better ;  but  his  fer 
vants  faw  it  not,  in  the  light  of  their  matter's 
equanimity,  but  his  enemy's  infolence.  Abi- 
Jhai^  David's  nephew,  could  not  bear  it 5  but 
begged  the  king's  permiffion  to  take  off  the  trai 
tor's  head  that  uttered  it :  which  David  abfo- 
lutely  refufcd,  and  added  a  rebuke  to  his  rcfufal 

• What  have  I  to  do  with  you,  ye  fens  of  Ze- 

rulah  ?  So  let  him  curfe^  becaufe  the  Lord  hath  f aid 
unto  him>  Curfe  David.  Who  then  Jhall  fay, 
Wherefore  haft  thou  done  jo  ?  Here  we  have,  in 
three  words,  a  clear  comment  upon  all  the 
curfes  throughout  Davids  Pfalms:  they  are  all 

VOL.  II.'  N  prophetic 


178       An  HijTor-n.*,*  Account  of       B.  4. 

prophetic  denunciations  of  divine  vengeance. 
David  curfed,  becaufe  GOD  commanded  him: 
and  how  could  he  tell  but  Shimei  had  the  fame 
commiflion  to  curfe  him;  although,  perhaps, 
in  his  rage  he  exceeded  it?  He  knew  himfclf 
'  innocent  of  the  blood  of  Saul,  now  charged 
upon  him  ;  but,  at  the  fame  time,  he  knew 
himfelf  guilty  of  the  blood  of  Uriah:  and  who 
knew,  whether  this  was  not  part  of  the  venge 
ance  due  to  it? 

THE  king,  then  turning  to  Abijhai,  and  the 
reft  of  his  fervants  who  were  about  him,  asked 
them,  How  it  could  be  furprifing  to  fee  a  Benja- 
mite  revile  him,  when  they  beheld  his  own  fon 
in  rebellion  againft  him,  and  feeking  his  life: 
This  however,  ftrange  as  it  was,  was  evidently 
the  work  of  GOD,  who  had  declared,  he  would 
raife  up  evil  to  him  out  of  his  own  houfe  (and 
did  fo,  by  permitting  the  fon's  guilt  to  chaftife 
the  father's);  and  therefore  he  concluded,  the 
other  was  fo  too:  and,  in  that  perfuafion,  he 
peremptorily  commanded  his  fervants;  Let  htm 
alone,  let  him  curfe ;  for  the  Lord  hath  bidden 

him.     He  then  immediately  added //  may 

be,  that  the  Lord  will  look  on  mine  affliction,  and 
that  the  Lord  will  requite  me  good,  Jcr  his  curfmg, 
this  day.  Although  this  was  a  chaftifement  from 
GOD  upon  him,  yet,  if  he  bore  it  as  became 
him,  it  might  become  a  means  of  mercy  to 
him:  his  humble  fubmiffion  and  refignation 
might  call  down  the  divine  commiferation  upon 
his  patience  and  penitence.  Davids  patience 
but  more  inflamed  Shimei's  infolcnce.  And, 
2  as 
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as  David  and  his  fcrvants  marched  along,  Shi- 
mei  kept  pace  with  them  upon  the  fide  of  an 
adjacent  hill  5  and  dill  continued  curfing,  re 
viling,  and  throwing  duft  and  ftones,  unchaf- 
1  tiled.     David  endured  it  all :  'when  he  'was  re- 
viled)  he  reviled  not  again  ;  when  he  fuffered,  he 
threatened  not ;  but  committed  his  caufe  to  Him 
'who  judgeth  right  eoujly  *.     How  far  he  was,  in 
this  inftance,  an  emblem  of  his  fuffering  SON, 
is  not,  I  hope,  hard  to  difcern,  or  adventurous 
to  aflert.     Bur,  as  it  is  no  part  of  my  purpofe 
to  purfue  this  parallel,  I  forbear  5  and  only  beg 
leave  to  add,    that   this  paffage  is  a  ftrong  in 
ftance  to  (hew,  how  ftrid  and  exemplary  a  dif- 
ciplinc  reigned  throughout  David's  forces.     I 
own  I  have  fome  doubt,  whether  a  body  of 
European  officers,    encompalfing  their  general, 
fo  treated,  would  wait  his  orders  to  difpatch 
the  re  viler. 

How  far  David  marched,  before  he,  his  fa 
mily,  and  his  forces,  took  any  rcfrefhmcnt,  is 
nowhere  mentioned  by  the  facred  writer :  but 
this  defect  is  fupplied  by  Jofcphus,  who  gives 
us  .to  undcrftand,  that  he  fuffercd  his  people 
to  take  no  refrefhment,  till  they  reached  the 
banks  of  Jordan.  Here  then  let  us  leave  him 
for  a  while,  and  return  to  Abfalom. 

W  HEN  David  quitted  Jerufaiem,  it  was  upon 
a  pcrluafion,  that  Abfalom  would  make  all  the 
hailc  he  could  to  poileis  himiclf  of  the  ca 
pital,  and,  if  pofiiblc,  to  iiirpriic  his  father  in  it. 

*  i  Pet.  ii.  23. 

N  2  And 
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And  as  he  judged,  fa  it  came  to  pafs;  for  he, 
and  all  his  people,  immediately  marched  to 
Jeri{fakmy  and  Achitophel  with  him.  And  it 
fliould  feem,  from  the  facrcd  hiftorian,  that  they 
arrived  there  a  confiderable  time  before  David 
reached  the  banks  of  the  Jordan.  For,  when 
Hujhai  came  to  the  city,  he  found  Abjalom 
in  quiet  pofleffion,  and  juft  going  to  call  a 
council  upon  the  prefent  pofture  of  aiFairs!  Hu- 
foaiy  mindful  of  his  inftru&ions,  loft  no  time 
to  pay  his  court,  and  profefs  his  allegiance: 
but,  immediately  coming  up  i&'Akfalom,  ad- 
drcffed  him  in  the  cuftomary  form  of  falutation 
to  kings;  or  rather,  with  a  fecmingly  peculiar 
zeal  for  his  fervice,  he  redoubled  the  falutation-, 
God  fave  the  king  !  God  fave  the  king  !  Abfalom^ 
amazed  at  what  he  heard,  upbraided  him  with 

his  ingratitude,  indcfcrting  David and  asked 

him  \  Is  this  thy  kindnejs  to  thy  friend?  He  did 
not  dare  to  fay,  To  my  father  (for  chat  queftion 
would  have  carried  a  heavier  reproach  upon 
himfelf);  and  therefore  he  mentioned  only  the 
relation  which  Hufoai  had  to  David  ^  and,  dwell 
ing  upon  that,  asked  him,  Why  he  went  not 
with  his  friend  ?  In  anfwcr  to  which,  Hujhai 
gave  him  to  underlland,  that  his  allegiance  was 
governed  by  other  principles  than  thofe  of  pri 
vate  frienddiip  5  that  the  appointment  of  GOD, 
and  the  election  of  his  people,  determined  him 
in  the  object  of  his  duty:  and  what  fliould 
hinder  him  from  ferving  the  foil  with  as  much 
fidelity,  as  he  had  ferved  the  father?  The  at 
tentive  reader  will,  I  am  perfuaded,  find  this 

falutation, 
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falutation,  and  whole  apology,  as  evidently 
evafive,  and  calculated  to  delude,  as  art  could 
contrive  them  5  for  he  neither  prays  peribnally 
for  Abjalom^  nor  profcfies  allegiance  to  him: 
yet  the  bait  took,  and  Abfalom's  felf-fufficiency, 
grofs  as  the  delufion  was,  fwallowed  it  whole. 
And  Hu/hai  (who  was  confidered  as  a  good 
courtier,  that  followed  fortune)  was  immedi 
ately  admitted  of  his  council,  though  not  of 
his  cabinet.  The  confultation  then  began. 
What  was  to  be  done  next  ?  And  Achitophel, 
the  arch-counfellor,  immediately  advifed  Abfa- 
km  to  go  in  to  his  father's  concubines,  which 
he  had  left  to  keep  the  houfe,  before  the  face 
of  all  Ifrael;  an  aclion  which  would  demon- 
ftrate  his  enmity  to  his  father  irreconcilable  5 
and  confequently,  fuch  as  would  firmly  attach 
all  thofe  to  his  intereit,  who  were  difaffe&ed 
to  David,  when  they  once  faw  they  were  out 
of  all  danger  of  being  lacrificcd  to  any  future 
pofliblc  reconciliation  between  the  father  and 
fon.  An  advice  for  the  prefent,  and  in  ap 
pearance,  wife,  but  in  reality  pernicious.  Could 
not  this  long-headed,  fagacious  ftatefman  fore- 
fee,  that  this  action,  for  which  fome  men  would 
now  become  more  attached  to  Abfalom,  mud 
one  day  make  him  deteftable  in  their  eyes, 
when  they  reflected  upon  the  horror  of  it?  A 
guilt  made  mortal  by  the  law  of  GOD  *,  and 
not  named  even  among  the  Gentiles:  a  guilt 
for  which  they  muft  one  day  judge  him  more 

*  Levif .  xx.  n. 

N  3  worthy 
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worthy  to  lofe  his  crown,  than  Reuben  his 
birth-right  *.  However,  this  hellifh  advice  was 
immediately  embraced  ;  for  Achitophel's  advice 
was  then  deemed  as  unerring,  as  if  the  oracle 
of  GOD  had  dictated  it  f.  A  tent  was  im 
mediately  fpread  upon  the  houie  top;  and  Ab- 
falom  'went  in  unto  hh  father  $  concubines^  in 
the  fight  of  all  Ifrael  An  aftion  of  fuch  pro^ 
iligate  impiety,  and  abandoned  impudence,  as 
it  were  to  be  wifhed  no  fun  had  feen,  or 
hiftory  related.  Then  was  David's  adultery 
(planned,  and,  it  may  be,  perpetrated  in  the 
lame  place)  judicially  chaftifed,  and  GOD'S  ven 
geance,  denounced  upon  it  by  his  prophet, 
ilgnally  executed;  and  his  wives  proftituted  in 
the  fight  of  the  Jim  §,  2  Sam.  xii.  11.  But, 
before  this  was  done,  Achitophel  adviied,  that 
twelve  thoufand  choice  men  might  be  put 
under  his  command,  with  whom  he  would 
undertake  to  purfue  and  attack  David}  which 
he  mud  do  to  great  advantage,  when  he  fhould 
come  upon  him,  weary  and  weak-handed,  as  he 
himfelf  exprefled  it,  which  could  fcarcely  fail 
to  ftrikc  a  terror  into  the  few  forces  which 
attended  him:  and,  when  they  fled,  the  king 
would  become  an  cafy  prey  He  then  added, 
that  he  would  (mite  the  king  only,  and  proclaim 
pardon  to  all  the  reft;  by  which  means,  he 

*   i   Chron.  v.   i  -j-  2  Sam.  xvi.  23. 

5  N.  B.  The  Hebrew  word,  which  is  here  rendered  tt-Azw, 
js, 'irf  the  fifteenth  chapter  of  the  fecond  book  oftitimuef,  verfe 
7 6th,  tf;an(lated  women:  and  therefore  whoever  attends  to  the 
original,  will  find  Nathan'';  prophecy  upon  this  point  literally  ao 
cprnplillied. 
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would  eafily  bring  over  their  allegiance  to  Ab- 
faiom,  and  lead  them  all  back  in  iubmiffion 
to  him;  or,  if  they  were  not  immediately 
brought  back,  yet  the  killing  of  the  king  would 
effectually  end  the  conteft:  /,  fays  he,  will  fmite 
the  king  only.  And  I  'will  bring  back  all  the 
people  unto  thee.  "The  man  whom  thou  feekeft* 
is  as  if  all  returned :  Jo  all  the  people  foall  be 
in  peace. 

THE  attentive  reader  will  eafily  perceive, 
that  this  advice  well  justifies  the  character  given 
of  him  in  the  Scripture :  it  was,  in  its  fevcral 
parts,  admirably  fitted,  both  to  the  inclinations 
and  intereft  of  his  pupil  :  he  configned  him, 
to  his  pleafures,  and  took  all  the  danger  to 
himfelf:  and  at  the  fame  time  he  relieved  his 
little  remains  of  'humanity,  (if  he  had  any) 
from  the  ncceility  of  embruing  his  hands  in 
his  father's  blood.  His  inceft  was,  for  the  pre- 
fcnt,  perfonal  guilt  enough :  that  ad  of  outrage 
would  make  Absalom's  reconciliation  with  his 
father,  defperatc:  and,  whilft  he  indulged  his 
evil  appetite,  Achitophel,  with  a  chofen  band, 
would  purfuc  and  furprife  David.  Nothing 
could  be  more  worldly  wife,  or  more  helifhly 
wicked;  it  was  indeed  as  the  advice  of  an 
oracle,  but  very  different  from  that  dictated  by 
the  Spirit  of  GOD.  And  yet,  horrid  as  it 
was,  it  pleafcd  that  vile  fon,  and  his  afifociates: 
And  the  faying  plea  fed  Abfalom  well,  (lays  the 
facred  writer)  and  all  the  elders  of  Ifrael.  How 
ever,  for  greater  fecurity,  Abjalom  reiblved  to 
adviic  with  Hujhai  aifo,  whofc  counfel  he  knew 

N  was 
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was  of  great  weight  with  his  father:  and  accord 
ingly  fending  for  him,  and. telling  him  what 
Achitophel  advifed,  in  relation  to  the  attempt 
upon  his  father,  he  defired  to  know  his  opinion 
upon  that  point.  To  which  Hu(kai%  continu 
ing  his  train  of  delation,  anfwered  with  great 
fubtiity  and  addrcfs,  The  ccunfel  that  Achitophel 
hath  given,  is  not  good  at  tbh  time. 

THE  apparent  fenfe  of  this  equivocation  was, 
that,    however  that   great    counlclior  excelled 
in  other  inftance?  of  wifdom,  yet  in  this  he 
failed.     He  then  let  himfeif  to  oppofc  every 
article  of  Acbitopbei's  advice,   Tome  opcmy,  and 
others  covertly,   with  fu;nai  dexterity,  r.nd  plau- 
fibility   of  .icaibn.     He  began  with  making  a 
lively  and  dreadful  dcfcription  of  the  enemies 
^Ibfatom  had  to  deal  with  :  that  David  and  his 
worthies,  who  attended  him,  were  all  mighty 
men  of  war  5  at  all  times  terrible  to  the  bravcft 
foes  5  but  much  more  fo  at  this  time,  when,  being 
driven  from  their  families,  they  were  as  fo  many 
enraged  bears  robbed  or"  their  whelps  ;  and  when, 
in  the  firft  furious  efforts  of  their  rage,   they 
fhould  ftrike  a  terror  into  their  invaders,  which 
they  would  not  fail   to  do,  the  panic  would 
eafily    be   diffufed   through    the   reft   of  their 
purfuers,  and  intimidate  the  braved  of  his  forces. 
Befides  all  this,  the  project  of  furprilmg  David 
was  very  little  ccmfidcred  5  he  was  a  man  too 
guarded  for  fuch  an  attempt,  and  was,  before 
that  time,    well    fecured  in  fome   fecret   and 
Separate  retreat,  (for  all  fuch  were  well  known 
tp  him)  out  of  the  reach  of  furprize.     His  ad 
vice 
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vice  therefore  was,  that  Abfalom  fhould  wait 
till  he  had  a  complete  army,  made  up  of  the 
braveft  men  of  all  the  tribes,  to  which  every  thing 
muft  yield;  headed  by  Abfalom  himfelf  in  per- 
fon  (infinuating  that  the  glory  of  the  vidory 
belonged  to  him  alone,  and  that  nobody  fhould 
pretend  to  rob  him  of  it).  And  whereas  it 
was  urged  by  Acbitophel,  that  he  would  fmite 
the  king  only,  as  if  all  Abfaloms  ends  were  to 
be  attained  by  his  death,  Hujhai  infinuates,  that 
the  death  of  competitors  was  as  neceflary^as  that 
of  the  king,  at  lead  his  death  who  was  di 
vinely  defigned  for  the  throne.  And  therefore 
he  adds,  that  they  fhould  come  upon  David, 
whefe  he  could  not  be  concealed,  and  whence 
he  could  not  efcape  *,  nor  any  one  of  thofe  that 
'were  'with  him:  and  that,  if  he  refuged  him 
felf,  for  more  fecurity,  in  any  one  of  the  cities 
of  Ifrael,  they  would  have  numbers  enough 
to  pull  it  down,  (tone  by  (lone,  about  his  ears. 
The  expreffion  in  the  original  is  very  remark 
able:  Then  Jhall  all  Ifrael  bring  ropes  to  that 
city,  and  we  'will  draw  it  into  the  river.  The 
meaning  of  which  threat  I  apprehend  to  be  this : 

*  The  original  text  is,  in  this  place,  very  beautiful  and  ex- 
preffive  :  So  jball  <we  come  upon  him  in  fome  place  'where  he  Jhall 
be  found,  and  <we  'will  light  upon  him  as  the  de*w  falletb  on  ths 
ground:  and  oj  him,  and  of  all  the  men  that  are  with  him,  there 
Jhall  not  be  left  fo  much  as  one.  The  (lew  in  Paleftine  (as  in  feveral 
other  climates)  falls  fail  and  fudden  ;  and  is  therefore  no  unapt 
emblem  of  an  active  expeditious  foldiery  :  and  it  was  perhaps  for 
this  reafon,  thar  the  Romans  called  their  light-armed  forces  rorarii. 
The  dew  falls  upon  every  fpot  of  the  earth  ;  not  a  blade  of  grafj 
efcapes  it.  A  numerous  army  refembles  it  in  this  refpeft  ;  it  is 
able  to  fearch  every-where. 

That 
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That  they  would  come  before  that  city  with 
thofe  cranes*,  or  hooks,  which  the  anticnts 
were  wont  to  throw  upon  the  batlcments  of 
wails ;  and  with  which,  by  the  help  of  ropes 
faftened  to  them,  they  were  wont  to  pull  them 
down  piece-meal  into  the  rivers  or  trenches 
(filled  with  water)  which  encompaflcd  them. 
As  A-Mtophel  propofed  all  imaginable  advantage 
10  the  evil  caufe  he  was  engaged  in,  from  ex 
pedition,  upon  that  principle  mentioned  by  Ta 
citus,  That  nothing  determines  civil  difcords 
ib  happily  as  difpatch  ;  Hujhaiy  on  the  contrary, 
wholly  laid  himielf  out  to  protrad,  and  to  de 
lay.  For  delay  would  not  only  ward  off  David's 
prcfent  danger,  but  would  alfo,  as  the  fame 
Tacitus  obfcrves,  give  ill  men  time  to  repent, 
and  the  good  to  unite.  And  it  is  certain,  that, 
in  all  contcfts  of  this  kind,  that  remark  of 
Livy  will  always  hold  good,  That ,  when  men 
have  time  to  think,  there  will  never  be  want 
ing  who  will  be  glad  to  gain  the  favour  of 
the  right  fide,  by  adhering  to  the  public  good. 
Thcfc  were  the  principles  of  Hufkai's  advice; 
and  his  advice  as  much  better  fuited  to  Abja- 
lom's  cruelty,  as  well  as  his  vanity,  and  fccm- 
mgly  to  the  intcrcft  of  his  ambition,  as  well 
as  the  iafcty  of  his  followers,  (who  cared  to 
put  nothing  to  the  hazard  of  a  imall  party) 
cafiiy  prevailed :  for  fo  it  feemcd  good  to  Al 
mighty  GOD,  to  infatuate  the  counfels  of  Da 
vid's  enemies,  raid  defeat  their  devices. 

*  See  Rollins  Kiuory,  Vol.  xii.  Plate  the  2rth  explained. 

C  H  A  P. 
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C  H  A  P.    XI. 

Hufliai  fends  David  Intelligence  of  all  that 
faffed  in  AbfalomV  Council,  earneflly 
\ntreating  him  to  pafs  over  Jordan  that 
very  Nighty  which  was  done  accord 
ingly.  AchitophelV  fudden  and  fad 
End.  Mr.  BayleV  important  Decifion 
upon  HufhaiV  Deception  of  Abfalom 
confidered)  with  all  the  Deference  due 
to  it. 

AB  S  A  L  O  M's  council  had  no  fooner 
broken  up,  than  HuJJjai  hafted  to  Zadok 
and  Abiathar,  to  inform  them  of  what  pafled > 
and  to  advife  them  to  fend  David  immediate 
intelligence  of  it ;  adding  this  particular  caution 
and  advice  from  himfelf,  to  the  king,  That  he 
fnould  by  no  means  think  of  refting  all  night  in 
the  wildcrncis;  but  make  all  poflible  difpatch 
to  pafs  the  Jordan  with  his  houfhold,  and  all 
his  forces :  Left  the  king,  fays  he,  befwallowed  up, 
and  all  the  people  that  are  with  him. 

N  o  w  Jonathan  and  Ahimaaz,  who  were  to 
carry  the  intelligence,  had  not  yet  returned  into 
the  city  5  but  found  fome  pretence  for  tarrying 
without  the  walls,  at  a  place  called  En-rogel,  or 
cfhe  Fuller  s  Fountain-,  and,  probably,  upon  fome 
pretence  of  wafhing  and  cleanfing  themfelves 
from  fome  legal  pollution.  And  their  fathers 

had 
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had  no  way  of  communicating  Hi/Jhai's  advice 
to  them,  but  by  the  means  of  a  girl,  whom, 
doubtlefs,  they  knew  to  be  intelligent  and  faith 
ful  ;  and  fuch  a  perfon,  being  a  fafe  meflenger, 
muft,  in  all  probability,  have  been  a  very  proper 
one,  becaufe  lead  liable  to  be  fufpected,  for 
what  could  be  lefs  fo,  than  a  girl  going  to  a 
well,  where  fuch  perfons  have  calls  at  all  times? 
However,  notwithstanding  ail  their  caution, 
they  were  obferved  by  a  lad,  ( who  informed 
Abjakm)  and  immediately  purfued.  Jonathan 
and  Ahimaaz,  made  the  beft  of  their  way,  with 
all  poffible  difpatch,  towards  'David:  but,  find 
ing  themfelves  hotly  purfued,  they  fled  to  a 
friend's  houfe  in  Bahurim ;  who  having  a  well 
in  his  court- yard,  which  probably  was  then  dry, 
or,  at  Icaft,  not  very  deep,  they  went  down  into 
it 5. where  a  woman,  covering  the  well,  and 
fpreading  fome  ground  corn  over  it,  as  it  were 
to  be  funned  and  dried,  effectually  concealed 
them.  Abfaloms  meffengers  were  clofe  at  their 
heels;  and,  inquiring  of  the  woman  where  ^0- 
nathan  and  Abimaaz  were,  (which  fufficiently 
implies,  that  they  had  feen  them  turn  into  the 
houfe)  (he  told  them,  as  Jo/ephus  and  the  Vul 
gate  undcrftand  the  text,  That  they  juft  drank 
a  little  water,  and  hafted  forward.  Upon  which 
they  continued  their  purfuit;  but,  not  being 
able  to  find  them,  after  ail  the  fearch  and  in 
quiry  they  could  make,  they  returned  to  Jem- 
faiem.  And  as  foon  as  they  were  returned,  Jo- 
natban  and  Abimaaz  came  up  from  their  con 
cealment.,  and  niad c  the  heft  of  their  way  to 

David  > 
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David-,  whom  they  informed  of  all  that  had 
palfed  in  Abj'ahms  council,  and  added  Hufiai's 
earned  advice  and  intreaty,  that  he  would  im 
mediately  pafs  over  the  river,  and  place  himfelf 
and  his  people  in  fafety,  from  furprize,  in  cafe 
things  ihould  take  another  turn,  and  Achitophets 
couniel  prevail  over  Hujhai's.  David  inftantly 
obeyed  the  friendly  monition  given  him,  with 
fuch  diligence  and  difpatch,  that  before  the  next 
morning  he  and  all  his  people  were  fafe  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  Jordan:  which,  as  it  required 
a  considerable  number  of  boats,  or  floats  of 
fomc  kind,  to  convey  them  over  a  river  not 
fordablc,  muft,  in  all  probability,  have  been  at 
tended  with  fome  circumftances  of  felicity,  • 
favoured  by  Providence.  And  we  need  not 
doubt,  but  he  now  took  as  much  care  to  retard 
the  pafifage  of  his  enemies,  in  cafe  they  purfued 
him,  as  he  had  before  done,  to  difpatch  his 
own. 

I  HAVE  often  thought,  that  an  hiftory  of 
Davids  piety,  in  all  the  various  events  of  his 
life,  could  it  be  regularly  purfued,  and  clearly 
conncfted,  would,  under  the  condud  of  a  ma- 
fterly  pen,  make  one  of  the  moft  curious  and 
entertaining  ( as  well  as  ufcfui )  relations  thq 
world  ever  beheld. 

W  E  have  already  feen  him  fending  back  the 
ark  of  GOD,  as  from  one  unworthy  the  divine 
prefence  and  proteclion  :  we  have  feen  him 
afcending  Mount  Olivet,  in  all  the  diftrefs  of 
humiliation  and  penitence;  his  head  covered, 

and  his  feet  bare,  and  weeping  as  he  went. 

We 
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We  have  feen  him  proftrate  on  the  fummit  of 
ir,  pouring  out  his  fupplications,  and  proclaim- 
ing  his  confidence  in  GOD. 

LET  us  now  follow  him  to  the  wildernefs; 
and  there  we  (hall  fee  him  again  ( upon  finding, 
that  his  enemies  took  counjel  againjl  him,  and  laid 
'wait  for  his  foul )  renewing  his  fupplications  in 
the  moft  affeding  and  pathetic  drains,  that  ever 
were  penned*.  Although  his  enemies  had 
faid,  ver.  j  i .  God  hathforjaken  him :  purjue  him, 
and  take  him ;  for  there  is  none  to  deliver  him  •, 
yet  was  his  hope  dill  ftrong,  in  that  GOD,  that 
he  would  deliver  him  out  of  the  hand  of  the  un 
righteous  and  cruel  man.  GOD,  who  had  pro- 
tefted  him  in  the  vigour  of  youth,  he  prayed, 
and  he  confided,  would  not  now  fail  him,  in 
the  infirmities  of  age.  What  though  his  own 
ftrength  was  decayed  \  he  would  go  againft  his 
enemies,  in  the  ftrength  of  the  Lor  d  God -\.  Now 
al/by  when  I  am  old  and  grey-headed^  0  God, 
for  fake  me  not,  until  I  have  Jhewed  thy  ftrength 
unto  this  generation^  and  thy  power  unto  all  them 
that  are  yet  to  come. 

I  T  could  neither  be  denied  nor  diflcmbled, 
that  he  was  now  reduced  to  great  diftrefs ;  but, 
great  as  his  diftrcffes  were,  he  had  been  re 
deemed  from  greater.  His  enemies  looked 
upon  him  as  a  dead  man,  but  they  forgot,  how 

*  Pfalm  Ixxi.  In  thee,  0  Lord,  have  I  put  my  truft. Deliver 

me  in  thy  right  eoufnefs,  and  caufe  me  tc  efcapc. Deliver  me,  O 

my  Goa \  out  of  the  hand  of  the  nvi  ked,  out  of  the  hand  of  the  un 
righteous  find  cruel  man," Caff  me  not  off  in  the  time  of  old  age  .* 

forfak;  me  not,  ivhen  my  Jlrengtk  failctl\ 
f  Ver,  1 6,  17,  1 8. 

cafily 
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cafily  the  hand  of  GOD  could  raife  him  up  again, 
as  from  the  grave;  and  not  only  renew,  but 
augment  his  grandeur.  Thou  which  haft  Jhewed 
me  great  and  fore  troubles^ /halt  quicken  me  again ; 
and  fi  alt  bring  me  up  again  jrom  the  depths  of  the 

earth Thou  jhalt  increaje  my  greatnefs / 

will  alfo  praife  thee  upon  the  pj 'alter y,  dec. For 

they  are  confounded,  they  are  brought  intofhame, 
that  jeek  my  hurt. 

S  o  he  confided,  and  fo  it  came  to  pafs  5  and 
Achitophel,  the  enemy's  arch-counfelior,  was  the 
firft  inftance  of  GOD'S  vengeance  upon  that  rebel- 
race.  For,  finding  his  heilifh,  but  falutary 
advice  to  Abfalom,  defpifed,  and  forefeeing  from 
thence,  that  David  muft  quickly  prevail  againft 
his  infatuated  enemies,  he  immediately  returned 
to  his  own  city,  put  his  houjhold  in  order,  and 
(in  defperation)  hanged  himfelf,  fays  the  text, 
and  died. 

WHEN  he  had  contrived,  infpired,  diffufed, 
and  propagated  evil,  through  an  innumerable 
multitude,  and  loaded  his  foul  with  all  the  hor 
rors  of  complicated  guilt,  that  hell  could  devile; 
treachery,  rebellion,  inceft,  parricide  !  he  hur 
ried  it  to  ail  the  vengeance  due  to  it  from  eternal 
juftice:  to  prevent  all  poffibility  of  reparation 
and  repentance,  he  died  in  the  ad  of  felf-mur- 
der.  So  perifhed  the  great  Macbiavel  of  that 
age;  the  very  wifeft  of  the  very  wifcmea  of 
Mis  world!  whofe  God  is  their  belly,  whofe  glory 
is  their  JJoame^  and  'wbo/e  end  is  d^flruSlion* 

BUT  it  is  time  to  return  to  David 

DAVID 
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DAVID  and  his  fon  now  fct  themfclves  to 
make  the  beft  preparations  they  could  5  the  one 
to  carry  on  his  unnatural  rebellion,  and  the 
other  to  defeat  it. 

AND  here,  perhaps,  the  reader  may  not 
think  it  amifsto  leave  them  awhile,  and  employ 
a  few  moments  in  reflections,  not  foreign  from 
the  affair  before  us. 

AND  firft  :  It  is  remarkable,  that  this  rebel 
lion  was,  in  all  appearance,  the  real,  although 
remote  confequence  of  David's  adultery.  For 
Bathfheba  was  the  daughter  of  Eliam  *,  and  we 
find  Eliam,  the  fon  of  Achitophel,  among  Da- 
vid's  worthiest:  confequently,  this  Eliam  was, 
in  all  probability,  the  father  of  Eathjheba ;  and 
if  fo,  then  may  we  fairly  conclude,  that  Achi- 
tophel  engaged  in  this  confpiracy,  in  revenge  for 
the  diftionour  done  to  his  family,  in  the  perfon 
of  Eathjheba^  which  no  ilibfequent  marriage 
could  repair  or  efface :  and  I  think,  we  may 
plainly  perceive,  in  the  determined  cruelty  of 
Achitophel's  advice  and  refoiution  to  deftroy 
David  with  his  own  hands,  all  the  malice  and 
rancour  of  a  particular  and  perfonal  revenge. 
And  if  this  be  the  true  ftate  of  the  cafe,  which  I 
am  far  from  adventuring  to  pronounce,  ( for  in 
deed  there  are  ftrong  probabilities  on  the  other 
fide  )  then  was  verified  that  fine  obfervation,  in 
the  ivifdom  of  Solomon,  ( recounted  among  the 
appointments  of  Providence)  That  wherewithal 
a  man  fmneth^  by  the  fame  aljb  fnail  he  be  pit- 
nijhcd. 

*  2  Sam.  xi.  3         f  2  Sum,  xxiii.  34. 

IN 
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I  N  the  next  place,  I  cannot  but  reflect  with 
aftonifhment,  upon  the  applaufe  which  Mr. 
Bayle  hath  gained  5  and  with  horror,  upon  the 
evil  errors  he  hath  fpread  by  his  cafuiftry !  and 
particularly  in  the  article  of  David.  He  is  very 
angry  with  Hufhai  for  deceiving  Abfalom ;  but 
much  more  with  David,  for  advifing  him  to  it. 
A  condud  which  he  loads  with  all  the  guilt  of 
feducing  his  friend  into  a  'damnable  fin,  which 
he  fhould  rather  have  loft  his  crown,  than  have 
fuffered  him  to  commit. 

IF  Mr.  Bayle  had  been  acquainted  with  the 
firft  principles  and  rudiments  of  the  law  of  na 
ture,  he  could  not  but  know,  that  Abfalom^  a 
traitor,  a  murderer,  a  rebel,  ( and,  as  far  as  in 
him  lay,  a  parricide  )  had,  as  fuch,  forfeited  all 
the  rights  of  fociety  5  but  more  efpecially  as  a 
rebel :  for  a  rebel,  who  fets  himfclf  to  overturn 
the  eftablifhed  government,  order,  and  peace  of 
any  community,  does,  by  that  hoftile  attempt, 
actually  diveft  himfelf  of  all  focial  rights  in  that 
community.  And  confequently  Hufhai  could 
no  more  be  guilty  of  fin,  in  deceiving  him,  in 
order  to  defeat  the  purpofes  of  his  villainy,  than 
he  could  be  guilty  of  a  fin,  in  deceiving  a  mad 
dog,  and  turning  him  away  from  murdering  his 
beft  friends. 

I  T  is  fcarcely  to  be  imagined^  how  any  cafuifl 
could  be  fo  fillily  fcrupulous,  as  to  make  the 
lead  doubt,  whether  any  man  in  his  fenfes  had 
a  right  to  deceive  a  mad- man,  ( whofe  only  de 
merit  is  a  difturbed  brain )  and  delude  him  from 

VOL.  II.  O  his 
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his  evil  purpofes :  how  much  more  then,  a  deli 
berate,  determined  traitor,  who  had  forfeited  all 
the  rights  of  humanity,  as  well  as  fociety!  a 
black  parricide,  mad  with  pride,  ambition,  and 
cruelty!  the  worft  exceffes  and  outrages  of  a 
corrupt  heart !  To  defeat  the  horrid  purpofes  of 
this  monfter's  villainy,  to  rob  him  of  the  glory 
of  maffacring  the  bed  friends  of  his  family,  of 
imbruing  his  hands  in  the  blood  of  all  his  bre 
thren,  and  crowning  rebellion  and  murder  with 
parricide  !  to  take  meafures  to  reftore  this 
wretch,  once  more,  to  the  mercy  of  a  tender 
forgiving  father,  and,  in  confequence,  to  repent 
ance,  and  a  right  fenfe  of  duty,  tofave  bis  foul 

alive! how  crying  a  guilt  was  it  in  David, 

to  form  a  defign  of  effecting  all  this,  and  ho\v 
damnable  a  fin  in  Hufoaiy  to  execute  it ! 


CHAP.    XII. 

DAVID  goes  to  Mahanaim,  and  gathers 
an  Army.  Abfalom  gaffes  the  Jordan, 
and  pitches  in  the  Land  of  Gilead. 
DAVID  fends  out  his  Forces  againft 
him^  under  the  Command  of  Joab,  Abi- 
fhai,  and  Ittai. 

WHEN  David  had  pafled  the  Jordan,  he 
went  direftly  to  Mabana$mt  lately  the 
jrcfidence  of  IJhboJhetbt  and  antiently  the  refting- 

place 
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place  of  Jacob-,  where  GOD  had  placed  him, 
under  th$  protection  of  two  hofts  of  Angels. 
The  king's  diftrefs  there,  at  this  time,  naturally 
led  him  to  reflect  upon  the  diftrefs  of  his  great 
anceftor,  in  the  fame  place  :  where  being  en- 
compafled  with  a  weak  and  helplefs  family  of 
wives  and  children,  as  David  now  was,  news 
was  brought  him,    that  his  brother  Ejau  was 
coming  againft  him  with  a  ftrong  band  of  men, 
and,  as  he  had  too  much  reafon  to  apprehend,, 
with  an  hoftile  difpofition  to  deftroy  him.  Could 
any  thing  be  more  natural,  than  for  David  to 
cry  out,  upon  that  occafion,  as  he  doth  in  the 
thirty-fourth  Pfalm?  ver.  6,    7.    This  poor  man 
cried,  and  the  Lord  heard  him.    and  faved  him 
out  of  all  his  troubles.     The  angel  of  the  Lord  en- 
campeth  round  about  them  that  fear  him,  and  de 
liver  etb  them.     That  GOD,  who  delivered  Ja 
cob  from  his  brother,    could,   with  equal  eafe, 
deliver  David  from  his  cruel  fon.     The  meek 
and  humble  "Jacob  trufted  in  GOD,  and  was  de 
livered  5  and  why  might  not  David  hope  for  a 
like  deliverance,    under  the  fame  fpirit  of  hu 
miliation,  and  truft  in  the  divine  protection?  It 
is  fcarcely  to  be  imagined,  how  David  could 
avoid  falling  into  this  train  of  thinking,  in  this 
place,  at  this  time;  and,  if  he  did  fall  into  it,  it 
is  lefs  to  be  imagined,    how  he  could  refrain 
from  expre fling  it;  at  lead,  fo  far,  as  to  leave 
fome  traces  and  memorials  of  it  behind  him! 
And  fuch  memorials,  (befide  that  now  cited)  I 
apprehend,  are  plainly  to  be  found  in  the  twenty  ~ 
fccond  and  twenty-fifth  Pfalms  5  both  of  which 
O  z  may 
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may  very  naturally  be  prefumed  to  have  been 
written  on  this  occafion.  Thus  Pfalm  xxii.  ver. 
I,  2,  3,  4,  &c.  My  God,  look  upon  me:  Why 
haft  thou  forfaken  me  ?  — -  And  thou  continue  ft 
holy,  O  thou  worjhip  of  Ifrael.  Our  fathers  trufled 
in  thee,  and  thou  didft  deliver  them,  &c.  GOD 

had  made  good  his  promifes  to  Jacob his 

promifes  made  to  him  in  this  very  place.  The 
'worjhip  of  Ifrael  ft  ill  continued  holy  :  Why  then 
fhould  not  David  hope  to  have  his  promifes 
made  good  to  him  alfo,  although  he  was  now, 
in  all  appearance,  upon  the  very  brink  of  ruin? 
So  alfo,  Pfal.  xxv.  ver.  i,  &c.  My  God,  I 
have  put  my  truft  in  thee ;  let  me  not  be  confounded, 
neither  let  mine  enemies  triumph  over  me:  for 
all  they  that  hope  in  thee  fhall  not  be  afhamed; 
but  Juch  as  tranfgrejs  without  a  caufe,  Jhall  be 

put   to  confufion   Lead  me  forth    into  thy 

truth  —  Call  to    remembrance,    O  Lord,    thy 

tender  mercies,  which  have  been  ever  of  old 

He  then  proceeds  to  implore  pardon  for  his 
fins,  the  true  caufe  of  all  his  calamities.  And 
rightly  recollecting,  that  he  himfelf  was  Ja 
cob's  reprefentative,  and  heir  of  the  promifes  made 
to  him,  he  concludes,  with  fupplicating,  as  in 
his  perfon,  Deliver  Ifrael,  O  God,  out  of  all  his 
troubles.  Such  fmcere  penitence,  fuch  fteady 
faith,  fuch  perfevering  piety,  could  not  fail  to 
prevail  in  the  end.  His  prayers  were  heard  ;  and, 
to  fhew  they  were,  it  pleafed  GOD  to  infpire 
(in  this  critical  and  decifive  juncture)  the  hearts 
r.f  many  faithful  fubjeds,  and  brave  foldiers, 
rith  flgnal  zeal  for  his  fervice$  and  they  reforted 

to 
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to  him  from  all  quarters,  with  fuch  expedition, 
and  in  fuch  numbers,  that  in  a  few  days  he  had 
a  coiiv.^1  ere  army  at  his  command,  which  he  di 
vided  Into  four  bodies:  one  he  referved  with 
in  the  city,  and  over  the  other  three  he  placed 
three  brave  captains,  Joab,  Abifhai,  and  Ittai^ 
one  at  the  head  of  each.     Provifions  alfo  of  all 
kinds  were  poured  in  upon  him,  from  perfons 
of  the  greateft  Jiftin&ion  throughout  all  the  re 
gions  round  about :    among  whom  Shobi,  the 
fon  of  Nabafh,  of  Rabbah,  of  the  children  oi. 
Ammon,  is  placed  firft.     And  as  the  provifions 
fent  were  in   great  plenty,  (  with  utenfils  of 
various  kinds)  fufficient  for  David,  and  all  his 
forces,  this  fhews.the  power  and  wealth  of  thofe 
that  fupplied  them,    as  well  as  their  affe&ion 
to  David.     And  therefore  the  inference  from 
hence   is  natural,   that  when  David  chaftifed 
the  agents  and  inftruments  of  Hanun's  tyranny, 
he   left  Sbobi  in  the  regency  of  the  country, 
with  fuch  marks  of  kindnefs  and  friendfhip  to 
him,  as  now  engaged  Shobi,   in  his  turn,   to 
give    the  king   all  poflible   demonftrations  of 
affedion  and  gratitude,  in  his  diftrefs  5  a  feafon 
in  which  any  other  principles,  than  gratitude 
and  affeftion,  would  have  operated  in  a  very 
different  manner.     And  fome  of  the  utenfils 
fent,  the  beds  particularly,  fhew  a  peculiar  and 
perfonal  concern  for  the  eafe  and  conveniency 
both  of  David  and  his  family  5  and  were  indeed 
(in  thofe  circumftances)  the  proper  prefents  of 
one  prince  to  another,  perfonally  eftcemed  and 
honoured, 

O  3  THE 
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THE  next  man  of  confequence,  who  diftin- 
guifhed  himfelf  in  his  affcftion  and  zeal  for 
David,  on  this  occafion,  was  Machir,  the  fon 
of  Ammiel,  of  Lodebar,  the  friend  and  protedor 
of  Mepbibofljeth,  who,  from  that  very  chara&er, 
muft  be  prefumed  to  have  been,  at  firft,  in 
fome  degree,  difaffeckd  to  Davids  but  now, 
not  only  reconciled,  but  zealoufly  attached  to 
him,  and  probably,  in  a  great  meafure,  from 
the  king's  moft  noble  manner  of  treating  Mephi- 
boflieth.  The  laft  of  thofe  who  had  now  di- 
ftinguifhed  their  zeal  for  David,  is  Barzillai, 
the  Gileaditei  a  man  of  a  very  uncommon 
character,  very  aged,  very  wealthy,  and  very 
generous!  A  man,  who,  with  all  the  bodily 
infirmities  of  old  age,  was  yet  clear  of  all  thofe 
which  difhonour  and  deform  the  mind,  in  that 
feafon;  equally  fuperior  to  timorous  caution, 
fordid  avarice,  and  unfuited  luxury:  as  will 
be  further  feen  in  the  fequel  of  this  hiftory. 

THE  circumftances  now  related  were  all  fo 
many  happy  beginnings  and  omens  of  David's 
future  fuccefs;  and  pledges  of  that  juft  and  hum 
ble  confidence,  which  he  had  placed  in  the 
divine  favour  and  protection.  Let  us  leave  him 
to  all  the  confolation  of  thefe  happy  hopes,  and 
return  to  Abjalom. 

WHEN  Abfalom  had  indulged  his  criminal 
commerce  with  his  father's  concubines  (as  the 
occafion  and  circumftances  too  ftrongly  indicate) 
to  fatiety  5  a  fatiety,  even  in  the  lowed  degree 
of  guilt,  confefledly  dreadful ;  he  proceeded  to 
reward  the  merit,  and  hide  the  horrors,  of  his 

inccft, 
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inceft,  in  the  pomp  and  fplendor  of  a  public 
coronation  5  and  was  accordingly  folemnly  an 
ointed  *  and  crowned.  And  it  is  probable,  that, 
by  the  time  this  affair  was  over,  he  found 
his  forces  ftrong  enough  to  attempt  upon  his 
father.  He  gave  the  chief  command  of  his 
army  to  Amafa,  another  of  David's  nephews, 
the  fon  of  his  filler  Abigail:  and  it  is  rcafon- 
able  to  believe,  from  the  words  of  the  text, 
that  his  forces  were  very  numerous;  for  when 
the  facred  hiftorian  informs  us,  that  Abjahm 
faffed  over  Jordan,  he  adds,  be  and  all  the  men 
of  Ifrael  with  him  >  and  they  pitched  in  the  land 
of  Gilead. 

WHEN  David  found  himfelf  fufficiently 
ftrong  to  go  againft  the  enemy,  he  refolved 
not  to  wait  their  coming,  but  give  the  affault  5 
and  accordingly  marched  his  forces  out  of  the 
city,  under  the  three  captains  before-mentioned, 
declaring,  that  he  himfelf  alfo  would  go  forth 
with  them,  and  mare  their  fate ;  which  his 
people  earneftly  diuiiaded  him  from;  infilling, 
that  he  fhould  flay  behind,  and,  if  occafion 
were,  fuccour  them  from  the  city:  for  that 
their  defeat,  if  they  fhould  fly,  was  of  little 
confequcnce,  whilft  he  was  fafe,  whole  fingle 
life  was  worth  ten  thoufand  of  theirs.  The 
king  yielded  to  their  affectionate  imreatics;  and 
I  am  perfuaded,  he  did  it  with  lefs  reludance, 
upon  a  refle&ion,  that  he  mud  otherwife  go 
againft  his  own  fubjeds,  and  draw  his  fword 
againft  a  rebel  fon,  whom  he  could  not  think 

Sara.  xix.  10. 
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of  but  with  too  much  tendernefs,  in  fpite  of 
all  his  crimes.  And,  as  a  proof  of  this,  he, 
that  moment,  gave  the  kindeft  charge  con 
cerning  him,  to  all  his  captains:  Deal  gently r, 

for  my  fake,  with  the  young  man with  Abja- 

lom.  He  begs  them  to  deal  gently  with  that 
young  man,  as  if  all  his  faults  were  more  thofe 
of  his  youth,  than  his  nature.  But  at  the  fame 
time,  that  his  people  could  not  but  difcern, 
in  thefe  words,  the  excefs  of  his  weaknefs  for 
that  profligate  fon;  they  could  not  but  obferve 
alfo,  in  them,  a  calm  prefage  and  alTurance  of 
their  fuccefs  againft  their  enemies. 

A  BATTLE  quickly  cnfued,  and  I  think, 
yofephus's  account  of  it  is  the  leaft  rational 
and  fatisfadory  that  can  well  be  imagined. 
He  tells  us,  that  Joab  put  his  army  in  battle* 
array,  over-againft  the  enemy,  in  a  great  plain, 
with  a  wood  behind  him ;  and  that  the  enemy 
were  routed,  and  driven  with  great  {laughter, 
through  the  forefts  and  valleys. 

Now,  in  the  facred  writings,  we  hear  but 
of  one  wood,  in  which  they  tell  us  the  bat 
tle  was  fought ;  as  alfo,  that  David's  army- 
marched  out  of  the  city,  and  gave  the  affault. 
This  account  is  very  fhort  5  but  thus  much  I 
think  we  may  fairly  conclude  from  it,  that 
David  carefully  concealed  the  number  of  his 
forces  from  -the  enemy;  in  all  probability,  to 
make  them  imagine  him  much  weaker  than 
in  truth  he  was.  And  it  is  highly  probable, 
that  it  was  to  this  end  alfo,  that  he  divided 
Jus  army  into  three  bodies,  under  thre^  feveral 

captain^ 


B.  4.        the  Life  of  King  DAVID.     201 

captains.   Now,  if  we  fuppofe  two  of  thefe  bodies 
carefully  lodged  and  concealed  in  the  fides  of  the 
wood  of  Ephraim,  (where  the  battle  was  fought) 
and  the   third  let   out  from  the  centre  of  it, 
(by  Jozb,  for  inftance)  againft  the  enemy ;  and, 
upon  the  aflault,  retiring,  and,  as  it  were  dri 
ven  back  again,  by  the  enemy,  into  the  heart 
of  the  wood  ;   and  that  then   David's  forces, 
who  had  lined  the  wood,  ftarted  up  from  their 
cover,  upon  a  fignal  given,  and  affaulted  Ab- 
falonis  army  in  flank   on  either  fide  5  nothing 
can  be  imagined  more  likely  to  throw  them 
into  the   utmoft  confufion  and  confternation ; 
and,  of  confequence,  to  ga:n  David  a  complete 
victory.     And,  without  fome  fuch  fuppofitiou 
as  this,  it  is  fcarcely  to  be  imagined,  how  an 
univerfal  battle  fhould  be  fought  in  a  wood ; 
and  how  a  lefs   army  could    there   deftroy  a 
greater ,  or  how  that  greater  could  be  driven 
through  a  wood,  which,  according  to  Jofephus's 
account,  lay  at  the  back  of  their  enemies.     Nor 
indeed,  in  my  apprehenfion,  is  the  text  intelli 
gible,  but  upon  fome  fuppofition  of  this  kind  5 
which  tells  us,   literally  that  the  people  (that  is, 
David's  forces)  went  out  into  the  field  again/I 
Ifraely  and  the  battle  was  in  the  wood  of  Ephraim, 
where  the  people  of  IJrael  were  /lain  before  the 
fervants  of  David.     Which  plainly  (hews,  that 
Da-iid's   forces  fought  not  to  any   effed,   till 
they  retreated  into  the  wood ,  and  there  they 
exerted  themfelves  with  full  vigour  againft  their 
enemies ;  which  is  unimaginable,  upon  any  other 
fuppofition,  than  that  they  there  had  them  to 

more 
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more  advantage  5  probably,  from  the  ambufhes 
there  laid  againft  them. 

In  this  general  rout,  Abfalom  fled  amongft 
the  reft,  and  was  met  by  fome  of  the  fervants 
of  Davids  who,  revering  the  king's  command, 
let  him  pafs  unhurt:  yet  he  efcaped  not;  for 
whom  they  would  not  arreft,  the  divine  ven 
geance  did :  for,  as  he  fled  on  his  mule,  The 
mule,  fays  the  text,  went  under  the  thick  boughs  of 
a  great  oak  $  and  his  head  caught  hold  of  the  oak,  and 
be  was  taken  up  between  the  heaven  and  the  earth, 
and  the  mule  that  was  wider  him  went  away. 

IN  this  pofture,  one  of  Joab's  foldiers  faw 
him,  and  informed  his  general  of  what  he  faw, 
and  was  reproved  by  him  for  not  difpatching 
the  traitor,  when  he  had  him  in  his  power; 
which  if  he  had  done,  he  would  have  given 
him  ten  fhekels  of  filver,  and  a  military  girdle. 
To  which  the  foldier  replied,  That,  although 
he  fhould  give  him  a  thoufand  fhekels  of  filver, 
he  would  not  difobcy  the  king's  command, 
iffued,  in  his  own  hearing,  to  ail  his  captains; 
and  that,  if  he  had  difobeyed  it,  he  fhould  have 
afted  a  lye  againft  his  own  life;  for  nothing 
was  concealed  from  the  king,  and  perhaps  Joab 
himfelf  would  have  been  the  firft  to  inform 
him.  At  this,  Joab  turned  from  him  in  a 
chafe;  and,  taking  three  darts  in  his  hand,  he 
thruft  them,  fays  the  text,  through  the  heart  of 
Abfalom,  while  he  was  yet  alive  in  the  mid  ft  of 
the-  oak;  and  ten  young  men,  that  bare  Joab's 
armour,  compared  about,  andfmote  Abfalom,  and 
Jlew  him. 

THIS 
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THIS  done,  Joab  founded  a  retreat,  and 
put  an  end  to  the  carnage  of  the  enemy.  And 
when  the  foldiers  were  all  returned  from  the 
purfuit,  they  took  down  Abfahm  from  the  tree, 
threw  him  into  a  great  pit  in  the  wood,  and 
laid  a  great  heap  of  ftones  upon  him.  Stone- 
ing  no  death,  was  the  legal  punimment  of  re 
bellion  againft  parents,  and  therefore  they,  who 
could  not  chaftife  him  living,  for  this  iin,  now 
branded  him  dead,  as  he  dcferved*.  It  feems, 
having  no  fon  to  continue  his  name,  he  had 
creeled  a  monument  to  it,  hewn  out  of  the 
living  rock,  which  he  meant  to  be  of  perpetual 
duration,  and  may  perhaps  be  fo,  (for  it  is 
ftill  extant,  and  no  defpicable  remain  of  antient 
architecture)  if  it  be  not  buried  in  the  ftones 
thrown  at  it,  in  deteftation  of  his  memory,  by 
all  that  pats  by  it.  For  now  this  work  of 
vanity  is  become  a  memorial  of  reproach. 
Strange  power  of  guilt,  which  can,  in  one  mo 
ment,  turn  all  the  devices  of  vanity,  all  the 
memorials  of  excellence,  all  the  fecurities  of 
fame,  into  monuments  of  infamy. 

THUS  fell  this  cruel,  this  murderous,  this 
inceftuous  parricide !  and  with  him  twenty 
thoufand  of  his  rebel  adherents  5  fome  by  the 
fword  in  battle,  and  in  flight,  (for  they  were 
fcattered  over  the  face  of  all  the  country)  but 
more  in  the  wood,  being  probably  wedged  to 
to  death  between  trees,  trampled  upon  flumps, 

*  And  this,  I  apprehend,  gave  rife  to  the  cuftom  amongft  us  of 
throwing  heaps  of  ftones  upon  the  graves  of  malefa&ors,  altho'  it 
was  of  earlier  ufe  among  the  Jews,  Jofh.  vii,  26, 

and 
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and  tumbled  into  pit-falls,  in  the  prefs  and  hurry 
of  their  flight,  and  fome  of  them,  perhaps,  de 
voured  by  wild  beads,  where  they  hoped  to  be 
concealed. 

WHEN  the  battle  was  over  Ahimaaz  begged 
to  be  made  the  mefTenger  of  this  good  fuccefs 
to  the  king :    but  Joaby  who  loved  him,  and 
knew  how  difagreeable  the  account  of  Abfahms 
fate  would  be  to  David,  refufed  to  let  him  be 
the  bearer  pf  fuch  unwelcome   news.     And, 
calling  to  one  of  his  attendants,    whofe  name 
was  Luflri,  bid  him  go  and  tell  the  king  what  he 
had  feen.     And  Cujhi,  fays  the  text,  bowed  him- 
Jelf and  ran.     However,  Ahimaaz,  revolv 
ing  Joab's  reafon  for  refufmg  to  fend  him  on 
that  errand,  and  recollecting  that  he  could  diftin- 
guilli  between  what  was  agreeable,  and  what 
was  diflafteful  to  the  king,  in  the  fuccefs  of  that 
day,  begged  to  be  permitted  to  run  after  Cufoii  and 
Joab  gave  way  to  his  importunity  :  and  he,  take- 
ing  the  ad  vantage  of  an  eafier  road,  outran  Cujhi. 

O  N  E  of  David's  watchmen  efpied  them  fpeed- 
ing  forward,  and  immediately  informed  the 
king  j  who,  hearing  of  one  man  coming  alone, 
concluded  him  a  mefienger  fent  by  Joab,  with 
fome  account  of  the  battle :  and  the  watchman 
then  calling  out,  That  he  faw  another  man  run 
ning  alone,  the  king  concluded,  that  he  alfo 
was  fent  with  further  news,  and,  upon  the 
watchman's  telling  him,  That  he  took  the  fore- 
moft  to  be  Ahimaaz,  the  fon  of  Zadok,  the  king 
faid.  He  is  a  good  man,  and  bringeth  good  tidings. 
And  when  Ahimaaz  came  within  hearing,  he 

cric4 
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cried  out,  All  is  well:  and  coming  up  to  the 
king,  fell  proftrate  before  him,  and  blelTed 
GOD  for  the  deliverance  wrought  in  his  favour 
againft  his  rebel  fubjeds.  The  king  then  eagerly 
inquiring,  Whether  Abfakm  were  fafe  ?  Ahimaaz 
anfwered,  That  when  he  came  away,  he  faw  a 
great  tumults  but  could  not  tell  what  it  meant. 

THE  king,  doubtlefs,  apprehended  the  worft; 
and  Ahimaaz  s  difllmulation  had  this  good 
cfFed,  that  it  prepared  him  for  it. 

CUSH  i  came  up  foon  after,  and  repeated  the 
joyful  tidings,  that  Ahimaaz  had  brought.  And, 
being  alfo  asked,  If  Abfakm  were  fafe  \  he  an 
fwered  with  a  wifh,  That  all  the  king's  enemies 
might  be  as  that  ^oung  man.  The  king  could 
not  (land  the  account  5  bat  immediately  ran  up 
to  his  chamber,  to  give  vent  to  his  diflrefs :  yet 
could  not  refrain  from  tears  and  lamentations, 
even  till  he  got  thither  5  but  was  heard  crying 
out,  as  he  went,  O  my  fon  Abfakm  !  my  Jon,  my 
fin  Abfakm  ! Would  God  1  had  died  for  thee, 

0  Abfakm  I  my  fon,  my  fon  ! 

THE  king's  command  to  fpare  Abfakm,  was 
indeed  an  extraordinary  inftance  of  mercy 
(equalled  only  in  him,  who,  dying,  prayed  for 
his  murderers);  yet  it  is  to  be  accounted  for 
from  his  fatherly  fondnefs,  and  the  benignity  of 
his  nature.  But  there  is  fomething  aftonifhing 
in  this  excefs  of  grief  for  fuch  a  reprobate  5  and, 

1  confeis,  it  is,  to  me,  utterly  unaccountable, 
from  any  other   principle,    than  the   fad    and 
fhocking  refle&ion,  of  his  having  died  with  all 
his  fins  upon  his  head ;  and  gone  clown  quick  to 
perdition.  I 
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I  CAN  recollect  but  one  man  in  all  the  ac 
counts  of  antiquity,  whofe  character  will  bear 
to  be  compared  with  AbfalomSj  and  that  is, 
Cyrus  the  younger. 

CYRUS  was  allowed  the  completed,  moft 
accomplifhcd  man  among  the  Per/ians,  as  Abfa- 
lorn  among  the  Ifraelites.  There  is  nothing  par 
ticularly  faid  of  his  beauty  (except,  that  he  had  a 
great  quantity  of  long  hair) :  but  as  he  is  allowed 
the  moft  majeftic  man  among  the  Perftans,  after 
the  elder  Cyrus,  who  was  remarkably  beautiful ; 
and  as  perfonal  advantages  always  entered  into  the 
idea  of  a  majeftic  man,  in  the  earlier  ages  j  it  is 

probable,  that  Cyrus  alfo  excelled  in  thefe 

They  were  both  royally  defcended;  both  im 
moderately  ambitious  5  both  bent  upon  deftroy- 
ing  their  brothers,  who  flood  in  their  way  to 
the  throne  5    and  both  laid    trains  to  deftroy 
them.     Cyrus  mifcarried   in  his  attempt;    but 
Abfalom  fucceeded  in  his.     Both  were  pardoned 
thefe  crimes,  for  which  they  deferved  to  die: 
and  both  no  fooner  pardoned,  than  they  formed 
a  defign  of  rebellion  againft  the  perfons  who 
forgave  them ;  which  they  carried  on  by  a  long 
train  of  praftifed  popularity,  calumny,  and  difli- 
mulation.     And,  to  conclude,  they  both  died 
in  rebellion,  and  in  battle,  the  one  againft  his 
father,  the  other  againft  his  brother :  and  both 
died  childlefs,  at  lead  without  heirs  to  continue 
their  name.     Here  indeed  they  differed :  Arta- 
xerxes  infulted  the  remains  of  his  rebellious  bro 
ther.  David  lamented  the  death  of  his  rebellious 
fon, 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.     XIII. 

DAVID,  grieving  to  Excefs^  is  reproved 
by  Joab,  and  brought  to  appear  in 
public.  Meafures  are  concerted  with 
Zadok  and  Abiathar,  for  his  Reftora- 
tion.  *fhe  King  returns  to  his  Capital. 

Wr  H  E  N  David's  army  perceived  his  affli- 
ftion,  they  confidered  themfelves,  as  a 
kind  of  criminals,  who  had  contravened  the 
king's  command,  and  were,  upon  that  fcore,  in 
difgrace  with  him  :  and  for  that  reafon  they  ftole 
back  to  the  city  in  filence,  as  men,  not  lefs 
afhamed  of  the  battle  they  had  won,  than  if  they 
had  fled  from  their  enemies :  by  which  means 
the  vi&ory  of  that  day  was  turned  into  mourning, 
unto  all  the  people. 

WHEN  Joab  returned  from  the  field,  and  faw 
the  king  abandoned  to  grief,  and  lamenting  his 
fon  in  a  moft  diftrefsful  manner  j  the  people  alfo 
difconfolate,  hanging  down  their  heads,  and 
hiding  themfelves;  he  broke  in  upon  the  king, 
without  any  previous  form  or  referve,  and, 
giving  a  full  loofe  to  the  impetuofity  of  his 
nature,  fiercely  reproached  him  with  a  moft 
unkind  and  unbecoming  behaviour  to  a  brave 
army,  who  had  juft  faved  him  and  his  family 
from  deftrudion;  and  yet  were  treated  as  fo 
many  cowards  and  traitors  5  and  a  rebellious, 
reprobate  fon,  fo  far  preferred  to  all  their  united 

merits, 
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merits,  that  he  was  well  fatisfied,  that  if  all  they 
had  perifhed  in  their  duty,  and  that  fmgle  Ion 
furvived,  it  had  been  matter  of  joy  to  their 
fovereign.  He  then  added  a  furious  threat,  and 
confirmed  it  by  a  folemn  oath,  by  the  living 
GOD,  that  if  he  did  not  inftantly  quit  his  apart 
ment,  appear  in  public,  and  treat  his  people  as 
they  defervcd,  they  would  that  moment  defert 
him,  as  one  man  5  which  would  be  far  worfe 
than  all  the  calamities  that  had  hitherto  befallen 
him. 

THE  king,  however  offended  by  this  rough 
treatment,  and  offenfive  truth,  neverthelefs, 
thought  fit  to  diffemble  his  refentment  for  the 
prefent  ^  and  immediately  left  his  chamber,  and 
went  to  the  gate,  the  feat  of  public  juftice,  where 
he  gave  audience  to  the  people:  who  imme 
diately  reforted  thither  in  crouds  to  him ;  and 
were  received,  and  treated  by  him,  as  they  de- 
ferved  ;  or  rather,  as  well  as  his  prefent  diftrefs 
would  allow. 

DAVID,  now  victorious  over  a  rebel  army, 
totally  ruined  and  routed,  had  it  fully  in  his 
power  to  take  ample  revenge  of  all  thofe,  whofe 
treachery  and  infidelity  (which  had  fo  lately 
brought  him  to  the  brink  of  ruin)  well  deferved 
to  be  fcverely  chaftifed.  And  it  is  evident,  that 
if  he  had  had  any  thing  revengeful  or  languinary 
in  his  nature,  he  could  now  want  no  pretext, 
either  of  juftice  or  policy,  to  indulge  it  to  the 
full :  but  he  was  governed  by  very  different  prin 
ciples;  and  fa\v  the  whole  affair  of  his  foil's 
rebellion,  and  his  own  conqueft,  in  another 

light. 
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light.     He  knew  the  firft  to  be  the  effect  of  his 
guilt,  and  the  lad  the  fruit  of  his  penitence  and 
humiliation  before  GOD,  and  therefore  made 
no  other  change  in  his  conduct,  than  from  prayer 
and  penitence,  to  gratitude  and  thankfgiving, 
and  a  patient  humble  expectation  of  his  provi 
dential  difpofal  of  the  event.     Nor  did  he  fail 
of  his  reward :  for  now  it  Itemed  good  to  the 
great  Governor  of  the  world,  who  at  his  plea- 
f  lire  jlilleth  the  raging  of  the  fea,  and  the  madnefs 
cf  the  people,  to  turn  the  hearts  of  David's  fub- 
jeds,  as  it  were,  in  one  inftant,  in  his  favour; 
infomuch  that  they  now  returned  to  their  duty, 
with  as  much  eager  zeal,  as  they  had,  but  a  few 
days  before,  rufhed  into  rebellion  againft  him. 
And  now  their  only  contention  was,  which  of 
their  tribes  fhould  moft  fignalize  their  loyalty 
and  affedion  for  their  fovereign.     They  now 
recollected  the  many  deliverances  from  their 
enemies,  wrought  for  them  by  his  hand;  and 
could  not  but  find  it  an  ill  return  for  thofe  bleiT- 
ings,  to  drive  him  out  of  his  kingdom.     They 
reflected,  that  the  man,  in  whofe  favour  they 
rebelled,  was  dead  5  and  what  could  they  now 
do  better  than  return  to  their  duty,  and  rcinftate 
their  lawful  fovereign  on  his  throne?  The  only 
queftion  was,  how  they  fhould  go  to  work,  and 
where  they  fhould  begin.     Things  do  not  eafily 
falLintp  their  antient  and  true  order,  after  fo 
much  tumult  and  confufton,  as  was  now  fprcad 
through  the  land  5  and  David  rightly  judged, 
that  it  required  the  skill  and  addrefs   of  ibme 
men  of  wifdom,  and  weight  with  the  people, 
VOL.  II.  T  to 
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to  fet  things  right,  and  conduct  them  in  their 
natural  courfe :  and  accordingly  he  chofe  Zadok 
and  Abiathar,  the  priefts,  to  be  his  agents  in 
the  affair  5  and  advifed  them  to  apply  them- 
felves,  firft,  to  the  tribe  of  Judah  $  and  to  re 
prove  their  delay  and  inactivity  in  taking  proper 
meafures  for  bringing  the  king  back ;  efpecially 
when  they  knew,  that  all  the  other  tribes  were 
intent  upon  his  reftoration,  and  had  given  him 
ftrong  aifurances  to  that  purpofe.  And,  to  in 
fluence  them  more  effectually,  the  king  added 
this  kind  meffage  to  them,  from  his  own  mouth : 
Te  are  my  brethren,  ye  are  my  bo?ies,  and  my  fe/h: 
Wherefore  then  are  ye  the  laft  to  bring  back  the 

king? And  forafmuch  as  Joab's  credit  with 

the  army  had  for  a  long  time  been  infupportable 
to  David}  had  formerly  protected  him  under 
the  guilt  of  Abners  murder,  and  lately  under  an 
avowed  contempt  of  his  fovereign's  commands, 
David  judged  this  a  fit  opportunity  of  humbling 
his  infolencc,  and  reprefling  his  power,  by 
placing  Amafa  at  the  head  of  his  forces :  and 
accordingly  he  fent  him  a  kind  mefTage,  to 
remind  him  of  his  near  relation  to  his  prince, 
and  to  allure  him  of  the  fupreme  command  in 
the  army,  if  he  returned  to  his  duty.  This  kind 
treatment  of  that  rebel,  captain  of  the  hoftile 
hoft,  and  all  his  rebel  adherents,  had  all  the 
effect  that  he  could  hope  for  ;  it  touched  their 
hearts,  and  melted  them  into  loyalty  and  affe 
ction  5  and  they  immediately  deputed  the  heads 
of  their  tribe  to  wait  upon  the  king,  and  invite 
him  to  return;  and  he  immediately  complied 

with 
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with  their  requeft,  and  began  his  progress  to  the 
river  Jordan ;  and  had  not  gone  far,  before  the 
principal  perfons  of  his  whole  tribe  met  him,  in 
a  body,  to  conduct  him  over  the  river.  Shimei 
alfo,  thcBetygwite,  who  had  fo  lately  reviled  and 
curled  the  king,  now  waited  upon  him,  attended 
by  a  thoufand  men  of  his  tribe;  and,  falling 
down  at  David's  feet,  confeffed  his  guilt,  and 
his  perverfenefs,  and  implored  forgivenefs  ;  add 
ing,  with  a  very  refined  addrefs,  Thy  fervant 
doth  know,  that  I  have  finned :  therefore,  behold,  I 
am  come  tbefirjl,  this  day,  of  all  the  houfe  ofjofephy 
to  go  down  to  meet  my  lord  the  king. 

HE  very  well  knew,  that  a  Benjamite,  of  the 
family  of  Saul,  came  but  ill  recommended  to 
David,  under  that  character  5  and  therefore  he 
would  not  denominate  himfclf  from  Benjamin, 
but  from  Joftph,  his  beloved  brother.  Abifkat^ 
who  had  before  fo  highly  relented  his  vile  treat 
ment  of  David,  thought  this  a  fit  feafon  for 
wreaking  his  revenge;  and  accordingly  reminded 
the  king  of  Sbimei's  infolence,  in  hopes  of  his 
permiffion  to  chaftife  it  5  which  David  refufed 
'  with  indignation,  and  a  reproof,  becoming  a 
great  king  :  What  have  I  to  do  with  you,  ye  Jons 
of  Zeruiah,  that  ye  Jhould  this  day  be  adversaries 
to  me?  (Was  this  the  duty  of  their  relation,  to 
ad  the  part  of  his  worft  enemies  ?)  Shall  any  man 
be  put  to  death  this  day  in  Ifrael?  I  know  that  I 
am  this  day  king  over  Ifrael.  Should  the  day  of 
his  reconcilement  to  his  people  be  blemifhed 
with  blood?  He  knew  himfelf  a  king,  not  of 
one  party,  but  of  his  whole  people  5  and  there- 

P  2  fore 
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fore  wifely  refolved,  that  his  fatherly  afFedion 
fhould  extend  to  them  all.     He  knew  himfelf  a 
fovercign,  and  he  knew,  that  mercy  and  for- 
givencfs  were  the  nobleft  privileges  of  fovc- 
reignty.     And,  when  he  had  fignified  this,  he 
turned  to  Shimei,  pronounced  his  pardon,  and 
confirmed  it  wirh  an  oath,  that  he  fhould  not  die. 
WITH  Shimei  went  Ziba  alfo,  the  flanderer 
of  Mephibofoeth,  with  his  fifteen  fons,  and  twenty 
fcrvants,  to  meet,  and  to  do  obeifance  to  the 
king,  and  conduct  him  over  the  river :  to  which 
purpofe  the  people  of  Judah  prepared  a  boat, 
which  firft  carried  over  the  king's  houfhold,  and 
then  returned  to  carry  over  the  king :  and  with 
him,  his  aged  and  faithful  friend  Barzillai,  the 
Gileadites  who  had  fo  gcncroufly,  and  fo  amply, 
provided   for  his  fuftenance,    while  he  Jay  at 
Mahanaim.     The  king,  unwilling  to  be  outdone 
in  gcnerofity,  would  fain  have  prevailed  upon 
him  to  go  with  him  to  Jerufalem,  and  allow 
him  to  take  care  of  him  there,  for  the  reft  of 
his  life;  that  he  might  have  continual  opportu 
nities  of  expreffing  his  gratitude,  and  repaying 
what  he  owed  him :  but  Barzil/ai,  in  a  fpirit  of 
true   wifdom,  and  becoming  moderation,  de 
clined  this  generous  offer.     The  pleafures  of  a 
court  had  no  charms  for  him,  in  that  advanced 
age :  he  was  then  fourfcore  years  old  5  his  fenfcs 
and  appetites  were  long  fince  palled,  and  both 
mufic  and  banquets  had  loft  all  their  relifh.     He 
therefore  begged  the  king  to  give  him  leave  to 
wait  upon  him  over  the  river,  and  then  return 
to  his  own  city  5  there  to  die  in  peace,  and  be 

laid 


B.  4.        the  Life  of  King  DAVID.       113 

laid  In  the  grave  of  his  father  and  his  mother- 
But,  if  his  majefty  pleafcd,  he  might  take  his  ion 
Chimham  with  him,  and  deal  with  him  as  he 
thought  proper.  The  king  readily  confentcd 
to  take  the  young  man  with  him,  promifcd  to 
provide  for  him,  and  afiured  BarzOlai,  he  would 
do  every  thing  elfe  he  defired.  And,  when  the 
old  man  had  conduced  David  as  far  as  he  pro- 
pofed,  the  king  took  his  laft  leave  of  him;  kiUcd 
and  blefled  him,  and  fuffercd  him  to  return  to 
his  own  home  5  but  took  Chimham  with  him  to 
Jerujalemi  whither  he  was  conducted  by  his 
own  forces,  and  the  chiefs  of  the  tribe  of  Judaic 
and  was  now  reftored  to  his  capital,  with  as 
much  pomp,  magnificence,  and  general  joy,  as 
he  had  lately  been  driven  from  it,  with  grief, 
dejection,  and  diftrefs. 

CHAP.   XIV. 

A  Conteft  arifes  between  the  Tribes  about 
rejloring  the  King:  A  Rebellion  enfues: 
Amafa  is  commanded  by   DAVID   to 
quell  //,  but  murdered  by  Joab  :     She- 
ba  the  Leader  of  the  Rebellion  takes  Re 
fuge  in  Abel-Maacah,  where  he  is  be- 
Jieged  by  Joab.     A  wife  Matron  inter 
cedes  for  the  City. 

THE  joy  of  David's  reftoration    was  not 
however   without   its   alloy :    it   fccms, 
the  people  of  Judah  had  taken  their  rcfolution 

P  3  of 
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of  reftoring  the  king,  without  taking  advice, 
or  concerting  any  meafures,  with  the  other  tribes, 
upon  that  head  5  and  accordingly  having  fixed 
upon  Gilgaly  on  this  fide  Jordan,  for  the  place 
of  their  meeting,  they  afTembled  themfelves 
there,  on  the  day  appointed  ;  patted  the  river, 
and  waited  in  a  body  upon  the  king >  and  con 
cluded  him  back  over  the  river,  as  far  as  Gilgal^ 
in  conjunction  with  half  the  people  of  Jfrael\ 
probably  made  up  of  thofe  Ijraelites  who  firft 
joined  him  at  Mahanaim,  and  thofe  who  were 
afterwards  deputed  by  the  tribes  to  invite  him 
home. 

A  T  Gilgal  they  were  met  by  the  other  half 
of  the  Ijraelites,  who  alfo  intended  to  have 
croffed  the  river,  and  paid  their  duty  to  the 
king  5  but,  finding  that  the  tribe  ofjudab  were 
beforehand  with  them,  they  refented  the  flight 
put  upon  them  5  and,  being  joined  and  fupportcd 
in  their  refentments  by  the  reft  of  their  bre 
thren,  who  had  re-conduded  the  king,  in  con- 
jundion  with  Judab,  they  all,  with  one  voice, 
warmly  expoftulated  with  the  king  upon  it; 
demanded  why  their  brethren,  the  men  of  Ju- 
dab,  had  ftolen  him  away,  and  brought  the 
king  and  his  houfhold  over  Jordan,  without 
advice  firft  had  with  them?  To  which  the  men 
of  ^udah  anfwered,  That  as  the  king  was  of 
their  tribe,  their  brethren  of  IJrael  had  no  rea- 
fon  to  refent  their  warmer  zeal  in  his  favour, 
that,  for  the  reft,  they  had  aded  from  no  felf- 
ifh  or  mercenary  views,  that  they  had  received 
no  gratuity  from  him,  nor  fo  much  as  eaten 
i  of 
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of  his  meat.  The  Ifraelites  replied,  that  they 
had  ten  parts  in  the  king,  and  consequently 
more  right  to  be  confulted,  upon  a  point  of 
fo  much  confequence. 

THIS  was  a  natural  conteft  between  greater 
power,  and  nearer  relation  5  both  claim  a  pre 
ference,  which  both  cannot  have;  and  which 
thofe  of  nearer  relation  fhould  have  yielded, 
both  in  point  of  prudence,  and  afFedion  for 
their  friend,  which  the  men  of  Judah  did  not. 
In  all  disputes  it  is  natural  for  the  party  injured, 
to  be  more  angry ;  and  therefore  they  who 
are  in  the  wrong  often  aflame  that  character, 
by  fupplying  from  paffion,  whatever  is  want 
ing  to  them,  in  point  of  reafon  and  argument, 
as  the  tribe  of  Judah  did  now  5  for  the  text 
informs  us,  that  the  words  of  the  men  of  Ju 
dah  'were  farcer  than  the  words  of  the  men  of 
IfraeL  This  naturally  inflamed  the  contention, 
and  it  foon  grew  fo  hot,  that  Sheba  the  fon 
of  Bichri,  a  Benjamite,  took  the  advantage  of 
it,  to  kindle  a  new  flame  in  the  nation.  He 
blew  the  trumpet,  and  cried  out,  We  have  no 
part  in  David,  neither  have  we  any  inheritance 

in  the  fon  of  Jeffe Every  man  to  his  tent,  O 

Ifrael.  Upon  this  the  men  of  Ifrael  ran 
again  into  rebellion,  forfook  their  king,  and. 
followed  Sheba  5  but  the  tribe  of  Judah  clave 
to  him,  and  attended  him  from  Jordan  to  Je- 
rufakm. 

WHEN  he  entered  the  city,  poor  Mephi- 
bo/hetb  came  to  meet  him,  with  all  the  enligns 
of  forlorn  diftrefs,  both  in  his  garb  and  per- 

P  4  fon  5 
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fon;  for  he  had  utterly  neglcded  both,  from 
the  day  the  king  was  driven  from  his  ca 
pital.  Far  from  acting  the  part  of  a  plotter 
againft  his  fove reign,  his  concern  for  him  was 
ftianifefted  by  all  the  marks  of  a  fmccre,  imdif- 
fembled  affliction  5  eftranged  not  only  from  joy, 
but  even  from  indulgence  in  the  common  con 
veniences  of  life :  his  beard  was  untrimmed, 
his  cloaths  unwafned,  and  his  poor  infirm  feet 
undreflcd,  that  whole  time.  David  called  to 
him,  and  asked  him,  Why  he  had  not  attend 
ed  him  at  his  departure  from  JeruJ'alem?  To 
which  that  upright,  open-hearted  ion  of  Jona 
than  anfwered.  My  lord,  O  king^  my  Jervant 
deceived  me;  Jor  thy  fervant  jaid,  I  will  /addle 
me  an  a/s,  that  I  may  ride  thereon,  and  go  to 

the   king,    becaufe   thy  fervant  is  lame Here 

his  grief  (or  rather,  a  righteous  indignation 
to  find  himfelf  traduced  and  futpeded)  choak- 
cd  his  words,  and  broke  the  chain  of  his  dif- 
courfe.  And  it  was  with  difficulty  he  feems 

to  have  added,  and  he  hath  jlandered  tby 

fervant  unto  my  lord  the  king.  But  my  lord 
the  king  is  as  an  angel  of  God-,  do  therefore  what 
is  good  in  thine  eyes.  For  all  my  father's  houje 
were  but  dead  men  before  my  lord  the  king^  yet 
didjl  thou  Jet  thy  fervant  among  them  that  did  eat 
at  thine  own  table:  What  right  therefore  have  I  yet 
to  cry  any  more  unto  the  king  ? 

And  the  king  faid  unto  him,  Why  fpeakeft  thou 
avy  more  of  thy  matters  ?  I  have  Jaid,  thou  and 
Ziba  divide  the  land. 

THE 
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TH-E  reader  will  eaftly  perceive,  from  this 
anfwer  of  David,  that  he  faw  Mcphibojketh's 
innocence,  (and  found  himfcif  upbraided  by  it) 
and  the  error  of  his  own  former  credulity,  and 
therefore  could  not  bear  to.  hear  of  it:  but  he 
had  now  no  time  to  difcufs  the  matter  more 
fully  >  and  therefore  all  that  he  could  do,  for 
the  prefcnt,  was,  to  reftore  him  to  his  eftate, 
and  leave  both  him,  and  his  accufcr,  in  their 
former  condition,  till  he  could  inquire  further, 
However  Ziba  might  have  been  faulty  towards 
MvfhiAoftetb,  he  had  been  fignally  faithful  and 
ufeful  to  David:,  and  to  condemn  him  unheard, 
as  he  had  Mephibojheth,  were  to  run  the  rlfquc 
of  a  fecond  rafh  decifion  ;  a  decifion  that  might 
be  now  as  unieafonable  as  rafh,  whilft  another 
rebellion  fubfifted  in  his  dominions. 
.  THE  antient  way  of  tenancy  (nor  is  it  yet 
quite  difufed)  was  that  of  occupying  the  land, 
and  giving  the  proprietor  a  certain  annual  por 
tion  of  the  fruits  of  it.  When  the  tenant  paid 
one  half  of  the  annual  produce,  he  was  called 
Co/onus  partiarius  ;  and  fuch,  in  the  judgment 
of  the  beft  critics  *,  was  Ziba  to  Mephibofieth, 
as  he  had  been  before  to  Saul.  So  that  Ztba, 
having  half  the  fruits  for  his  labour,  had,  ineffcd, 
half  the  land.  Upon  Zibas  mifin formation, 
the  whole  was  given  to  him;  fo  that  he  was 
then  both  proprietor  and  ufufrucluary.  Da 
vid  now  revokes  that  grant,  and  rcftores  his  firft 
decree  by  thefe  word* ;  /  have  faid>  tbou  and 

«*#•„•  .-.".  •;  •*';.. 

*  See  Trapp,  Grotius,  Selden, 

Ziba 
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Ziba  divide  the  land*.  To  which  Mepbibojhetb 
anfwered,  in  all  the  generofity  and  fidelity  of  his 
father's  friendfhip  5  Teay  let  him  take  all,  inaf- 
much  as  -my  lord  the  king  is  come  again  in  peace 
unto  his  own  houfe.  He  had  no  folicitude  for 
the  recovery  of  his  eftate,  of  which  calumny  had 
robbed  him  :  his  concern  was,  to  recover  his 
credit  with  the  king.  That  once  eftablifhed, 
he  was  contented  and  happy.  The  generous 
Mepbibcjheth  faid  to  himfelf,  what  Seneca  faid 
(and  what  it  was  much  eafier  for  a  cold  unin- 
terefted  Stoic  to  fay)  to  a  friend  in  affliction  5 
That  he  had  no  right  to  complain,  as  long 
as  his  prince  was  in  fafety.  This  upright  and 
generous  conduct  of  Mephibojbeth  could  not,  I 
think,  fail  to  reftore  him  intirely  to  David's 
former  friendfhip  and  affe&ion;  and,  ifpoffiblc, 
to  more  credit,  and  greater  confidence.  And 
I  have  not  the  leaft  doubt,  but  he  continued 
in  it  to  the  day  of  David's  death.  And,  I  think, 
I  am  warranted  to  fay  fo,  from  the  text,  z 
Sam.  ix.  13.  for,  had  this  commerce  ceafed  for 
a  feries  of  years,  I  have  fome  doubt  whether 
the  facred  hiftorian  could  be  juftified,  in  allure- 
ing  us,  as  he  there  docs,  without  any  fubfcquent 
hint  to  the  contrary,  that  he  did  eat  continually 
at  the  kings  table. 

*  Thefe  words  plainly  refer  to  a  former  decree,  now  re-efta- 
blifhed.  That  could  not  be  the  decree  in  favour  of  Ziba  ;  for  there 
the  whole  was  given  to  him  :  they  muft  therefore  refer  to  the  firft 
decree,  whereby  Sanfs  eftate  was  divided  between  Mepbibojhetb  as 
proprietor,  and  Ziba  as  ufufruftuary. .  And  therefore  the  Rabbins 
talk  idly,  who  imagine  that  Davids  kingdom  was  divided  under 
his  grandfon,  on  account  of  the  unjuft  divifion  of  Satufs  eftate 
between  Ziba  and  Mepbibojbetb. 

THAT 
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THAT  he  was  perfectly  reftored  to  David's 
friendfhip,  is  not,  I  flatter  niyfelf,  irrational  to 
conclude,  from  the  thirty-feventh  Pjalm\  which, 
I  am  perfuaded,  was  written  for  Mepbibofaetb's 
confolation  under  Ziba's  calumny. 

THAT  mod,  if  not  all  the  PJa/ms,  were  writ 
ten  upon  particular  occafions,  is  not,  I  think, 
to  be  doubted  ;  although  the  precepts,  praifes, 
exhortations,  and  monitions  contained  in  them, 
are,  at  the  fame  time,  calculated  for  general 
and  perpetual  ufe. 

THAT  this  'Pfalm  was  particularly  written 
for  the  confolation  of  fome  righteous  man, 
opprcflcd  by  calumny,  againft  whom  iome 
wicked  wretch  had  laid  fchemes  to  dcftroy  him, 
is  clear  from  the  whole  tenour  of  it  *.  And 
who,  and  what,  is  there  in  the  whole  hiftory 
of  David,  to  whom,  and  to  which,  it  can  refer, 
but  to  Mephiboflieth,  calumniated,  and  villain- 
oufly  wronged,  by  Ziba  ? 

BUT  here  it  may  be  asked,  Why  David,  if 
he  believed  Mephibojhetb  innocent,  did  not  bring 
the  matter  to  a  fair  trial?  I  anfwcr,  That  a  man 
Q^Zibcfs  fubtilty,  who  had  laid  fo  heavy  an  accu- 
fation  againft  Mepbikofhetti,  had  undoubtedly 
laid  his  trains  and  fchemes  to  make  it  good :  and 
therefore  David,  in  all  probability,  was  afraid 
to  bring  the  matter  to  a  public  trial,  left  his 
friend's  innocence  fhoulcl  be  opprefled  by  falfe 
accufationsj  and  in  the  event,  whether  he  were 

*  Delight  thou  in  the  Lord,  and  be  Jhall  give  tbee  thy  beards, 
defire  —  He  fljall  make  thy  right coufnefs  as  clear  as  the  light, 
ftnd  thy  jxft  dealing  as  the  noon-day* 

acquitted 
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acquitted  or  condemned,  the  bare  bringing  him 
to  trial  could  not  fail  to  be  matter  of  fufficient 
calumny  againft  David;  and  therefore  nothing 
could  better  become  David,  in  this  fituation, 
than  to  waive  the  trial,  and  exhort '  Mephiboflxtb 
to  refer  the  matter  wholly  to  the  arbitration  of 
unerring  wifdom  and  juftice  :  which  would  not 
fail  finally  to  vindicate  innocence,  and  avenge 
falfhood  and  villainy.  And  this  is,  evidently, 
the  main  fcope  and  purpofe  of  thisPfa/M.  And 
that  every  part  of  it  may  very  naturally  relate  to 
Mephibo/hethy  will  appear  from  two  or  three  eafy 
and  natural  fuppofitions  (to  which  no  thinking 
man  can  refufe  a  ready  and  a  rational  aflent) > 
which,  I  hope,  will  clear  this  matter  to  the  read- 
er's  fatisfa&ion. 

LET  us  then  fuppofe,  that  fo  wicked  a  man 
as  Ziba,  who  had  the  intire  management  of  his 
matter's  affairs,  made  no  fcruple  to  enrich  him- 
felf  by  his  fpoils :  and  let  us  fuppofe,  that,  upon 
this  difcovery  of  his  villainy,  Mephibojheth,  who 
before  confided  in  him,  (as  an  old  faithful  fer- 
vant  to  the  family)  and  left  every  thing  to  his 
management,  looked  now  more  narrowly  into 
his  own  affairs;  and  found  himfelf  not  only 
calumniated  by  his  (reward,  but  fpoilcd  likewife, 
and  impoverished  $  his  fteward  rich,  and  flourifh- 
ing  in  a  numerous  family  5  himfelf  poor,  and 
but  with  one  fon. 

Now  nothing  is  more  natural,  than  to  fup 
pofe  the  generous  and  upright  heart  of  Mepbi- 
bofoeth  diftrcffed,  funk,  and  uneafy  to  the  laft 
degree,  in  this  fituation  5  and  taking  rafh  and 

re- 
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repining  refolutions,  to  baniih  himfelf  from  a 
country  where  he  had  found  fuch  treatment; 
and  fo  put  himfelf  out  of  the  power  of  calumny 
for  the  future.  And  what  could  be  more  na 
tural,  and  more  confoling,  under  thefe  circum- 
ftances,  than  for  David  to  beg  of  him  to  forego 
thofe  rafti  refolutions  ,•  to  admonifh  him,  that 
if  he  bore  his  prefent  low  eftate  with  patience, 
and  refignation  to  the  divine  will,  he  Ihould 
loon  fee  it  bettered ;  to  mind  him,  that  the 
profperity  of  the  wicked  was  fhort  and  tranfient; 
that  he  himfelf  had  obferved  them  flourifhing 
like  a  green  bay-tree,  with  a  thoufand  rich 
fuckers  rifing  from  its  roots;  yet  their  duration 
was  fhort,  and  their  end  deftrudlion ;  that,  on  the 
contrary,  the  righteous  are  the  immediate  care 
of  Divine  Providence,  which  would  not  fail  to 
fupport  and  deliver  them  from  their  enemies; 
to  allure,  him,  at  the  fame  time,  of  his  own 
intire  latisfa&ion  in  his  innocence,  and  fteady 
continuance  of  his  friendfhip  to  him,  in  every 
exigency  ?  And  in  what  words  could  all  this  be 
conveyed  more  ftrongly,  than  in  the  fcvcral  fol 
lowing  paflages  of  this  Pfalm?  Fret  not  thyfelf 
becauje  of  the  ungodly ;  for  they  Jhall  foon  be  cut 
down  like  the  gra/s.  Delight  thou  in  the  Lord, 
and  he  Jhall  give  thee  thy  heart's  defer e.  He  Jhall 
make  thy  right  eoujhefs  as  clear  as  the  light,  and 
thy  jujl  dealing  as  the  noon-day.  A  fmall  thing 
that  the  righteous  hath,  is  better  than  great  riches 
of  the  ungodly.  Hops  thou  in  the  Lord,  and  keep 
his  way,  and  he  fkall promote  thee,  that  thoujhalt 
pojjejs  the  land:  when  the  ungodly  flail  perijh,  thou 

Jbalt 
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/halt  fee  it.  'The  meek-fpirited  Jhall  poffefs  the 
earthy  and  flail  be  refreshed  in  the  multitude  of 
peace.  Put  thou  thy  trujl  in  the  Lord,  and  be 

doing  good Dwell  in  the  land,  and  verily  thou 

jhalt  be  fed Leave  off  -wrath,  and  let  go  dif- 

plcafure :  fret  not  thyfelf\  elfejkalt  thou.  be  moved 

to  do  evil The  Lord  knoiueth  the  days  of  the 

godly,  and  their  inheritance  Jhall  endure  for  ever  *. 

They  JJiall  not  be  confounded  in  the  perilous 

.  time,  and  in  the  days  of  dearth  f  they  Jhall  have 
enough. 

SUPPOSE  thcfe  David's  confolations  to  Me- 
phibofietb,  under  the  circumftances  now  laid 
down,  and  fuppofe  the.  laft-cited  verfe  his  own 
declaration  in  favour  of  him  (and  imagination 
can  apply  them  to  none  other,  that  we  know 
of)  5  what  can  they  mean  lefs,  than  an  exhorta 
tion  to  faith,  truft,  and  confidence  in  GOD, 
ftrengthened  with  the  king's  own  declaration, 
that  he  was  determined  to  fupport  Mephibojheth 
in  every  danger  5  and  to  fhare  with  him,  to  his 
laft  morfel  of  bread  ? 

THE  facred  hiftorian  next  informs  us,  That, 
when  David  came  to  his  houfe  at  Jerufalem,,  he 
took  the  ten  women,  'whom  he  had  left  to  keep  the 
houfe,  and  put  them  in  'ward,  and  fed  them^  but 
went  not  in  unto  them :  fo  they  wereJJmt  up^  to  the 
day  of  their  death,  living  in  widowhood. 

*  Accordingly  we  find  the  defendants  of  Meplibojhetb  remark 
ably  numerous,  I  Cbron.  viii. 

-f  This  paflage  feems  to  fix  the  asra  of  this  Pfalm,  that  it  was 
written  in  the  days  of  the  public  famine. 

THIS 


B.  4.       the  Life  of  King  DAVID.       223 

THIS  done,  his  firft  care  was  to  look  after 
Sheba,  and  crufh  this  rebellion  in  its  infancy : 
to  which  purpofe,  finding  this  a  fit  occafion  to 
rid  himfelf  vtjoab's  infupportable  infolence,  he 
commanded  Amaja  (whofe  credit  with  the  fol- 
diery  could  only  counterbalance  that  of  Joab) 
to  afiemble  an  army  with  all  poffible  difpatch, 
and  purfue  him. 

THAT  David  now  depofed  Joab  from  the 
fupreme  command  of  the  army,  and  put  Amafa, 
according  to  promife,  in  his  place,  appears  evi 
dently,   from  this  command,    which  he   gave 
Amaja  upon  his  return  to  Jerufalem,  to  aflemble 
the  whole  tribe  of  Judab  there,    within  the 
fpace  of  three  days,  in  order  to  crufh  the  rebel 
lion.     Amaja  went  immediately  about  it;  but 
made  not  fuch  difpatch  as  David  directed,  but 
outftayed  the  time  appointed.     This  gave  the 
king  great  difquiet,  and  filled  him  with  appre- 
henftons,   that  this  delay  might  fuflfer  Sheba's 
rebellion  to  grow  up  into  fomething  worfe  than 
Abfahms.     To  prevent  which,  he  ordered  Abi- 
ftai  to  take  his  own  life-guard,  and  fuch  other 
forces  as  were  at  hand,  and  inftantly  purfue  that 
rebel.     Accordingly,   Abifoai  immediately  af- 
fembled  the  Cberethites  and  Pelethites,  and  an 
other  body  of  forces,  called  Joab's  men,  and  all 
the  mighty  men  of  war,  (whom  I  take  to  be 
David's  worthies  of  their  feverai  orders)  and 
went  in  purfuit  of  Sheba:  and  by  the  time  he 
had  reached  the  great  ftone  at  Gibeon,  about  two 
leagues  northward  from  Jentjatem,  Amaja  met 
them  with  fuch  forces  as  he  hact  gathered,  and 

put 
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put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  army.  Jwb,  fee- 
lag  him  there,  was  filled  with  rage  and  indig 
nation  >  yet  diffembled  it  fo  well,  that  he  went 
up,  as  others  did,  to  pay  his  refpeds  to  him; 
and,  as  he  walked  up  to  him,  his  fword  (whe 
ther  by  chance,  or  dcfign)  hung  from  his  belt  in 
fuch  a  manner,  that  it  dropped  out  of  the 
fheath  :  Joab  took  it  up,  and,  approaching  Amafa 
(who  perceived  not  what  was  in  his  hand)  in  all 
the  civility  of  a  friendly  falutation,  took  him  by 
the  beard,  and  at  the  fame  time  {tabbed  him 
under  the  fifth  rib,  with  fuch  a  furious  tliruft, 
that  his  bowels  gufhed  out,  and  he  fell  to  the 
ground.  This  done,  Joaby  without  taking  the 
leaft  notice  of  what  had  paifed,  put  hinifelf  im 
mediately  in  Amafa  $  places  and,  with  his  bro 
ther  Abifoai,  purfucd  after  Sheba;  whilft  one  of 
his  foldiers  ftood  by  Amafa  s  corps,  and  called 
out  to  the  forces,  as  they  came  up,  That  all  thole 
that  favoured  Joa6,  and  were  for  David,  fhould 
follow  Joab. 

THE  men,  as  they  came  up,  feeing  Arnafa 
wallowing  in  his  blood,  were  ftruck  with  horror 
at  the  fight,  and  flood  ftill,  gazing  at  it  -,  which 
he  who  was  directed  to  attend  it,  obferving> 
removed  the  corpfe,  from  the  high  road,  into  an 
adjacent  field;  and,  cafting  a  cloth  over  it,  hid 
the  fad  fpedacle  from  the  eyes  of  the  foldiers. 
Which  done,  the  people,  without  any  further 
delay,  followed  Joab  in  purfuit  of  Sheba\  who 
had  paflcd  through  all  the  tribes  with  all  the 
difpatch  he  could,  exciting  them  to  rebellion 
wherc-cver  he  ^rent ;  but  at  length,  finding  hini 
felf 


B.  4.      tie  Life  of  King  DAVID. 

felf  hotly  purfued,  he  took  flicker  in  Abel-ma* 
achah,  a  city  between  Libanus  and  Antillbanus^ 
north  of  Damafcus.  There  all  the  Berites  (pro 
bably  the  inhabitants  of  Beeroth,  who  were  Ben* 
jamites)  joined  and  fupported  him.  Joab  im 
mediately  laid  fiege  to  the  city ;  and  from  the 
accounts  we  have  of  his  digging  a  trench  around 
it,  and  battering  the  walls,  critics  have,  I  think, 
fairly  concluded,  that  the  fcience  of  befieging 
cities  with  lines  of  circumvallation  and  contra- 
vallatlon,  (as  they  call  them)  and  battering-en* 
gines,  was  much  older  than  any  account  left  ug 
of  this  practice,  in  the  hiftory  of  the  heathen 
world;  although  Herodotus,  lib.  i.  gives  Har- 
pagitSj  Cyrus's  general;,  the  credit  of  having  in 
vented  the  lines  now  mentioned,  and  taken  the 
city  of  Pboc&a,  in  Ionia,  (the  firft  city  fo  taken) 
by  that  invention  ;  whereas  the  facred  writer 
fpcaks  of  one  of  thofe  lines,  on  occafion  of  the 
ficge  of  Abel,  as  of  a  thing  familiar,  and  well 
known  to  his  readers. 

As  Joab  prelTed  the  fiege  with  all  earneftnefs 
and  dilpatcli,  a-wife  woman,  from  within,  called 
out,  over  the  walls,  and  dcfircd  to  fpeak  with 
him,  in  all  the  modcfry  and  decency  of  language 
then  in  life.  And,  prefacing  what  (he  had  to 
fay,  with  a  fhort  account  of  the  reputation  of 
\vifdom,  in  which  that  city  antieritly  flood,  fihe 
covertly  (as  the  text  is  generally  underftood) 
expoftulated  with  him,  upon  the  iniquity  of 
going  about  to  deftroy  an  anticnt  and  venerable 
City  of  his  nation,  without  firft  propofing  terms 
of  iiib'millioii  to  it  j  and  offering  peace  upon 

Yoi;,  II.  (  ^- 
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acceptance  of  thofe  terms,  as  the  law  of  GOD 
exprclly  directed  to  be  done,  even  to  an  hoftile 
and  heathen  city  (Deut.  xx.).  She  urges,  that 
her  city  was  faithful  and  peaceable  in  JJrael: 
Upon  what  pretence  then  could  he  engage  in 
deftroying  a  city  of  that  character  ?  Was  not  this 
to  deftroy  a  mother  city  in  IJraely  and  to  fwal- 
Jow  up  the  inheritance  of  the  LORD?  Her 
fpeech  fecms  marked  with  all  the  characters  of 
wifdomj  clofc,  and  clear,  and  cogent  5  fingu* 
larly  emphatical,  and  moving  5  and  fuch  as  well 
fupported  the  reputation  of  her  city. 

1  T  is  fcarcely  to  be  fuppofed,  that  (he  under 
took  this  parley  otherwise  than  in  concert  with 
the  rulers  of  this  city.     And  if  fo,  nothing  furely 
could  be  managed  with  more  addrds,  than  their 
chufmg  out  a  wife  and  venerable  matron  to  plead 
their  caufe.     In  the  firft  place,  her  fex  and  cha- 
radcr  indeed  her  to  attention  and  refpeft,  which 
poilibly,  could  not  fo  well  be  fecured  to  any 
rebel  of  the  other  fex,  with  a  man  of  Joafrs 
rough  and  haughty  fpirit.     In  the  next  place, 
they  knew,  that  antient  and  honourable  cities 
were  wont  to  be  confidercd  under  the  characters 
of  matrons,  revered  for  virtue,  and  a  numerous 
well-educated  offspring  (and  this  way  of  fpcak- 
ing  is  familiar  to  all  languages) :  Who  then  could 
be  fo  proper  a  reprefentative  of  a  city  in  diftrcfs, 
as  a  complaining  matron*?   This  our  venerable 
female  advocate  well  underftoodj  and  therefore 

*  Both  cities  and  countries,  in  diftrcft,  are  frequently  repre- 
fented  under  the  character  of  complaining  matrons  ;  both  in  the 
writings  and  medals  of  the  antients, 

ad- 
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addreffes  all  (he  had  to  fay,  in  the  perfon  and 
ftyle  of  her  city  :  /,  peaceable  and  faithful  in 
Ifrael Thou  feeke/l  to  deftroy  a  city,  and  a  mo 
ther  in  Tfrael- Iffty  wilt  thou  f wallow  tip  tht 

inheritance  of  the  Lord?  Upon  which  Joab^ 
flmck  with  the  horror  of  fuch  imputed  eruelty> 

eagerly  cries  out Far  be  it  ^  far  be  it  from  me, 

that  I  fhould  /wallow  up,  or  dejlroy He  then 

added,  that  all  he  propofed  was,  to  chaftife  a 
rebel,  Sheba  the  fon  of  Bichri,  who  had  taken 
fanduary  in  that  city  ;  and  that,  if  he  were  deli 
vered  up,  the  fiege  (hould  immediately  ceafe* 
and  the  city  be  left  uhmolcfted.  Upon  th$ 
receipt  of  this  anfwer,  the  matron  went,  in  her 
<wifdom,  (fays  the  text)  and  laid  the  matter  fo 
effedually  before  her  people,  that,  to  clear  them- 
felvcs  from  the  imputation  of  rebellion,  they 
did  more  even  than  Joab  defired:  they  imme 
diately  ordered  Sbebas  head  to  be  cut  off,  and 
thrown  over  the  wall,  to  Joab$  who,  upon  fee 
ing  it,  commanded  a  retreat  to  be  founded  that 
inftant,  quirted  the  city,  difmified  his  people  td 
their  feveral  homes,  and  returned  to  Jerufalem^ 
to  the  king ;  and  returned  with  the  weight  o£ 
fo  much  merit  and  popularity,  as  effectually 
covered  his  murder  of  Amafa  from  all  attempts 
of  inquiry  or  chailifcmcnt.  T/je  crime  (as  Fiona 
cxpreiles  it)  ivas  within  the  glory :  and  not  only 
fo,  but  reinfiarcd  him,  like  wife,  in  the  fuprcmtf 
Command  over  the  army. 

THUS  did  it  feem  good  to  the  Divine  Wi£ 
dom,  to  permit  yoafrs  unruly  ambition,  and 
Impetuous  cruelty,  at  bnc  time,  feparate  frOhi  all 
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fenfcofduty,  and,  at  another,  joined  to  it,  to 
punifh  the  guilt  of  four  notorious  rebels  •*,  in 
fuccefllon,  with  dreadful  deaths  !  two  of  them, 
indeed,  treacherous  and  fudden  ;  but  all,  in  the: 
jfctributions  of  Providence,  judicial,  and  juft. 

HERE  ended  Abfaloms  rebellion,  and  She- 
has,  which  rofe  from  the  ruins  of  it  :  but  the 
contcft  between  the  tribes,  which  occafioned  it; 
was  not,  we  may  well  imagine,  yet  intirely 
laid  :  and  therefore  David,  as  I  apprehend, 
wrote  and  publifhcd  the  hundred  and  thirty- 
third  Pfalm  about  this  time,  to  compofe  it.  It 
is  one  of  the  ihortcft  of  all  his  works,  and  con- 
Ms  but  of  four  verfes  f  :  yet,  fhort  as  it  is,  con 
tains  an  exhortation  to  unity,  beginning  in  the 
prince,  and  diffufed  through  the  people,  illu- 
ftratcd  by  two  images,  the  moft  apt  and  beauti 
ful  that  ever  were  imagined.  Kingdoms  are 
confidered  as  bodies  politic,  of  which  the  king 
is  the  head,  and  the  people,  in  their  feveral  ranks 
and  orders,  the  parts  and  members.  A  fpirit 
of  union  beginning  upon  the  prince,  whole 
pcrfon  is  f  acred,  is  like  oil  poured  upon  the  head 
of  Aaron^  which  naturally  defcends,  and  fpreads 
itfelf  over  all  the  parts  of  the  body,  and  diffufes 


*  Abner,  Abfalom,  Amafa, 
|  Behald  hc-i>j  good  and  joyful  a  thing  it  is  for  brethren  to  dwell  to* 
gcthsr  in  unity. 

2.  It  is  like  the  precious  ointment  upon  the  head,  that  ran  down 
unto  the  ledrd,  even  unto  Aaron'1  3  beard,  and  went  down  to  the 
skirts  of  b  s  c  loath  ing. 

3.  Like   as  the  dfriu  t  of  Hcrmon,   which  fell  upon  the  kill  of 
Si  on. 

4.  Far  tb&re  the  Lord  promifed  his  llcfjingj  and  life  for   ever 
more 

<  beauty 
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beauty  and  fragrance  over  the  whole,  reaching 
even  to  the  skirts  of  the  garment.  Oil  is,  with 
out  queftion,  the  fined  emblem  of  union  that 
ever  was  conceived !  It  is  a  fubftance  confining 
of  very  fmall  parts,  which  yet,  by  their  mutual 
adhefion,  conftitute  one  uniform,  well  united, 
and  ufeful  body.  The  facred  oil  carries  the  idea, 
and  the  advantage,  of  union  yet  further  j  which, 
being  extracted  from  various  fpiccs,  yet  made  up 
one  well  cohering  and  more  valuable  compound. 
The  next  image  carries  the  exhortation  to  union,, 
and  the  advantages  of  it,  yet  higher. 

HERMON  was  the  general  name  of  one 
mountain,  comprehending  many  Jcflcr  and 
lower  hills,  under  the  iiuTotmd  of  a  greater. 
Union,  in  any  nation,  is  the  gift  of  GOD; 
and  therefore  unity  among  brethren,  beginning 
from  the  king,  is  like  the  dew  of  heaven,  which, 
falling  firft  upon  the  higher  fummit  of  Hcrmony 
(refrcfhing,  and  enriching,  whcre-cvcr  it-  falls) 
naturally  defcends  to  Sion^  a  lower  5  and  thence, 
even  to  the  humble  valleys, 

Si  ON  was  the  centre  of  union  to  all  the 
tribes:  there  GOD  himfelf  had  promifed  his 
people  reft,  and  peace  from  their  enemies ; 
which,  however,  were  of  little  value  without 
union  and  harmony  among  thcmfclvcs. 


0. 3  CHAR 
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CHAP.     XV. 

Tyclea  is  vifited  with  a  Famine.  "The 
Caufe  of  the  Divine  Wrath.  The 
Means  and  Method  appointed  to  ap- 
feafe  it.  Mr.  Chubb'j  Charge  againjl 
DAVID,  upon  this  Head)  considered 
(ind  refuted. 

ABOUT  this  time  there  arofc  a  famine  in 
Judea,  \vhich  continued  three  years.  It 
is  very  poffible,  rhar,  for  the  firft  year,,  David 
plight  have  afcribed  this  calamity  to  Abfahms 
rebellion  5  which,  by  diverting  the  people  from 
their  wonted  induftry,  and  cutting  off  many  of 
their  labouring  hands,  left  the  country  for  fomq 
time,. uncultivated  :  the  natural  confcqucncc  of 
\vhich  was,  a  icarcity  of  corn.  But  as  this  re 
bellion  was  of  Ihort  continuance,  and  the  famine 
far  outlawed  all  the  natural  effects  of  it,  'David 
could  not  long  hefitate,  to  afcribe  it  to  fome 
other  caufe.  But  however,  as  he  had,  in  the 
true  fpirit  of  a  provident  ruler,  creeled  granaries 
and  nore.-hp.ufcs,  for  provifions  of  all  kincls,  in 
all  parts  of  his  dominions*  5  and,  by  that  means 
made  ample  provifion  for  the  fudcnance  of  his 
people,,  in  any  exigence  that  fhould  arife  ;  he 

*  This  appenrs  cle?.rly  from  I  Cbron  xxvii.  2^.     Arid  over  tb& 

fiore-bcufes   in  the  fields,  in  the  cities,  and  ia  the  -village s>  and  in 
the  ca  l 
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was  the  better  enabled  to  bear  this  misfortune 
with  equanimity,  and  intire  refignation  to  the 
All-ruling  Will.  And  accordingly,  whatever 
remedies  or  reliefs  he  might  have  fought  for 
from  natural  caufes,  and  private  and  public 
prayers  to  Almighty  GOD,  he  made  no  applica 
tion  for  the  extraordinary  aid  and  intcrppfition 
of  Providence,  till  the  third  year:  but  in  the 
third  year,  being  well  convinced,  that  the  vifi- 
tation  was  judicial,  he  applied  himfelf  to  the  fa- 
cred  oracle  of  GOD,  to  learn  the  caufe  of  this 
extraordinary  and  continued  calamity  ;  and  was 
anfwered,  That  it  was  for  Saul,  and  bis  bloody 
houfk}  becauje  he  Jhew  the  Gibeonites. 

THE  hiftory  of  the  Gibeonites  is  well  known  i 
they  were  a  remnant  of  the  dmorites  (that  aban 
doned  race,  whom  GOD,  for  their  in fufferable 
abominations, had  devoted  to  dcftrudlion);  who, 
though  they  obtained  a  league  for  their  lives  and 
properties  from  the  children  of  Ifrael  by  fraud  5 
yet,  forafmuch  as  yofhua  and  the  elders  had 
confirmed  it  by  oath,  they  thought  themfelvcs 
bound  to  keep  ir;  only  tying  them  down  to  the 
fcrvitudc  of  fupplying  the  tabernacle  with  wood 
and  water  for  the  public  facrifices,  and  fervice 
of  thofe  who  attended  upon  them. 

THIS  unhappy  people,  notwithftanding  it  is 
agreed,  on  all  hands,  (from  the  tradition  of  the 
Jews)  that  they  had  renounced  their  idolatry, 
and  performed  the  other  conditions  of  their  co 
venant,  Said  fought  all  occafions  to  deftroy  ; 
and  did  fo,  to  fuch  a  decree  of  guilt,  as  drew 
clgwii  the  divine  judgment  upon  the  land. 

(,  WHEN 
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WHEN  David  had  learned  the  true  caufe  of 
fhe  public  calamity,  under  which  the  land  la 
boured,  and  had  been  directed  (as  Jofephus  in 
forms  us)  to  refer  himfclf  to  the  Gibeonites,  for 
the  meafures  that  fliotild  be  taken  to  expiate 
the  guilt  5  he  immediately  fcnt  for  that  afflid- 

ed  people,-  and  asked  them V/hat  Jhall  I  do 

for  you  ?  And wherewith  ft?  all  I  make  the  at  one- 
men  ty  that  ye  may  blefs  the  inheritance  of  the 
Lord? 

To  this  they  anfwercd,  that  they  dcfired  nq 
reparation  of  private  damages,  or  revenge  of  in 
juries  ;  all  they  required  was,  that  a  public  fa- 
crificc  fhould  be  made  to  juftice,  and  the  divine 
vengeance  inflicted  upon  the  land.  David  then, 
pursuant  to  the  inftructions  which  he  had  re 
ceived  from  GOD,  defired  to.  be  informed  by 
them,  what  they  would  have  done  upon  that 
occafion.  To  which  they  replied,  The  man 
that  confumed  us,  and  that  devijed  againft  us, 
that  we  fiould  be  destroyed  from  remainining  in 
any  of  the  coafls  of  jjrael,  let  J even  men  of  hisjbm 
be  delivered  unto  us^  and  we  will  hang  them  up 
unto  the  Lord,  in  Gibe  ah  of  Saul,  whom  the  Lord 
did  c hoof e.  And  the  king  f aid ^  I  will  give  them. 
But  the  king  fpared  MephiboJJjeth,  the  /on  of  Jo 
nathan,  the  fon  of  Said,  becaufe  of  the  Lord's  oath 
that  ivas  hetween  them,  between  David  and  Jona 
than  the  fon  of  Saul.  But  the  king  took  the  two 
Jons  of  Rizpah,  the  daughter  of  Aiah,  whom  fhe 
'bare  unto  Saul,  Armoni  and  Mephibojheth,  and  the 
five  Jons  ofMlchalthe  daughter  of  Saul,  whom  ft: c 

brought 
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brought  up  *for  Adriel,  the  fon  of  Bar zi Hal  the 
Meholathite.  And  he  delivered  them  into  the  hands 
of  the  Gibeonites,  and  they  hanged  them  in  the  hill 
'before  the  Lord:  and  they  fell  all  feven  together, 
and  'were  put  to  death  in  the  days  of  harveft. 
There  is  no  queftion  but  they  chofe  to  have  this 
execution  in  Gibeah  of  Saul,  for  the  reafons  af- 
figned  by  Dr.  Patrick-,  to  make  the  punifhment 
the  more  remarkable  and  fhameful >  this  being 
the  city  wherein  he  lived,  both  before  and  af 
ter  he  was  king.  But  why  thefe  feven  were 
marked  out,  as  viclims  to  the  divine  vengeance, 
is  not  fo  eafy  to  fay. 

THE  text  immediately  adds,  that  this  was  the 
beginning  of  the  bar  ley -harveft.,  viz.  about  March; 
fo  that  the  facrifice  was  made  in  the  beginning 
of  the  third  year.  And  the  facred  hiftorian  in 
forms  us,  that  they  continued  hanging  in  that 
condition,  (a  public  monument  of  terror  to  guilt 
in  the  highcft  rank  of  men)  until  wafer  dropped 
upon  them  from  heaven  :  that  is,  until  GOD  gave 
manifeft  tokens  of  his  reconcilement,  by  lend 
ing  gracious  ihowers  to  refrefh  the  land  :  which, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Hebrew  doctors,  was  not 
until  the  enfuing  October:  an  opinion  well  war 
ranted  by  the  text  5  which  gives  us  to  under- 


*  In  the  original  it  is  lore  :  Thus  Agamemnon  and  Menelaus, 
though  the  children  of  Plijlbenes,  are  (as  Eu'latbius  obferves) 
called  the  fons  of  Atreus,  who  educated  them;  and  Rutfrs  child 
js  called  a  fon  born  to  Naoiiti,  who  nurfed  it  ( ' Kutb  iv.)  ;  as  if  edu 
cation  and  nurture  gave  a  right  of  parentage  in  the  eilimation  of 
the  aiuients. 

ftand, 
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ftand,  that  the  bodies  hung  there  till  the  flefh 
fell  from  the  bones  *, 

COMMENTATORS  have  juftly  obferved  from 
hence,  that  the  hanging  of  thefe  carcafes,  for  fp 
long  a  time,  in  the  open  air,  could  not  be  in 
confequence  of  any  command  from  David-,  be- 
caufe  it  was  an  open  violation  of  the  law  of 
GOD,  Deut.  xxi.  22,  23.  which  commanded, 
that  the  carcafes  of  all  thole  who  were  hanged, 
fhould  not  remain  even  one  night  upon  the 
tree  5  but  fhould  by  all  means  be  buried  on  the 
very  day  of  execution.  And  the  reafon  of  the 
law,  viz.  Left  the  land  be  defiled,  held  ftrong  in 
the  prcfent  cafe  ;  inafmuch  as  the  ftench  of  fo 
many  carcafes,  for  fo  long  a  time,  in  a  malig 
nant  drought,  and  in  the  very  hottcft  feafon  of 
the  year,  might  have  added  a  peftilence  to  the 
famine  :  a  danger,  which  it  is  impoffible  to  ima 
gine  David  would  deliberately  devife,  both 
againft  his  people  and  himfelf ;  and  confequent- 
ly  demonftrates  itfelf  impofcd  upon  him  by  a 
fuperior  power  :  confuting  all  the  little  cavils 
of  mean  men,  againft  the  conducl:  of  David, 
upon  this  occasion  $  cavils,  which  are  further 
confuted  by  the  account  left  us  of  Rizpatis  fin- 
gular  affe&ipn  for  thcfe,  unhappy  victims.  She 
fpread  a  tent  upon  the  rock  on  which  they  werq 
executed,  and  kept  a  continual  watch  over  their 
remains,  night  and  day  ;  and  Jiiffered  neither  ike 
birds  of  the  air  to  re/1  on  them  by  day,  nor  the 
beafts  of  the  field  by  night.  \\  hich  when  David 

*  2  Sam.  xxi.  13.     And  they  gathered  the  benes  of  them  th-at 
•were  banged. 

heard, 
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heard,  did  he  rcfent  this  conduct,  which  might 
have  been  a  natural  means  of  propagating  a  pefti- 
lence  ?  Quite  other  wife :  it  fufficiently  appears 
from  his  lubfequent  behaviour,  that  he  rather 
emulated  it;  for  he  immediately  went  to  Ja~ 
be/h  Gilead,  and  caufed  the  bones  of  Saul  and 
Jonathan  to  be  removed  from  thence,  and  de- 
pofited,  together  with  the  bones  of  Saul's  feveu 
ions,  now  executed,  in  the  fepulchre  of  Kijb  ; 
himfelf  attending  them  in  pcrfon  to  the  grave  :  as 
if  Rtzpab's  kindnefs  to  the  remains  of  rhefe  un 
happy  vidims  reproached  his  own  long  neglect 
of  doing  due  honour  to  thofe  of  fo  excellent  a 
man,  and  fo  valuable  a  friend,  as  Jonathan, 

THE  facred  hiflorian  adds  — —  4nd  they  per~ 
formed  all  that  the  king  commanded  ?  and  after  that 
God  <was  intreated  for  the  land.  This  plainly 
implies,  that  GOD  gave  no  figns  of  being  ap 
pealed,  until  after  the  performance  of  thcfc  fu 
neral  rites :  which  grounds  a  rational  belief,  that 
thcfc  offices  of  humanity  to  the  remains  of  the 
dead  are  highly  acceptable  in  the  fight  of  GOD. 
And  perhaps  this  very  inftance  gave  rife  to  the 
religion  of  this  duty  in  the  heathen  world. 

ANOTHER  inference  is  alfo  obvious  from 
this  account  of  GOD'S  being  intreated  for  the 
land,  after  the  difchargc  of  thofe  offices  to  the 
dead;  viz.  that  public  devotions  had  been  ap 
pointed  before  this,  to  appeafe  the  wrath  of 
GOD,  but  proved  inefFcclual.  The  fame  thing 
is  aifo  evident  from  Pjalm  Ixv.  agreed  on  all 
hands  to  have  been  compofcd  upon  the  ceaiing 
pf  this  calamity,  ver.  i.  Praife  waiteth  for  thee, 

O  God, 
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O  God,  in  Sion,  and  unto  thee  foall  the  vow  be 
performed. 

A  COMPLETE  comment  upon  this  facred 
hymn  is  not  the  work  either  of  my  province  or 
genius  5  and  therefore  I  fhall  only  obferve,  that 
the  five  laft  verfes  of  it  arc  the  moft  rapturous, 
truly  poetic,  and  natural  image  of  joy,  that  ima 
gination  can  form,  or  comprehend. 

THE  reader  of  tafte  will  fee  this,  in  the  fim- 

pleft  tranflation,  ver.  9,  &c.     "Thou   baft  vifited 

the  earthy  thou  mad-eft  it  to  covet,  and  haft   en 

riched  it.     The  river  of  God  is.  full  of  water. 

^hou  /halt  provide  them  corn,  becaufe  thou  baft 

-prepared  for  it.     Saturate  *  the  furrows  thereof] 

make  them  Jink  with  Jhowers  :  melt  it—blefs  its 

jpringing  bttds—'T'hou  haft  crowned  the  year  with 

thy  goodnefS)  and  thy  orbs  /ball  drop  downjatnefs\ 

the  paftures  of  the  wildernefs  ft  all  drop  :  the  hills 

Jhall  exult,  and  be  girded  with  gladnej}  -  •  The 

fields   have  c  loathed  themfehes  with  cattle-.,   the 

•valleys  have  covered  them  (elves  with  corn.     They 

Jhall  Jh  out  ^  yea,  they  Jhall  Jing. 

THE  reader  will  eafily  obfervc,  that  when  the 
divine  poet  had  feen  the  iliowers  falling  from 
heaven,  and  the  Jordan  overflowing  his  banks, 
all  the  conftquent  bleflings  were  that  moment 
prefent  to  his  quick  poetic  fight,  and  he  paints 
them  accordingly. 

BUT"  we  mu  ft  quit  this  pleafing  fcene,  and 
divert  to  fom/ething  as  througlily  diftaftcful  and 
difagrceable,  as  this  is  delightful  :  for  I  am  now 


*  In  Hffrrwi  M«k$  them,  drunk, 

called 
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called  upon,  in  juftice  to  my  fubjed,  to  inform 
the  reader,  that  David's  character,  not  only  as  ari 
hero,  but  as  a  man  of  honour,  and  common 
honefty,  is  violently  affaulted  by  one  *  Thomas 
Chubb  f,  who  imputes  the  death  of  Saul's  defcend- 
ants,  procured  by  the  Gibeonites^  not  to  any  com 
mand  of  G  o  D,  but  to  a  plaufible  pretext  of  Da- 
Vid'j,  pretending  fuch  command,  to  get  rid  of 
Saul's  pofterity,  his  rivals  in  empire  5  blafthlg 
David,  at  once,  with  the  complicated  imputa 
tion  of  the  bafcft  of  lyars,  hypocrites,  and  mur* 
derers !  Murderer  of  that  family  which  he  had 
twice  :):  folemnly  fxvorn  not  to  dcftroys  and  this* 
at  the  very  time,  when  the  hand  of  GOD  was 
heavy  upon  him  and  his  people !  Murderer  of 
that  family,  whofe  murderers  he  deteftcd  and 
dcftroyed ! 

THE  fum  of  Mr.  Chubb 's  reafoning  upon  the 
point  Mauds  thus  : 

IT  is  inconfiftcnt  with  equity^  and  with  GOD'S 
own  declarations,  to  punifh  one  man,  and  much 
more  a  whole  nation,  for  the  faults  of  another  : 
therefore  the  hiftory,  which  tells  us,  that  GOD 
punifhed  the  children  of  IJrael  with  famine,  for 
the  crime  of  Said  in  flaying  the  Gibeonites^  is 

*  See  Chubb's  pamphlet,  on  occafion  of  the  opposition  to  Dr. 
Rundle,  Sec.  p.  27,  &c. 

f  Of  whom  I  know  no  more^  than  that  the  bufmefs  of  his 
whole  life  feems  to  be,  to  invalidate,  to  the  utmoft  of  his  power^ 
the  credibility  of  the  facred  hiftorians. 

j  i  Sam.  xx.  15. xxiv.  21,  22.  Sivear  how  therefore  imto 

me,  by  the  Lord,  that  than  wilt  not  cut  off  my  feed  after  me ;  and 
that  tbou  <wi/f  not  dejlroy  my  name,  out  of  my  father* s  houfe. 

And  David  f~<: are  unto 
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incredible :  confequently  GOD'S  fuppofed  anfwef, 
upon  David's  inquiry  concerning  the  caufe  of  the 
famine,  was  a  forgery  of  David's. 

IN  anfwcr  to  this  charge,  I  own  it  inconfiftent 
with  equity,  and  with  the  divine  declarations, 
to  punifh  one  man  for  the  crimes  of  another,  in 

which  he  had  no  fhare But  was  this  the  cafe 

of  the  Ifraelites,  in  the  point  before  us  ?  A  can 
did  and  good  man  would,  methinks,  be  apt  to 
doubt,  and  to  hope,  (and,  it  may  be,  Mr.  Chubb  did 
fo)  that  it  was  not.  The  reader  will  judge  for 
himfelf. 

IT  is  evident  from  the  ixth  chapter  of  the 
book  Q£Jo{hua,  that,  when  Joftua  and  the  princes 
made  a  league  with  the  Gibeonites.,  the  people 
were  greatly  offended  with  them  *.  Whatever 
the  pretences  of  this  refentment  might  be,  (nor 
did  they  want  iueh  as  were  plaufible  enough)  the 
true  rcafon  ieems  fufficiently  apparent  5  they 
wei-e,  by  this  league,  deprived  of  the  lands  and 
fpoils  of  the  Gibeonites.  Did  thefe  reafons  ceafe 
in  the  days  of  Saul?  Or  rather  did  they  not  ftiil 
fubfift,  and  with  more  force,  in  proportion  as 
the  people  of  Ifrael,  and  their  wants,  increafcd, 
in  a  narrow  land  ?  But  however  this  may  be,  why 
did  Saul  fay  them  now?  The  text  plainly  faith, 
that  he  did  it  in  tis  zeal  for  the  children  of  Ijrael 
and  Judah  (2  Sam.  xxi.  2.).  But  the  qucftion 
full  returns,  How  could  the  deftroying  thcfe 

*  Whoever  will  take  the  trouble  to  read  this  chapter,  will 
pla'nly  fee,  that  the  people  would  have  had  this  ieague  broken  ; 
which  Jojkua  and  the  princes  oppofed  ;  pleading  the  inviolable  obii- 
gatiya  ot  the  folemn  oath  with  which  it  was  itcificd. 

poet 
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Poor  people  manifcft  his  zeal  for  Ifrael  and  Ju- 
dah?  There  is,  to  me,  but  one  imaginable  way 
how  this  could  be  done.     The  Gibeonites  had 
one  city  in  the  tribe  of  Judah,  and  three  in  Ben 
jamin:  and  when  they  were  deflroyed  out  of 
thefe  cities,   who  could  pretend  any  right  to 
them,  but  Ifrael  (that  is,  Benjamin)  and  Judah  ? 
So  that  Said  deftroyed  the  Gibeonites,    as  the 
kindcft  and  nioft  obliging  thing  he  could  do  for 
his  people.     And  are  we  to  believe,  that  they 
deemed  that  deftruclion  a  kindnefs  to  them,  if 
they  were  no  way  benefited  by  it?  Or  are  we 
to  doubt  whether  they  themfelves  were  the  in- 
ftruments  of  this  deftrudtion  ?  Was  this  kindneis 
done  them  againft  their  will?  Or  is  there  the 
leaft  colour  to  believe,  that  they,  in  any  degree, 
remonftrated  againft,  or  oppofed,  this  proceed 
ing  of  their  prince?  as  they  had  a  right,  nay, 
were  nearly  interefted  and  obliged  to  do,  as  a 
nation  bound  to  make  good  the   public  faith 
they  had  given,  and  fworn  to  preferve  5  the  vio 
lation  of  which  might  juflly  draw  a  curfe  on 
them,  and  their  land.     And  were  the  people 
innocent,  either  in  this  agency,  or  this  omiflion? 
And  if  they  IhrFered  a  famine  for  the  {laughter 
of  the  Gibeonites,  did  they  fuffer  only  for  the  fin 
of  Saul?  Or  rather,  were  they  not  confenting, 
aiding  and  abetting,  were  they  not  fliarers  in  his 
guilt?  And  is  it  unequitable,  that  they  fhould 
alfo  be  fuffcrers  ?  Or  did  they  fuffcr  beyond  their 
demerit  ?  The  divine  punifhment  of  perjury  is  de- 
jlruftion,   fay    the  Twelve  Tables  *'.     I  am  in 

*  Perjurii  pczna  di-vina  exit  turn* 

good 
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good  hopes,  that  this  candid  author  will,  at 
lead,  reverence  their  decifion ;  and  if  he  doth, 
I  have  fome  hopes,  that  we  (hall  no  more  fee  the 
oracles  of  GOD  and  his  holy  prophet  reproached, 
and  their  veracity  exploded,  upon  fueh  ralh  and 
unfearching  furmifeSi 

Bur  however  fome  great  philofophers  may 
allow  themfelves  in  this  triumph  of  their  reafon? 
and  infult  upon  facred  truths ;  good  Chriftians 
will  (I  truft  in  GOD)  continue  nevertheless  in 
the  humility  of  believing  the  truth  of  the  facred 
hiftory ;  will  continue  to  believe  the  truly  pious 
and  noble  fpirit  of  David  incapable  of  fo  athc- 
iftical,  fo  murderous,  fo  pcrjurious  an  hypocrify: 
and  I  will  yet  hope,  bad  as  the  world  is,  that 
there  are  few  fpirits  in  it  fo  unbridled  and  un 
checked  in  their  ccnfures  and  fufpicions,  as  to' 
believe  this  great  man  capable  of  fo  black,  fo' 
deliberate,  fo  Machiavilian  a  villainy. 

BESLDES,  if  he  were  that  hellifh  villain,  which 
this  calm  and  uncredulous  philoibphcr  takes  him 
to  be,  why  did  he  flop  here?  why  Hay  only  feven 
Of  Saul's  defendants?  why  did  he  not  cut  them 
all  off  from  the  face  of  the  earth  ?  But,  abdve  all, 
why  did  he  cut  off  only  collateral  branches,  and 
fparc  all  thofe  in  the  direct  line  of  fuccclllon  to' 
the  throne  ?  Why  fparcd  he  the  heir  apparent  to' 
the  crown,  even  when  an  accufation  of  high 
treafon  was  laid  againft  him?  Why  fparcd  he 
Mephibojheth  the  foil  of  Jonathan,  and  Micah 
his  fon,  and  his  four  fons  (whom  in  all -probabi 
lity  he  lived  to  fee)?  And  why  did  he  not  pre 
vent,  perhaps,  the  mod  numerous  dcfccnt  front 

any 
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any  one  perfon  of  the  age  he  lived  in?  (See 
I  Chron.  viii.  33.  and  following  verfes.) 

BUT  why  fhould  Saul's  defendants  fuffer  for 
the  fins  of  their  fathers?  Is  not  this  contrary  to 
GOD'S  own  declaration  ?  Ezek.  xviii.  20.  "The  Soul 
thatfinmth  it  Jhall  die,  the  fon  foall  not  bear  the 
iniquity  of  the  father,  &c. 

BUT  what  if  Saul's  family  were  fharers  in  hrs 
guilt,  inftruments  of  his  cruelty,  and  receivers 
of  his  robberies?  Should  they  then  go  unpu^ 
milled  ? 

COMMENTATORS,  who  have  confldeted 
this  paflfage,  are  mightily  puzzled  to  know  why 
Saul's  pofterity  were  not  rather  punifhed  for  his 
cruelty  to  the  priefts  of  G  o  D,  than  to  the  Gibe- 
onites.  But  the  anfwer  to  this  is  obvious  >  his 
family  refufed  to  be  the  inftruments  of  his  cru 
elty  in  that  maflacre.  This  appears  from  i  Sam. 
xxii.  17,  1 8.  compared  with  ver.  7.  of  the  fame 
chapter.  From  the  i/th  and  l8th  ver.  we  learn, 
that  Sauts  fervants  refufed  to  obey  him  in  the 
(laughter  of  the  priefts;  and  that  Doeg  the 
Edomite  (chief  of  his  herd-men)  was  the  execu 
tioner.  And  from  the  jth  verfe  we  learn,  that 
thefe  fervants  were  of  his  own  ftock  *,  and  fuch 
of  it  too  as  he  fcemed  moft  folicitous  to  prefer^ 
and  to  provide  for.  tfhen  Saul  J aid  unto  hisfer- 
*vants,  that  flood  about  him>  Hear  now,  ye  Benja- 
inites:  Will  the  fon  ofjefle  give  every  one  of  you 

*  In  the  Engli/b  tranflation  they  are  called  Benjamitts,  but  in 
th£  Hebrew  they  are  called  the  ions  of  Jemini,  who  feems  from 
l  Sam.  ix.  I.  to  be  a  more  immediate  founder  of  Sniffs  family;  fo 
Chat  ihefe  fervants  were  not  only  of  his  tribe,  but  of  his  kindred. 

YOL.II,  B>  Jitlk 
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folds  and  vineyards,  and  make  you  captains  of 
thoufands,  and  captains  of  hundreds  ?  That  is, 
Will  he  do  for  you  as  I  have,  and  mean  to  do  ? 

His  captains,  we  here  fee,  were  of  his  own. 
kindred  5  and  whom  can  we  prefume  him  fo  fo- 
ITcitous  to  exalt  to  thefe  ftations,  as  his  own  fons 
and  grandfons?  or  whom  elfe  can  we  prefume 
him  fo  folicitous  to  fupply  with  fields  and  vine 
yards  > 

Now  I  defire  to  know  how  Saul  could  do 
this?  He  could  not  fo  much  as  purchafe  the 
pofieflions  of  one  tribe,  and  transfer  them  to 
another :  much  lefs  could  he  transfer  their  lands 
by  force.  We  know  of  no  territories  wrefted 
from  his  enemies,  to  accommodate  his  Benja- 
mites.  It  is  true  he  fmote  the  Amalekites  from 
Havilab  to  Shur  ( I  Sam.  xv.  7. )  5  but  it  is  no 
where  faid,  that  he  took  poffeffion  of  their 
country,  or  that  he  took  fo  much  as  one  city 
from  them  5  or,  if  he  did,  the  country  or  city 
fo  taken  muft  immediately  become  the  pro 
perty  of  that  tribe,  in  whofe  lot  that  part  of 
the  Amalekite  land  lay;  which  moft  certainly 
was  not  Benjamin.  But  although  it  fhould  be 
allowed,  that  he  took  fome  cities  from  the  Ama- 
lekites,  there  is  good  reafon  to  believe,  that  he 
loft  more  to  the  Ptiliftines*,  and  poflibly  fomc 
of  them  belonging  to  Benjamin. 

*  I  Sam.  xxxi.  7.  And  when  the  men  of  Ifrael,  that  were  eri 
"the  other  fide  of  the  valley,  and  they  that  were  on  the  other  Jide 
Jorda «,  fatuj  that  the  men  of  Ifrael  fled,  and  that  Saul  and  hit 
fans  were  dead,  they  forfook  the  cities,  and  fed  >  and  the  Pbiti* 
>jfinej  came  and  dwelt  in  them* 
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UPON  the  whole,  it  is  evident  to  a  demon- 
ftration,  that  Saul  had  no  poilible  way  of  en- 
Iriching  his  Benjamitts  with  fields  and  vine 
yards,  but  by  delVroying  and  difpofTefling  the 
Gibeomtes.  When  therefore  we  are  told  from 
the  mouth  of  GOD,  that  the  plague  fent  upon 
the  people  wasy^r  Saul  and  his  bloody  houfe,  be- 
cauje  he  flew  the  Gibeonites^,  is  it  not  evident, 
that  it  was  fent  for  their  guilt,  as  well  as  his? 
And  can  we  imagine,  that  this  guilt  of  theirs 
could  be  any  thing  lefs,  than  that  of  being  the 
inftmments  of  his  executions?  It  is  plain,  that 
they  were  his  captains  of  hundreds,  and  captains 
Of  thoufands ;  and  it  is  as  plain,  that,  as  fuch, 
they  muft  be  the  inftrumcnts  of  his  cruelty :  and 
If  they  were  not,  why  are  they  called  bloody  ? 
They  rcfufed,  indeed,  to  {laughter  the  priefts, 
at  his  command  5  bad  as  the  Benjamites  were, 
they  had  not  yet  forgotten  to  fear  God,  and  to 
reverence  his  priefts.  But  is  there  the  lead  colour 
of  reafon  to  believe,  that  they  were  fo  fcrupu- 
loiis  with  regard  to  the  Gibeonite  ?  And  if  they 
were  not,  is  there  lefs  equity  in  G  o  D'S  deftroy- 
ing  their  fons,  for  the  fins  of  their  fathers,  whicii 
they  adopted  and  (bared  in,  than  there  was  in 
his  deftroying  Jehoram,  the  fon  of  Ahab>  for 
that  vineyard,  which  the  father  had  cruelly  and 
unjuftly  acquired,  and  the  fon  as  unjuftly  de 
tained?  And  indeed  there  feems  to  be  no  ima 
ginable  reafon,  why  Sauly  when  he  had  dcftroyed 
the  priefts  of  Nob,  (bould,  after  that,  dellroy  the 

-f:  The  words  which  we  render,  bt  flew,  might  as.  properly  be 
rendered,  thy  flew. 

*  a  inha 


244      dn  Hiftoricdl  Account  of      B*  4* 

inhabitants  of  that  whole  city,  but  becaufc  they 
were  mod,  if  not  all  of  them,  Gibconitcs,  (who 
were  obliged  to  attend  there  upon  the  altar) 
whofe  fpoiis  might  become  a  prey. 

To  this  may  be  added,  that  three  of  the  G;- 
keonite  cities  lay  ( as  I  now  obferved )  within  the 
lot  of  Benjamin*;  and  how  could  Saul  fo  coiv* 
veniently  enrich  his  tribe,  and  his  family,  as  by 
dividing  thefe  pofTeffions  amongft  them  ? 

AND  now,  as  I  humbly  apprehend,  was  ful 
filled,  more  clearly,  more  naturally,  and  more 
circumftantially,  than  in  any  oral!  other  events, 
throughout  the  whole  hiftory  of  the  Scriptures, 
that  prophecy  of  their  father  Jacob  concerning 
them,  Gen.  xlix.  27.  Benjamin  jhall  raven  as  a 
wolf:  in  the  morning  he  Jhall  devour  the  prey, 
end  in  the  evening  he  jhall  divide  the  fpoil.  And 
indeed  what  can  be  a  ftronger  or  a  clearer  em 
blem  of  a  wolf  tearing  and  ravaging  an  innocent 
flock  of  fheep,  than  Saul  deftroying  a  quiet,  fub* 
mitting,  unoffending  race  of  Gibeonites,  and, 
when  he  had  donefo,  dividing  their  fpoiis  among 
his  partners  in  the  prey  ?  It  muft  be  owned,  that 
the  pretext  for  doing  fo  was  not  unplaufible,  in- 
afmuch  as  thefe  men  were  fpared,  contrary  to 
the  exprefs  command  of  GOD.  And  for  whom 
do  we  think  Saul  was  more  folicitous  to  pro 
vide,  out  of  thefe  fpoiis,  than  his  own  fons  by 

*  See  Jo/b.  ix.  17.  compared  with  chap,  xviii.  *ver.  25,  26. 
chap.  ix.  tver.  17.  And  the  children  of  Ifrael  journey ed>  and  cant 
unto  their  cities  on  the  third  day :  now  their  cities  *wtre  Gibee*9 
and  Cbepbirab,  and  Beerotht  and  Kirjath-jearint.  Chap. xviii. 
Ver.  25.  Gib  eon,  and  Ramah%  and  £terotb.  Vcr.  *6.  And  Mi*>- 
feh,  and  Cbepfarab,  and  Mmk* 

Rizfek 
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Rizfab  his  concubine,  and  the  children  of  his 
daughter?  And  this  reafoning  is  ftrengthened  by 
refle&ing,  that  Nob  was  in  the  tribe  of  Benjamin-, 
and,  when  both  the  priefts  and  Gibeonites  were 
deftroyed  out  of  this  city,  who  then  could  take 
poffeflion  of  it  but  Benjamin? 

WHEN  the  Gibeonites  were  taken  into  league, 
they  were  left  in  poffcflion  of  their  cities  :  this 
fufficiently  appears  from  their  fending  to  Jofiua 
(Jo/h.*.)  to  deliver  them  from  the  Amorite 
kings,  who  befieged  their  capital,  and  had  com 
bined  to  deftroy  them :  and  he  did  as  they 
defired.  Their  complaint  againft  Saul  now  is, 
that  he  devifed  to  deftroy  them  from  remaining  in 
any  of  the  coa/is  ofljrael  ( 2  Sam.  xxi.  f .)  Can 
this  complaint  mear^  lefs,  than  that  Saul  had 
taken  meafures  to  (trip  them  of  all  their  poiTef- 
fions?  That  he  ftrippcd  them  of  one  city,  hath 
fully  been  fhcwn  in  the  preceding  part  of  this 
hiftory :  and  their  complairit  now  is,  that  he 
devifed  to  drip  them  of  all :  and  why  he  did  fo, 
is,  I  believe,  no  longer  a  queftion. 

How  juft  are  the  judgments  of  GOD!  If  Saul 
deftroyed  an  innocent  people  to  make  provifion 
for  the  offspring  of  a  concubine,  and  the  ofF- 
fpring  of  a  daughter,  which  (he  bare  in  confe* 
quencc  of  his  own  faith  to  David  violated  *^ 
could  any  thing  be  more  equal,  than  that  this 

*  Merab,  the  mother  of  five  of  thefe  vi&ims,  was  promifed  to 
David,  upon  a  folemn  and  public  compaft  5  the  conditions  of 
which  were  fully  performed  on  his  fide,  to  the  great  glory  and 
fecurity  of  the  Hate ;  and  then,  in  violation  of  that  folemn  and 
repeated  engagement,  given  to  another,  iSam.  ch.  xvii.  ch.xviii. 

R  2  very 
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very  ifTue,  chief  agents  of  his  cruelty,  fhould 
now  be  called  for,  to  make  atonement  for  that 
guilt! 

LET  others  find  their  account,  and  found 
their  fame,  in  reviling  the  divine  difpenfations 
recorded  in  the  Scriptures  5  be  it  ever  my  glory 
to  reverence  them !  to  reverence  them  in  the 
filence  of  my  clofet,  and  to  publifh  that  reve 
rence  to  the  world,  (when  the  revilings  of  others 
provoke  me  to  it )  without  any  view  to  the 
wages  either  of  vanity  or  wealth ! 

GIVE  me  leave  to  add,  that  when  I  fee  fome 
determined  philofophers,  of  the  laft  and  prefent 
age,  purfuing  the  reputation  of  David*  with  as 
murderous  an  intent  as  Saul  did  his  life,  I  cannot 
help  imagining,  that  I  hear  this  hero  crying  out 
to  them,  as  he  did  to  Saul,  (  i  Sam.xxiv.  12, 
13.)  'The  Lord  judge  between  me  and  thee,  and 
the  Lord  avenge  me  of  thee As  faith  the  pro 
verb  of  the  antients^  V/ickednefi  froccedeth  fron\ 
the  wicked. 


CHAP. 
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CHAR    XVJ. 

DAVID  enters  into  new  Wars  with  Phi- 
liftia.  A  Conjecture  concerning  the 
Caufe  of  them.  *fbe  fir  ft  and  laft  Edi 
tion  of  the  Eighteenth  Pfalm  (publijh&d 
upon  this  Occafton)  briefly  compared. 
A  Digrejfion,  upon  the  Ufefulnefs  of 
Mujic  to  form  the  Manners.  D  A  v  i  D  V 
laft  prophetic  Words.  A  Jhort  Con- 
jeEture  concerning  his  Worthies, 

THE  hiftory  of  the  famine,  under  the  reign 
of  David,  is  fucceeded  by  a  very  fhort 
account  of  a  war  with  the  Philiftines\  or  rather 
of  four  fucceffive  wars:  which  fcem  to  have 
lafted  a  confiderable  time,  inafmuch  as  they 
were  not  ended  till  after  four  pitched  battles; 
each  of  which  "concluded  in  David's  favour. 
Nor  are  any  other  "particulars  related  of  them, 
but  that  a  man  of  gigantic  flature  and  ftrength 
fell  on  the  fide  of  the  Philiftines,  in  each  of 
them  5  the  laft  of  whom  had  fix  fingers  on  each 
hand,  and  fix  toes  on  each  foot*,  and  that,  in 

*  Inftances  of  gigantic  men  are  familiar  enough  in  the  col 
lections  of  the  commentators,  on  this,  and  other  paflages  of  the 
fame  nature :  and  Dr.  Patrick  quotes  Tavernier^  relation  of  tht 
grand  fignior\  feraglio,  page  95.  wherein  he  tells  us,  That  the 
*ldeft  fon  of  the  emperor  of  Java,  who  reigned  in  the  year  1648, 
when  he  was  in  that  rfland,  had  fix  fingers  on  each  hand,  and  as 
many  toes  OR  each  foot,  all  of  equal  length. 

R  the 
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the  firft  of  thefe  battles,  David  was  in  danger  of 
being  (lain  by  Ifhbi  benob,  the  fon  of  a  giant, 
(whether  of  Goliah,  or  fome  other,  is  not 
known)  had  he  not  been  timely  fuccoured  by 
Abifhaij  the  fon  of  Zeruiah,  who  fmote  and 
flew  him.  The  account  left  us  of  this  matter 
by  Jojepbus  is  to  this  purpofe:  That  David, 
having  put  the  enemy  to  flight,  and  being  fore- 
mod,  and  carried  too  far  in  the  ardour  of  the 
purfuit,  after  fome  time,  grew  weary  and  faint 
with  the  fatigue  :  which  Ifhbi-benob  perceiv 
ing,  and  b^ing  armed  with  an  huge  fpear,  (  as 
Jofephus  relates)  and  girded  with  a  new  fword, 
(as  the  text  is  underftood  )  found  that  a  fit  occa- 
fion  to  affault  the  king  ;  and  had  fucceeded  in 
his  purpofe,  had  not  Abljhai  come  feafonably  to 
David's  aid,  and  deftroyed  his  adverfary. 

THE  apprehenfion  of  the  king's  danger 
flruck  his  people  witli  deep  concern  and  con- 
fternation,  and  they  immediately  bound  them- 
felves  by  a  folemn  oath,  never  more  to  fuffer 
him  to  hazard  his  perfon  in  battle  5  adding  a 
teafon,  which  fufficiently  indicates  their  high 
opinion  and  efteem  of  him  $  'That  thou  quench 
not  ibe  light  *  of  Ifrael,  left  they  fliould  be  de 
prived  of  a  prince  who  was  at  once  their  guide, 
and  their  glory  ! 

THE  caufe  or  occafion  of  thefe  wars  is  no- 
where  mentioned  in  the  facred  hiftory  ;  but  there 
is  a  pafiage,  2  Sam.  xv.  18,  19,  Gte  on  which  to 
ground  a  rational  conjedure  concerning  the  origin 


*  In  HcbrtW)  lamp, 
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of  them :  And  all  his  fervants  faffed  en  fa/ide 
him  j  and  all  the  Cher  et  bites,  and  all  the  PC  let  bites, 
and  dl  the  Gittites,  Jix  hundred  men  'which  came 
after  him  from  Gath^  pa/ed  on  before  the  king. 
Thenfaid  the  king  to  Ittai  the  Gittite,  Wherefore 
goeft  thou  alfo  with  us?  Return  to  thy  place >  and 
abide  with  the  king :  for  thou  art  a  fir  anger  ^  and 

alfo  an  exile whereas  thou  camejl  but  yefterday^ 

&c.  And  Ittai  the  Gittite  pa/ed  over,  and  all  his 
men.  From  whence  it  appears,  that  Ittai,  an. 
exile  from  Gath,  arrived  at  Jeru/alem,  with  all 
his  men,  the  very  eve  otDavuft  flight  before 
his  fon  Abfalom.  From  whence  I  conje&ure, 
that  the  Philiftines,  hearing  of  Abfaloms  rebel 
lion,  took  that  opportunity  to  fhake  off  the 
Israelite  yoke ;  and  to  that  purpofe  drove  out  all 
the  friends  and  favourers  of  David's  government 
over  them ;  and,  among  the  reft,  Ittai  and  his 
followers;  who  arrived  very  providentially  at 
Jerusalem,  to  fupport  David  in  the  extremity  of 
his  diftrefs.  And,  as  this  revolt  of  Philiftia  wa$ 
fucceeded  by  a  long  famine  in  David's  domi 
nions,  we  could  not  reafonably  expect  to  hear 
of  any  meafures  taken  by  that  prince  to  chaftife 
that  revolt,  till  after  the  ceaiing  of  this  calamity ; 
and  then  we  immediately  hear  of  the  wars  now 
recounted. 

WHEN  thefe  wars  were  happily  ended,  and 
David  was  in  perfect  peace,  both  at  home  and 
abroad,  and  in  a  fair  pro fped:  of  continuing  fo 
for  the  reft  of  his  life,  he  then  reviled  and  pub- 
lifhed  the  laft  edition  of  the  eighteenth  Pjalm, 
which  contains  a  fummary  of  GOD'S  fignal  mer 
cies 
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cies  and  deliverances  wrought  for  him;  with 
fuch  an  overflowing  of  gratitude  for  the  divine 
goodnefs  to  him,  as  infinitely  furpaffes  all  other 
compofitions,  of  all  other  men,  upon  this  head. 
And,  what  is  very  fmgular,  and  I  hope  not  un 
worthy  the  reader's  notice,  he  hath  found  the 
fecrct  of  moft  effectually  perpetuating  his  owa 
praife,  by  perpetuating  that  of  his  Maker :  whilft 
he  labours  to  make  the  praifespf  GOD  glorious, 
he  makes  his  own  eminent,  above  all  other 
mortals!  A  Tingle  inftance  will  evince  this: 
We  never  fhould  have  known,  rhat  David  was. 
the  fwifteft  and  the  nrongeft  of  all  mankind,  if 
his  own  thankfgivings  had  not  told  us  foj  if  he 
had  not  blefied  GOD  for  giving  him  the  fwift- 
nefs  of  the  hart,  and  the  ftrcngth  to  break  a  bow 
of  ftcel. 

THE  critical  reader  will,  I  hope,  not  deem 
it  beneath  his  curiofity,  to  fee  a  few  paflages 
in  this  Pfalm,  publifhed  in  David's  youth,  com 
pared  with  the  corre&ions  of  his  more  advanced 
years :  the  firft,  as  they  are  found  in  the  book 
of  Pfalms$  and  the  laft,  as  they  are  publifhed  in 
the  twenty-fecond  chapter  of  the  fecond  book 
of  Samuel. 

PSALMS.  SAMUEL. 
VER.    i.      /  mil  VER.  2.    'The  Lord 
love  thee,  O  Lord,  my  is   my    Rock,    and    my 
Sfttngfh.     2.  The  Lord  Fortrefs,  and  my  Deli- 
is   my    Rocky    and   my  verer  5    3.  The  God  of 
Fortrefs,   and   my  De-  my  rock>  in  him  will  I 
hverer  •>    my    God,    my  trujt;  he  is  my  Shield^ 
Strength,  and 
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Strength,  in  'whom  I 
will  tntjt  5  my  Buckler , 
find  the  Horn  of  my  fal- 
nation ;  my  high  Tower. 
y.  The  for  rows  of  death 
compared  me,  and  the 
foods  of  the  ungodly  men 
made  w^e  afraid. 


and  the  Horn  of  my  fal- 
vation,  ?ny  high  Tower  ^ 
and  my  Refuge^  my  Sa 
viour  *.  Thoufaveft  me 
from  violence.  £.  When 
the  waves  of  death  com- 
fajfed  me>  the  floods  of  the 


ungodly 
afraid. 


men  made   me 


EVERY  eye  will  difcern  to  what  infinite  ad 
vantage  this  exprefiion,  The  forrows  of  death,  is 
changed  into  'The  waves  of  death.  Nothing  can 
be  a  finer  emblem  of  an  hoft  of  men,  in  their 
feveral  ranks,  than  the  waves  of  the  fea,  fuc- 
ceeding  one  another  in  their  natural  order. 
And,  when  weconfider  them  pre fling  forward 
to  the  deftrudion  of  their  adverfaries,  they  may 
very  properly  be  termed  waves  of  death. 


PSALMS. 
VER.  7.  Then  the 
sarthjhook  and  trembled, 
the  foundations  alfo  of 
the  hills  moved,  and  were 
Jhaken^  becauje  he  was 
wroth. 


SAMUEL. 
VER.  8.  Then  ths 
earth Jbook  and  trembled^ 
the  foimdations  of  hea 
ven  moved  andfhook>  be- 
caufe  he  was  wroth. 


THE  hills,  fhaking  from  the  foundation  at 
the  wrath  of  GOD,  is  a  noble  idea:  but  the 

*  As  his  deliverances  were  now  multiplied,  his  gratitude  feem?, 
as  it  were,  exaggerated,  and  makes  new  efforts  to  exert  itfelf, 
when  every  idea,  {hat  would  cxprcfs  it,  fecms  exhaufled. 

foun- 
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foundations  of  heaven,  fhaking  at  it,  is  a  much 
nobler!  The  thought  too  is  ftridly  juftj  for  as 
the  eye  of  the  fp^dator  is  tofled  to-and-fro,  in 
an  earthquake,  the  heavens  muft  alfo  appear  to 
him  to  be  agitated  in  the  fame  manner. 

ALTHQUGH  David's  main  purpof^  in  pub- 
lifhing  thefe  divine  hymns,    fetting  them   tp 
fuited  mufic,  and  finging  them  in  the  public 
worfhip  of  GOD,  was,  to  publifh  to  the  whole 
world  his  endlefs  gratitude,  for  the  various  and 
wonderful   mercies  of  GOD,    beftowed   upon 
him;  yet  had  he  a  further,  and,  if  poflible,  a 
nobler  purpofe,  in  this  conduct;   I  mean,  to 
difperfe  true  religion  throughout  every  part  of 
his  dominions ;  to  infpire  the  hearts  of  his  people 
with  a  true  and  lively  fenfc  of  gratitude  to  G  o  D, 
their  Benefador,  Protedor,  and  Saviour,  as  welt 
as  his.     David  well  knew,  that  true  gratitude 
to  GOD  is  the  fureft  fource  of  true  religion,  and 
every  duty  injoined  by   it  >    and   when   it    is 
poured  out  for  public  bleffings,  in  which  all 
partake,  naturally  mixes  with  every  foetal  affe- 
dion,  and  blends  them,  as  it  were,  into  its  own 
being,  and  by  this   means    becomes  the  very 
beft  bond  of  fociety.     And  therefore  David,  by 
perpetually  pouring  out  the  praifes  of  GOD,  in 
the  moft  exalted  and  heavenly  compofitions,  and 
taking  all  occafions  to  recount  his  endlefs  mer 
cies  and  deliverances   wrought  for  his  people 
from  the  beginning,   took  the  moft  effeduaf 
means  to  fill  their  hearts  with  gratitude  to  their 
great  Bencfador  5  and,  in  confequence  of  that* 
to  render  them  religioufly  obfervant  of  his  laws* 

to 
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to  render  them  humane,  friendly,  and  affe&i* 
onate  to  one  another,  and  confcientioufly  faith 
ful  and  dutiful  to  their  fovereign. 

THE  wifeft  and  moft  eminent  of  the  antients 
have  left  many  encomiums,  both  upon  the  fe* 
parate  and  joint  power  of  mufic  and  poetry,  to* 
wards  foftcning,  civilizing,  and  mending  the 
manners  of  mankind  5  and  the  candid  readcx 
will,  I  am  fure,  pardon,  if  not  thank,  me  for 
tranfcribing  a  paflage  to  this  purpofe  from  Mr. 
Rollin,  one  of  the  moft  polite  and  truly  valuable 
authors  of  this  or  any  age  5  the  greateft  lover  of 
truth,  and  of  mankind !  vol.  iv.  of  his  Antient 
Hiftory,  p.  323,  324.  Mufic  was  cultivated  with 
no  left  application  and  fuccefs.  The  antients 
afcribed  wonderful  effects  to  it.  They  believed  it 
very  proper  to  calm  the  pajjions,  Jbften  the  man 
ners,  and  even  humanize  people  naturally  favage 
and  barbarous.  Polybius,  a  grave  and  ferious 
biftorian,  and  who  is  certainly  'worthy  of  belief^ 
attributes  the  extreme  difference  between  tivo  pe®pk 
of  Arcadia,  the  one  infinitely  beloved  and  efteewed 
for  the  elegance  of  their  manners^  their  benevolent 
inclinations,  humanity  to  ftrangers,  and  piety  to 
the  gods ;  the  other,  on  the  contrary,  generally  re~ 
f  reached  and  hated  for  their  malignity,  brutality, 
and  ir  religion ',  Polybius,  I  fay,  afcribes  this  dif 
ference  to  the  ftudy  of  mufic  (I  mean,  fays  he,  the 
true  and  noble  mufic)  cultivated  'with  care  by 
the  one,  and  abfolutely  neglected  by  the  other  people. 

IF  fuch  have  been  the  effects  of  the  fole  and 
feparate  power  of  noble  mufic,  what  might  not 
4?e  hoped  from  it,  when  it  is  built  upon,  and 

fup* 
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fupported  by,  the  nobleft,  the  fublimeft,  the 
moft  heavenly  drains  of  divine  poetry,  by  which 
the  world  was  ever  delighted*  informed,  or 
amended !  And  fuch,  beyond  all  controverfy,  or 
pretence  of  a  rational  doubt*  are  the  facred 
hymns  and  pfalms  of  David. 

PINDAR  places  this  elogium  in  the  front 
of  Hiero's  chara&ei: ;  That  he  took  a  noble  de 
light  in  the  molt  exqtiifite  ftrokes  and  perform 
ances  of  poetry  and  mufic.  Could  he  have 
added  to  this,  that  he  had  a  mattery  over  all 
mortals,  in  the  composition  of  both ;  and  crowned 
all,  by  the  application  of  both  to  their  nobleft 
ends  and  ufcs  5  the  infpiring  of  true  piety  and  virtue 
Into  the  hearts  of  men,  and  celebrating  the 
praifes  of  GOD;  recounting  the  works  and 
wonders  of  his  providence,  and  infinite  mercies 
to  mankind  ;  how  nobly  had  his  character  been 
completed!  how  had  it  been,  at  once,  exalted 
and  unrivalled !  The  thinking  reader  will  cafily 
fatisfy  himfelf,  that  this  glory,  which  Pindar 
could  not  confer  upon  Hiero,  David  hath,  moft 
unfelfifhly,  and  without  the  leaft  taint  or  view 
of  vanity,  fecured  to  himfelf. 

AFTER  David's  laft  revilal  and  edition  of  the 
eighteenth  PJalm,  now  recounted,  the  facred 
hiftorian  gives  us  to  underftand,  that  the  laft 
words  which  he  fpakc,  and  committed  to  write- 
ing,  as  a  prophet,  are  thefe  which  immediately 
follow  this  P/tf/tfz,  in  the  fecondbook  of  Samuel, 
chap,  xxiii.  And  indeed  it  is  of  vaft  importance 
to  the  faithful,  that  they  are  committed  to  write- 


ing. 
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ing;   becaufe  he  there  expreily  declares,  *£hat 
the  Spirit  of  God  fpake  by  him. 

THE  laft  words  of  great  men,  folemnly  de 
livered,  and  upon  points  of  great  importance, 
have  always  been  thought  worthy  of  peculiar 
regard;  and  have  accordingly  been  carefully 
recorded :  and  therefore  thefe  of  fo  great  a  prince 
and  prophet  as  David,  will  not,  I  prefume,  be 
deemed  unworthy  the  regard  of  the  moft  incu 
rious  reader  5  efpecially  as  they  will  not  take  up 
much  more  than  one  minute  of  his  time. 

Now  thefe  be  the  laft  words  of  David:  David 

the  fonof  JeJJefaid,  and  the  man  who  was  raifed 

up  on  high,  the  anointed  of  the  God  of  Jacob,  and 

the  Jweet  pfalmift  of  Ifrael,  /aid',  The  Spirit  of 

the  Lord  fpake  by  me,  and  his  word  was  in  my 

tpngue.     The  God  oflfraelfaid,  the  Rock  oflfrael 

fpake  unto  me,  He  that  ruleth  over  men  muft  be 

jufl,  ruling  in  the  fear  of  God :  and  he  flail  be  as 

the  light  of  the  morning,  when  the  fun  rifeth,  even 

a  morning  without  clouds ;    as  the  tender  grafs 

fpringing  out  of  the  earth,  by  clear  flining  after 

rain.     Although  my  houfe  be  not  fo  with  God;  yet 

he  hath  made  with  me  an  everlafting  covenant* 

ordered  in  all  things  >  and  Jure:  for  this  is  all  my 

fahation,  and  all  my  defire^  although  he  make  it 

not  to  grow. 

But  the  fons  of  Belial  flail  be  all  of  them  as 
thorns  thruft  away,  becaufe  they  cannot  be  taken 
'with  hands  -,  but  the  man  that  flail  touch  them^ 
muft  be  fenced  with  iron,  and  the  flaff  of  a  /pear  : 
and  they  flail  be  utterly  burnt  with  fire  in  the  fame 

place. 

Ho\r 
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How  glorious  a  conclufion  of  fo  noble  an 
office  is  this!  to  recoiled  GOD'S  fignai  mercies 
and  bleilings  beftowed  upon  him !  His  exalta 
tion  to  royalty,  from  a  low  eftate !  and  his  gifts 
of  prophecy,  poetry,  and  harmony !  His  fpecial 
command  to  him  as  a  king,  and  his  eternal 
covenant  with  him  and  his  feed!  The  conti 
nuance  of  his  temporal  kingdom,  but  with  no 
increafc  of  grandeur,  in  his  pofterity!  Their 
fure  falvation  and  protection,  whilft  they  con 
tinued  in  the  covenant  made  with  their  father  ! 
and  the  final  reprobation,  and  deftrudion  of  the 
\vicked!  and,  above  all,  that  blefled  and  per 
manent  aflurance  to  the  faithful,  That  the  Spirit 
of  the  Lord  (pake  by  him,  and  his  word  was  in 
his  tongue  !  Thus  fealing  the  truth  and  certainty 
of  his  divine  infpi ration,  and  in  confequence  of 
that,  the  facred  authority  of  his  writings,  to  end- 
lefs  generations. 

THEN  follows  the  noble  catalogue  of  Da 
vid's  worthies;  the  nobleft  and  mod  truly  re* 
nowned  of  all  antiquity  $  inafmuch  as  there  is 
reafon  to  believe,  that  any  ad,of  notorious  guilt 
excluded  from  it :  for  why,  otherwife,  fo  great 
a  captain,  and  fo  brave  a  man,  as  Joab,  fhould 
be  left  out  of  that  lift,  when  his  two  brothers, 
and  even  his  armour-bearer,  are  included  in  it,  f 
own  I  cannot  comprehend.  And  this  con- 
jedure  is,  I  think,  ftrengthencd,  by  obferving 
feveral  names  in  the  lift  of  thefe  worthies, 
2  Sam.  xxiii.  left  out  in  the  fubfequent  lift, 
I  -Chron.  xi.  and  a  good  many  other  names  added 
in  this  later  lift.  From  whence  I  conclude,  that 

fpm§ 
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fome  of  the  worthies  in  the  firft  lift,  had  their 
names  rafed  out,  on  account  of  fome  fubfequent 
demerit,  after  the  authors  of  the  fecond  book  of 
Samuel  were  dead. 


CHAR     XVII. 

D  A  v  i  D'J  Numbering  of  tie  People:  and 
the  Blague  which  enfued. 

THE  people  of  Ifrael  were  fcarccly  reco 
vered  from  the  calamity  of  that  fa 
mine,  which  infefted  them  for  three  years, 
when  they  were  vifited  by  another  chaftifcment, 
apparently  more  fatal,  although  of  a  very  fhort 
continuance:  a  peftilence  of  three  days;  occa- 
fioned  by  the  king's  numbering  of  the  people. 

THE  moft  rational  account  of  the  matter  is 
this:  GOD  had  given  them  a  command,  by  Mo- 
fes,  Exod.  xxx,  that  when  they  took  the  fum  of 
the  people,  after  their  number,  every  man  fo 
numbered,  from  twenty  years  old  and  upwards, 
fhould  pay  half  a  fhekel  to  the  fancluary,  as  a 
ranfom  tor  his  foul  to  GOD;  under  the  penalty 
of  a  plague,  to  enfue  the  ncgled  of  ftich  pay 
ment  :  and  accordingly  that  payment  was  made, 
when  they  were  numbered,  Exod.  xxxviii.  24  *. 

And 

*  If  it  be  obje&ed,  that  there  are  two  other  numberings  men 
tioned  in  the  Bible,  Numb.  \.  and  Numb.  xxvi.  without  the  men 
tion  of  any  payment  to  the  fan&uary  ;  I  anfwer,  That  there  is  in 
deed  no  exprefs  mention  made  of  any  fuch  payment ;  but  I  think  it 
-  VOL.  If.  B  S  iuf- 
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And  furely  a  moft  rational  and  religious  capi 
tation  this  was,  indicating,  that  their  lives  were 
the  forfeit  of  their  fins,  to  Go  D  :  who,  in  mercy, 
accepted  a  fmall  ranfom  for  them  5  but  an  equal 
one  for  the  lives  of  the  higheft  and  the  loweft 
amongft  them,  inafmuch  as  they  were  all  of 
equal  value  in  his  fight,  with  whom  there  is  no 
acceptance  ofperfons. 

DAVID,  now  (probably  from  an  impulfe  of 
vanity)  defirous  to  know  the  ftrength  of  his 
kingdom,  which  he  rightly  judged  to  confift 
more  in  the  numbers  of  valiant  men,  than  in 
the  extent  of  empire,  ordered  the  fum  of  the 
people  to  be  taken,  from  twenty  years  old  and 
upward-,  without  ordering  the  Mojaic  ranfom  to 
be  paid :  for  which  reafon  a  plague  immediately 
enfucd,  which  deftroycd  feventy  thoufand  of 
them,  within  the  time  determined  by  the  pro 
phet.  And  indeed,  as  the  people  were  now 
more  fignally  blefled  by  G  o  D  than  at  any  time, 
the  neglect  of  paying  this  tribute,  to  their  great 
Sovereign,  under  whole  protection  they  were 
ib  wonderfully  raifed  to  wealth,  and  dominion 
over  their  enemies,  became  more  odioufly  in 
famous  and  ungrateful.  Ajid  it  is  to  me  un 
accountably  aftonifhing,  how  David  could  be 
brought  to  fuffer  it :  but  in  truth  he  did  more  > 

fufRciently  implied  in  both  places ;  for,  Numb.  i.  54.  it  is  faid, 
And  the  children  of  Ifrael  did  according  to  all  that  the  Lord  com 
manded  Mofes.  And  in  Numb.  xxvi.  4.  they  are  commanded  to 
take  the  fum  of  the  people,  as  the  Lord  commanded  Mofes,  and  the 
children  of  Ifrael,  which  went  forth  out  of  the  Land  of  Egypt, 
And  we  know,  that  the  payment  of  the  half-fhekel  made  a  part  of 
that  command. 

6  he 
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he  not  only  fuffercd,  but  injoined  and  urged  it. 
And,  to  increafe  our  wonder,  David  injoined, 
and  Joab  remonftrated  againft  it ;  remonftrated 
againft  it,  not  only  with  fine  addrefs,  but  with 
a  fpirit  of  true  religion.  His  addrefs  is  feen 
2  Sam.  xxiv.  3.  for,  when  David  g&vc  him  his 
command,  to  go  through  all  the  tribes  of  Ifraely 

and  number  the  people JoabJ aid  unto  the  kingy 

Now  the  Lord  thy  God  add  unto  the  people  (how 
manyfoever  they  be)  an  hundredfold^  and  that  the 
eyes  of  my  lord  the  king  may  fee  it :  but  why  doth 
my  lord  the  king  delight  in  this  thing  ?  And  the 
religion  of  this  conduct  is  feen  from  what  is 
added,  I  Chron.  xxi.  3.  Wty  doth  my  lord  require 
this  thing  ?  Why  will  he  be  a  caitfe  of  tre/pafs  to 
IJrael?  But  David  was  fo  bent  upon  the  pur- 
pofe,  that  nothing  could  difluade  him  from  it. 
And  Joab,  and  the  captains  of  the  hoft,  were 
immediately  difpatched  to  execute  it,  and  re 
turned  not  to  Jerujalem  till  the  end  of  nine 
months  and  twenty  days  5  and  even  then  returned 
without  accomplishing  their  purpofe;  for  Levi 
and  Benjamin  were  not  taken  into  the  compu 
tation  :  For  (fays  the  text)  the  kings  word  was 
abominable  unto  Joab.  Bcfidcs,  as  GOD  had  pro- 
mifed  to  multiply  them  as  the  (tars  of  heaven, 
and  the  fands  of  the'fca,  they  thought  it  impious, 
fo  much  as  to  attempt  an  exact  computation  of 
all  orders  and  ages  amongft  them. 

THERE  are  two  returns  left  us  of  this  num 
bering  (one  2  Sam.  xxiv.  and  die  orhcr  i  Chron. 
xxi.);  which  differ  confidcrablv  from  one  an 
other,  efpecially  in  relation  to  the  men  tflfrael-, 
S   2  which. 
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which,  in  the  firft,  are  returned  but  eight  hun 
dred  thoufand  5  but,  in  the  laft,  eleven  hundred 
thoufand.  But  I  think  a  careful  attendance  to 
both  the  texts,  and  to  the  nature  of  the  thing, 
will  cafily  reconcile  them.  The  matter  appears 
to  me  thus :  Joab>  who  refolved,  from  the  be 
ginning,  not  to  number  the  whole  of  the  people, 
but  who,  at  the  fame  time,  wifhed  to  fhew  his 
own  tribe  in  the  bed  light,  and  make  their  num 
ber  as  confidcrable  as  he  could,  numbered  c?ery 
man  amongft  them,  from  twenty  years  old  and 
upwards,  and  fo  returned  them  to  be  five  hun 
dred  thoufand:  but  in  Ifrael  he  only  made  a 
return  of  fuch  men  as  were  exercifcd  and  proved 
in  arms  5  and  therefore  the  number  of  perfons 
above  twenty  years  old  is  lefs  in  his  return 
(2  Sam.  xxiv.).  -''\''Y 

THE  reader  will  beft  judge,  whether  the 
letter  of  the  texts  doth  not  juftify  this  conjecture: 
that  of  2  Sam.  xxiv.  ftands  thus  5  And  there  'were 
in  Ifrael  eight  hundred  thoufand  valiant  men,  that 

drew  the  fiver d and  the  men  of  yudab  (not 

the  men  of  tried  valour  only,  but  the  whole) 
were  five  hundred  tkoulhnd  men :  whereas  the 

\J  *' 

account  we  have  of  this  matter  in  i  Cbrcn.  xxi, 
ftands  thus :  And  all  they  of  Ifrael  were  a  thou 
fand  thoufand)  and  an  hundred  thoufand  mm^  that 
drewfword:  and  Judah  four  hundred  threefcore 
and  ten  thoufand  men  that  drew  fword.  In  a 
word,  in  2  Sam.  xxiv.  9.  the  whole  of  Judah  is 
returned,  and  only  the  men  of  proved  valour  in 
Ifrael.  In  i  Chron.  xxi.  f.  the  whole  of  Ifrael 
is  exprefly  returned ;  but  the  particle  all  is  not 

ex- 
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exprcfly  prefixed  to  thofe  of  Judah-,  and  there 
fore  poflibly  the  men  of  tried  valour  in  that 
tribe  are  only  included  in  that  return  :  and,  if 
fo,  the  returns  muft  of  neceffity  be  very  dif 
ferent.  Indeed  it  feems  to  me  as  if  all  the  facred 
writers  were  upon  their  guard  againft  giving  an 
ocad  return. 

How  unftable  are  all  human  purpofes  and 
purfuits !  David,  whofe  heart  was  fo  lately  fet 
upon  numbering  the  people,  fees  his  guilt,  and 
repents  his  purpofe,  the  moment  it  was  fmifhed : 
that  heart  which  was  fo  lately  dilated  with 
vanity  *,  now  fhrinks  into  contrition  and  peni 
tence. 

IT  is  fome where  faid  of  Epaminondas,  that, 
the  next  day  after  the  battle  of  Leuttra,  he  was 
feen  remarkably  fad  and  deje&ed;  and  being 
asked  the  reafon,  anfwered,  I  ycfterday  furfered 
myfelf  to  be  too  much  elated  with  vanity,  and 
I  am  mortifying  for  it  to-day.  This  feems  to 
have  been  pretty  much  the  cafe  of  David-, 
whofe  vain  heart  now  recoils,  with  dreadful 
pangs,  upon  his  bread.  And  David's  heart 
fmote  him,  (fays  the  text)  after  that  he  had  num 
bered  the  people :  and  David  faid  unto  the  Lord,  I 
have  finned  greatly  in  that  1  have  done :  and  now  I 
befeechthee>  O  Lord,  take  away  the  iniquity  of  thy 
Jervant  -,  for  I  have  done  very  foolijhly. 

*  And  perhaps  this  may  be  the  reafon,  why  this  action  is  im 
puted  to  the  inftigation  of  Satan,  the  father  of  pride. 
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IN  this  fituation  of  mind,  Gadt  David's  far, 
found  him  the  next  morning  *,  when  he  came 
to  denounce  the  divine  vengeance  upon  his 
guilt :  and  to  fhew  him,  and  the  world,  that 
the  vengeance  he  came  now  to  denounce,  could 
be  no  cafual  calamity,  nor  the  effed  of  any 
natural  caufe,  he  gave  him  his  choice  of  three 
evils  5  one  of  which  muft  immediately  be  in 
flicted  upon  him:  Shall  J even  years  of  famine 
come  unto  thee  in  thy  land?  Or  wilt  thouflee  three 
months  before  thine  enemies ,  while  they  pur fue  thee? 
Or  that  there  be  three  days  peflilence  in  thy  land  ? 
JVfe',  advife^  and  fee  what  anjwer  I  jhall  return 
to  Him  that  fent  me.  To  thefe  dreadful  and 
diitra&ing  alternatives,  David  made  this  truly 
heroic  and  religious  reply :  And  David  faid 
unto  Gad,  I  am  in  a  great  jlr eight :  let  us  fall 
now  info  the  hand  of  the  Lord,  (for  his  mercies 
are  great)  and  let  me  not  fall  into  the  hand  of  man. 
Had  he  chofen  either  war  or  famine,  his  wealth 
and  his  power  had  eafiiy  fecured  himfelf  and 
family  from  any  imminent  danger  of  either: 
but  in  this  confided  his  heroifm,  that  he  chofe 
that  evil,  which  he  himfelf  rifqued,  in  common 
with  his  meaneft  fubjed. 

THE  event  was  immediately  anfwerable  to 
the  choice^  a  plague  infiantly  enfued,  and  con- 

*  I  muft  here  obferve  an  egregious  error  in  our  Englijb  tranf- 
lation  :  which  gives  us  to  apprehend,  that  Davids  penitence  was 
the  effeft  of  Gad's  threat :  FOR,  (fays  the  text)  when  David  was 
up  in  the  morning,  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  unto  the  prophet  Gad, 
David's  feer,  faying,  Go,  and  fay  unto  David,  &c.  Whereas  the 
word  which  is  tranilated  For,  ihould  be  tranflated  And ;  and  it  is 
not  a  caufal,  but  a  conne&ive  particle. 

tinued 
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tinued  to  the  time  appointed  5  which  deftroyed, 
in  that  very  fhort  fpace,  feventy  thoufand  men, 
from  Dan  to  Beerjheba :  a  calamity  which  hath 
no  parallel,  in  the  whole  compafs  of  hiltory, 

DAVID,  deeply  afflided  and  penitent  under 
this  heavy  chaftifement,  aflembled  the  elders  of 
Ifrael;  and  all  of  them,  cloathed  in  fackcloth, 
humbled  themfelves  in  a  moft  folemn  and  public 
manner  before  Goo 5  imploring  his  mercy,  and 
deprecating  his  vengeance.  And,  whilft  they 
were  in  this  condition,  David,  lifting  up  his 
eyes  to  GOD,  jaw  the  angel  of  the  Lord  Jiandmg 
between  the  earth  and  the  heaven-,  having  a 
drawn  fword  in  his  hand,  ftr etched  out  over  Je- 
ru/alem.  Upon  the  fight  of  which,  David,  and 
all  his  attending  elders,  fell  upon  their  faces,  to 
the  earth 5  and  David  cried  out  to  GOD,  Is  it 
not  I  that  commanded  the  people  to  be  numbered  ? 
Even  I  it  is  that  havefmned,  and  done  evil  indeed. 
But  for  thefe  (keep,  what  have  they  done  ?  Let 
thine  hand,  I  pray  thee,  0  Lord  my  God,  be  on 
me,  and  on  my  father  s  houj'e ;  but  not  on  thy  people, 
that  they  Jhould  be  plagued. 

THIS  fupplication  and  humiliation  of  David, 
and  the  elders,  foftened  the  divine  wrath,  and 
arrefted  the  vengeance.  And  the  Lord  J aid  to  the 
angel,  that  dejlroyed  the  people*  It  is  enough  -,  ft  ay 
now  thine  hand.  And  the  place  where  the 
avenging  angel  was  ftaid,  was  qver  the  threm- 
ing- floor  of  Araunah  the  Jebufite. 

THEN  the  angel  of  the  LORD  commanded 
Gad,  inftantly  to  order  David  to  go  and  let 
up  an  altar  to  Gop  in  the  rfuefhiagrAoor  of 

S  4  Arau- 
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Araunah  the  *JebuJite.  David  immediately 
obeyed,  and  treated  with  Araunah  for  the  threfh- 
ing-floor  ;  fignifying  to  him,  at  the  fame  time, 
the  reafon  why  he  defired  to  purchafe  it :  the 
truth  of  which  Araunah  himfelf  rnuft  eafily  be 
fatisfied  of,  inafmuch  as  he  alfo,  with  his  four 
fons,  had  feen  the  deftroying  angel,  and  hid 
themfelves  in  terror  of  the  fight.  And  there 
fore  David  had  no  fooner  made  the  propofal, 
but  the  generous  Araunah  replied,  with  a  ready 
offer  of  every  thing  he  wanted  5  land,  oxen  for 
facrifice,  and  threfhing  inftruments  for  fuel,  and 
the  wheat  for  the  meat  offering,  without  any 
price  or  purchace.  But  this  David  abfblutely 
refufedj  declaring,  that  he  would  buy  every 
thing  at  the  full  price ;  and  that  he  would  not 
facrifice  to  GOD  of-that  which  coft  him  nothing : 
and  accordingly  he  bought  the  place  for  fix  hun 
dred  fhekels  of  gold  5  and  the  oxen  for  fifty 
fhekcls  of  fiiver*.  And  David  built  there  an 
altar  unto  the  Lord,  and  offered  burnt-offerings 
and  peace-offering^  and  called  upon  the  Lord \  and 

*  Much  difficulty  hath  been  raifed  upon  the  articles  of  this 
file,  in  a  cafe,  to  me,  fufficiently  plain.  The  authors  of  2  Sam. 
xxiv.  tell  us,  that  David  bought  the  tbre/khig-foor,  but  do  not  fay 
for  what ;  and  then  immediately  add,  and  the  oxen  for  fifty  Jbekels 
offel-ver —  Now,  it  is  but  fuppofmg  fuch  a  Hop  placed  after  the 
\vord  floor,  as  fhews  it  to  be  a  fentence  diflincl  from  v/hat  follows, 
or  fuppofmg  the  following  claufe  to  be  included  in  a  parenthefis  (a 
conftruftion  which  mult  be  fuppofed  in  all  other  writings,  in  a 
thoufand  inflame) ;  and  the  matter  is  clear  of  all  difficulty.  And 
rhat  one  or  both  of  thefe  mud  be  the  cafe,  is  fufficiently  evident 
to  me  from  i  Chron.  xxi.  25.  where  the  price  paid_/0r  the  place  is 
exprefly  fet  down  to  be  fix  hundred  fhekels  of  gold,  without  men 
tioning  any  price  paid  for  the  oxen. 

6  be 
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he  anfwered  him  from  heaven  by  fire  upon  the  altar 
of  burnt -offering^  and  the  plague  was  Jtayed  from 
Ifrael 

HOWEVER  criminal  this  numbering  was  in 
David,  yet  there  are  three  points  of  importance 
clear  from  it. 

THE  firft  is,  the  fignal  completion  of  GOD'S 
promife  to  Abraham.,  of  multiplying  his  feed,  as 
the  fands  of  the  fea  5  inafmuch  as  the  multitudes 
of  men,  comprehended  within  the  narrow  limits 
ofjudtea,  even  at.  this  time,  appears  from  this 
numeration  to  be  great  beyond  all  comparifon, 
although  confeffedly  lefs  confiderable  than  under 
fome  fucceeding  reigns. 

.  THE  fecond  is,  that  it  appears  from  the  ac 
counts  left  us  of  this  matter,  that  all  the  cities 
of  the  Canaanlte  coaft,  and  particularly  Zidon, 
and  the  ftrong-hold  of  Tyre,  were  under  the 
dominion  of  David.  But  this  I  apprehend 
could  only  be  the  antient  fy^e,  or  Palcetyrus, 
inafmuch  as  Hiram,  who  lived  in  friendship 
both  with  David  and  Solomon,  was  king  of  the 
other  Tyre :  which,  from  a  letter  of  his  to  Solo 
mon,  quoted  by  Jofephus,  appears  to  have  been 
Jituate  in  an  ifland  (Antiq.  1.  viii.  c.  2.).  But 
this,  however,  no  way  infers  the  king  of  that 
Tyre  not  to  have  been  tributary  both  to  David 
and  Solomon  $  as  I  apprehend  he  was,  from  his 
calling  both  David  and  Solomon  his  lord,  and 
him  f  elf  and  people  Solomon's  fcrvants,  2  Chron* 
ii.  14,  if.  Or,  if  he  were  nor,  David's  domi 
nion  over  Zidon  alone  will  go  a  great  way  to 
wards  accounting  for  thofc  immenfe  trealiires, 

which 
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which  he  amaffcd  for  building  the  temple;  in- 
afmuch  as  Zidon  is  allowed  to  have  been,  from 
the  remoteft  antiquity,  one  of  the  greateft  marts 
of  the  world,  which  engroffed  a  great  fhare  of 
its  wealth ;  and  into  which,  and  into  *fyre>  the 
veins  of  all  its  rieheit  mines,  then  in  their  vigour, 
were  naturally  drained.  And  that  Zidon  was 
early  renowcd  for  wealth  and  magnificence,  fuf- 
ficiently  appears  from  its  being  ftyled,  even  as 
early  as  the  days  of  Jofhua,  Zidon  the  great, 
Jofti.  xi.  8. 

THE  third  is,  that  David  was  not  the  cruel 
conqueror,  which  fome  men  fo  eagerly  infer 
him,  from  fome  parts  of  his  hiftory,  ill  confi- 
dercd,  and  of  confequence  little  underftood, 
inafmuch  as  we  learn  from  this  tranfaftion,  that, 
in  the  height  of  his  refentment  againft  the  Je- 
buftteSy  he  fpared  Araunab^  a  king  5  in  all  pro 
bability,  prince  and  proprietor  of  the  place >  and 
fuffered  him  to  live  in  peace  and  plenty. 

IF  it  be  asked,  why  the  people  were  punched 
for  this  guilt  of  their  prince?  I  anfwer,  (beiides 
the  common  obfervation,  ^uicquid  delirant  reges, 
&c.)  in  the  fentiments  of  Mr.  WbiJIon's  com 
ment  on  this  part  of  Jnfiphus's  hiftory  5  That 
neither  David's  nor  the  Sanhedrims  negletl  of 
cxafting  this  tribute  could  cxcufe  the  people 
from  paying  it,  when  an  exprefs  law  of  GOD  in- 
joined  it. 

To  fpeak  freely  upon  the  point,  I  can  con 
ceive  but  one  reafon,  why  David  now  negleded 
to  injoin  the  payment  of  this  tribute:  he  was 
the  great  patron  of  religion,  and  protector  of 

the 
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the  church  of  GOD;  and  (if  fuch  a  fpirit  then 
reigned  in  his  nation,  as  now  reigneth  in  ours) 
fuch  a  fum  of  money,  as  this  tax  would  have 
brought  into  the  fan&uary,  could  not  fail  to  have 
raifcd  an  high  outcry  of  bigotry  and  prieftcraft 
againft  him :  and  fo  he  fuffered  the  people  to 
be  plagued,  rather  than  let  the  priefthood  be 
enriched. 

I  SHALL  only  add,  that  the  ninety -firft  Pfalm 
feems  evidently  to  have  been  written  by  David, 
in  commemoration  of  his  deliverance  from  this 
public  calamity.  That  fignal  protection  of  Di 
vine  Providence,  which  he  had  now  experienced, 
naturally  prompted  him  to  break  out  into  thofe 
expreflions  of  hope  and  truft  in  G  o  D,  of  which 
it  is  hard  to  fay  whether  the  piety  or  the  poetry 
be  more  exalted  :  He  that  dwelleth  in  the  fecret 
place  of  the  Moft  Highy  /hall  abide  under  the 
Jhadow  of  the  Almighty.  Surely  he  (hall  deliver 
thee  from  the  fnare  of  the  fowler  -,  and  from  the 
noifome  peftilence. 

*fhou  jkalt  not  be  afraid  for  the  terror  by  night ; 
nor  for  the  arrow  that  Jlieth  by  day, 

Nor  for  the  pejiilence  that  walketb  in  darknefs; 
nor  for  the  dejlruffiion  that  wafteth  at  noon-day. 

A  thonfand  /hall  fall  at  thy  Jidc,  and  ten  thon- 
fond  at  thy  right- handy  but  it  ft: all  not  come  nigh 
'thcc. 


CHAP.- 


268      An  Hiftorical  Account  of      B.  4. 

CHAP.     XVIII. 

P  A  v  i  v  s  Preparations  to  build  the  Tem 
ple  :  his  private  Exhortations  to  Solo 
mon,  and  the  Princes^  to  carry  on  the 
Work 

WHEN  David  faw,  that  his  facrifice  was 
miraculoufly  accepted  of  Almighty  GOD, 
by  the  defcent  of  fire  from  heaven,  which  con- 
fumed  it  upon  the  altar,  he  immediately  con 
cluded,  that  this  was  the  place  which  GOD  had 
chofen,  to  eftablifh  his  worfhip  there  5  and  there 
fore  he  continued  to  offer  up  facrifices  upon  this 
altar,  and  accordingly  told  his  people,  that  this 
was  the  houje  of  the  Lord  God,  and  this  the  altar 
of  the  burnt-offering  for  Ifrael. 

IT  is  true,  the  tabernacle  of  the  LORD,  which 
Mofes  made  in  the  wildernefs,  and  the  altar  for 
the  burnt- offering,  were,  at  that  feafon,  in  the 
high-place  o£Gibeon$  and  thither  he  fhould  or 
dinarily  have  reforted,  to  facrifice  his  burnt-offer 
ings:  but  inafmuch  as  the  angel  of  the  LORD 
had  exprefly  commanded  him  to  ereft  an  altar  in 
the  threfhing-floor  of  Araunah,  and  on  that 
very  fpot,  over  which  the  avenging  angel  was 
arrefted,  and  GOD  appeafed,  he  naturally  con 
cluded,  that  this  was  the  appointed  place  of 
atonement,  fo  folemnly  fet  apart  for  facrifice : 
and  therefore  he  feared  to  refort  to  Gibeon  any 

more, 
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more,  for  any  purpofe  of  religion  *.  And  there 
is  no  doubt  but  he  was  confirmed  in  his  reafon- 
ing  upon  this  point,  by  reflecting,  that  this  was 
the  place  appointed  by  GOD  himfelf  for  the 
facrificing  of  Ifaac  5  and  where  the  faith  of  his 
father  Abraham  was  fo  amazingly  tried,  fo  glo- 
rioufly  accepted,  and  fo  nobly  rewarded. 

ALL  thefe  concurring  circumftances  and 
considerations  fufficiently  pointed  out  this,  as 
the  place  of  that  temple,  which  was  to  be  the 
glory  of  the  whole  earth.  And  accordingly  Da 
vid  fet  himfelf,  from  that  moment,  to  prepare 
materials  of  all  forts  for  it,  with  all  imaginable 
application  and  zeal,  as  indeed  he  had  done  for 
many  years  before. 

AND  indeed  there  is  no  doubt  but  it  was  at 
this  time,  that  GOD  infpired  him  with  the  plan 
of  the  whole  work  5  with  all  its  parts,  dimen- 
fions  and  utenflls :  all  which,  he  himfelf  exprefly 
allures  usf?  the  Lord  made  him  understand  in 
writing  by  his  hand  upon  him. 

THAT  the  architecture  of  this  temple  was  of 
divine  original,  I,  for  my  part,  am  fully  fatif- 
fied,  from  this  paflage;  and  I  am  confirmed  in 
this  perfuafion  by  finding  from  Vilalpandus,  that 
the  Roman,  at  lead  the  Greek,  architecture  is 
derived  from  this,  as  from  its  fountain  :  and,  in 
my  humble  opinion,  even  an  infidel  may  eafily 
believe  thefe  to  be  of  divine  originals  inafmuch 

*  But  David  could  not  go  before  it  (that  is,  the  altar  at  Gi- 
leon)  ;  for  he  <was  afraid  be caufe  ofth&Jkvordof  the  angd  of  the 
Lord,  i  Chron.  xxi.  30, 

f  i  Chron,  xxtiii.  19. 

as 
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as  they  are  (at  lead  the  latter  is)  found  perfed 
in  the  earlieft  models  :  nor  hath  the  utmoft 
reach  of  human  wifdom,  invention,  and  in- 
duftry,  been  ever  able  (although  often  endea 
vouring  it)  to  improve  or  alter  it,  but  to  dif- 
ad vantage,  throughout  the  courfe  of  fo  many 
ages. 

THAT  David  underftood  what  he  was  about, 
Is  evident  from  the  nature  of  the  thing ,  for,  if  he 
had  not  been  complete  matter  of  the  whole  de- 
fign,  he  could  not  have  directed  the  hewing  of 
the  ftones,  nor  adjufted  the  exaft  weight  of  all 
the  utenfils,  as  he  certainly  did,  with  great  care, 
I  Chron.  xxviii.  12,  &c. 

IN  the  firft  of  thefe  works  he  employed  all  the 
grangers,  that  is,  profelytes  of  the  land-*  who, 
probably,  were  more  skilled  in  works  of  that 
nature :  or,  poffibly,  he  chofe  not  to  take  his 
own  people  from  the  culture  of  the  ground,  and 
the  feveral  purfuits  of  rural  induury. 

HE  prepared  iron  and  brafs  in  abundance,  and 
without  weight,  for  the  joinings  (fays  the  text) 
probably  both  of  the  ftones  and  timber,  which 
was  alt  cedar;  and  fupplied  him,  in  vaft  plenty, 
by  the  Zidoniam  and  "Tynans.  He  confidcred, 
that  the  work  was  to  be  great  and  magnificent, 
beyond  any  thing  yet  known  to  the  world  5  and 
therefore  the  preparations  were  to  be  propor 
tionable.  This  the  facrcd  hiftorian  fully  informs 
us  of,  in  i  Chron.  xxii.  f.  And  David  J aid,  So 
lomon  my  Jon  is  young  and  tender;  and  the  houje 
that  is  to  be  builded  to  the  Lord,  muft  be  exceeding 
magnified,  of  fame ',  and  of  glory ',  throughout  all 

conn- 


B.  4.    the  Life  of  King  DA v ID.         271 

countries :  I  will  therefore  now  make  preparations 
for  it.  So  David  prepared  abundantly  before  his 
death:  taking  care,  at  the  fame  time,  to  in 
form  his  fon  Solomon  fully  of  his  whole  purpofe ; 
and  exhorting  him,  who  was  appointed  by  GOD 
to  execute  it,  to  purfue  and  accomplifh  it  with 
diligence  and  vigour  5  adding,  that  he  himfclf 
once  had  it  fully  in  his  intentions  to  build  an 
houfe  unto  the  Name  of  the  Lord  his  Godi  but  was 
exprefly  forbidden  to  purfue  his  purpofe,  becaufe 
he  had  been  a  man  of  war,  and  had  flied  much 
blood  upon  the  earthy  but  that  GOD  had  afTured 
him,  at  the  fame  time,  that  he  would  give  him 
a  fon,  who  fhould  be  a  man  of  peace,  and  his 
name  Solomon  ;  and  that  he  Ihould  build  him  an 
houfe.  And,  upon  this  ground,  he  exhorts  him 
to  go  on  with  the  work :  Now,  my  Jon,  the  Lord 
be  with  thee,  and  pro/per  thee ;  and  build  the  houfe 
of  the  Lord  thy  God,  as  he  hath  faid  of  thee.  He 
then  adds  a  mod  earned  exhortation  to  him,  to 
ferve  and  to  fear  GOD,  as  he  hoped  for  his  bleff- 
ing  upon  his  houfe  and  nation  ;  and  concludes 
with  an  earned  fupplication  to  GOD,  to  infpire 
his  heart  with  wiidom,  and  a  deady  fcnfc  of 
duty  to  him,  and  to  his  people. 

THIS  done,  David  next  proceeds  to  tell  his 
fon,  what  preparations  he  himlelf  had  made  for 
the  work:  Now,  behold,  in  my  trouble,  I  have 
prepared  for  the  houfe  of  the  Lord  an  hundred 
thoufand  talents  of  gold,  and  a  thoufand  thousand 
talents  of  /ilver ;  and  of  bra fs,  andiron,  without 
weight  (for  it  is  in  abundance  )  ;  timber  aljb,  and 
Jlone,  have  I  prepared-,  and  thou  mayjt  add  there 
to. 
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to.  Moreover,  there  are  workmen  with  thee  in 
abundance  -,  hewers  and  workers  of  ft  one  and  tim- 
her,  and  all  manner  of  cunning  men^  for  every 
manner  of  work.  Of  the  gold,  tbejiher,  and  the 
brafs,  and  the  iron,  there  is  no  number.  Anfe 
therefore,  and  be  doing,  and  the  Lord  be  with 
thee. 

DAVID'S  next  care  was,  to  engage  all  the 
great  men  of  the  realm  to  be  aiding  and  affifting 
to  his  fon,  in  the  carrying  on  of  this  great  work. 
And  to  this  purpofc  he  laid  his  particular  com 
mands  (as  I  apprehend)  fingly,  and  apart  *,  up 
on  each  of  them.  And  after  this,  convening 
them  in  one  body,  he  publicly  exhorted  them 
all  to  the  fame  purpofe,  in  an  oration,  which 
(to  me)  is  by  far  the  nobleft  of  the  kind  extant 
in  the  world.  But,  before  I  proceed  to  confider 
that  performance,  I  muft  beg  the  reader's  atten 
tion  to  feme  points  of  great  importance  ante 
cedent  to  it. 

*  If  not  the  Lord  your  Godvuitb  you  P  And  hath  be  not  given  you. 
reft  on  every  fide  P  For  be  hath  given  the  inhabitants  of  the  land  intu 
mine  hand,  and  the  land  is  fubdued  before  the  Lord,  and  before  his 
•people.  Nonv  fet  your  heart,  and  your  foul,  to  feek  the  Lord  your 
God :  arife  therefore,  and  build  ye  the  fanftttary  of  the  Lord  God. 
to  bring  the  ark  of  the  covenant  of  the  Lord,  and  the  holy  vejfeh  of 
God,  into  the  boufe  that  is  to  be  built  to  the  Name  of  the  Lord. 

This,  I  apprehend,  is  recorded  by  the  facred  writer,  as  the  fub- 
ftance  of  David's  private  exhortations  to  each  of  the  princes,  upon 
this  head. 


c  H  A  p. 
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CHAR    XIX, 

A  Differtation  upon  the  immenfe  Trea- 
fures  left  by  DAVID,  for  building  the 


is  no  one  point  relating  to  the 
facred  writings,  in  which  I  find  learned 
men,  and  critics  of  all  kinds,  fb  greatly  and 
diftantly  divided,  as  this  of  the  treafures  left  by 
David,  for  building  the  temple  ;  fome  thinking 
them  incredibly  immenfe,  and  others  doubling 
them  5  fome  fufpeding  fome  numeral  errors  in 
the  text,  and  others  finking  the  talent  almoft  to 
nothing,  in  order  to  guard  againft  the  fuppofi- 
tion  of  any  fuch  errors  5  whilft  others  feem  to 
Value  themfelves  upon  having  difcovcred  new 
veins  of  wealth,  from  whence  much  greater 
treafures  might  have  been  derived. 

IN  the  midft  of  this  uncertainty,  there  are 
fome  points,  I  think,  clear  and  inconteftable. 

THE  firft  is,  that  there  is  not  the  lead  ground 
to  believe,  that  the  Hebrews  ever  varied  their 
weights  and  meafures,  at  lead  before  the  capti 
vity.  And  therefore  David's  talent  was  the 
fame  with  that  of  Mofes. 

THE  next  plain  point  is,  that  the  Hebrew 
talent  was  of  a  confiderable  weight. 

WHAT  Mofes's  talent  was,  is  known  to  a  de- 
monftration,  from  the  account  left  us  of  the  firft 
capitation  in  the  wildernefs,  Exod.  xxxviii.  2  f,  26. 

VOL.  II.  T  in 
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in  which  fix  hundred  and  three  thoufand  five 
hundred  and  fifty  men,  being  taxed  at  half  a 
fhekel  an  head,  raifed  a  fum  of  an  hundred  talents 
of  filver,  and  a  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
threefcore  and  fifteen  fhekels.  From  whence  it 
follows,  that  one  talent  contained  three  thou 
fand  fhekels ,  and  that  it  could  not  contain  lefs, 
in  the  days  of  Amaziah,  is  pretty  evident,  from 
the  account  left  us  in  2  Chron.  xxv.  6.  of  his 
having  hired  an  hundred  thoufand  mighty  men 
of  valour  out  of  I/rael,  for  an  hundred  talents 
of  filver.  If  the  talent  had  then  contained  lefs 
than  three  thoufand  fhekeis,  what  had  been  the 

hire  of  each  of  thefe  foldiers  ? And  the  hiftory 

of  Gebazij  Hezekiab,  and  many  other  pailages  of 
the  Old  yeftato.ent,  plainly  prove  the  talent  to 
have  been  of  a  confiderable  weight. 

ANOTHER  plain  point  is,  that  David  muft 
have  left  immenfe  trcafures  for  building  the 
temple,  from  the  vaft  number  of  workmen  em 
ployed  and  maintained  for  that  fervice,  for 
eleven  years :  four  years  in  preparing  the  mate 
rials,  and  feven  in  putting  them  together. 

H  i  R  AM'S  fervants,  hired  at  the  rate  of  twenty 
thoufand  meafures  of  wheat,  and  twenty  thou 
fand  meafurcs  of  barley,  and  twenty  thoufand 
baths  of  wine,  and  twenty  thoufand  baths  of 
oil,  year  by  year,  thirty  thoufand  hewers  of 
wood,  in  Lebanon  (ten  thoufand  of  them  in 
conftant  employment)  5  feventy  thoufand  bearers 
of  burdens,  and  fourfcorc  thoufand  hewers  of 
large  and  coMly  ftones  in  the  mountains ;  ftoncs 
of  ten  cubits,  and  (tones  of  eight  cubits,  fa  wed 

with 
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\vith  faws,  and  joined  with  unparallellcd  exacV 
nefs;  and  three  thoufand  fix  hundred  overieers 
of  the  work  5  that  is,  overfcers  of  thofe  who 
prepared  materials  for  it ;  fyefides  Jive  hundred 
and  fifty y  which  bare  rule  over  the  people  that 
wrought  in  the  work  (fays  the  text,  i  Kings  ix.  2 3.) 5 
that  is,  which  overfaw  the  execution  of  it  ;  and 
twenty-four  thoufand  Levites,  appointed  to  fet  ic 
forward,  i  Chron.  xxiii.  4.  Add  to  all  thefe,  the 
workers  of  precious  (tones,  of  gold,  and  filver, 
and  metals  of  all  kinds.  What  vaft  fums  of 
money  muft  have  circulated  through  ^erujalemy 
from  the  wages  of  fo  many  men  every  year! 
And  how  prodigious  muft  the  quantity  of  gold 
and  filver,  left  by  David,  be,  when  this  treafure 
(for  this  only  can  account  for  it)  enabled  Solomon 
to  give  gold  and  filver  in  Jerujalem\  as  (tones  5 
as  the  facred  text  informs  us  he  did  (2  Chron.  i. 
if.)!  Add  to  this,  the  immenfe  quantity  of 
folid  gold,  which  covered  the  intire  infide  of  the 
porch,  the  holy,  and  holy  of  holies,  and  the  upper 
chambers*;  the  ark,  the  mercy-feat,  the  che- 
rubims,  the  altar  of  incenfc,  and  ten  tables  of 
fhewbread ;  the  ten  candlefticks,  and  utenfils  of 
all  kinds,  for  the  fervice  of  the  temple,  fuch  as 
difhes,  cups,  &c.  which  Jofephus  computes  to 
have  been  no  lefs  than  four  hundred  and  forty 
thoufand,  of  that  metal;  befides  many  utenfils 
^xprefly  faid  in  the  Scriptures  to  be  of  gold,  fuch 

*  Jofephus  tells  us,  ( ' Antiq.  lib.  viii.  cap.  3.)  that  the  temple 
had  another  building  over  it,  equal  to  it  in  its  meafures.  And 
therefore  we  may  fairly  conclude,  that  the  upper  chambers  here 
fpoken  of,  were  the  chambers  of  that  building. 

T  2  as 
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as  fnuffers,  lamps,  tongs,  and  fpoons,  which  Jo- 
fephus  takes  no  notice  of;  and  befides  all  thofc 
of  filver,  which  were  thirteen  hundred  and  forty 
thoufand. 

ANOTHER  plain  point  is,  that  the  facted 
writers  were  very  careful  and  exad,  in  the  ac 
counts  left  us,  of  the  quantities  of  money  con 
tributed  towards  this  work  5  when  they  defcend 
even  to  the  number  of  drachms  contributed 
above  the  number  of  talents.  Nor  is  there  the 
leaft  ground  for  fufpeding  any  error  to  have 
crept  into  the  text,  or  alteration  to  have  ever 
beeri  made  in  the  numeral  words,  denoting 
thefe  quantities. 

ANOTHER  plain  point  is,  that  the  accounts 
left  us  of  the  earlier  age's  of  the  world,  fuffici- 
ently  evince  them  to  have  abounded  with  gold. 
And  hence,  as  fome  learned  men  think,  was 
derived  the  fable  of  the  golden  age.  Hence  the 
accounts  left  us  of  Midas,  and  Crcefus  *,  whofe 
treafures  of  gold  (to  fay  nothing  of  filver)  were 
infinite  ;  of  Saluces  and  Efubojes  f ,  kings  of 
Colchis,  who  had  intire  chambers  of  gold,  beams, 
and  pofts,  and  pillars  of  filver.  Hence  the  an- 
tient  Arabs,  thofe  of  Arabia  Felix  particularly, 
whofe  gold  was  pureft,  and  in  the  greateft  quan 
tities,  (as  Diodorus  Siculus  informs  us,  lib.  iii.) 
bartered  gold  for  iron.  And  the  Macrobii,  a 
people  of  Ethiopia,  bound  their  flaves  in  chains 

*  Of  whom  Pliny  fays,  That  they  poflefled  an  infinite  quantity 
of  it  >  in  infinitumpoffederunt,  lib.  xxiii.  cap.  3. 
f  Pfaj>  ibid. 
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of  gold,  Herodotus,  lib.  iii.  And,  above  all, 
hence  thofe  treafures  of  Sardanapalus  *,  which, 
from  Ctefiass  account  of  them,  are  almoft  incre 
dible.  The  mines  of  the  earth  were  then  virgin, 
(as  Pliny  obferves)  and  many  rivers  gloried  in 
golden  fands,  whofe  wealth  hath  long  fmce  been 
cxhauftedj  and  therefore  we  are  not  to  judge 
of  the  wealth  of  thofe  ages  by  our  own  prefent 
poverty, 

ANOTHER  point,  which  muft  be  confefied, 
is  this  :  that:  after  David  had  fmifhed  his  palace, 
and  other  buildings  in  Jerufalem,  which  was 
early  in  his  reign,  he  made  no  conftdenible  ex- 
pence,  that  we  know  of,  to  the  end  of  it,  for, 
as  to  the  maintenance  of  armies,  which  makes 
the  great  expence  of  other  princes,  I  think  it 
feems  agreed  among  the  learned,  that  his  coft 
him,  in  the  ordinary  courfe  of  things,  nothing : 
each  of  the  tribes  fupplying  and  fupporting  their 
own  monthly  courfesj  and  in  all  cafes  of  extra 
ordinary  levies,  each  man's  portion  of  the  great 
ipoils  taken  from  the  enemy,  did  more  than 
Compenfate  for  their  pay  :  fo  that,  if  David  had 
any  fure  fources  or  funds  of  wealth,  he  had 
great  opportunities  of  amafling,  and  treafuring 
it  up. 

THE  next  point,  then,  to  be  inquired  into, 
is,  What  thofe  fources  were,  from  whence  it 
was  poflible  for  David  to  drain  fo  much  wealth  ? 
And  thefe  are  confefledly  four :  husbandry,  war, 
trade,  and  tribute. 

*  Who  is  fuppofed,  by  fome  learned  men,  to  ha,ve  been  king  of 
Nineveh,  at  the  time  of /*»<§£*!  preaching, 

T  3  I-t 
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IT  is  well  known,   that  the  wealth  of  the 
earlier  ages  originally  confided  in  the  plenty  and 
goodnefs   of  the    creatures   and  fruits  of  the 
earth,  from  the  fale  of  which  arofe,  in  after- 
ages,   their    artificial  wealth.     Nor  can  it    be 
denied,  that  David  might  have  abounded  in  this 
natural  wealth,  from  the  advantage  of  a  country 
remarkably  fruitful,    and    bleffed,    beyond  all 
others,  in  a  rich  foil,  and  happy  climate :  and 
that  he  neglcded  no  means  to  improve  thcfe 
advantages,   may  fairly,   I  think,    be  colledcd 
from  the  account  left  us,  (i  Chron.  xxvii.  2f, 
&c.)  of  the  proper  and  diftinft  officers  appointed 
by  him,  over  his  treafures  and  ftore-houfcs,  of 
all  forts ;  in  cities,  fields,  villages,  and  caftles  j 
over  the  tillage  of  the  earth,  over  the  culture  of 
the  vineyards,  and  over  their  increafe  for  the 
wine-cellars  5  over  the  olive-trees,  and  fycomore- 
trces*,  in  the  low  plains  5  and  over  the  cellars 
of  oil  5  over  the  herds  that  fed  in  Sharon,  and 
over  the  herds  in  the  valleys ;  over  the  camels, 
over  the  affcs,  and  over  the  flocks. 

FROM  hence  it  is  natural  and  obvious  to. 
infer,  that  David  had  a  proper  attention  to  all 
the  parts  and  branches  of  husbandry.  And  it  is 
eafy  to  imagine,  what  an  immenfe  flow  of 
wealth  might  be  derived  from  this  fmgle  fource, 
in  the  courfe  of  thirty  or  forty  years  5  in  a  rich 
country,  part  bordering,  and  part  extended,  up 
on  a  fea-coaft,  where  the  trade  and  wealth  of 
the  whole  world  then  centred. 

"*  Or,  as  the  Vulgate  interprets  the  original  word,  fceta,  fig- 
.  yards. 

THE 
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THE  next  fource  of  David's  wealth,  was  wars 
which  feme  learned  men  have  imagined  to  be 
fo  rich  a  one,  as  were  fingly  fufficient  to  account 
for  all  the  wealth  David  left  behind  him. 

As  the  caftern  nations  abounded  in  gold,  it 
is  fufficiently  evident,  from  the  earlieft  accounts 
left  us  of  thofe  nations,  that  they  abounded  in 
ornaments  at  leaft  of  that  metal,   when  they 
went    to  battle.     This  is    apparent  from   the 
eighth  chapter   of  Judges ;   from    whence  we 
learn,  that  the  Midianites  not  only  wore  ear 
rings  of  gold  themfelves,  but  likewife  adorned, 
with  chains  of  gold,  the  necks  of  their  camels. 
We  learn  alfo,  from  Numbers  xxxi.  that,  when 
Ifrael  firft  conquered  the  Midianites,  the  captains 
of  thoufands,  and  captains  of  hundreds,  brought 
an  oblation  to  GOD,  of  the  fpoil  taken  from  the 
enemy,  and  fuch  as  every  man  amongft  them 
had  gotten,  (ver.  50.  and  5-3.)  jewels  of  gold, 
chains  and  bracelets,  rings,  ear-rings,  and  tablets ; 
making   in  the  whole  fixteen  thoufand  fcvcn 
hundred  and  fifty  fhekcls.     It  is  true,  that  as 
they  took  the  fpoil  of  the  whole  country,  cities, 
caftles,  men  and  women,  but  a  fmall  part  of  this 
treafure  can  be  placed  to  the  fcore  of  the  men 
{lain  in  battle.     But  it  is  as  true,  that  if  the 
Ifraellte  men  of  war,  who  then  went  to  battle, 
offered  only  the  five  hundredth  part  of  their 
(hare  of  the  gold  taken  from  Midiany  as  they 
offered    only  the   five  hundredth   part  of  the 
beeves,  afles,  and  fhecp;  the  treafure  of  gold 
then  taken  in  that  country  amounted,  in  the 
whole,  to  a  very  great  fum  $  for  but  half  of  the 

T4  whole 
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whole  fell  to  their  fhare.  And  if  this  one 
vidory  brought  in  fo  great  a  treafure,  we  may 
eafily  imagine,  what  immenfe  wealth  muft  be 
raifed  from  David's  many  victories  over  nations 
much  richer. 

BUT,  befides  the  perfonal  ornaments  worn  by 
thofe  who  went  to  battle,  it  is  beyond  all  doubt, 
that  the  eaftern  nations  always  adorned  their 
weapons,  and  utenfils  of  war,  with  the  richeft 
metals.  And  in  thofe  nations  where  gold 
abounded,  and  iron  was  little  known,  there  is 
no  queftion  but  the  weapons  themfelves  were 
of  gold :  as  Pliny  gives  us  to  underftand,  that 
thofe  of  the  anticnt  Gauls  were.  And  when 
we  learn  from  the  hiftory  of  David,  that  the 
Syrians,  whom  he  fubdued,  and  flew  in  fuch 
vaft  multitudes,  wore  fhiclds  of  gold,  can  we 
doubt,  whether  their  quivers,  handles  of  their 
fwords,  &c.  were  not  of  the  fame  metal  ?  He 
was  victorious,  in  about  twenty  battles,  over 
the  richeft  enemies  in  the  world,  from  the  Red- 
Jea,  to  beyond  Mount  Libanus  ;  and  from  the 
Euphrates^  to  the  Mediterranean  fea.  To  what 
an  incredible  fum  muft  the  perfonal  fpoils,  the 
rich  arms,  the  military  chefts,  and  the  gods  of 
gold  and  filver  *,  (always  carried  to  battle  with 
them)  of  fuch  infinite  multitudes,  amount ! 
And,  in  all  probability,  the  fpoils  of  their  cities 

*  PJal.  cxv.  4.  Their  idols  are  Jt/ver  and  gold.  And  Pfal. 
cxxxv.  15.  As  far  the  image  $  of  the  heathen,  they  are  but  filler 
and  gold.  And  we  learn  from  the  eighth  and  Seventeenth  chapters 
of  the  book  of : Judges*  that,  when  the  Ifraelites  fell  into  theheathei| 
idolatry,  they  alfo  made  them  images  of  gold  and  filver. 
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and  countries,  to  a  much  greater.  To  fay  no 
thing  of  the  fpoils  taken  from  the  Philtflint's, 
Amakkites,  and  others,  even  before  he  came  to 
the  crown. 

THE  next  fource  of  David's  wealth,  was 
trade. 

SOLOMON,  we  know,  made  no  conquefts: 
yet  had  he  two  ports  upon  the  Red-fea ;  Elotby 
arid  Ezion-geber,  in  the  land  of  Edom.  David 
conquered  Edom,  about  the  time  that  he  fubdued 
the  Syrians,  2  Sam.  viii.  14.  Confequently, 
thofe  ports,  and  perhaps  others,  were  in  his 
hands.  And  therefore  we  may  eafily  credit  Eu- 
polemus*,  when  he  tells  us,  that  David  fent 
ihips  with  miners  to  Urphe,  an  ifland  in  the  Red- 
fea,  which  had  mines  of  gold  :  a  relation,  which 
is  fufficiently  confirmed  by  the  account  left  us, 
of  David's  giving  three  thoufand  talents  of  gold, 
his  own  private  property,  pure  gold  of  Opbir^ 
(which  doubtlefs  is  the  Urphe  of  Eupolemus)  to 
the  building  of  the  temple.  Nor  is  it  any  way 
probable,  that  he  had  no  {hare  in  the  trade  of 
the  Mediterranean,  when  fuch  a  length  of  its 
richeft  trading  coaft  was  in  his  own  hands. 
What  profits  he  derived  from  thefe  branches  of 
trade,  is  impoflible  to  fay  5  but  I  think  it  highly 
probable,  from  the  nature  of  the  thing,  that  they 
were  very  confiderable,  and,  poffibly,  immenfc* 
But  whether  his  trade  were  fo,  or  no,  it  is  un 
doubted,  that  his  tribute  was. 

?  Eufeb.  Praepar.  lib.  ix, 

So- 
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SOLOMON  had  no  wars,  made  no  conquefts, 
or  acquifitions  of  territory  *  5  except  that  of  the 
fingle  city  of  Gezery  conquered  for  him,  and 
bellowed  upon  him,  by  Pharaoh.  And  therefore 
David's  tributary  revenues  will  beft  be  eftimated 
by  thofe  of  Solomon.  And  what  thofe  were,  may 
be  eftimated  two  ways :  firft,  From  the  accounts 
left  us  of  the  expences  he  made :  and,  fecondly, 
From  the  particular  mention  made  of  the  re 
venues  paid  in  to  him  annually, 

As  to  the  firft  of  thefe:  If  we  fuppofe  the 
expences  of  David's  and  Solomons  tables  to  have 
been  exactly  the  fame,  (which  moft  certainly 
they  were  not)  and  eftimate  only  the  furplus 
expences  of  Solomon,  in  his  buildings,  his  cities, 
his  houfes,  and  their  furniture,  his  women,  his 
horfes,  and  chariots,  (which  would  require  vo 
lumes  to  explain)  we  (hall  foon  be  fatisfied,  'to 
what  an  immenfe  fum  they  muft  amount  j  and 
confequently,  what  an  incredible  fum  David 
muft  have  faved  and  amaffed,  by  his  oeconomy, 
in  the  courfe  of  fo  many  years. 

IN  the  next  place:  his  tributes  may  be  efti 
mated  from  the  richnefs  and  extent  of  the  domi 
nions  fubjed  to  him;  Edom,  all  the  Jrabias, 
and  Syrias,  both  on  this,  and  the  other  fide  of 
Euphrates  f ,  and  the  Palejlme  coaft. 

THE  mines  of  Punon  or  Phinon^  in  Edom,  as 
thofc  of  Pakjiine,  hinted  at  by  Mofes,  Deut. 

*  It  is  indeed  laid,  2  Cbron.  viii.  3.  That  \at*went  to  Hamath- 
xobab,  and  prevailed  againft  it ;  but  this  I  take  to  be  rather  the 
recovery  of  a  revolted  city,  than  a  new  conqueft. 

-j-  2  Sam.  x.   1 6,   19. 
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xxxiii.    were  famed   even  to  the  days  of  the 
chriftian  martyrs,    condemned  to  them.     The 
Arabia^  Pliny  calls  the  richeft  nations  *.     And 
we  have  already   feen,  from  Diodorus  Siculus, 
that  Arabia  Felix  yielded  the  pureft  gold,  and 
in  the  grcateft  quantity.     And,  as  to  the  Syriasy 
their  riches  will  heft  be  eftimated  by  the  golden 
fliields  of  Hadadezers   army.     Here   then  are 
funds  enough  of  wealth,  fufficient  for  any  de 
mand.     And  yet  David  certainly  had  others,  as 
appears  from  the  accounts  of  Solomons  annual 
income,  found  in  i  Kings  x.  14,  if.  viz.    Six 
hundred  threescore  and  fix  talents  of  gold ^  bejtdcs 
that  he  had  of  the  merchant-men^  and  of  the  traffick 
of  the  fpice-merchants,  and  of  all  the  kings  of 
/Lrabia,  and  of  the  governors  of  the  country. 

THAT  David,  then,  had  fources  enough  for 
£11  the  treafurc  he  left  behind  him,  is,  I  think, 
out  of  all  doubt. 

IF  it  be  objeded,  That  this  expence  is  difpro- 
portioned  to  the  work  5  I  anfwer,  firlr,  That  no 
man  I  ever  met  with,  except  Vilalpandm^  (and 
fuch  as  think  after  him)  hath  ever  computed  the 
vaftnefs  of  the  work :  nor  will  any  man,  I  be 
lieve,  ever  conceive  a  right  idea  of  it,  who  doth 
not  carefully  confider  what  he  (and  Lami  alter 
him)  hath  faid  upon  that  fubjed.     In  the  mean 
time,  let  any  man  but  think  of  the  treafures  of 
fruit,  wood,  incenfe,  corn,  wine  and  oil,  (to 
omit  a  thoufand  other  things)  annually  depofitcd 
in  the  temples  and  the  vaft  number  of  prlejls^ 

:*//:< il>  :  :v  •-  OT  03  Tf^.rr:  .r^ho. 

*  Gentes  4itijjtm<et  lib.  vi.  cap.  28. 

Le- 
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Levites,  guards,  porters,  attendants,  and  officers 

of  all  kinds,  lodged  in  it and  I  am  fure  he 

will  not  think  all  Vilalpanduf*  cellarages  more 
than  fufficient  for  the  one  5  nor  all  his  apartments 
more  than  necefiary  for  the  other. 

IN  the  next  place:  We  are  not  to  imagine, 
that  all  the  ftone  and  wood,  hewn  for  that  fer- 
vice,  were  expended  upon  it  $  for  we  are  ex- 
prefly  told,  that  Solomon  made  cedars  to  be  in 
Jerufakm  as  the  jycomores,  that  are  in  the  vales, 
for  abundance.  And  we  may  be  well  allured, 
that  none  but  the  very  choice  of  both  kinds, 
were  ufed  in  the  temple.  And  thefe,  perhaps, 
were  not  more  than  one  half  of  the  whole. 

BUT  there  are  two  points  of  the  laft  impor 
tance,  towards  reconciling  and  determining  this 
controverfy,  which  none  of  the  critics^,  that  I 
have  met  with,  have  ever  confidered. 

THE  firft  is,  that,  in  all  their  computations  of 
expence,  no  allowance  hath  been  made  for  the 
precious  ftones,  with  which  the  infide  of  the 
temple  was  adorned  (fuch  as  diamonds,  rubies, 
&c.)  5  and  which,  if  they  then  bore  any  pro* 
portion  to  the  price  they  bear  now,  will  fuffici- 
ently  account  for  any  expence  that  can  well  be 
imagined.     And  therefore,  if  we  (hould  agree 
with   the  learned  Brerewood,   that  David  left 
treafure  enough  to  build  the  walls  of  the  body 
of  the  temple  of  folid  filver,  and  roof  it  with 
gold,   yet  when  we  confider  what  great  por 
tions  of  the  one,  and  immenfe  maffes  of  the 
other,  might  go  to  the  purchace  of  one  ftngle 
precious  ftone,  we  cannot  take  upon  us  to  pro 
nounce 
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nounce  any  fum  more  than  fufficient  for  fuch  an 
expence. 

THE  next  point,  of  great  importance  to  re 
concile  this  controverfy,  is,  That,  in  fad,  all 
the  treafure,  left  by  David,  was  not  expended 
upon  the  building  of  the  temple.  This  appears 
clearly,  from  the  feventh  chapter  of  the  firft 
book  of  Kings,  verfe  yi.  where  it  is  exprefly 
faid,  So  was  ended  all  the  <work  that  king  Solomon 
made  for  the  houfe  of  the  Lord:  and  Solomon 
brought  in  the  things  which  David  his  father  had 
dedicated-,  even  the  Jilver  and  the  gold,  and  the 
•veflels,  did  he  put  among  the  treafures  of  the  boufe 
of  the  Lord. 

I  THINK  it  plain,  that  when  David  is  faid 
to  have  prepared  for  the  houfe  of  the  LORD  an 
hundred  thoufand  talents  of  gold,  and  a  thou 
fand  thoufand  talents  of  filver,  &c.  the  whole 
of  his  treafure,  whether  in  coin,  or  otherwife, 
is  there  recounted:  and  that  there  remained  a 
furplufage  of  that  provifion,  to  be  depofited  in 
the  treafures  of  the  temple,  after  the  work  was 
finiflied,  is  evident  from  the  pafiage  laft  quoted* 
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. 
CHAP.     XX, 

hy^/j'  up  as  Heir  apparent  to  the 
'Throne,  and  afferts  his  Claim  to  it.. 
Upon  hearing  of  which^  DAVID  caufes 
Solomon  to  be  anointed  King* 

DAVID  was  now  far  advanced  in  years, 
and  the  infirmities  of  age  were  fallen 
heavy  upon  him.  The  ftrength  of  nature  was 
fo  far  abated  in  him,  that  cloaths  could  not 
keep  him  warm  in  his  bed.  His  phyficians 
therefore  advifed,  That  a  fair  and  youthful 
virgin  fhould  be  fought  for,  who  might  lie  in 
his  bofom,  and  cherifh  his  vital  heat  5  the  natural 
warmth  of  a  young,  healthful,  human  body> 
being  (as  phyficians  obferve)  beft  fitted  for  that 
end,  both  in  kind  and  degree. 

I  F  it  be  asked,  How  the  beauty  of  the  perfon 
to  be  employed  to  this  purpofe,  was  concerned 
in  David's  health?  I  anfwer,  That  the  beauty 
here  required  is,  evidently,  beauty  of  complexion : 
which,  as  it  indicates  the  health  and  tempera 
ment  of  the  body,  might  be  of  importance  in 
this  cafe.  Pollibly  too,  as  D&vid  was  very 
beautiful  himfclf,  they  fought  for  fome  perfon 
of  complexion  and  conftitution  likeft  to  his 
own  5  and  of  confequence  beft  fuited,  and  moft 
congenial  to  it.  And  therefore  the  cavillers  at 
this  part  of  David's  condud  are  as  far  from  being 
•able  naturalifts  in  this  refpedl,  as  they  arecafuifts 
ia  many  others.  And  I  will  be  bound  to  fay, 

that 
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that  if  David  had  taken  any  other  method  of 
recovering,  and  keeping  up,  the  vital  flame  $  by 
wine,  for  inftance,  high  diets,  and  cordials,  or 
any  other  imaginable  way,  they  would  have 
found  all  thofe  methods  at  leaft  as  exceptionable, 
as  this,  rfbifhag  the  Shunamite  was  found,  and 
thought  proper  for  this  purpofe;  and  was,  ac 
cordingly,  admitted  into  the  number  of  -David's 
wives,  but  not  known  by  him. 

CONCUBINAGE  was  not  then  deemed  crimi 
nal  :  and  it  will,  I  hope,  be  thought  no  very 
wild  paradox,  to  venture  to  furmife,  that  a 
modeft  man  can,  with  lefs  reludance,  fuffer  his 
infirmities  to  be  relieved  by  a  wife,  than  by  any 
other  mortal.  And  therefore  I  greatly  fear, 
that  thofe  gentlemen  who  quarrel  with  David 
upon  this  fcorc,  are  little  refined,  either  in  that 
virtue,  or  the  more  elegant  decencies  of  life. 

ADONIJAH,  David's  eldeft  fon  after  Abfa- 
km,  (but  by  another  wife)  beautiful  too,  and 
popular  like  him,  took  advantage  of  his  father's 
infirm  ftate;  aflumed  the  airs,  and  fet  up  the 
equipage,  of  heir  apparent  to  the  throne  :  He 
prepared  chariots  and  horfemen,  and  fifty  men  to 
run  before  him ;  and  gave  out  openly,  that  he 
would  be  king :  although  he  could  not  but 
know,  that  Solomon  was  defigned  for  that  dignity, 
both  by  David,  and  GOD  himfclf. 

DAVID  had  nobody  to  blame  but  hirftfelf, 
for  this  mifcondud  in  his  fon :  it  was  his  own 
exceffive  indulgence,  which  infpired  this  extra 
vagance  :  for  the  text  tells  us,  that  bis  father  had 
not  diffleajed  hiui  at  any  time^  in  Jay  ing,  Hftjy 

bajl 
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haft  thou  done  fo?  Strange  weaknefs  in  patents^ 
and  cruelty  to  their  children,  to  fuffer  them  to 
become  incorrigible  in  error,  or  inveterate  in 
vice,  rather  than  reftrain  and  check  them,  whilft 
correction  is  kindnefs ! 

ADONIJAH  had  gained  two  very  cdnfiderable 
men  to  his  party ,  Joaby  the  captain  of  the  hoft, 
and  Abiathar  the  prieft :  and,  when  things  were 
fuffictcntly  prepared,  fummoned  his  partizans  to 
a  great  entertainment,  ( poffibly  under  the  pre 
tence  of  a  facrifice )  near  the  ftone  Zoheletb,  by 
the  famed  fountain  of  En-rogel,  not  far  from 
Jerufalem:  where,  in  the  midft  of  their  fcftivity 
and  mirth,  they  fcfupled  not  to  treat  him  as 
their  king.  But  Nathan  the  prophet  was  fteady 
to  the  appointments  of  Providence,  pronounced 
by  his  own  mouth ;  and  accordingly  informed 
Bathjheba  of  the  defign  carried  on  againft  her 
fon  5  advifing  her  to  lofe  no  time  in  acquainting 
the  king  of  it,  in  order  to  prevent  it ;  and  let 
ting  her  know,  that  he  himfelf  would  quickly 
fecond  and  fupport  her  upon  that  head.  Bath 
jheba  obeyed  the  kind  monition,  waited  upon 
the  king  in  the  inftant,  and  put  him  in  mind  of 
his  promife  to  her,  confirmed  by  a  folemn  oath* 
that  Solomon,  her  fon,  fhould  reign  after  him; 
whereas  in  reality  Adonijab  then  reigned,  al 
though  his  majefty  knew  nothing  of  it  $  and 
was,  at  that  moment,  openly  entertaining  his 
adherents  at  a  great  feaft,  with  Joab  and  Abia- 

thar  at  their  head adding,  that  the  eyes  of 

all  Ifrael  were  then  upon  his  majefty,  to  know 
whom  he  would  appoint  to  fucceed  him  in  his 

throne, 
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throne.  Which  if  he  fhould  fail  to  do,  It  Jhall 
come  to  pafs,  ( fays  fhe )  when  my  lord  the  king 
Jhall  Jleep  'with  his  fathers,  that:  /,  and  my  fon 
Solomon,  fliall  be  counted  offenders.  Whilft  fhe 
fpakc,  Nathan  came  in  to  the  king  5  and,  doing 
obeifance,  asked,  If  he  had  appointed  Adonijah 
his  fucceflbr,  without  acquainting  him  with  his 
purpofe?  And  then  proceeded  to  inform  him  of 
the  meafures  taken  by  Adonijah,  to  raife  himfelf 
to  the  throne. 

WHEN  Nathan  came  into  the  king's  pre- 
fence,  Bathjheba  retired  :  as,  Pliny  tells  us,  Ctf- 
cllim  Rufuss  wife  did,  upon  the  ad  million  of 
any  intimate  friend  to  her  husband,  although 
well  fitted  to  fhare  in  all  his  fecrcts. 

A  s  foon  as  Nathan  had  done  fpeaking,  Da- 
via*,  without  making  him  any  anfwer,  iname- 
diately  ordered  Bathjheba  to  be  called  in  to  him 
again.  He  was  impatient  to  remove  her  dif- 
quict,  and  give  her  intire  fatisfadion  in  her  com 
plaint;  and  therefore,  as  foon  as  ever  Ihe  ap 
peared,  inftantly  renewed  his  oath  to  her,  that 
as  he  had  folcmnly  fworn,  that  Solomon  Ihould 
fit  upon  his  throne,  he  would  perform  his  pro- 
mife  to  her  that  very  day.  Upon  the  hearing  of 
which,  Bathjkeba  ( faith  the  facred  writer)  bowed 
with  her  jace  to  the  earth,  and  did  reverence  to 
the  king,  and  faid,  Let  my  lord  king  David  live 
for  ever. 

NATHAN  had  now  retired  from  the  king's 
presence,  upon  B&tk/he&a's  approach,  as  fhe  had 
done  before,  upon  his;  but  was  quickly  called 
back  again,  with  Zadok  the  prieft,  and  Benaiah 

VOL,  II.  U  the 
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the  fon  of  Jeboiada,  captain  of  the  Cherethitet 
and  Pelethites,  whom  David  commanded  to 
take  Solomon  his  fon,  and  fet  him  upon  his  own 
mule,  and  attend  him  with  his  own  life-guard, 
and  condud  him  to  Gibon-,  where  Zadok  the 
prieft,  and  Nathan  the  prophet,  ihould  anoint 
him  king  over  Ifrael,  and  then  proclaim  him 
king  by  found  of  trumpet :  after  which  they 
were  to  return  to  Jenijalem,  and  place  him 
upon  the  throne.  , 

To  this  command  Benaiah  anfwered,  Amen\ 
and  added  a  prayer,  That  GOD  would  ratify  his 
choice,  fupport  Solomon  as  he  did  David,  and 
exalt  his  throne  above  the  throne  of  David. 

ACCORDINGLY  Solomon  was  immediately 
mounted  upon  David's  mule,  and  attended  by 
Zadok  and  Nathan,  the  Cheretbites  and  Pele- 
thites,  and  other  officers  of  the  king,  to  Gihon; 
and  there  anointed  king,  with  the  facred  oil  de- 
pofited  in  the  tabernacle.  And  they  blew  the 
trumpet,,  and  all  the  people  fiiouted  out,  God 
Jdve  king  Solomon  !  And  all  the  -people  ( fays  the 
text)  came  up  after  him,  and  the  people  piped 
•with  pipes,  and  rejoiced  with  great  joy,  Jo  that  the. 
earth  rent  with  the  found  of  them. 

THE  noife  of  this  rejoicing  reached  Ado.- 
nijab,  and  his  guefts,  towards  the  dole  of  their 
entertainment :  and  Joab,  upon  hearing  the 
found  of  the  trumpet,  cried  out,  Wherefore  is 
this  noife  of  the  city  being  in  an  uproar?  And,  as 
he  asked  the  queftion,  Jonathan  the  fon  of 
Abiathar  the  pricft  came,  in  the  inftant,  with 
the  unwelcome  news  of  David's  having  made 
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Solomon  king,  with  the  circumftances  already  re 
lated  ;  and  added,  that  he  was  then  actually  upon 
the  throne,  receiving  the  compliments  and  con 
gratulations  of  Ifrael:  moreover,  that  David's 
fcrvants  had  alfo  congratulated  him  upon  that 
occafion;  befeeching  GOD,  that  he  would  make 
the  name  of  Solomon  better  than  his  name,'  and 
the  throne  of  Solomon  greater  than  his  throne  : 
upon  the  hearing  of  which,  David  bowed  him- 
ielf  upon  the  bed,  in  prayer  and  thankfgiving  to 
GOD,  who  had  given  him  a  fon,  to  fit  upon  his 
throne,  under  the  fingular  fatisfadion  of  being 
himfelf  witnefs  to  the  honour  and  bounty  be- 
flowed  upon  him. 

UPON  hearing  this  furprifing  relation,  Ado- 
nijah,  and  his  guefts,  (truck  with  terror,  (for 
nothing  is  more  cowardly  or  confufed,  than  an 
anticipated  rebel)  quickly  difperfed.  Adonijah^ 
confcious  of  his  crime,  fled  to  the  altar,  and  the 
reft  to  their  feveral  houfes. 

NEWS  was  quickly  brought  to  Solomon^  That 
Adonijah  had  laid  hold  on  the  horns  of  the  altar, 
and  would  not  ftir  thence,  till  Solomon  fhould 
fwear  to  fpare  his  life :  upon  hearing  of  which, 
Solomon  immediately  declared,  That  if  he  be 
haved  himfelf,  for  the  future,  as  a  worthy  man, 
an  hair  of  his  head  fhouldnot  be  touched  5  but,  if 
vvickednefs  were  found  in  him,  he  fhould  die. 

UPON  this  aflurance,  Adonijah  waited  upon 
the  king,  and  fubmitted  himfelf  to  him  :  and 
Solomon  lent  him  to  his  own  houfe  in  peace. 


U  2  CHAP, 
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C  H  A  P.     XXI. 

A  Jhort  Digrefliony  being  an  Effaj  upon 
the  Character  of  Bathfheba. 

UPON  perufing  the  hiftory  of  David's  fall, 
I  found  almoft  every  commentator  I  met 
-with,  fevere  upon  the  character  tfBathJheba: 
fome  treating  her  (at  lead  in  their  infinuations) 
as  a  light  and  lewd  woman,  others,  as  fwaycd 
by  ambition  in  her  commerce  with  David;  and 
all,  as  an  hypocrite,  in  mourning  for  her  huf- 
band. 

O  N  the  other  hand,  I  found  her,  after  this,, 
the  wife  of  a  great  and.  wife  king  ;  the  mother 
of  a  great  and  wife  king ;  and  remotely  the 
mother  even  of  the  MESSIAH.  Upon  further 
inquiry  >  I  found  her  honoured  by  that  great  and 
wife  king,  her  husband,  with  the  fureft  marks 
of  true  friendfliip  and  efteem,  in  the  decline  of 
life,  when  paffion  could  make  no  part  of  their 
commerce.  I  found  her  honoured,  in  a  very 
diftinguifhed  manner,  by  that  great  and  wife 
king  her  fon  *,  when  he  was  in  full  pofieffioa 
of  the  fupreme  power ;  and  consequently  when 
no  fufpicion  of  intereft  could  abate  the  merit  of 
his  duty  f.  I  found  that  father  commanding  his 

foil 

*  I  Kings  ii.  19.  And  the  king  rofe  up  to  meet  her,  and  bonved 
himfelf  unto  her,  and  fat  down  on  bis  throne,  and  caufed  a  feat  to 
be  fet  for  the  king's  mother  ;  and  Jhe  fat  on  his  right-hand. 

f  If  it  be  urged,  that  Solomon's  fubfequent  behaviour  to  his 
mother,  in  relation  to  her  petition  in  favour  of  Adonijab,  is  not 
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fon  to  lift  en  to  the  wife  and  falutary  monitions 
of  his  mother  :  and  I  found  precepts,  faid  to  be 
of  that  mother,  and  recorded  by  that  fon,  per- 
feftly  tallying  with  thofc  monitions.  And  from 
thence  I  concluded,  as  all  ancient  critics,  and 
moft  moderns  have  done,  that  the  mother  of 
Lemuel  was  Eathjheba.  Is  it  poflible,  I  then 
meditated  with  myfelf,  that  fuch  a  father,  and 
fuch  a  fon,  could  be  deceived  in  the  chara&er  of 
that  woman,  for  a  courfe  of  years?  Or,  if  they 
were,  could  the  eye  of  Providence  miftake  her  > 

I  THEN  revolved  her  hiftory  from  the  begin 
ning,  with  the  utmoft  care  and  exadnefs  I  was 
capable  of 5  and  ferioufly  acknowlege,  (it  may 
be,  to  the  fhame  of  my  fagacity )  that  I  never 
could  find  any  thing  in  it,  on  which  to  ground 
the  lead  cenfure  or  fufpicion  of  levity  or  lewd- 
nefs,  of  hypocrify  or  ambition. 

IT  was  not  her  fault,  that  Ihe  was  fair 5  it 
was  no  crime,  in  an  hot  clime,  and  in  the  clofe 
of  the  day,  to  bathe  herfelf,  for  coolnefs  and 
cleanlinefs,  if  not  for  legal  pollutions.  Suppofe 
ihe  did  this  in  her  garden,  ( which  I  verily  be 
lieve  fhe  did  not)  the  hiftory  of  Sufanna,  a  lady 
jao  way  blemifhed  in  her  character  of  chaftity, 
fhews  this  pradti.ee  not  uncuftomary  in  that 
country,  nor  any  way  accounted  criminal.  Doth 
it  appear,  that  fhe  was  feduced  by  inordinate 

jefpe&ful  ;  I  anfwer,  'by  owning,  that  he  there  breaks  .out  into 
a  paffion,  which  neither  became  him  as  a  king,  or  as  a  fon  :  but 
it  muft  at  the  fame  time  be  admitted,  that  this  paffion  was  fubfe- 
quent  to  a  treatment  of  his  mother  full  of  diftinguifhed  refpe&and 
efteem. 

U  3  appe- 
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appetite,  or  by  any  views  of  ambition,  to  violate 
her  duty  to  GOD,  and  her  husband  ?  Not  in  the 
lead.  Had  thefe  been  her  incitements,  quite 
other  meafures  had  been  taken ;  the  intercourfe 
had  then  been  tranfaded  in  fecrecy,  and  by  a 
fingle  mcirenger.  The  truth  is,  David's  pat 
fions  were  too  unruly  to  brook  delay  :  the  text 
tells  us,  he  Jent  mej/engers,  and  took  *  her  ( there 
was  no  time  allowed  either  for  temptations  or 
terms);  and  had  criminal  commerce  with  her. 
More  than  this,  we  know  not  j  but  thatyfo  fan- 
tfified  herjelf  Jrom  her  pollution,  and  returned  to 

her  houfe In  the  original  it  is,  And  foe  fantti* 

fying  herfelf,  &c.  And  it  is  remarkable,  that 
this  action  is  cxpreffed  in  a  form  of  conjugation, 
which  implies  diligence  and  folicitude.  Now, 
fuppofe  this  word  to  ilgnify  no  more  than  her 
care  and  anxiety  to  be  purified  from  the  legal 
pollution  of  her  commerce  with  David,  is  there 
no  prefumption  of  religious  impreilions,  of  a 
lenfe  and  abhorrence  of  guilt,  in  that  folicitude? 
Confidering  it  merely  as  a  ceremonial,  David 
was  bound  to  it,  as  well  as  (he :  Why  then  are 
the  Scriptures  filent  upon  this  head,  with  regard 
to  him?  Certainly  they  would  not,  if  he  had 
expreffed  the  fame  folicitude.  The  reader  will 
make  his  own  inferences. 

I  T  is  evident  enough,  that  David's  paffion 
was  not  indulged  to  fatiety,  nor  followed  with 
averfion ;  he  forced  her  not  from  him,  as  Am- 
non  did  Tamar.  Had  plcafure  or  ambition  been 

A  word  that  fometirrses  implies  force,  in  the  Scriptures,  and 
tys  an  incapacity  of  refinance  in  the  thing  taken. 
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her  purpofc,  fhe  could  not  have  wanted  pre 
tences,  lufliciently  plaufible,  for  continuing  it, 
longer  5  perhaps  for  going  no  more  to  her  own 
houfe. 

WHAT  followed  next?  Bathfieba found her- 
felf  pregnant :  Did  fhe  take  that  occafion  to 
tempt  David  anew  to  continue  or  repeat  the 
criminal  commerce  ?  ( Did  ever  a  fairer  occafion 
oifcr?)  Quite  otherwife ;  ifae  feems  carefully  to 
have  kept  out  of  his  fight ;  and  only  fcnt  to  let 
him  know  her  condition:  Could  modefty  do 
more  ?  For  my  own  part,  I  fee  not  the  lead  traces 
of  levity  or  lewdnefs  in  this  conduft :  I  imagine 
I  fee  in  it  the  fore  marks  of  injured  and  diftrefied 
innocence, 

AND  here  let  me  be  allowed  to  obferve,  that 
this  conduft  in  David  and  Bathfoeba  is  perhaps 
as  ftrong  an  inftancc  of  refined  virtue  as  ever 
was  known :  A  man  feduced  by  too  ftrong  a 
temptation  to  one  adt  of  guilt,  and  from  that 
moment  religioufly  abftaining  from  one  repeti 
tion  of  it  (the  liking  and  the  defire  (till  conti 
nuing);  nay,  when  he  knew  it  could  not  be 
aggravated,  with  regard  to  Uriah ;  when  he 
knew,  that  Batbjbtba  was  with  child!  Would 
to  GOD,  that  all  or  any  of  thofe,  who  infult 
David's  fall,  could  glory  in  any  thing  like  this 
abftincnce  and  felf-denial!  For  my  own  part,  I 
own,  I  have  no  idea  of  any  thing  more  refined 
in  religion,  or  more  heroic  in  virtue.  To  be 
above  the  reach  of  temptation,  is  to  be  more 
than  the  fons  of  Adam\  but  religioufly  and 

U  4  fteadily 
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fteadily  to  abftain  from  every  occafion  of  it,  is 
the  fureft  character  of  the  fons  of  GOD. 

IT  mud  be  owned,  there  is  fomething  very 
furprifing  in  Uriah's  never  once  feeing  his  wife, 
when  David  fent  for  him  to  court.  But,  as  the 
facred  writers  fhew  this  only  in  the  light  of  an 
heroic  refolution  in  him,  I  fhall  not  take  upon 
me  to  contemplate  upon  it  in  any  other  but  this, 
That  the  hand  of  GOD  was  evidently  in  it,  in 
order  to  bring  David's  fecret  guilt  to  public  in 
famy,  for  reafonsbeft  known  to  infmiteWifdom. 
All  that  I  have  more  to  add,  is  only  to  obferve, 
that,  if  Eathfheba  was  innocent,  (as  I  verily  be 
lieve  fhe  was)  the  providence  of  GOD  was  fingu- 
larly  gracious  to  her,  in  guarding  her  from  the 
diftrefs  of  fuch  an  interview. 

IT  is,  I  think,  agreed  on  all  hands,  that  Bath- 
fieba  had  no  fhare  in  her  husband's  murder,  nor 
was  in  any  degree  privy  to  it,  fhe  probably 
thought  he  fell  by  the  common  fate  of  war: 
and  therefore,  when  the  Scriptures  inform  me, 
that  fhe  mourned  for  him  upon  the  news  of  his 
death,  I  cannot  refine  fo  far,  as  to  pronounce 
fhe  did  not  do  fo,  ferioufly  and  fincerely, 
Uriah  was  a  brave  man  5  and  if  he  behaved  hinv 
felf  with  the  fame  honour  and  fidelity  to  his. 
wife,  as  he  did  to  his  prince,  his  country,  and 
his  religion,  (and  furely  the  prefumption,  that 
he  did,  is  ftrong  in  his  favour)  he  was  well  in- 
titled  to  her  higheft  efteem.  To  injure,  or  do 
indignity  to,  fuch  a  man,  even  by  force,  were 
niattcr  of  fufficicnt  concern  to  a  generous  and 
an  upright  fpirits  and  to  reflect  upon  having 

done 
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done  it,   unforgiven,  the  greateft  aggravation 
of  diftrefs. 

WHEN  the  time  of  her  mourning  was  over, 
David  took  her  to  his  houfe,  and  Jhe  became  bis 
-wife:  had  he  deemed  her  a  light,  or  a  libertine 
woman,  he  would,  in  all  probability,  not  have 
placed  her  in  the  palace  5  or  placed  her  there 
under  a  lower  character.  Nor  can  I  imagine 
why  he  fhould  diilinguifh  her  in  this  manner, 
unlefs  from  a  principle  of  repairing,  to  the  ut- 
moftof  his  power,  the  injury  he  had  done  her. 
And  it  is  remarkable,  that  there  is  no  mention 
made  of  any  other  wife  taken  by  David  after 
this  (except  Abijhag,  who  was  not  taken  to  any 
of  the  purpofcs  of  marriage)  5  nor  does  it  at  all 
appear  from  the  Scriptures,  that  he  had  any  other 
child,  by  any  other  woman,  after  this  *. 

To  all  this  may  be  added, That,  when  GOD 
fent  Nathan  to  rebuke  David  for  his  guilt,  there 
was  no  (hare  of  the  guilt  charged  upon  Bathfheba. 
Now  we  learn  from  the  hiftory  of  Abab  and 
'Jezebel,  that  when  two  perfons  fhared  in  the 
fame  guilt,  and  GOD  fcnt  his  prophets  to  rebuke 
it,  it  was  not  the  way  of  thofe  prophets  to  re 
prove  one  criminal,  and  leave  the  other  uncen- 
fured.  Jezebel,  who  contrived  the  murder  of 
Naboth,  had  indeed  the  moft  fignal  fhare  in  the 
judgments  of  GOD  denounced  againft  it 5  but 

*  It  :s  indeed  faid,  1  Chron.  iii.  5.  Tbefe  four  by  Batb-Jhua,  the 
daughter  of  Ammiel.  Then  immediately  follows,  Iblar  alfot  &c. 
without  mention  of  any  other  mother.  Why  then  might  not  thefc 
be  by  the  fame  ? 

Ahab, 
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,  who  concurred  *  in  it,  had  alfo  his  (hare 
to  the  full.  Now  Nathan  was  fo  far  from  cen- 
furing  Eathfheba^  that  he  places  her  rather  in  a 
light  of  innocence :  and  indeed  what  can  be  an 
apter  emblem  of  innocence,  than  a  little  lamb? 
And,  for  my  own  part,  I  (hall  not  pretend  to  fee 
more  clearly  into  this  affair  than  Nathan  did. 

BUT  what  completes  the  character  o£  Bath- 
jheba^  is  her  own  advice  to  her  fon,  and  his  en 
comium  upon  her  (Prov.  xxxi.) :  the  firft  {hews 
her  a  wife  woman  5  and  the  fecond,  an  excellent 
wife,  in  every  circumftance  of  that  character  f. 
Solomon  tells  us,  in  the  fourth  chapter  of  his 
Proverbs,  at  the  third  verfe,  that  he  was  tender 
and  only  beloved  in  the  fight  of  his  mother:  and 
the  beginning  of  the  ledure  to  Lemuel,  in  this 
chapter,  (Prov.xxxi.  2.)  where  his  mother  breaks 

*    I  Kings  xx  i. 

-f-  I  know  fome  modern  critics  have,  contrary  to  the  unanimous 
judgment  and  tradition  of  all  antiquity,  raifed  fome  fcruples  upon 
this  head ;  as  if  Lemuel  were  not  Solomon,  but  fome  other  king, 
they  know  not  who.  I  have  examined  them,  with  all  the  care 
and  candour  I  am  capable  of;  and  conclude  upon  the  whole,  that 
their  objections  were  fuch,  as  my  readers  of  beft  underftanding 

would  be  little  obliged  to  me,  either  for  retailing  or  refuting I 

mall  barely  mention  that  of  greateft  weight :  it  is  thus;  That  his 
mother,  thrice  in  this  chapter,  when  fhe  calls  him  her  fon,  makes  ufe 
of  the  word  bar,  to  exprefs  it  by ;  a  word  no-where  ufed  through 
out  the  whole  Old  Teftament,  except  in  the  fecond  Pfalm  at  the 

twelfth  verfe.  This  then  is  the  itrength  of  the  objection That 

Solomon  cannot  be  Lemuel,  becaufe  LetnueFs  mother  calls  him  fon, 
by  a  word  which  no  facred  writer  ever  made  ufe  of  before,  except 
Solomons  father,  upon  a  like  occafion.  Betides,  the  very  narne 
fufficiently  {hews  Lemuels®  be  Solomon,  for  Lemuel fignifies  be 
longing  to  GyJ:  And  to  whom  can  this  poffibly  be  applied  fo  pro 
perly  as  to  Solomon,  to  whom  G  o  D  exprefly  declared  he  would  be 
a  father  ?  2  Cam.  vii,  14. 

out, 
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out,   at  once,  into   fuch  exccfs  of  tendernefs, 

Wbaty  my  Jon? the  Jon  of  my  womb? the  Jon 

of  my  vows?-' —  is,  to  me,  a  fine  comment  upon 
that  pafTage. 

DAVID  had  admonifhed  his  Ton  (Prov.  vi. 
2.0,  &c.)  *  to  keep  the  commandmejit  of  his  father ; 
and  not  for  fake  the  law  of  his  mother,  &c.  For 
(ver.  23.)  the  commandment  (fays  he)  is  a  /amp, 
and  tht  law  is  light  ^  and  reproofs  of  injlruftion 
are  the  ways  of  Ufe^  to  keep  thee  from  the  evil 

woman And  can  there  be  a  greater  uniformity 

than  betwixt  that  monition,  and  this.  Give  not 
thy  Jirength  unto  women,  ?2or  thy  ways  to  that 
which  deflroyeth  kings?  And  may  not  the  re 
proofs,  that  follow,  juftly  be  intitled  reproofs  of 
inftrudjon } 

WHEN  thefe  reproofs  of  mftmttion  are  recited, 
then  follows  a  poem  inpraife  of  an  accompUfhed 
woman :  and  furely  nothing  can  be  more  natural 
than  the  judgments  of  the  bell  critics  upon  it; 
that  Lemuel  here  characterizes  his  mother,  in  a 
poem  written  in  honour  of  her :  and  if,  this  mo 
ther  be  Eathjheba^  as  I  think  there  is  little  doubt 
but  it  is,  then  is  her  conduct  to  Uriah  fully  jufti- 
fied,  in  thefe  words:  The  heart  of  her  husband 
doth  fafely  truft  in  her,  Jo  that  he  fhall  have  no 
need  of  fpoil.  This  feems  to  me,  peculiarly  to 
characterize  the  prudent  and  faithful  wife  of  a 

*  As  critics  have  confidered  the  firft  nine  chapters  of  the  Pro- 
lerbs,  only  as  a  preface  to  what  is  properly  called  the  book  of  Pro 
verbs,  the  attentive  reader  will  find  all  the  precepts,  from  the  be 
ginning  of  the  fourth  chapter  to  the  end  of  the  ninth,  to  be  only 
recitals  of  Dfi-Tji<fs  inilru&ions  to  his  fon  Solomon. 
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generous  foldier:  the  husband  of  fuch  a  wife 
was  under  no  neceflity  of  enriching  himfelf  by 
the  vices  of  his  profeffion ;  her  frugal  and  pru 
dent  management  of  his  affairs  would  undoubt 
edly  do  it :  and  who  knows  but  this  reflection 
might  have  been  added  to  wipe  off  fome  afper- 
iions  caft  upon  Bathjheba?  especially  when  we 
confider  the  words  that  immediately  follow, 
which  acquit  her  of  any  mare  in  the  guilt  of  his 
death :  She  will  do  him  good>  and  not  evil>  all  the 
days  of  his  life. 

IF  thefe  reafonings  be  right,  (and  I  am  greatly 
deceived,  if  they  be  not)  then  I  think,  far  from 
vilifying  the  character  ofBatbfheba,  her  fon  may 
be  fairly  juftified,  in  concluding  of  her,  as  he 
docs,  ver.  29,  &c.  Many  daughters  have  done 
*virtuoujly>  but  thou  excelleft  them  all.  Favour  is 
deceit fuly  and  beauty  vain ;  but  a  woman  that 
feareth  the  Lor d^  Jhe  Jfoall  be  praifed :  give  her  of 
the  fruit  of  her  hands ,  and  let  her  own  works  praife 
ber  in  the  gates. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.     XXII. 

DAVID  calls  an  dffembly  of  his  People, 
in  which  Solomon'.?  Election  to  the 
Throne  is  confirmed.  His  Speech,  and 
7hankfgiving  to  GOD,  upon  that  Occa- 
fion.  His  loft  InftruEiwns  to  his  Son 
Solomon. 

WHETHER  Davits  rcfcntmcnt  at  Ado 
rn  j  ah*  s  late  attempt  upon  the  crown,  or 
the  joy  conceived  by  him  at  feeing  his  foil  Solo 
mon  feated  upon  the  throne,  and  GOD'S  promifes 
to  him,  and  his  own  to  Bathjheba,  fo  happily 
fulfilled,  roufed  him  from  his  languor,  and  gave 
a  new  fpring  to  his  blood,  or  whether  his  dif- 
order  was  one  of  thofe  loads,  under  which  lan 
guid  nature  fometimes  labours,  until,  aided  by 
exterior  vital  warmth,  it  is  enabled  to  throw  it 
off  ( inftanccs  of  which  are  well  known  in  the 
world,  and  famed  in  hiftory)  5  we  cannot  fay :  we 
are  only  informed  thus  far  5  That  he  recovered 
his  ftrength  and  fpirits  to  fuch  a  degree,  before 
he  died,  as  to  be  able  to  call  an  aflembly  of  his 
people,  and  get  his  election  of  Solomon  to  the 
throne  confirmed  in  it. 

THIS  aflembly  was  compofed  of  all  orders 

and  degrees  of  men  of  eminence  in  the  nation, 

both  civil  and  military :  David  (faith  the  text) 

affembled  all  the  princes  of  Ifrael,  the  princes,  of 

2  the 
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the  tribes,  and  the  captains  of  the  companies  that 
miniftered  to  the  king  by  courje,  and  the  captain's 
over  the  thoujands,  and  the  captains  our  the  hun 
dreds^  and  the  Jlewards  over  all  the  fubftance  and 
pofleffion  of  the  king,  and  of  his  Jons,  with  the 
officers,  and  with  the  mighty  men,  and  with  all  the 
valiant  men,  into  Jeru/alem. 

WHEN  they  were  convened,  David  addrcflcd 
himfelf  to  them  in  a  fpcech,  the  moft  natural 
and  unlaboured  of  any  I  have  ever  met  with  > 
but  at  the  fame  time,  as  every  fentcnce  in  it 
flows  clearly  from  the  fulnefs  of  his  heart,  every 
thing  he  fays  affects  and  interefts  the  hearer,  and 
carries  him  directly  into  all  the  fpeaker's  views. 

To  do  jufticc  to  this  oration,  I  (hould  tran- 
fcribc  it  intires  but  I  chofe  rather  to  feled  fome 
few  paffages  from  it,  that  fo,  by  raifmg  the  un- 
fcrlptural  reader's  curiofity,  I  may  fend  him  with 
more  eogernefs  to  the  original. 

IT  is  probable,  that  the  king  had  a  throne 
erected  in  the  aflembly,  and  that  he  and  his  fon 
fat  together  upon  it :  although  the  facred  hifto- 
rian  informs  us  no  further,  than  that  David  the 

king  /lood  up  upon  his  feet,  and  J aid Hear  mey 

my  brethren,  and  my  people. 

WHEN  he  had  thus  engaged  their  attention, 
by  thefe  kind  compellations;  he  proceeds  to  tell 
them,  That  he  had  it  in  his  heart  to  build  an 
lioufc  of  reft  for  the  Ark  of  the  covenant  of  the 
LORD,  and  for  a  foot-itool  for  his  and  their 
GOD;  and  had  made  preparations  accordingly; 
but  was  exprefly  prohibited  by  G  o  D  to  proceed 
in  the  work,  (bccaufc  he  had  been  a  man 

of 


B.  4.    the  Life  of  King  DAVID.         303 

of  war,  and  had  fhed  blood)  who  had  chofen 
his  ion  Solomon  to  carry  it  on,  and  complete  it; 
with  folemn  afiiirances  of  eftablifhing  his  throne, 
if  he  continued  in  his  duty  and  obedience.  And, 
forafmuch  as  the  happinefs  of  his  people  was 
nearly  interefted  in  his  eftablilhment,  he  pro 
ceeds  to  apply  himfelf  to  them  in  the  following 
manner : 

Now  therefore,  in  the  fight  of  all  Ifrael,  the 
congregation  of  the  Lord,  and  in  the  audience  of 
our  God,  keep,  andfeekfor,  all  the  commandment* 
of  the  Lord  your  God;  that  ye  may  pojffefs  this  good 
]and,  and  leave  it  for  an  inheritance  to  your  chil 
dren  after  you,  for  ever. 

THEN  turning  to  his  fon,  with  a  noble  apo- 

ftrophe And  thou,  Solomon  my  Jon,  know  thou 

the  God  of  thy  father,  and  ferve  him  with  a  per 
fect  heart,  and  'with  a  willing  mind :  for  the  Lord 
fearcheth   all  hearts,    and  underflandeth  all  the 
imaginations  of  the  thoughts:  if  thou  feek  himy  he 
will  be  found  of  thee  ^  but  if  thoujorfake  himy  he 
will  c  aft  thee  off  for  ever,     'fake  heed  now:  for 
the  Lord  hath  chofen  thee  to  build  an  houfefor  the 
JancJuary :  be  jlrong,  and  do  it. 

How  ftrongly  does  he  urge  the  obligations 
that  lay  upon  him,  to  profccute  the  work  with 
all  poilible  attention  and  application,  from  the 
diftinguiihed  honour  done  him  by  Almighty 
GOD,  by  his  .fpecial  defignation  of  him  to  that 
noble  office ! 

THEN  David  gave  Solomon  the  plan  of  the 
whole  work,  with  all  its  courts,  treafuries,  and 
apartments,  all  which  he  had  by  the  Spirit ; 

with 
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with  a  complete  fcheme  of  the  whole  temple- 
fervice  5  courfes  of  the  priefts,  Levites,  officers, 
and  attendants  of  all  kinds  ;  with  exad  patterns 
of  all  inftruments,  veffels,  and  utenfils,  for  every 
kind  of  fervice  5  together  with  fufficient  quan 
tities  of  the  feveral  metals,  of  which  they  were 
to  be  formed  5  gold  by  weight,  for  things  of 
gold ;  and  filver,  for  things  of  ftlvcr. 

THIS  done,  David  again  exhorts  his  foil  to 
refolution  and  vigour,  in  carrying  on  the  work  $ 
and  affures  him  of  the  affiftance  both  of  the 
people  and  princes  towards  it. 

THEN  turning  to  his  people,  he  tells  them, 
That  Solomon  his  fon,   whom  alone  GOD  had 
chofen  for  this  mighty  undertaking,  was  young 
and  tender,  and  the  work  great  5  for  the  palace 
was  not  for  man,  but  the  LORD  GOD:  That,  as 
for  himfelf,  he  had  made  the  bed  preparations 
he  could  for  it  5  gold  and  filver,  brafs  and  iron, 
and  wood,  and  precious  (tones  of  all  kinds  and 
colours :  moreover,  becaufe  he  had  fet  his  affe- 
ftions  upon  the  houfe  of  his  GOD,  he  had,  over 
and  above  all  his  other  preparations,  provided, 
of  his  own  proper  goods,  three  thoufand  talents 
of  pure  gold  ofOphir,  and  feven  thoufand  talents 
of  refined  filver •,  to  overlay  the  walls  of  the  houfes. 
And  when  he  had  faid  this,  he  put  the  queftiou 
directly  to  them,  and  asked,  Who  amongft  them 
was  wiling  to  con  jeer  ate  his  fervice  that  day  unto 
the  Lord?     Upon  which,  the  chief  men  of  the 
aflembly  contributed  chearfully  to  the  work; 
and    made   up,    amongft  them,    five  thoufand 
talents  of  gold,  and  ten  thoufand  drachms  >  and 

of 
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of  filver,  ten  thoufand  talents;  and  of  brafs, 
eighteen  thoufand  talents;  and  one  hundred 
thoufand  talents  of  iron :  to  which  were  added 
precious  (tones  of  various  kinds,  by  ail  fuch  as 
had  them.  Then  (faith  the  facred  hiftorian)  the 
people  rejoiced-,  for  they  offered  willingly  to  the 
Lord:  and  David  the  king  alfo  rejoiced  with  great 
joy.  Wherefore  David  bleffed  the  Lord  before  all 
the  congregation :  and  David  J aid,  Bleffed  be  thou, 
Lord  God  ofjfrael  our  father ;  for  ever  and  ever. 

Thine,  O  Lord,  is  the  greatnefs,  and  the  power, 
and  the  glory,  and  the  viSiory,  and  the  majefty  ! 
For  all  that  is  in  the  heaven,  and  in  the  earth,  is 
thine.  Thine  is  the  kingdom,  O  Lord,  and  thou 
art  exalted  as  Head  above  all. 

Both  riches  and  honour  come  of  thee,  and  thou 

reignejt  over  all And  in  thine  hand  it  is,  to 

make  great,  and  to  give  Jlrength  unto  all 

Now  therefore,  our  God,  we  thank  thee,  and 
praife  thy  glorious  Name. 

But  who  am  /,  and  what  is  my  people,  that  we 
Jhould  be  able  to  offer  fo  willingly  after  this  fort? 
for  all  things  come  of  thee,  and  of  thine  own  have 
iv e  given  thee.  For  we  are  flrangers  before  thee, 
andjcjourners,  as  were  all  our  fathers  :  our  days 
en  the  earth  are  as  a  fiadow,  and  there  is  none 
abiding. 

0  Lord  our  God,  all  this  /lore,  that  we  have 
prepared  to  build  thee  an   houfe  for  thine  holy 
Name,  cometh  of  thine  own  hand,  and  is  all  thine 

cwn. 

1  know  alfo,  my  God,  that  thou  triejl  the  heart, 
and  haft  pleafure  in  uprightnejs. 

VOL.  II. '  X  A* 
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As  for  tne^  in  the  uprighfnefs  of  mine  heart,  I 
have  'willingly  offered  all  thefe  things :  and  now 
have  Ifeen  with  joy  thy  people,  which  are  prefent 
here,  to  offer  willingly  unto  thee. 

0  Lord  God  of  Abraham,  Ifaac,  and  Ifrael, 
our  fathers,  keep  this  for  ever  in  the  imagination 
ef  the  thoughts  of  the  heart  of  thy  people,  and  pre 
pare  their  heart  unto  thee. 

And  give  unto  Solomon  my  fon  a  perfect  heart  to 
keep  thy  commandments,  thy  testimonies,  and  thy. 
Jlatutes  ;  and  to  do  all  theje  things ;  and  to  build 
the  palace,  for  the  which  I  have  made  provijion. 

And  David  faid  to  all  the  congregation,  Now 
blefs  the  Lord  your  God. 

And  all  the  congregation  bleffed  the  Lord  God  of 
fheir  fathers,  and  bowed  their  heads,  and  wor- 
Jhipped  the  Lord  and  the  king. 

And  theyfacrificed/acrifieesimto  the  Lord,  and 
offered  burnt-offerings  unto  the  Lord,  on  the  mor 
row  after  that  day\  even  a  thoufand  bullocks,  a 
thoufand  rnms,  and  a  tboufand  !am&sy  with  their 
drink-offerings,  andfacrifices  in  abundance  for  all 
Ifrael: 

And  did  eat  and  drink  before  the  Lord,  on  that 
day,  with  great  gladnefs.  And  they  made  Solomon^ 
the  Jon  of  David,  king,  the  fecond  time-,,  and 
anointed  him  unto  the  Lord,  to  be  the  chief  go 
vernor,  and  Zadok  to  be  priejl. 

1  CANNOT  help  adding,  that  when  I  lift  up 
my  eyes  to  heaven,  the  true  fountain  of  all  ex 
cellent  endowments  and  difpofitions;  and  con 
template  the   greatnefs  of  David's  foul,    the 
nobknefs  of  his  fentimcnts,  and  the  humility 

6  of 
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of  his  heart,  all  calculated,  confpiring,  and  bent 
upon  the  one  great  purpofe  of  promoting  the 
glory  of  GOD,  and,  in  confequence  of  that,  per 
petuating  the  felicity  of  his  people;  I  cannot 
help  looking  down  upon  all 'the  other  princes  of 
the  earth  with  pity  *. 

DAVID  feems  to  have  furvivcd  but  a  very 
little  while,  after  this  great  and  fignal  tranfa&ion 
of  his  reign  :  but,  before  he  expired,  he  fcnt  for 
Solomon  ^  told  him  his  condition,  That  he  was 
going  the  way  of  all  the  earth  5  and  exhorted 
him  to  fortitude,  and  manly  refolution,  in  the 
condud  of  his  life;  and,  well  knowing,  that 
true  religion  was  the  only  folid  fupport  of  true 
fortitude,  folemnly  charged  him,  with  his  dying 
breath,  to  pay  a  ftrid  obedience  to  the  com 
mands  of  GOD,  and  continue  ftedfaft  in  his  duty 
to  him  5  as  he  hoped  for  his  protection  and 
favour,  and  the  continuance  of  his  pofterity 
upon  the  throne,  as  GOD  had  promifcd  they 
fhould,  //  they  took  heed  to  their  way,  to  walk 
before  him  in  truth ,  with  all  their  heart ^  and  with 
all  their  foul. 

HE  next  reminded  him  of  Joab's  difobc- 
dience  to  his  own  commands,  in  relation  to 
Abfalom,  together  with  his  repeated  murders: 
and  charged  him  not  to  let  them  go  unpunifhed ; 
a  charge  as  wife,  as  it  was  juft!  Nor  did  he 

*  Particularly  a  late  profligate  prince  of  our  own  ;  who,  inftead 
of  contributing  to  make  St.  PanFs  church  what  the  architect  had 
defigned  it,  the  glory  of  his  nation  and  capital,  pinched  forty  thou- 
fand  pounds  from  the  funi  aligned  for  it,  to  very  fhameful  pur- 
pofos, 

X  2  forger. 
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forget,  even  in  the  article  of  death,  the  gratitude 
he  owed  to  Barztllai  the  Gileadite  5  but  intre&ed 
his  fon  to  renew  it  in  his  pofterity,  with  the 
diftinguifhed  honour  of  letting  them  be  of  thofe 
who  eat  at  his  own  table :  and  concluded  with 
adviftng  him,  in  relation  to  Shimeii  whom  al 
though  he  himfelf  had  pardoned,  his  fon  fhould 
not  hold  him  guiltlefs ;  but  (as  the  text  is  gene 
rally  underftood)  bring  bis  hoar  head  to  the  grave 
'with  blood.  An  advice,  greatly,  but,  as  I  think, 
unjuftly,  cenfured  as  revengeful  and  cruel  j  as 
fhall  be  fhewn  hereafter. 


CHAP.    XXIII. 

Swne    Account     of    the    Temple-Service. 
D  A  v  i  D  V   Death. 

HAV ING,  in  the  laft  chapter,  mentioned 
the  fchcme  of  the  temple-iervice,  deli 
vered  by  David  to  Solomon,  together  with  the 
plans  of  the  buildings,  and  pattern  of  the  uten- 
filss  I  hope  I  fhall  be  indulged,  in  endeavouring 
to  give  the  common  reader  fome  idea  of  that 
fervice,  as  far  as  I  can  colled  it  from  the  facred 
writings  5  referring  my  readers,  of  more  curio- 
iity,  to  fuch  as  have  written  profefledly  upon 
that  fubj  eft. 

DAVID  had,  in  the  preceding  part  of  his 
reign,  fettled  the  fervice  of  the  tabernacle,  both 
at  Gibeon  and  Jerufalemi  but  as  thofe  fcenes 

were 
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wei-e  fmall,  and  the  necefifary  attendants  few, 
another  regulation  was  now  ncceflary  for  the 
fervice  of  the  temple,  which  was  incomparably 
more  magnificent.  Accordingly  this  regulation 
was  made,  and  eftablifhed  by  GOD  himfelf,-  as 
we  learn  from  2  Chron.  xxix.  25-.  where  we  are 
informed,  that  when  Hezekiah  reftored  the  fer- 
yice  of  the  temple,  he  Jet  the  Levites  in  the  boufe 
of  the  Lord,  'with  cymbals,  with  pfalteries,  and 
'with  harps,  .according  to  the  commandment  of  Da 
vid,  and  of  Gad  the  kings  Jeer,  and  Nathan  the 
prophet;  for  fo  was  the  commandment  of  the  Lord 
by  his  prophets. 

B  u  x  we  muft  take  this  matter  higher,  in  order 
to  form  a  clearer  conception  of  it. 

LEV i  had  three  fons,  Gerjhon,  Kohath,  and 
Merari.  From  the  fecond  of  thefe  were  de- 
fcended  Mojes  and  Aaron.  Aaron,  and  his  de- 
fcendants,  were  fet  apart  and  confecrat.ed  for 
the  priefthood,  by  the  fpecial  appointment  of 
Almighty  GOD*.  And  the  reft  of  their  bre 
thren,  the  other  defendants  of  Levi,  were  ap 
pointed  to  attend  them,  and  minifler  unto  them, 
in  things  facred.  Aod,  among  thcfe,  were  the 
fons  .of  Mojes;  without  any  diftindion  or  pre 
eminence  above  their  brethren,  the  other  de- 
fcendants  ofLevi:  which,  moft  certainly,  was 
not  the  work  either  of  human  ambition,  pride, 
or  policy.  Nay  more  5  we  hear  of  no  honour 
o,r  office  of  dignity,  borne  by  any  one  of  them, 
for  about  five  hundred  years  5  until  David  made 

*  Fxojl  xxviii. 

X  3  She- 


3 1  o     An  Hiflorical  Account  of      B.  4. 

Shebuel  the  foil  of  Gerjkom,  the  fon  of  Mofes, 
ruler  of  the  treafures ,  and  fet  his  brethren,  by 
Eliezery  over  the  treafures  of  the  dedicated 
things  (i  Chron.  xxvi.  24,  25-,  26.). 

THE  peculiar  office  of  Aaron.,  and  his  defcen- 
dants,  is  thus  explained  (i  Chron.  xxiii.  13.)- 
And  Aaron  <was  feparated,  that  he  foonld fanffiify 
the  moft  holy  things,  he  and  his  fons  for  ever ;  to 
burn  Incenfe  before  the  Lord,  to  mini  ft  er  unto  himy 
and  to  blefs  in  his  name  for  ever.  And  we  learn 
from  many  parts  of  the  Scripture,  that  a  prin 
cipal  part  of  this  miniftration  was  the  offering  Up 
of  facrifices,  and  blowing  with  trumpets  over 
them,  on  the  days  of  their  gladnefs^  and  new 
moons  (Numb.*.  10.). 

THE  feveral  parts  and  branches  of  the  Levt- 
tical  office  are  fummcd  up,  i  Chron.  xxiii.  at  the 
28th  and  following  vcrfcs.  From  whence  we 
learn,  that  it  was  their  bufinefs  to  wait  upon  the 
ions  of  Aaron,  for  the  fervice  of  the  houfe  of 
the  LORD,  in  all  its  parts.  To  them  belonged 
the  care,  and  the  cleanfing,  of  all  its  courts, 
chambers,  and  veflels  of  all  kinds;  the  keeping 
of  all  its  treafures,  and  the  ftandards  of  all  mea- 
fure  and  fize,  and  all  things  neceflary  for  the 
burnt-offerings  and  meat- offerings,'  the  pro- 
vifion  of  the  Ihew-brcad,  fine  flour,  unleavened 
bread,  incenfe,  &c.  ;  It  was  their  bufinefs  to 
attend  upon  the  morning  and  evening  fervice  of 
the  temple,  to  celebrate  the  praifes  of  GOD,  and 
give  him  thanks :  fome  with  voices,  and  fome 
with  mufical  inftruments,  of  various  kinds.  In 
one  word,  they  were  the  guards,  treafurers, 
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ftewards,  choir,  band  of  rnufic,   and  chamber- 
ains,  of  this  great  palace.     And  the  Nethinims 
miniftered  under  them,  as  menial  fervants,  in 
all  the  meaner  offices. 

By  the  appointment  of  Mofes,  the  Levites 
were  numbered  from  thirty  years  *  old,  and  up 
wards,  for  the  fervice  of  the  tabernacle.  And, 
according  to  that  regulation,  their  numbers  and 
appointments  flood  thus,  in  the  days  of  David: 
Their  whole  number  was  thirty-eight  thoufand > 
of  which  twenty-four  thoufand  were  to  fet  for 
ward  the  work  of  the  houfe  of  the  LORD;  iix 
thoufand  were  officers  and  judges 5  four  thou 
fand  were  to  be  the  guards  f  of  the  temple  5 
and  four  thoufand  were  to  praife  the  LORD, 
with  the  mufical  inft rumen ts,  which  David  had 
invented  for  that  purpofe :  but  as  the  fervice  of 
the  temple  required  a  vaft  many  more  hands., 
than  the  fervice  of  the  tabernacle,  by  David's 
laft  regulation,  (doubtlefs  authorized  by  divine 
appointment)  the  Levites  were  feparated  for  the 
fervice  of  GQD,  from  twenty  years  oid,  and  up 
wards  i  which  added  confiderably  to  the  num- 

*  There  is  a  difficulty  in  this  point,  which  mould  be  reconciled  : 
By  the  appointment  in  the  fourth  chapter  of  Numbers,  verfe  the 
third,  the  Levites  were  to  enter  into  the  fervice  of  the  tabernacle 
from  thirty  years  and  upwards  j  whereas,  N.vmb.  viii.  24.  they  are 
ordered  to  wait  upon  the  fervice  of  the  tabernacle,  from  twenty- 
£ve  years  old  and  upward.  But  this  is  reconciled  by  Maimonides, 
who  fays  they  were  obliged  to  fpend  five  years  in  learning  the 
duties  of  their  miniftry,  before  they  were  admitted  to  minifler  in 
the  court  of  the  pi ieils. 

j-.  So  the  word  mould  be  transited,  which  in  our  Englijb  verfion 
is  interpreted  porters. 

X  4  bcrs 
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bers  now  mentioned,  in  their  fcveral  appoint 
ments  and  provinces. 

David,  not  long  before  his  death,  gathered 
together  all  the  princes  of  Ifrael,  with  the 
priefts  and  the  Levites;  and,  in  their  prefence, 
divided  the  priefts  into  twenty-four  courfes, 
by  lot,  under  the  principal  men  of  Aarori^ 
defendants,  to  be  governors  of  the  fanduary, 
and  governors  of  the  houfe  of  GOD,  and 
had  them  regiftered  according  to  the  order 
in  which  their  lot  fell,  by  Sbemaiab  the  fcribe, 
In  the  prefence  of  the  king  and  princes,  an4 
Zadok  the  prieft,  and  Ahlmelech  the  fon  of  Abia- 
fbar*;  each  courfe  to  pay  a  weekly  attendance 
at  the  temple,  in  their  turn.  The  other  Levifes 
he  divided  in  thp  fame  manner,  under  the  fe- 
veral  heads  of  their  families,  and  according  to 
their  feveral  offices.  And  then,  fetting  courfe 
againft  courfe,  he  made  them  caft  lots  for  the 
order  in  which  they  were  to  officiate,  without 
any  regard  to  feniority  or  dignity  5  and  alfo  to 
determine  what  courfe  of  guards,  fingers,  &c. 
fhould  attend  with  the  correfpondent  courfe  of 
priefts. 

THIS  inftitution  carried  one  great  national 
advantage  with  it  (and  poillbly  many  more,  not 
now  to  be  recounted  or  conceived);  inafmuch 
as  this  weekly  circulation  of  priefts  andLevites, 
as  well  as  the  monthly  one  of  the  military  men, 
Inlarged  acquaintance,  diffufed  fricndfhip,  and 
circulated  the  civility  and  politenefs  of  the  court, 
and  arts  and  elegance  of  the  capital,  together 
with  religion,  throughout  the  realm. 

*  i  Chron.  xxiv.  6, 
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T^E  men  skilled  in  fong  were  found  to  be 
two  hundred  eighty-eight:  and  therefore,  by 
this  regulation,  twelve  of  thefe  were  to  ftand 
with  cymbals,  pfalteries,  and  harps,  on  common 
days,  (and  the  whole  number  upon  the  great 
feftivals )  every  morning  to  thank  and  praif'e  the 
Lord,  and  likeivife  at  even*:  and  were  joined 
by  at  lead  one  hundred  and  fixty-fix  of  their 
brethren,  who  praifed  the  LORD  upon  inftru- 
ments  of  various  forts,  on  common  days ;  and 
by  at  lead  four  thoufand,  upon  the  great  feftivals. 

W  E  learn  from  the  firft  chapter  of  St.  Luke, 
ttyat,  when  the  pried  went  into  the  temple  to 
offer  the  incenfe,  the  whole  multitude  of  the 
people  were  at  their  prayers  without.  And  we 
Jearn  from  this  regulation  of  David's,  that  when 
the  anthem  began,  it  was  performed  by  twelve 
voices,  accompanied  by  at  lead  one  hundred  and 
fixty-fix  inftruments. 

IT  is  agreed,  on  all  hands,  that  the  number 
of  fingers  in  the  temple  muft  not  be  lefs  than 
twelve;  but  might  be  increafed  as  much  as  was 
thought  proper,  and  mud,  in  the  ordinary 
courie  of  things,  have  been  increafed  5  becaufc 
the  children  of  thefc  fingers,  being  bred  to  the 
profcilion  of  theit  parents,  were  admitted  into 
the  temple  with  them,  to  make  the  chorus  more 
complete. 

THE  number  of  the  particular  kinds  of  mufi- 
cal  indrumcnts  employed  in  the  tcmple-fcrvicc, 
is  no-whcre  determined  5  but  the  Jews  arc  of 

Lf  i  Chron.  xxiii.  30. 

opinion, 
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opinion*,  that  the  trumpets  could  not  be  left 
than  two,  nor  more  than  one  hundred  and 
twenty:  not  left,  becaufe  of  GOD'S  command, 
Numb.  x.  2.  to  make  two  trumpets;  nor  more 
than  one  hundred  and  twenty,  becaufe  no  more 
were  made  ufe  of  at  the  dedication  of  the  tem 
ple,  2  Chron.  v.  12. 

THIS  is  a  fhort,  imperfefl:  sketch  of  the  di 
vine  worfhip  instituted  by  David,  as  it  was 
celebrated  in  its  ordinary  magnificence  \  a  ma 
gnificence,  which,  even  in  this  imperfed  account 
of  it,  the  greateft  princes  of  our  world  are  not 
now  able  to  equal,  upon  the  greateft  occafions! 
And  as  to  that  of  the  great  feftivals,  not  all  the 
princes  of  Europe,  combined,  were  able  to  come 
up  to  ir. 

DAVID  well  knew  of  what  vaft  confequence 
the  eftablifhment  of  the  public  worfhip  of  G  o  D, 
in  true  piety  and  purity,  was,  to  the  virtue  and 
felicity  of  a  people  5  inafmuch.  as  all  religion  de 
pends  upon  it,  and  would,  without  it,  abfo- 
lutely  fail,  and  ceafe  from  amongft  men,  in  the 
compaft  of  a  few  years:  and  therefore  wifely 
judged  it  advifeable  to  allure  men  to  it,  by  all 
the  advantages  of  a  graceful,  folemn,  and  de 
lightful  magnificence.  And  to  this  end,  there 
is  good  ground  to  believe  from  the  text,  that 
the  inlargement  of  the  number  of  men,  affigned 
to  the  feveral  offices  of  religion,  was  the  laft 
public  aft  of  David's  life,  I  Chron.  xxiii.  27  f. 

*  See  Lightfoot  de  frlinijlerio  Templi. 

-j~  For  by  the  lafl  words  of  David)  tie  Levitts  were  numbered, 
frvm  twenty  years  old  and  a  b we. 

Bleffcd 
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BlefTed  conclufion  of  a  life  glorioufly  employed, 
and  ended !  employed  in  chaftifmg  iniquity,  in. 
extirpating  inveterate  and  incorrigible  corrup 
tion,  in  inlarging  his  dominions  to  the  bounds 
afllgned  them  by  Almighty  GOD,  in  eftablifhing 
his  people  in  peace  and  happinefs,  and  doing 
juftice  and  judgment;  but  chiefly  employed  in 
propagating  the  glory  of  G  o  D,  with  ardent  and 
inceffant  zeal!  and  ended  in  inlarging  the  di 
gnity  and  magnificence  of  his  worfhip  with  his 
laft  breath! 

Thus,  in  the  ftyle  of  the  facred  writer,  i  Chron. 
xxix.  26,  27,  28.  Da<vid>  the  fon  ofje/e,  reigned 
over  all  IJrael.  And  the  time  that  he  reigned 
over  Ifrael,  was  forty  years ;  j even  years  reigned 
he  in  Hebron,  and  thirty  and  three  years  reigned 
he  in  Jerujalem. 

And  ke  died  in  a  good  old  age,  full  of  days, 
riches,  and  honour :  and  Solomon  his  Jon  reigned 
in  hisjtead. 

H  E  died  with  the  fatisfa&ion  of  feeing  his 
own  fon  his  fucceflbr,  the  wifeft  and  the  hope- 
fulled  prince  of  the  whole  earth  ;  and  with  the 
aiTurance  of  GOD'S  peculiar  favour  to  his  pofte- 
rity ,  from  whence  he  had  already  (in  the  cleared 
light  of  prophetic  vifion )  feen*  the  MESS  i  AH, 
the  LO&D  of  life,  to  arife,  ofwhofe  dominion, 
and  the  increafe  of  his  government  and  glory,  he 
well  knew  (by  the  Spirit  of  GOD  upon  him) 

*  This  appears  manifeftly,  from  many  parts  of  the  Pfalms, 
particularly  the  feveiuy-fecond. 

there 
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there  /hall  be  no  end.  To  Him,  with  the  Father, 
an;d  the  Holy  Ghoft,  be  all  honour,  and  power, 
and  praife,  for  evermore. 


CHAP.     XXIV. 

DAVID'J  Cbara&er  dif cuffed^  with  re 
gard  to  his  Polygamy*  and  the  Murder 
of  Uriah. 

IT  is.,  I  hope,  by  this  time,  diffidently  evident 
to  the  candid  and  confidering  reader,  that 
David  was  a  very  extraordinary,  and  even  a 
wonderful  man. 

BUT  ftill  it  may  be  objected,  That  however 
David's  chara&er  may  be  otherwife  advanta- 
geoufly  diftinguifhcd,  he  is  not  howev,er  acquij> 
ted  of  polygamy,  murder,  and  adultery 

I  OWN  it;  but  what  will  his  ingenious  ca 
lumniators  gain  by  the  conceilion  \  I  know  no 
man  exempt  from  error,  fuperior  to  furprize,  or 
out  of  the  reach  of  temptation  to  fin.  David 
is  himfclf  a  fignai  inftance  to  the  contrary.  But 
ftill  I  cannot  think  him  capable  of  a  deliberatc? 
determined,  repeated  violation  of  the  will  of 
GOD,  for  a  feries  of  years.  There  is  nothing  fq 
fatumine,  fo  black,  fo  hellifh,  in  his  complexion. 
For  this  reafon,  I  can  by  no  means  bring  myfclf 
to  believe,  that  he  would  have  continued  in  the 
fin  of  polygamy,  (as  he  dkl )  knowing  k  to  be 

a 
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a  tranfgreflion  of  the  law  of  GOD.  Polygamy, 
I  humbly  apprehend,  was  more  the  vice  of  the 
age,  than  of  David;  and  therefore  all  the  in 
ference  that  I  fhall  make  from  his  condud  in 
that  point,  is  this;  That,  felf-evident  as  the  law 
of  nature  may  now  feem,  it  was  then  too  dark, 
even  for  the  guidance  of  a  prophet,  left  in  that 
inftance  uninfpired. 

AND  yet,  if  we  were  to  define  and  eftimate 
this  practice  by  the  rules  of  reafon,  the  natural 
evils,  and  ill  confequences,  which  do  and  ever 
muft  a\Vait  it,  in  the  ordinary  train  of  things, 
Sufficiently  demonftrate  it  to  be  deftrudtive  of 
the  human  felicity;  and  confcquently,  vicious 
arid  Unlawful:  nay,  one  would  think,  that 
David  himfelf  could  not  fail  of  being  fully 
convinced  of  this  truth  from  his  own  experience. 
For  what  was  the  effed  of  his  polygamy  in  his 
own  houfe,  and  to  himfelf?  Inceft,  murder*, 
rebellion  1  The  inceft  of  two  fons,  the  rebellion 
and  death  of  two  fons,  and  the  murder  of  one 
by  the  hand  of  his  brother!  And  yet,  fo  utterly 
uninformirig  is  this  evidence  from  the  nature  of 
things,  unenlightened  and  unaided  by  revela 
tion;  that  rebellion,  murder,  and  inceft  united, 
nay,  repeated  rebellion,  repeated  inceft,  created 
no  convidion  in  the  heart  of  a  David,  or  a  So- 
lomon. 

A  s  to  David's  guilt  in  relation  to  Uriah,  I 
know  no  one  that  ever  yet  fet  him  up  for  more 
than  mortal:  and  is  there  fuch  a  thing,  was 

*  Tavifir,  Amnon,  Apfalom,  Adonijah* 

6  there 
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there  ever  fuch  a  thing,  in  this  world,  as  an  un- 
fuining  mortal  ?  our  bleffed  Saviour  CHRIST 
JESUS  only  eicepted.  And  is  David's  cha 
racter  to  be  meanly  efteemed  of,  upon  this  ac 
count?  Shew  us  thofe  unfinning  heroes,  that 
are  to  be  preferred  to  him.  They  are  not,  I  am 
fure,  Cajar,  nor  Alexander,  nor  Pompey,  nor 
Anfonjy  nor  Sylla,  nor  Lyfander,  nor  even  Scipio, 
however  illuftrious  and  celebrated  for  one  ia- 
ftance  of  chaftity  *. 

THESE  are  indeed  founding  and  glorious 
names,  which  take  early  poiTefflon  of  our  higheft 
admiration  and  eftcem :  thefc  heroes  of  the 
Heathen  world  were  actors  in  greater  and  more 
fhining  fcencs.  Pomp  and  prejudice  delude 
our  judgments  in  their  favour,  and  we  are  apt 
to  think  a  little  king  of  Judea  contemptible, 
upon  the  comparifon  5  but  we  forget,  that  David 
did,  by  his  piety,  his  prowcfs,  and  his  wifdom, 
(aided  by  the  Spirit  of  GOD)  ered  himfelf,  from 
a  private  man,  into  the  greateft  monarch  of  the 
Eaft,  or  of  his  age,  I  had  almoft  faid,  of  any 
ngc :  a  monarchy,  fmall  indeed  in  extent,  but 
great  in  all  that  conflitutes  the  true  grandeur 
and  ftrength  of  ftates ;  men,  virtue,  valour,  and 
wealth ! 

HERODOTUS  obferves  of  Xerxes,  that  there 
were  in  his  army,  -z^oAAol  jjC?v  avftguTrfih  O'A/T/CI 
Jz  civfy&i  much  people,  but  few  men;  a  great 
croud,  but  few  foldicrs  5  whereas  all  David's 
army  confided  of  chofcn  warriors :  inlbmuch 

*  A  virtue  for  which  he  was,  otherwife,  no  way  diitinguifhed. 

that 
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that  the  comparatively  little  dominion  Gijudea^ 
and  its  appendages,  could,  upon  any  exigency, 
fend  more  effective  forces  into  the  field,  in  two 
days,  under  David,  than  the  whole  empire  of 
the  Ea/l  could,  in  fo  many  years,  under  Dariut 
or  Xerxes*. 

THIS  important  kffon  hath  David  left  to 
princes,  in  his  own  example;  as  his  fon  hath 
done  in  his  precepts,  ( Prov.  xiv.  28 .)  In  the 
multitude  of  people  is  the  kings  honour.  The  true 
grandeur  of  princes  confifts,  not  in  extending 
their  dominions,  but  in  multiplying  and  blei- 
fing  their  people;  and  above  all,  in  living  and 
acting  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  dirfuie  and  fix 
this  one  precept  in  their  hearts  $  Fear  God,  and 
honour  the  king. 

IN  one  word,  we  forget  that  David  is,  in 
his  perfonal  character,  vaftiy  fuperior  to  any  one 
hero  of  all  antiquity.  It  is  indeed  a  mfx'd  cha 
racter  5  and  where  is  the  character,  at  leaft,  where 
is  the  great  character,  that  is  not  ?  You  may  as 
well  expect  to  find  zfun  without  fpots,  as  a  great 

*  When  David  ordered  the  people  to  be  numbered,  Joab  made 
a  return  of  thirteen  hundred  thoufand  valiant  men  that  drew  the 
fword  in  Ifrael  and  Judab :  that  is,  there  were  fo  many  men  of 
proved  experienced  courage ;  but  the  whole  number  of  trained 
difciplined  men  in  that  little  ftate  (no  mention  made  of  garifons_, 
and  thofe  two  whole  tribes  excluded  )  were  more  than  a  million 
and  an  half. 

This  account  of  the  matter  reconciles,  and  is  the  natural  inter- 

fretation  of,  thofe  two  paflages,  2  Sam.  xxiv.    and  i  Chron.  xxi, 
n  the  firft  of  which  it  is  faid,  That  there  were,  in  Ifrael,  eight 
hundred  thoufand  valiant  men,  that  drew  the  fword :  and  in  the 
fecond  it  is  faid,  That  all  they  of  Ifrael  were  a  thoufend  thoufand 
men,  that  drew  fword. 

genius. 
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genius.  The  utmoft  that  can  be  expeded  is,  that 
the  glory  fhould  be  greatly  predominant,  and 
in  David  it  unqueftionably  is  fo;  isfotofuch 
a  degree,  that  Ctefar,  or  Alexander,  in  point  of 
perfonal  accomplifhments,  and  true  fublimity  of 
foul,  arc  not  once  to  be  named  with  him.  And 
however  this  may  at  firft  fight  appear  a  paradox, 
I  fhould  be  forry  to  fee  even  an  enemy  hardy  or 
ignorant  enough  to  give  them  the  pre-eminence, 
upon  due  deliberation. 

I  T  is  true,  this  great  man  had  great  blemiflies : 
let  the  greateft  of  them  be  calmly  and  candidly 
confidered. 

DAVID'S  commerce  with  the  wife  of  Uriah 
was,  at  word,  a  fudden  and  tumultuous  ad  of 
guilt :  his  guilt  was  not,  even  in  the  impeach 
ment  of  the  prophet,  an  inmate,  whom  he  was 
wont  to  entertains  but  a  ftranger,  a  traveller, 

that  ftirprifcd  him He  was  afhamed  of  it- 

He  would  have  concealed  it He  endeavoured 

He  could  not  hide  it He  could  not  bear 

to  have  it  expofcd It  muft  be  hid Nothing 

but  murder  could  hide  it — Uriah  muft  die,  or 

Bathftieba  muft Uriah  by  the  hands  of  Am- 

mon^  or  Bathfieba  by  the  hands  of  juftiee 

Diftrefsful  and  diftrading  alternative! Ho 
nour  would  attend  the  fate  of  Uriah;  infamy 
muft  attend  that  of  Bathfieba.  Uriah  was  a 
brave  man,  and  a  faithful  foldier :  Could  David 
ever  bear  to  behold  the  brave  man  he  had  abufed;, 
made  privy  to  that  abufc  ?  Could  that  brave  man 
bear  to  furvive  that  abufe? Would  not  mur 
der,  in  this  cafe,  be  a  kind  mercy  ?  Whereas, 

on 
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on  the  other  hand,  to  defert  Bathfheba,  were 

the  height  of  cruelty To  abandon  the  woman 

he  had  undone- — to  abandon  to  infamy,  whom 
he  had  feduced  ( I  had  almoft  faid,  forced )  to 

guilt Gould  the  loweft  degree  of  honour 

allow  this  ?  Could  any  degree  of  humanity  en 
dure  it  ?  Such  are  the  accurfed  entanglements  of 
fin,  fuch  the  workings  and  gradations  of  it  in 
the  diftraded,  bewildered  bread  that  admits  it : 
millions  have  been  loft  in  thefe  labyrinths  of 
guilt  5  but  none,  fure,  in  any  more  intricate  and 
perplexing  than  this !  Are  all  fuch  to  be  given 
up  as  abandoned  ?  Is  there  no  room  for  repent 
ance,  for  amendment,  for  reconciliation,  in  fuch 
a  cafe?  GOD  forbid  !  Is  it  fair,  then,  to  confider 
David  only  in  the  light  of  guilt  ?  Or  (hould  he, 
in  common  juftice,  be  eftimated,  as  all  other 
men  are,  by  the  main  of  his  life? 

ONE  thing  I  will  venture  to  advance ;  That 
the  man  who  reads  David's  works,  confiders 
his  exploits,  and  weighs  his  character,  (with  all 
its  defeds )  and  doth  not,  at  the  fame  time,  find 
himfelf  little  and  contemptible  upon  the  com- 
parifon,  needs  no  heavier  imputation  of  vanity, 
ignorance,  and  arrogance. 

I  T  is  but  too  eafy  to  fall  into  temptation  5 
and  what  is  yet  worfe,  from  a  lefs  guilt  to  a 
greater :  All  viceftands  upon  a  precipice,  fay  the 
poets ;  the  defcent  is  but  too  eafy  * ;  the  diffi- 

*  This  is  finely  illuftrated  in  that  emblematical  defcription,  i'/x. 

Fa c His  defcenfu3  A<verni  : 

Bed  re<vocare  gradum,  fuperafque  evader e  ad  auras, 
Hie  labor,  hoc  opus  eft- 

VOL,  II.  y  culty 
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culty  is  to  reafcend  :  millions  have  fallen,  have 
fumed,  as  David  did,  but  who  ever  repented 
and  recovered  like  him  ?  Revolve  his  whole  life 
before  this  evil  accident  5  it  is  almoft  one  train 
of  a  wife,  a  generous,  a  pious,  and  a  valiant 
conduct!  Revolve  his  whole  life,  from  the  hour 
of  this  guilt,  and  you  will  find  it  little  elfc  than 
one  train  of  humiliation,  and  repentance  before 
GOD;  and  this   too,  even   after   aflurance   of 
pardon  from  the  mouth  of  GOD  himielf,  by  his 
prophet :  which  is  in  the  place  often  thoufand 
proofs  of  a  refined  piety,  and  exalted  virtue. 
Or,  if  he  varied  his  conduct,  it  was  only  from 
penance  to  praife ;  to  turn  ail  his  thoughts  and 
attention,  to  employ  his  whole  heart  and  foul, 
to  the  glory,  and  in  the  fervice,  of  GOD 5  of 
that  GOD,  who  pardoned  all  his  fim,  and  crowned 
him  with  mercy   and    loving* kindncfs.     And  if, 
after  all  this,   the  Scriptures  are  to  be  reviled, 
for  ftyling  this  man,  in  this  character,  A  man 
after  God's  own  heart,  What  is  to  be  reverenced? 

AND  after  all,  What  if  this  great  man's  fall 
fhould  be  found,  upon  a  fair  inquiry,  matter  of 
infinite  confolation  to  thofe  very  men  that  in- 
fult  it  moft  ?  It  is  to  be  prefumed,  that  their 
reproaches  upon  David  zrifc  from  their  folicitude 
for  the  interefts  of  virtue;  and  what  if  this  in- 
ftance  of  David's  fall  fhould  be  found  the  trueft 
lupport  of  that  intereft  ?  Rewards  and  punifh- 
ments  are  allowed  to  be  the  great  engines,  by 
which  it  hath  pleafed  GOD  to  govern  the  moral 
world.  And  therefore  there  is  nothing  in  which 
the  intereft  and  felicity  of  that  world  is  fo  nearly 

concerned, 
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concerned,  as  in  the  rewards  of  virtue,  and 
chaftifements  of  vice.  And  if  fo,  I  challenge  all 
mankind,  to  produce  any  one  inftance,  from  the 
foundation  of  the  world,  wherein  virtue  was  fo 
fignally  rewarded,  and  guilt  fo  fignally  cha- 
ftifed*,  as  in  that  of  David;  confequently,  in 
which  true  religion,  and  true  virtue,  are  fo 
nearly  and  intimately  interefted,  as  in  the  hi- 
ftory  of  his  rife,  and  fall,  and  recovery ;  his  ad 
vancement  to  the  divine  favour,  and  every 
earthly  honour,  by  virtue;  his  fall  from  both, 
by  fin,  and  his  recovery,  by  repentance.  It 
will  not,  I  believe,  be  denied,  that  if  the  higheft 
offence  againft  GOD  made  a  restoration  to  his 
favour  defperate,  the  caufe  of  virtue  were  un 
done,  and  no  man  would  attach  himfelf  to  it, 
upon  fuch  terms ;  upon  affurance  of  being  finally- 
reprobated  and  rejeded  by  GOD,  upon  the  firft 
fall.  Could  it  be  once  imagined,  that  mercy 
made  no  part  of  the  character  of  the  Almighty, 
he  might  indeed,  from  that  moment,  be  dreaded 
and  detefted,  as  a  tyrant  3  but  he  could  no  more 
be  loved  and  revered,  as  a  father.  And  there 
fore  David,  with  as  much  penetration  as  piety, 
begs  to  be  pardoned,  and  reftored  to  the  favour 
of  GOD,  from  this  motive,  that  if  he  were  fo 
treated,  he  fhould  teach  tranfgre/ors  the  ways  of 

God,  and  finners  foould  be  converted  unto  him 

Pfalmli,  <uerf  13.     Again,  fPfal.  cxxx.   If  thou> 
Lord)    wilt  be   extreme   to  mark  what   is    done 
amijs,  O  Lord,  who  foall  ft  and?  But  forgivenejl 
is  with  tbee,  that  thou  may  ft  be  feared. 
*  See  chap.  iii.  of  this  book. 

Y  2  HAPPY 
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HAPPY  for  mankind,  that  there  is  fuch  an 
inftance  (an  authentic  inftance)  of  falling  virtue, 
and  recovering  guilt !  An  inftance  fo  fitted  to 
mortify  the  vanity  of  virtue,  and  the  merit  of 
exalted  piety ;  and  to  raiie  the  power  and  price 
of  humble  penitence  ;  to  abate  the  pride  of  felf- 
fufficiency,  and  fupport  the  hope  of  frailty! 
Who  can  confide  in  his  own  ftrcngth,  when  he 
fees  a  David  fallen  ?  And  who  can  defpair  of 
divine  mercy,  when  he  fees  him  forgiven?  Sad 
triumph  of  fin,  over  all  that  is  great  and  excel 
lent  in  man!  Glorious  triumph  of  repentance, 
over  all  that  is  fhameful  and  dreadful  in  fin ! 


C  H  A  P.     XXV. 

DAVID'.?  CbaraSler  considered  in  Friend- 
fhip>  and  in  Enmity. 

AS  David's  is  a  very  diftinguifhed  character, 
and  no  one,  that  I  know,  hath  ever  taken 
the  pains  to  place  it  in  a  true  light  ;  the  reader 
will,  I  hope,  not  think  me  tedious,  if  I  attempt 
to  inlarge  a  little  upon  fome  parts  of  it  5  which 
have,  in  my  humble  opinion,  been  much  lefs 
confidered  than  they  deferve. 

To  begin  then:  David's  is,  perhaps,  the  no- 
bleft  inftance  of  friendfhip  yet  known  to  the 
world  (one  only  excepted) :  A  friendfhip  which 
could  infpire  him  with  the  generous  confidence 
of  trufting  the  fecrct  of  his  divine  defignation  to 
2  the 


B.  4*      t&e  Life  of  King  DAVID.      325 

tne  kingdom,  to  that  very  man,  who  was  im" 
mediately  to  be  affefted  by  it !  Such  a  friendfhip 
implies  every  thing,  that  gcnerofity  and  magna 
nimity  can  infpire.     And   that   'Jonathan  was 
fully  in  this  fecret,  appears  clearly  from  i  Sam. 
xx.     A  friendfhip,  fuperior  to  the  rivalfhip  of 
empire,    needs  no  higher  praife,  and  fears  no 
rival.     It  is  true,  Jonathans  unparalleled  gene- 
rofity  gave  him  a  noble  claim   to  this  confi 
dences  and,   on  the  other  hand,  the  unparal 
leled   generofity  of  this  confidence  exacled  a 
fuitable  return,  and  found  it  5  and  was,  in  truth, 
almoft  fufficicnt  to  infpire  it  into  a  foul  kfs  noble 
and  inlarged,  than  that  of  Jonathan.     But  at  the 
fame  time,  it  mud  be  obferved,  that  nothing 
lefs  than  a  full  convidion  of  David's  divine 
defignation  to  the  throne,  could  make  his  rival 
in  empire  become  the  guardian  of  his  life :  what 
was,  at  once,  the  perfection  of  piety  and  friend 
fhip  upon  that  fuppofition,  had  been  the  height 
of  folly  and  infatuation  upon  any  other  (and 
Jonathans  is  too  great  a  character  to  be  debafed 
by  fuch  vile  furmifes).     I  will  not  take  upon 
me  to  pronounce  which  ought  to  be  preferred 
upon  the  comparifon :    David's  was,  perhaps, 
the  nobler  friendfhip ;  and  Jonathan's  the  more 
amiable :  not  that  David's  was  defedtive,  evert 
in  what  may  be  called  the  foftnefs  and  infirmity 
of  friendfhip  5  inafmuch  as  we  are  allured,  that, 
in  the  diftrefs  of  parting,  he  exceeded  ( i  Sam. 
xx.  41.).     But  however  that  may  be  contefted, 
this,  1  believe,  will  eafily.  be  allowed,  that  no 
other    inftance    of   friendfhip   (except  that  of 

Y  3  JESUS 
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JESUS  CHRIST  to  his  difciplcs)  ever  yet  ex 
ceeded  ( I  firmly  believe,  none  ever  equalled  ) 
either. 

WHAT  is  fingular  in  David's  character  is, 
that  he  knew  fo  well  how  to  reconcile  friend- 
fhip  and  royalty.  Other  princes  have  had  con 
fidants,  but  David  had  a  friend:  other  princes 
have  had  partners  in  their  pleafures,  and  fharers 
in  the  fecrets  of  their  guilt  5  but  Davids  was  a 
friendship  of  a  very  different  complexion  5  a 
commerce,  and  a  communication,  of  a  very  dif 
ferent  kind.  The  principles  upon  which  his 
friendfhip  was  founded,  and  the  refined  and  de 
licate  fenfe  he  had  of  that  noble  intercourfe,  are 
bed  feen  in  that  tender  complaint,  at  the  fifty- 
fifth  Pfalm — -But  it  was  thou,  my  companion ,  my 
guide,  and  mine  own  familiar  friend.  We  took 
fweet  counjel  together,  and  -walked  in  the  houje  of 
God  as  friends.  The  beauty  and  energy  of  the 
original  is  inexpreffiblc :  We,  'who  jweetened 
counjel,  and  walked  in  the  houje  of  God  together. 

THE  man  that  hath  an  heart  truly  turned  to 
friendfhip,  will  feel  fomething  in  thofe  words, 
which  no  other,  upon  the  fubjecl:,  evrer  yet  came 
up  to ;  the  throbbings  of  his  own  bread  will  be 
their  beft  comment. 

AND  that  David  was  not  wanting  to  his  fon, 
upon  this  fubjecl,  may  very  reafonably  be  con 
cluded,  from  the  many  excellent  precepts,  and 
fine  reflections  upon  friendihip,  fcattered  through 
his  Proverbs  *. 

*  Befides  the  aflurance  we  have,  that  he  alfo  had  a  friend, 
i  Kings  iv.  5. 

IN 
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IN  that  infinite  number  of  idle  obje&ions, 
ignorantly  urged  againft  the  Scriptures,  this  alfo 
hath  been  one.  That  they  nowhere  recommend 
friendfhip,  or  the  love  of  our  country.  To  this 
I  fhall  only  anfwer  at  prefent,  That  if  the  faireft 
and  lovclieft  examples  of  any  excellence  are  the 
beft  recommendations  of  it  5  this,  1  hope,  will 
no  longer  be  made  an  objection. 

BUT  David's  generofity  was  not  confined  to 
friendfhip;  it  was  no  lefs  eminent  in  enmity. 
There  is  not  perhaps  one  inliance  of  fo  unjuft, 
fo  ungrateful,  and  fo  inveterate  a  persecution  as 
he  fuffered  from  Saul:  this  I  am  lure  of,  there 
is  no  example  (but  one)  of  fuch  a  fuperiority 
over  revenge,  and  fo  noble  a  remiflion  of  in 
juries,  throughout  the  whole  compafs  of  hiftory ! 
To  have  his  mortal  enemy,  twice,  abfolutely  in 
hispowcr,  and  not  fo  much  as  fuflfer  him  to  be 
flain  !  Nay,  not  only  his  mortal  enemy,  but  his 
only  obftacle  to  empire,  and  yet  not  fuffer  that 
obftacle  to  be  removed  * ! 

THERE  is  an  united  grandeur  and  goodnefs 
in  this  condud,  which  innoblcth  the  character 
of  David,  far  beyond  the  ordinary  idea  of  hu 
man  excellence.  And  if,  in  this  condud,  at 
leaft,  David  was  not  the  man  after  God's  own 
heart,  who  ever  was  ?  A  common  man  would, 
nay,  a  great  man  might,  have  thought,  that  the 
providence  of  G  o  D  had  put  his  enemy  in  his 
power,  and  therefore  the  occafion  was  not  to 

*  N.  B.  Jonathan,  the  heir  apparent  to  the  throne,  defired 
only  to  be  iecond  to  Davuf,  i  Sam.xxiii.  17. 

Y  4.  be 


328       An  Hijlorichl  Account  of    B.  4. 

be  loft.  Thefe,  it  is  evident,  were  the  fenti- 
ments  of  his  followers;  when  Saul  was  found 
fmgle,  defencelefs,  and,  in  all  probability,  afleep 
in  the  cave  (  i  Sam.  xxiv.  4.) :  And  the  men  of 
David  J aid  unto  himy  Behold  the  day,  of  which 
the  Lord  faid  unto  thee.  Behold,  I  will  deliver 
thine  enemy  into  thy  hand  ;  that  thou  may  ft  do  to 
him  as  it  flail  fee m  good  unto  thee.  Yet  the 
higheft  injury  all  this  could  tempt  him  to,  was, 
the  cutting  off  Saul's  skirt  of  his  robe :  and  we 
find,  that  his  heart  f mote  him,  even  for  that. 

NOT  content  with  this,  he  foon  after  ran 
the  greateft  hazard  of  his  life,  to  {hew  another 
inftance  of  generofity,  yet  greater,  if  poffible! 
He  ftole  into  Saul's  camp,  in  the  dead  of  the 
night,  with  only  one  companion  ( i  Sam.xxvi.)> 
found  Saul  again  afleep,  and  unarmed  :  his  com 
panion  begg'd  only  for  leave  to  fmite  him,  and 
\vas  refufed ,  refufed  upon  fuch  principles  as  no 
heathen  hero  had  an  idea  of :  As  the  Lord  livethy 
the  Lord  ft: all  fmite  him\  or  his  day  Jh  all  come  to 
die\  or  he  foall  defcend  into  battle ,  and  perijh, 
i  Sam.  xxvi.  10. 

C  o  M  p  A  R  E  this,  ye  boafters  of  heathen  virtue, 
with  the  fabled  prowefs  of  Ulyjfes  and  Diomede, 
or  Alexanders  rant  *  of  fcorning  to  fteal  a  vic 
tory;  or  what  elfe,  of  whom  elfe  ye  pleafej 
and  then  exult  in  your  comparifon. 

*  I  call  this  a  rant,  becaufe  it  was  not  his  true  reafon  for  de 
clining  to  invade  DaHus*s  camp  by  night :  his  true  reafon,  if  I 
rightly  remember  'Arriarfs  account  of  it,  was,  becaufe  in  the  night 
chance  and  tumult  reign  ;  whereas  Alexander**  dependence  for 
victory  was  upcn  the  fortitude  and  military  fkill  of  his  army. 
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As  I  have  nothing  in  view  but  the  mani- 
feftation  of  truth,  I  will  not  difiemble,  that 
David's  charader,  as  a  generous  enemy,  hath 
been  greatly  impeached,  by  his  laft  dying 
charge  to  his  fon,  in  relation  to  Joab  and 
Skimei;  on  both  whom  he  defired  vengeance 
fhould  be  taken  for  thofe  crimes,  which  he 
feemed  to  have  forgiven  in  the  one,  by  fuf- 
fcring  them  to  go  fo  long  unpunifheds  and 
which  he  exprefly  forgave  in  the  other,  and 
confirmed  that  forgivenefs  by  an  oath,  that  he 
fhould  not  die. 

T  o  the  firft  of  thefe  I  anfwer,  That  Joab's 
murders  were  crimes,  which  David  never  did 
forgive ;  and  very  probably  thought  he  could 
not,  in  contradiction  to  the  exprefs  commands 
of  GOD:  and  therefore  that  guilt,  which  he 
himfelf  wanted  power  to  punifti  *,  and  which 
he  only  forbore  to  punifh,  becaufe  he  wanted 
power  5  he  wifely  and  religioufly  recommended 
to  his  fon  to  expiate,  by  the  blood  of  the  of 
fender,  that  his  family,  and  his  kingdom,  might 
be  clear  of  it. 


*  2  Sam.  iii.  28,  29.  39. 

28.  And  afterward,  *when  David  heard  it,  he  fa'id,  I  and  my 
kingdom  are  guilt lefs  before  the  Lord  for  ever,  from  the  blood  of 
Abner  the  fon  of  Ner. 

29.  Let  it  reft  on  the  head  of  Joab,    and   on   all  his  father's 
heufe ;  and  let  there  not  fail  from  the  houfe  of  Joab  one  that  hath 
an  iffue,  or  that  is  a  leper,  or  that  leaneth  on  a  Jlajfy  or  that  fal- 
leth  on  the  favor  d,  or  that  lacketh  tread. 

39.  And  I  am  this  day  nveak,  though  anointed  king}  and 
the  fons  of  Zeruiah  be  too  hard  for  me.     The  Lordjhall  reward  the 
doer  o^f  evil  according  to  his  ivickednefs, 

THE 
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THE  judicious  author  of  the  Apologue  de 
David  (Journal  de  Treveux,  Tom.  3. )  hath  a 
conjedure  upon  this  point,  which  is  at  once 
very  ingenious,  and  very  probable  :  he  imagines, 
that  David  propofed  the  prize  of  the  captain- 
generalfhip  to  the  firft  that  fhould  fcale  the 
walls  of  Sion,  upon  a  profped,  that  fomebody 
elfe  might  gain  that  prize,  and  Joab's  authority 
be  diminifhed  by  that  means :  but  his  felicity 
defeated  the  defign. 

H  E,  after  this,  took  meafures  to  depofe  him, 
in  favour  of  Amafa ;  but  was  defeated  alfo  in 
that  defign. 

JOAB  was  his  near  kinfman:he  was  valiant, 
and  in  other  refpeds  faithful  to  him  ;  and 
David  had  no  peribnal  pique  to  him  before  the 
death  of  Abjalom  (and  he  would  have  put  him 
to  death  before  that,  had  he  been  able) :  What 
then  but  duty  could  fway  him,  in  this  condud, 
againft  fo  many  prejudices? 

As  to  the  next  objedion,  it  is  evident,  that 
if  David  had  been  aded,  in  this  affair,  by  a 
fpirit  of  revenge,  he  would  not  have  fpared 
Sbimei)  in  the  very  inftant  of  paillon  and  pro 
vocation  ;  and  when  he  was  fo  earneftiy  impor 
tuned  for  leave  to  punifh  him.  Plutarch 
reports  of  Pericles,  that  when  one  of  the  Athe 
nians  had  railed  at  him  all  day,  and  purfued 
him  to  his  houfe,  reviling  him,  Pericles  only 
turned  about  at  the  door,  and  calling  to  one 
of  his  fcrvants,  ordered  him  to  lead  that  citizen 
home  to  his  houfe.  This  is  allowed  an  extra 
ordinary 
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ordinary  inftance  of  temper  in  Pericles;  but  it 
muft  be  obferved,  that  his  reviler  was  a  fellow- 
citizen,  David's  a  fubjeft,  and  a  rebel :  Peri- 
cles's  conduO:  but  afierted  his  fuperiority  over  an 
idle  infignificant  man  5  David's  proclaimed  his 
humiliation  to  GOD. 

ST.  AMBROSE   tells  us  of  llmk/ius,  (de 
obit.  Tbeodof.)  That   he  looked  upon   it   as  a 
favour  done  him,  when  he  was  defired  to  for 
give.     Tbeodo/ius  forgave,    when   he  was  peti 
tioned  to  pardon  ;    David,   when  he  was  im 
portuned  to  punifh  5  herein  imitating  the  mercy 
of  GOD,  who,   as  IJaiah  exprefies  it,  walteth 
that  he  may   be  gracious.     Had  David  copied 
after  any   lower  pattern,    he  had  not  fpared 
Shimei,  in  the  very  inftant  of  paffion  and  pro 
vocation:    nor  would  he  afterwards  have  for 
given  him,    in  the  fulnefs  of  profperity  and 
power.     That  fulnefs  of  power,  which  is  wont 
to  fwell  other  breads  with  rancour,  at  the  re 
membrance  of  injuries  and  infolence  in  aveng 
ing  them,    did  but  foften   and  fweeten    his. 
David's  patience  under  Sbimets  reproaches  is, 
at  once,  a  ftrong  inftance  of  heroic  magnani 
mity,    and  fignal  refignation  to   the   will  of 
GOD.     He  had  before  conquered  great  nations, 
by  his  fortitude  and  condud,  as  a  captain ;  and 
heroes  and  leaders  by  his  perfonal    prowefs: 
but   he  was  now  yet  greater,  upon  Solomon's 
principles,  in  ruling  his  own  fpirit,   and  fub- 
duing  his  refentmcnts  to  the  humiliation  which 
he  owed  to  GOD.     He  very  well  knew  how 

much 
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much  the  remiffion  of  perfonal  injuries    be 
came  the  kingly  character  5  and  therefore  he 
gave  Shi  met  his  life,  and  confirmed  the  grant 
by  an  oath.     But  then  it  muft:  be  remembered, 
that  the  obligation  of  this  oath  was  purely  per 
fonal  5  for  fo  he  himfelf  explains  it,  i  Kings  ii.  8. 
An d  1  Jware  unto  him    by  the  Lord,  faying,  I 
ivill  not  put  thee  to  death  'with  the  fword.    And 
therefore,  although  David  was  bound,  Solomon 
was  at  full  liberty  to  vindicate  the  majcfty  of 
kings,   in  chaftifing  this  high  infult  upon  his 
father,  after  fuch  a  manner  as  he  thought  fit : 
nor  was  there  any  danger  of  doing  this  to  ex 
cels,    when  the  chaftifement  was  deferred  to 
the  calm  and   cool  feafon  of  difpaflionate  ju- 
ftice ;  when  neither  paffion,  nor  perfonal  refent- 
rnent,    could   inflame  the   vengeance.     David 
well  knew  how  much  it  became  the  piety  of 
his  character,  to  remit  himfelf,    and  his  con 
cerns,  to  the  divine  difpofal,   throughout  the 
whole  courfe  of  his  life  5  but  could  he,  for  this 
reafon,  wholly  renounce  the  intereft  of  juftice? 
Or  if  he  could,  he  very  well  knew  how  dan 
gerous  an  example  it  might  be  to  his  fucceffors, 
to  fuffer  fuch  injuries  and  infults  upon  majefly 
to  pafs   unpuniftied :    and  therefore,    when  he 
had   acted  up  to  the  piety  and  dignity  of  his 
own  character,    he  very  wifely  admonifhed  his 
fon,  to  ad  up  to  the  wifdom  of  his. 

AND  here  I  muft  beg  leave  to  obferve,  that 
this  reafoning  fufficiently  juftifies  David  in  this 
point,  even  upon  fuppofition,  that  the  text  is 

rightly 
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rightly  tranflated,  which  I  am,  in  my  private 
judgment,  fully  convinced  it  is  not :  for  furely 
the  particle  Vau  ( i )  ought  to  be  rendered  here, 
as  in  all  fimilar  cafes,  not  connedively,  but  dif- 
jundively.  I  fhall  inftance  only  in  one  cafe  5  I 
might  mention  many. 

A  G  u  R  *  befeeches  G  o  D  to  keep  him  from 
the  extremes  both  of  poverty  and  wealth.  If 
the  particle  Vau  were  to  be  interpreted  here 

connective! y,  the  petition  would  run  thus 

Give  me  not  poverty  and  riches Every  one 

fees  the  abfurdity  of  this  petition  5  and  there 
fore  the  tranflators  rightly  rendered  it,  Give 
me  neither  poverty  nor  riches.  In  the  fame  ana 
logy  the  pafTage  in  queftion,  rightly  tranflated, 
will  ftand  thus :  Now  therefore  neither  hold  him 
guilt  lefs,  (for  thou  art  a  wife  man,  and  knowejl 
<what  thou  ought  eft  to  do  unto  him)  nor  bis  hoar 
head  bring  thou  aown  to  the  grave  with  blood. 
This  advice,  in  this  fenfe,  is  full  of  humanity, 
as  well  as  wifdom  j  and  Solomon  (we  fee)  un- 
derftood  and  obferved  it  in  this  fenfe,  and  ia 
no  other. 

*  Prov.  xxx.  8, 


CHAP, 
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CHAP.    XXVI. 

A  Jhort  Comparifon  of    DAVID  with 
Alexander,  Casfar,  and  Scipio.     His 

CharaEler  concludes  this 


DAVID  compared  with  Alexander. 

MY  purpofc,  in  this  fhort  effay,  is  not  to 
debafe  the  facred  character  of  David  by 
a  minute  companion  with  men,  who  (with  all 
their  vaunts  of  valour,  and  military  exploits) 
had  little  truly  heroic  or  excellent  in  their  com- 
pofition  5  and  that  little,  confined  to  the  fingle 
character  of  Scipio.  The  other  two  were,  at 
beft,  but  fucceisful  and  accompli  (lied  robbers 
and  murderers:  riot,  and  vanity,  ambition,  irre- 
ligion,  and  fenfuality,  diftinguifh  and  fum  up 
the  reft  of  their  character.  The  only  honour, 
then,  that  I  mean  to  David  in  this  companion, 
is  barely  to  fhew,  how  far  he  excelled  them, 
where  they  excelled  themfelves. 

To  begin  then,  Alexander  is  celebrated  for  a 
noble  inftance  of  abftincncc,  recorded  of  him 
by  Curtius  *  5  and  perhaps  the  noblcfr  aft  of  his 
whole  life. 

THE  king,  diftrcffed  with  third,  meets  a  fol- 
dier  carrying  fomc  water  to  the  relief  of  his  fons, 
in  like  diftrefs.  The  generous  foldier  offers  his 

*  See  Curttuf,  lib.  vii.  cap.  5. 

prince 
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prince  a  part  of  his  treafure  >  he  received  it,  and 
upon  learning  for  whom  it  was  intended,  re 
turned  it  untouched :  //  is  too  little  for  all,  (fays 
he)  and  I  cannot  bear  to  be  relieved  alone. 

THE  king  had  juft  before  been  in  fome  de- 
fpondency,  on  account  of  the  diftrefs  his  army 
fuffered  in  a  defolate  country  for  want  of  water  5 
and  his  friends  befought  him  to  remember,  that 
his  fortitude  was  the  only  flay  of  his  fainting 
forces:  and  now  a  noble  occafion  offered  of 
animating  them  to  patience  by  his  own  example, 
and  he  employed  it  with  becoming  magnani 
mity, 

THE  reader  will  recoiled  a  like  inftance  of 
David's  abftinence,  from  the  twenty-third 
chapter  of  thefecond  book  of  Samuel:  And  three 
of  the  thirty  chiefs  went  down,  and  came  to  Da- 
vid  in  the  harveft-time,  unto  the  cave  ofAdullam. 
And  the  troop  of  the  Philiftines  pitched  in  the  valley 
of  Rephaim :  and  David  was  then  in  an  holdy  and 
the  garifon  of  the  Philiftines.  then  in  Bethlehem  5 
and  David  longed,  and  faid>  Oh  !  that  one  would 
give  me  to  drink  of  the  water  of  the  well  of  Beth 
lehem,  which  is  by  the  gate  !  And  the  three  mighty 
men  brake  through  the  hojl  of  the  Philiftines,  and 
drew  water  out  of  the  well  at  Bethlehem^  and  took 
and  brought  it  to  David:  never  thelefs  he  would 
not  drink  thereof,  but  poured  it  out  unto  the  Lord. 
And  he  f aid,  Be  it  far  from  me -,  O  Lord,  that  I 
fiould  do  this !  Is  not  this  the  blood  of  the  men, 
that  went  in  jeopardy  of  their  lives  ?  therefore  he 
would  not  drink  it. 

ALEX- 
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ALEXANDER  abftained  in  a  country  where 
he  was  mafter,  and  under  the  fecurity  of  being 
relieved  in  a  few  hours.  He  abftained  for  the 
fupport  of  an  army,  which  in  all  probability 
had  defponded  upon  his  indulging :  nor  could 
he  have  indulged,  without  fome  degree  of  in 
humanity  to  a  faithful  foldier,  an  afflicted  father, 
and  his  fainting  children.  David  abftained 
when  he  was  in  hold,  and  hemmed  in  by  a 
mighty  army,  in  the  fcorching  heat  of  autumn ; 
and  when  his  relief  would,  in  all  probability, 
have  given  new  life  to  his  companions !  A  much 
higher  and  nobler  inftance  of  abftinence,  founded 
upon  nobler  principles,  upon  the  motives  of  a 
moft  generous  humanity,  and  moft  exalted  piety ! 
What  was  purchafed  at  the  hazard  of  fuch  lives, 
was  roo  precious  to  be  facrificcd  to  private  grati 
fication  5  and  therefore  was  poured  out  in  a 
thank-offering  to  GOD,  for  their  deliverance. 

IF  we  conftder  David  in  the  light  of  his  per- 
fonal  courage,  will  any  hero  of  antiquity  exceed 
him?  Will  any  equal  him  ? 

ALEXANDER  hath  indeed  the  faireft  claim 
of  competition  with  him  5  and  yet,  I  think, 
Alexanders  own  flattering  hiftorian  would  be 
forced  to  give  David  the  preference  upon  the 
comparifon.  If  Alexander  {lew  a  lion,  he  flew 
him,  by  Curtiuss  own  account,  armed  *,  and 
at  advantage;  and  we  know,  that  Lyfimachus 
claimed  the  honour  of  being  his  afliftant  in  the 
combat:  not  to  infift,  that  Alexanders  combat 

*  Curtitts,  //£.  viii.  cap.  i. 

was 
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was  wanton,  and  out  of  chara&er,  and  well  de- 
ferved  the  taunt  which  the  Spartan  embaiTador 
threw  upon  him,  on  that  occafion.  David  fub- 
.dued  his  lion  (to  fay  nothing  of  the  bear)  imgle, 
.and  unarmed,  and  in  the  duty  of  his  character; 
,and,  when  he  had  done  fq,  he  took  no  pride 
•from  the  merit  of  his  pro w.efs $  but  gave  GOD 
the  glory  of  his  deliverance. 

H  AD  Alexander . engaged  and  conquered  Porus, 
(which,  by  the  way,  he  manifeftly  declined,  till 
he  found  him  in  flight  and  wounded)  as  David 
,did  Goliah-i  how  had  the  world  been  dunned 
with  the  vaunts  of  his  own  vanity,  and  the 
echoes  of  his  flatterers !  David  is  the  fame  filent 
unafTuming  man,  after  his  conqueft,  that  he  was 
before,  and  /rather  declines  than  claims  the 
reward  rof  his  prowefs*,  judging  of  his  real 
merit,  ;and  the  eftecm  conceived  of  it  by  others, 
by  that  humble  opinion  which  he  himfelf  enter 
tained  of  it.  And,  to  fhew  how  mutely  he 
afcribed  the  fuccefs  of  his  combat  to  the  good 
providence  and  protection  of  the  Almighty,  he 
hung  up  the  fword  of  Goliah,  the  trophy  of  his 
conqueft,  in  the  tabernacle  of  his  GOD. 

IN  one  word,  David  is  perhaps  the  fingle 
indance  of  great  talents  untainted  by  pride !  or, 
to  fpeak  more  properly,  of  great  talents,  fignally 
adorned  and  illuftrated  by  a  moft  confpicuous 
and  exemplary  humility ! 

I  HAVE  already  mentioned  fome  indances  of 
David's  magnanimity :  give  me  leave  to  add 

*  i  Sam.  xviii.   18,  &c. 

VOL.  II.  Z  Jin? 
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another,  not  fo  intcrefting  and  illuflrious  at  firft 
fight,  and  yet  fuch  as  perhaps  will  be  found, 
upon  inquiry,  no  way  inferior  to  the  greateft 
inftances  of  heroifrn,  recorded  by  antiquity. 

DAVID,  pcrfecuted  by  Saul,  throws  himfclf 
under  the  protedion  of  his  mortal  enemy,  the 
protection  of  Achifh  king  ofGatb,  that  king, 
whofe  hero  he  had  flain,  and  whole  armies  he 
had  routed.  This  was  a  refolution  above  the 
Conception  pf  a  common  heart!  A  refolution 
which  none  but  a  confummate  hero  was  capable 
pf  forming !  The  generofity  of  his  own  heart 
fuggefted  to  him,  what  reception  Acbifli  was 
bound  to  give  him,  in  the  character  of  a  king. 
He  well  tsiicw,  that  the  protection  of  a  bravo) 
enemy  in  diftrefs  was  the  nobleft  enfign  of 
royalty  ;  the  charader  and  teft  of  true  glory ! 
Achifh)  it  is  true,  had  it  not  (kings  are  not 
always  what  they  fhould  be) :  David  found  his 
error,  and  changed  his  condud ;  and  immedi 
ately  put  on  that  charader,  to  which  it  was  na 
tural  his  prefent  condition  fhould  reduce  him: 
he  appeareth  mad ;  and  it  was  natural  to  believe, 
that  the  diftreffes  he  endured,  might  have  turned 
his  brain.  David's  charader  was  well  known 
at  Gath ;  and  perhaps  it  was  an  obfervation  older 
than  Solomon^  that  Opprejjion  maketb  a  wife  man 
mad.  The  event  was  anfwerable :  Acbijh  was 
$eluclpd,  and  David  delivered. 

A  THINKING  reader  will,  I  am  perfuaded, 
find,  in  this  condud  of  David,'  all  the  magnani- 
inity  of  CoriolanuS)  (freed  from  the  leven  which 
it)  and  all  the  dexterity  of  Brutus. 

DA- 
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DAVID  compared  'with  Casfar. 

THE  facred  hiftorian  obferves  of  David,  that 
he  was  thirty  years  old  when  he  began  to  reign, 
and  he  reigned  forty  years  j  feven  years  and  fix 
months  in  Hebron,  and  thirty-three  in  Jeru- 
jalem. 

IT  is  obvious  to  obferve  from  hence,  that 
David  was  not  raifed  to  the  throne  till  the  levity 
of  youth  was  over  5  and,  with  that,  the  pride 
and  felf-fufficiency  which  is  fo  apt  to  ov^rfet  it. 
He  was  early  anointed  to  the  regal  office,  to 
infpire  him  with  noble  purpofes,  and  a  conduct 
fuitable  to  the  dignity  for  which  he  was  de 
igned  ;  but  he  was  long  exercifed  in  toils  and 
calamities  of  various  kinds,  before  he  was  put 
in  pofifeflion  of  it;  that  he  might  difcharge  it 
under  the  united  advantages  of  more  experience^ 
and  more  moderation.  And  the  belt  hiftorian* 
have  obfervcd,  that  this  hath  frequently  been  the 
condition  and  character  of  the  belt  princes.  An 
obfcrvation  fufficiently  juftified  by  the  princes 
of  our  own,  as  well  as  thofe  of  other  nations. 

Mr  lord  Bacon  obferves  of  Cafar^  that  he 
firft  encountered  a  rugged  fortune,  which  turned 
to  his  advantage :  For  this  (faith  that  noble 
writer)  curbed  his  pride  ^  and  Jpurred  his  indujlry. 

As  David  had  more  native  and  acquired  hu 
mility  than  any  mere  mortal,  the  prevention  of 
pride  in  him,  who  was  to  be  a  perpetual  re 
former  of  the  world,  and  infpiirer  of  virtue,  was 
of  vaftiy  more  confequcnce,  than  the  reprcffing 

Z  s  of 
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of  it  in  C afar i  who  was  only  a  temporary  con 
queror. 

C^SAR,  bred  up  in  luxury  and  eafe,  was  na 
turally  flothful,  (as  lions,  tigers,  and  other  beads 
of  prey,  are,  from  a  noble  appointment  of  Pro 
vidence,  found  to  be)  though,  occafionally,  a&ivc 
beyond  mod  others.     David's  condition  of  life 
inured  him  to  early  vigilance :    infomuch  that 
activity  quickly  became  in  him  a  natural  habit. 
And  the  fequcl  of  his  life  fuffictently  thews,  of 
how  much  confequencc   it   was  to  have  that 
habit  early  infpired  and  impreflcd  upon  him,' 
and    long  cultivated   and    continued.     Cafar'& 
natural  indolence  needed  all  the  incitements  of 
ambition,  to  roufe  him  to  the  ruin  of  his  coun 
try:  David's  activity  called  only  for  thole  of 
duty  to  inipire  him,  to  redeem  his. 

C/T.SAR  is  celebrated  by  all  hiftorians,  for 
his  clemency  j  bccaufc,  when  poflcflcd  of  the 
liiprcmc  power,  he  employed  it  not  in  the  grati 
fication  of  his  revenge  3  but  received  moil  of 
thofc  to  mercy,  that  iked  to  him  for  it :  that  is?- 
C'te/ar  is  celebrated,-  upon  this  account,  that 
when  he  had  dcftroycd  the  conftitution  of  his 
country,  and  uiurpcd  upon  the  liberties  of  his 
fellow- citizens,  he  did  not,  with  their  liberties, 
drip  all  that  oppofcd  him  of  their  lives  alfo; 
though  many  he  did.  David,  when  he  had 
quelled  the  mod  unnatural  and  mod  unjuft  re 
bellion  that  ever  was  raifed  againft  a  rightful,  a 
lawful,  a  juft,  a  wife,  and  a  good  king;  received 
the  whole  number  of  his  rebellious  fubje&s  into- 
mercy  at  once,  without  making  one  fingle  facri- 


B.  4.      the  Life  of  King  DAVID.      3  /}  \ 

fice,  either  to  vengeance,  or  the  terror  of  rebel 
lion.  Here  then  is  the  difference:  Ccefar  is 
celebrated  for  not  copying  the  cruelty  of  Marius 
and  Syl/a$  David  is  iiluftrious  for  imitating  the 
mercy  of  GOD. 

DAVID  compared  with  Scipio. 

THE  early  fcenes  of  Scipio  the  elder's  life 
cannot  fail  to  render  him  an  objed  of  the  highcft 
admiration  and  erteem  to  all  that  honour  true 
fortitude,  and  true  patriotifm :  that  particularly 
(after  the  field  of  Cannce)  in  which,  with  a  molt 
glorious  refolution,  and  heroic  ardour  of  foul, 
he  arrefted  the  defperate  counfeis  of  fome  of  the 
young  Roman  nobility,  who  were  deliberating 
about  deferring  their  country ;  and,  with  his 
drawn  fword  at  their  breads,  forced  them  into  a 
folemn  oath  to  abide  by  it,  and  fupport  it. 

LET  me  but  briefly  obferve,  that  the  perfons 
thus  influenced  by  Scipio  were  young,  noble,, 
and  fufficiently  intereftcd  in  the  well-being  of 
their  country.  And  now  let  the  candid  reader 
indulge  me  in  recollefting  a  ftiort  tranfaftion, 
already  noticed  in  the  life  of  David,  wholly 
referring  it  to  his  own  judgment  and  ingenuity., 
to  infer  and  apply,  as  he  thinks  proper. 

DAVID,  driven  into  exile  by  the  joint  in 
gratitude  and  in j uft ice  of  his  country  and  his 
prince,  became  the  common  refuge  of  the 
tliftrcfled,  the  indebted,  the  difcontented  :  And 
how  did  he  employ  all  thefe?  Was  it  in  the 
common  way  of  gratifying  their  vices,  and  his 
2  own 
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own  revenge?     Quite  other w ife :  his  firft  care 
was,  to  place  his  parents,  and  his  brethren,  fafe, 
under  the  protection  of  the  king  ofMoabi  and 
that  was  fcarce  over,  when  the  diftreiTes  of  his 
country  called  for  his  aid.     Keilah  was  befieged 
by  the  Pbiliftines,  the  country  was  ravaged,  and 
the  threfhing-floors  robbed:  and  Saul,   intent 
upon  vengeance  *,   negleded  every  thing  but 
the  purfuit  of  David 5  whilft  David,  carelcfs  of 
his  own  fafety,  employed  his  power  no  other- 
wife  than  in  influencing  all  thofe  four  and  ex- 
afperated  fpirits,  who  had  now  no  property,  and, 
of  confequence,  no  intcrcft,  in  the  well-being 
of  their  country,  into  one  common  care  and 
concern  for  its  fafety  5  to  the  double  danger  of 
their  own  lives  from  the  Philiftines  before  them, 
and  Saul  behind.     And  therefore,  when  David 
urged  them  to  this  glorious  enterprize,   their 
anfwer  was  very  natural :  Behold,  we  be  afraid 
here  in  Jit  dab :  how  much  more  then,  if  ive  come 
to  Keilah,  againft  the  armies  of  the  Philijlines  ? 
They  were  in  fufficient  danger  from  one  enemy, 
where  they  were ;   and  could  it  be  iefs^  than 
defperate  rafhnefs,  to  thruft  thcmfelvcs  between 
two?     And  yet,  notwithstanding  this  remon- 
ftrance,  David's  influence  prevailed.     And  cer- 
tainlv  nothing  but  the  hkhcft  veneration  of  the 

J  C?  C> 

fuperior  prowcfs,  wifdom,  and  magnanimity.,  of 

*  This  eagernefs  of  Saul  for  vengeance  upon  David  is  beati- 

tifttlly  expreffed  in  that  attitude,  in  which  he  and  his  army  are 

pointed  in  the  text,    1  Sam.  xxii.  6.      Now  Saut  abode  in  Gibeab, 

under  a  tree  in  Rcunab,    having  his  fpcar  in  bis  hand,  and  all  his 

firvants ftandivg  about  him, 

their 
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their  leader,  could  fvvay  them  to  fo  noble  a  rcfq- 
lution,  againft  fuch  juft  fears:  nor  was  their 
confidence  mifplaced  j  they  fought,  they  defeated 
the  Philiftines  with  a  great  {laughter;  they 
fpoiled  their  enemies,  and  they  faved  their 
country. 

HAD  David  been  an  heathen  hero,  with  what 
endiefs  praifes  had  this  unparallelled  inftance  of 
patriotifm  been  pealed  in  our  ears ! 

FEW  men  have  ever  won  more  glory,  by 
any  ad  of  heroifm,  than  Scipio  by  one  inftance 
of  temperance,  in  abftaining  (in  the  prime  of 
youth)  from  a  fair  captive  of  great  quality, 
whom  the  chance  of  war  had  put  into  his  power, 
and  reftoring  her,  untouched  and  unranfomed, 
to  a  prince,  to  whom  fhe  was  affianced.  It 
hath  hitherto  made  no  part  of  David's  praife, 
that  he  treated  Abigail  with  an  abftinence  of  at 
lead  equal  virtue.  Scipio 's  policy  was  concerned 
in  his  abftinence,  he  gained  an  alliance  of  great 
confcquence  by  it :  David  con  fu!  ted  no  intereft 
in  his  abftinence,  but  that  of  virtue. 

SCIPIO  abftaincd,  where  gratitude  muft  make 
him  a  friend:  David,  where  ingratitude  had 
made  him  an  enemy.  Scipio  fpared  the  fpoufe 
of  a  young  prince,  that  loved  her  to  diftraction : 
in  David's  cafe,  it  might  be  infifted,  that  a  brute, 
and  a  fool,  was  incapable  of  love.  The  fame 
compaffion  and  humanity  that  pleaded  for  re 
ftoring  his  fpoufe  to  Allucio,  might  be  pleaded 
for  not  reftoring  Abigail  to  Natal. 

IN  the  latl  place,  Allucio's  fpoufe  might  be 
fair,  yet  not  deiirable  in  the  eyes  of  Scipio:  the 

event 
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event  Efficiently  fhews,  that  Abigail  was  very 
amiable  in  the  eyes  of  David. 

IN  one  word,  policy,  humanity,  companion, 
and,  it  may  be,  indifference,  pleaded  for  the 
abftinence  ofScipio  3  duty  only  for  that  of  David. 

BUT,  after  all,  it  mud  be  owned,  that  there 
is  one  objection  to  David's  character,  both  in 
point  of  humility  and  patriotifm  5  I  mean,  the 
calamity  derived  upon  his  country,  by  his  vain 
numbering  of  the  people. 

ADMIT  this  the  effcd  of  a  criminal  vanity, 
(tho'  it  might  as  well  have  been  the  effect  of  true 
piety  and  gratitude  to  GOD*)  yet  muft  it  be 
allowed,  that  no  vanity  could  be  more  natural 
to  the  human  heart  ,  no  dclufion  could  be  more 
tempting  to  a  man  raifed  from  obfcurity,  than  a 
clcfire  of  knowing  the  extent  of  that  royal 
power,  to  which  he  was  exalted.  And  fhall 
one  tranfgreflion  of  this  kind  impeach  a  cha- 
i' after  cftablifhed  by  the  tenor  of  life?  GOD  for 
bid  !  But,  however  this  may  be  deemed,  by 
iiiperficial  and  libertine  fpirits,  to  affect:  him  in 
point  of  humility,  the  praife  of  his  patriotifm  is 
undoubtedly  railed  by  it ;  inafmuch  as  he  evi 
dently  intended  no  evil  to  his  people,  in  that 
account  he  ordered  to  be  taken  of  them.  And, 
when  he  found  it  came  upon  them,  he,  with  a 

*  This  criminal  conduct  of  Davta  will,  however,  in  my 
humble  opinion,  receive  fome  alleviation  from  that  declaration  of 
his  being  moved  to  it,  through  G  o  D'S  anger  kindled  againit  that 
people,  2  Sam.  xxiv.  I.  and  as  their  antecedent  fins  had  drawn 
this  judgment  upon  them,  their  fublequent  neglefl  of  the  atone 
ment,  in  that  cafe  required,  was,  in  all  probability,  a  great  aggra 
vation  of  k.  See  Exzti  *xx,  12.  and  fubie^uent  verfes. 
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generofity  far  tranfcending  that  either  of  a  De- 
eras,  or  a  Codrusy  offered  not  only  himfclf,  but 
his  whole  family  alfo,  to  be  devoted  to  deftru- 
clion  in  their  (lead  (2  Sam.  xxiv.  17.) :  And  Da 
vid  jpake  unto  the  Lord,  when  he  Jaw  the  angel 
that  J mote  the  people-,  and  j aid ^  Lo,  I  have  finned, 
and  I  have  done  wickedly ;  but  the/e  /beep,  what 
have  they  done  ?  Let  thine  hand,  I  pray  thee,  be 
againjl  me,  and  again  ft  my  father  i  houje. 

UPON  the  whole,  David's  is  a  charader 
which  {lands  fingle,  in  the  accounts  of  the  world ; 
equally  eminent,  and  unrivalled. 

FOR,  not  to  infift  upon  his  great  perfonal  ac- 
complifhments,  fuch  as  beauty,  ftature,  ftrength, 
fwiftncfs,  and  eloquence  5  his  charader  is  fuffici- 
cntly  diftinguiflicd  by  the  nobleft  qualities,  en 
dowments,  and  events. 

EXALTED  from  an  humble  fhcpherd  to  a 
mighty  monarch,  without  the  lead  tindure  of 
pride,  difdain,  or  envy !  Quite  othcrwifej  remark 
ably  humble  in  exaltation  5  or  rather,  humbled 
by  it !  Exalted  unenvicd  !  Exalted  himfelf,  and 
equally   exalting  the  (late  he  ruled;  raifing  it 
from    contempt,    poverty,  and  oppreflion,    to 
wealth,  dignity,  and  fway !  A  man  experienced 
in  every  viciffitude  of  fortune  and  life,  and  equal 
to  them  all !  Throughly  tried  in  advcrfity,  and 
tempted  by  fuccefs!  yet  {till  fupcrior!  Cruelly 
and  unjuftly  pcrfecuted  !  yet  not  to  be  provoked 
even  to  juft  revenge!    In  the  fad  deft  and  fud- 
deneft  reverfe  of  fortune,  dcprefled  by  nothing 
but  the  remembrance  of  guilt  5  and,  in  confe- 
VOL.  II.  A  a  qucncc 
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quence  of  that,  unhumbled  to  any  thing  but 
GOD! 

To  fum  up  all;  A  true  believer,  and  zealous 
adorer,  of  GOD,  teacher  of  his  law  and  wor- 
fhip,  and  inipircr  of  his  praife!  A  glorious  ex 
ample,  a  perpetual  and  iriexhauftible  fountain, 
of  true  piety!  A  confummate  and  unequalled 
hero,  a  skilful  and  a  fortunate  captain  !  A  fteady 
patriot,  a  wife  ruler,  a  faithful,  a  generous,  and  a 
magnanimous  friend !  And,  what  is  yet  rarer,  a  no 
Icfs  generous  and  magnanimous  enemy !  A  true 
penitent,  a  divine  mufician,  a  fublime  poet,  and 
an  infpired  prophet !  By  birth  a  peafant,  by  merit 
a  prince  !  In  youth,  a  hero  5  in  manhood,  a  mon 
arch  5  in  age,  a  faint ! 

THIS  is  DAVID.   What  his  revilcrs  are,  their 
own  revilings  tell. 


The  END. 
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ately  arifing  from  it;  I  cannot  however  quit  this 
fubjed,  without  laying  fome  of  its  many  other 
fad  confequcnces  more  fully  before  you;  toge 
ther  with  the  bleffings  and  advantages  of  the 
contrary  behaviour. 

AND,  firft,  one  dreadful  confequence  from 
this  (hameful  neglect  of  GOD'S  public  worfhip, 
is,  that  it  unfits  us  for  every  other  office  of  reli 
gion  :  it  unqualifies  us  for  calling  down  thg 
lured  aids,  and  higheft  of  all  confolations,  to 
our  country,  in  the  day  of  its  calamity;  inaf- 
much  as  it  alienates  us  from  GOD,  and  makes 
every  office  of  religion,  makes  even  our  prayers, 
an  abomination  in  his  fight;  for  fo  Solomon 
fadly  allures  us  {Prov.  xxviii.  v.  p.)>  He  that 
turneth  away  his  ear  from  hearing  the  law,  even 
his  prayer  fhall  be  an  abomination. 

FROM  hence  alib,  my  brethren,  from  this 
fhameful  neglect  of  the  public  worfhip  of  GOD, 
as  from  its  fountain-head,  arilcs  that  utter  dif- 
regard  of  the  facred  writings,  and  avowed,  or 
perhaps  rather  affected,  contempt  of  the  clergy, 
among  the  higher  orders  of  men  amongft  us; 
together  with  their  unbounded  and  (Goo  be 
praifcd !)  ungrounded  reviiingsof  the  whole  order 
of  the  reformed  Chriftian  priefthood  ;  imputing 
to  them,  without  fhame,  or  colour  of  truth, 
every  vice,  every  dclufion,  every  evil  art,  that 
ever  reigned  in  any  order  of  prieits,  either  in  the 
times  or  fcenes  of  papal  tyranny,  or  heathen  cor 
ruption  :  and  all  this,  with  as  -little  fenfibility 
either  to  decency,  or  juftice,  as  if  they  branded 
every  modeft  matron  they  met,  with  every  abo- 

a  minatioia 
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mination  in  the  lives  of  a  Julia,  a  Meffa/ina,  or 
2iLlytemncJtra^  proclaiming,  at  once,  their  own 
infamy,  and  cither  fhamcfui  infults  upon  truth, 
c,r  grofs  affected  ignorance !    If  thcfe  men  of 
fupcrior  talents  (as  they  would  be  deemed)  had 
talents  to  think  freely  and  largely,   they  could 
not  but  fee,  that  the  law  of  the  Sabbath  is  a  law 
which  demonstrates  itfelf,  of  divine  original :  a 
law  fo  calculated  for  the  exigencies  of  the  whole 
Creation,  the  prefcrvation  of  true  religion,  and 
the  relief  of  the   labouring  world,   as   clearly 
evinces  it  the  work  of  infinite  wiidom,  benig 
nity,  and  bounty  !  A  law  to  which  every  civility 
and  virtue  in  life  owes  its  origin  and  cftablill> 
ment  5  and  which,  if  it  ceafcd  but  one  century 
from  amongft  us  (for  the  feminaries  of  learning 
and  religion  would  ceafc  with  it,  or  could  not 
long  furvivc  it),  would  reduce  the  race  of  our 
vaineft  vauntcrs  of  wiidom  into  more  than  Hot 
tentot  barbarity  !  forafmuch  as  they  would  then 
have  Hottentot  ignorance  fuperadded  to  native 
vice.     And  dare  they  pretend  to  any  degree  of 
humanity,  who  turn  their  backs  upon  the  Sab 
bath,  and  do  all  that  in  them  licth,  to  banifh 
this  heavenly,  this  divine  ordinance  from  the 
earth?  to  banifh  the  bleffed  Sabbath,  and  with 
that  the  great  bleilings  and  civilities  of  life  5  the 
inllrudion  of  mankind  in  all  the  nobleft  ways  of 
wifdom  and  virtue,  the  weekly  and  monthly 
relief  of  the  poor,    the  only  relief  of  many 
focial  diftrcfics  even  here,  and  in  all  other  regions 
of  the  earth  the  moft  extcnfive  and  only  con- 
ftant  fund  of  Chriftian  charity —  Dare  they  pre 
tend 
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tend  to  any  degree  of  humanity,  who  would  at 
once  baniih  from  the  earth  the  light  of  true 
religion,  the  relief  of  want,  and  the  red  from 
labour  ? 

IF  thcfe  vain  refiners  would  allow  them- 
fclves  to  attend  the  public  worfhip  of  GOD 
with  any  degree  of  humility,  they  would  fbon 
come  to  fee,  and  to  feel,  the  divinity  of  the 
facred  writings  ;  they  would  fee  the  infinite 
goodncis,  wifdom,  and  mercy  of  the  Creator, 
beaming  through  every  page  of  them  :  they 
would  then  fe.e  and  adore  the  beauty  ofholinefs, 
the  amiablenefs,  and  the  excellency,  of  virtue : 
they  would  then  turn  away  their  foot  from  do 
ing  their  ownpleafurc  >  from  purfui  ng  their  own 
idle  vanities,  upon  G  o  DS  holy -day :  they  would 
then  call  the  Sabbath^  a  delight  5  and  the  Holy 
one  of  the  Lordy  honourable  ;  and  would  honour 
him  (Ifa.  Iviii.  13.)  :  they  would  then  fee,  that 
wifdom  was  not  born  with  them  alone  ,  nor 

1  would  die  with  them  !  they  would  then  learn, 
that  the  priejl's  lips  ft  ill  retain  know  leges  and 
that  it  would,  fomctimes,  be  no  difgrace  nor 
difadvantage  to  the  wifdom  of  their  lay-  brethren, 

to  fee k  the  law  at  his  mnith  in  a  word, 

they  would  then  fee  the  Chriftian  pricfthood,  in 
their  true  character  ;  mini/hrs  of  Chrift,  '  and 

Jtewards  of  the  myfleries  of  God  !  they  would 
then  fee  them,  to  be,  at  once,  the  light  ^  and 
the  fait.,  of  the  focicty;  the  true  fources  and 
guardians  of  true  virtue,  civility,  and  wifdom  ; 
and,  feeing  them  in  this  light,  would  be  fo  far 
from  defaming  their  characters,  vilifying  their 

a  2  office, 
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office,  envying  them  the  portion  afligncd  by 
Almighty  GOD  for  their  maintenance,  or  op- 
preffing  them  in  the  perception  of  it,  that  they 
would  do  every  thing  in  their  power,  to  make 
their  lives  eafy,  and  their  office  honourable;  at 
lead,  they  would  do  fo,  if  they  had  any  remains 
of  humanity,  or  public  fpirit  $  inafmuch  as,  by 
fo  doing,  they  would  greatly  (and  perhaps  more 
effectually,  than  by  any  other  poifible  means 
whatfocver)  promote,  and  provide  for,  the  hap- 
pinefs  and  welfare  of  the  whole  community  * 
which  is  infeparably  linked  and  interwoven  with 

that  of  the    reformed  Chriftian  pricfthood 

An  order  of  men,  who  neither  have,  nor  can 
have,  any  views,  interefts,  or  dependences,  fepa- 
rate  from  thofe  of  their  lay-brethren  5  but  muft 
perpetually  rife,  and  fall,  in  every  thing  valuable 
to  man,  in  one,  even,  uniform  proportion,  to 
the  profpcrity  or  calamity  of  their  country.^ — 
And  hence  it  is,  thatasthe^^^-^r/^/?^^/fub- 
fifted,  in  the  main,  upon  the  fame  foot  with 
ours,  the  prophets  have  always  confidered  their 
interefts,  as  one  and  the  fame  with  thofe  of 
their  people-—  I  fay,  the  prophets  who  were  not 
priefts,  nor  partial  to  the  pricfthood,  but  the 
cenfors  and  checks  of  G  o  D  upon  them,  have 
always  confidered  the  calamity  of  the  people, 
as  the  calamity  of  the  prieftj  and  the  profperity 
of  the  people,  as  the  profperity  of  the  pried. 
Thus,  when  Joel  tells  us,  inthefirft  chapter  of 
his  ^Prophecy,  at  the  pth  vcrfc,  that  the  priefts y 
the  Lord's  winiftersy  mourn ,  he  immediatly 

adds,  the  field  is  wafted,  the  landmourneth 

J  And 
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And  when  Jeremiah  pronounceth,  in  the  name 
of  G  o  D,  /  will  fat  tat  e  the  foul  of  the  priefts 
with  fdtnefs,  he  immediately  adds,  And  my 
people  Jl  all  be  fat  is  fed  with  my  goodnefs,  faith 
the  Lord  - —  And  much  more  to  the  lame 
purpofe. 

I  HAVE  been  the  longer  upon  this  head,  to 
remove  thofe  jealoufies  of  the  priefthood,  which 
have  artfully  been  fown,  and  malignantly  fpread 
and  propagated,  through  the  laity ;  to  the  great 
offence  of  truth,  prejudice  of  chriftian  chanty, 
increafe  of  irreligion,  and  infinite  difadvantagc 
of  the  public  worfhip  of  GOD  ;  which  hath  fo 
long,  and  folhamefuliy,  been  negleded  amongft 
us !  a  negled  which  involves  great  guilt  in  ir, 
and  draws  much  greater,  indeed  draws  every 
other  guilt  after  it  5  and  of  which,  therefore, 
we  fhould  now  fincerely  and  earneftly  repent, 
with  weeping^  and  falling,  and  prayer,  to  make 
every  other  office  of  religion  acceptable  in  the 
fight  of  GOD. 

LET  me  not  be  underftood,  as  if,  by  any 
thing  I  have  faid,  I  would  exempt  the  priefthood 
from  their  fhare  in  this  national  guilt.  I  am 
afraid  we  may  but  too  juftly  apply  to  many  of 
them  that  denunciation  of  divine  vengeance, 
pronounced  by  the  prophet  upon  the  priefts  of 
his  age.  If  ye  will  not  lay  it  to  heart,  to  give 
glory  to  my  name,  faith  the  Lord  of  kojts,  1 
will  even  fend  a  curfe  upon  you9  and  I  will 
curfe  your  blejfings.  That  too  many  of  the  clergy 
(for,  how  few  foever  they  may  be,  in  reality 
they  are  (till  too  many)  are  too  often  abfent  from 
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the  public  worihip of  GOD,  that  too  many  of 
them  arc  cold,  and  carelefs,  in  celebrating  the 
facred  offices  of  religion,  in  preaching  the  word 
of  GOD,  and  preffing  it  upon  the  hearts  and 
confidences  of  their  hearers  5  are  fad  truths  ! 
And  is  it  to  be  expcded,  that  any  thinking  man 
will  venerate  them,  who  do  not  themfelves  ve 
nerate  their  Maker,  as  they  ought,  who  do  not 
Jay  it  to  heart,  to  make  his  worihip  honourable, 
and  his  word  powerful ;  efficacious,  to  all  the 
purpofes  of  piety  ;  to  make  his  word  powerful, 
and  his  pratjes  glorious  upon  the  earth?- —  This, 
however,  muft  be  allowed,  by  their  greateft 
enemies,  that  their  charity  failed  not  in  the 

late  day  of  diftrefs  that  they  dealt  their 

bread  to  the  hungry ;  vijited  and  relieved  the 
fatherlefs  and  the  widow  in  their  afflictions  ,• 
and  that  with  a  fpirit  fo  truly  Chriftian,  that 
no  order  of  men  amongft  us  had  then  reafon 
to  wiih  their  incomes  diminifhed,  or  their  cha 
rity  increafed.  They  then  clearly  law,  that  to 
wiih  the  revenues  of  the  reformed  clergy  di 
minifhed,  were,  in  effect,  to  wiih  the  miieries 
of  mankind  multiplied  and  unrelieved :  which 
ever  was,  and  ever  will  be,  the  cafe,  to  the  end 
of  the  world. 

HOWEVER,  as  the  clergy  have  their  (hare 
in  this  national  guilt,  it  is  but  juft  they  fhould 
have  their  full  iharc  in  the  national  humiliation 

due  to  it Therefore,  Let  the  priefts,    the 

wiinijlers  of  GOD,  weep  between  the  porch  aud 
the  alt ar,  and  let  them  fay,  Spare  thy  people -, 
O  Lord>  and  give  not  thine  heritage  to  re 
proach  : 
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proach  :  let  all  orders'  and  degrees,  amongft  us, 
ren4  their  hearts,  and  not  their  garments,  and 
turn  unto  the  Lord  our  GOD,  with  fmcere  re 
pentance,  and  true  contrition  of  heart  5  for  he 
is  gracious  and  merciful,  flow  to  anger,  and  of 
great  kindness,  andrepenteth  him  of  the  evil— 
CThis  we  certainly  do  know,  and  he  himfelf  hath 
exprefly  pronounced  the  fentence,  by  his  pro 
phet  Ezekiely  Ez>ek.  chap.  xx.  vcr.  21.  That 
if  we  do  not,  both  prieft  and  people,  walk  in 
hisftatutes,  and  keep  his  judgments,  and  hallow 
his  Sabbaths,  I  will  pour  out  my  fury  upon  them* 
faith  the  LORD,  and  accomplish  mine  anger  againji 

them. 

LET  us  then,  in  the  name  of  Jcfus  Chrift, 
this  moment,  lay  afide  every  weight,  and  this 
Jin  that  doth  ft  eafilj  befet  us  5  and  let  us  draw 
near  to  GOD,  with  a  contrite  and  true  heart, 
and  in  full  affurancc  of  faith  5  notforfaking  the 
'affembling  of  ourfelves  together,  as  the  manner 
of  fome  is  $  but  earneftly  pouring  out  our  united 
fupplications  to  Almighty  GOD,  for  his  mercy 
to  this  church  and  nation  5  and  for  deliverance 
from  the  crying  guilt  of  dcfpifing  and  infulting 
his  Sabbaths,  and  the  juft  and  dreadful  venge 
ance  due  to  it From  this  guilt,  and  this 

vengeance,  GOD,  of  his  infinite  mercy,  deliver 
us  all,  through  the  merits  and  mediation  of 
Jcfus  Chrift. 
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